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CHAPTER L 

( Tlafcala^ July^ 1520. Tranfadiom and Occurrences 
there. Foundation cf the Colony of Segura de la Fron^ 
iera. Subjugation of the neighbouring Dijiriits by the 
Spaniards. 

WE were thu^, as I have metitkmed, by the 
friencUhip of the Hafcalans, hofpitably receiv- 
ed and entertained in their dty, after our fatigues^ 
dangers and lofles in the retreat from Mexico. 

One of the firft things done by Cortes Oil our arri- 
val was, to inquire after the gold which had been 
brought there, to the value of forty thoufand crowns^ 

Vol. IL B and 



2 THE TRUE fflSTORY OF 

and which was the Ihare of the garrifon of Villa Rici* 
He was informed by the Tlafcalan chiefs, and alfo by 
one of our invalids who remained there when wc 
marched to Mexico, that the perfons who had been 
fent from Villa Rica to receive it, had, on their re- 
turn, been robbed and murdered on the road, at the 
time we were engaged in hoftilities with the Mexi- 
cans* Another caufe of unfeafiniefs to us was, our 
uncertainty as to the fituation of our countrymen at 
Villa Rica. Letters were fent, to inform them of 
the events which had lately taken place, and defiring 
them to fend :us what arms and ammunition they 
could fpare, and a ftrong reinforcement. We were 
informed, by the return of the meffettgers, that all 
continued well in the neighbourhood of that garri* 
fon. The reinforcement alfo which had been requir-^ 
ed was immediately feiit. It confifted of feven men 
in the whole, three of whom were failors, and every 
one of them invalids. They were commanded by a 
foldier named Lencero, the fame who kept the inn at 
prefent called by his name. For a long time after- 
wards " a reinforcement of Lencero'* was a prover- 
bial e3q)reffion with us* 

We had now fomc trouble given us by the young* 
er Xicotenga. This chief, on hearing of our mif- 
fortunes in Me^dco, and of our being in march for 
his country, conceived the proj^ft of^ taking us by 
furprife, and putting us all to death j for which pun. 
pofe he was very aftive in forming his party ; and 

having 
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having aflembled many of his friends, relations and 
adherents^ he expofed to them thr facility with 
which it could be done. Thefe intrigues however 
could not go on long without coming to the know*- 
ledge of his father, who reproached him feverdy for 
his treacherous condud, afiuring him that if it came 
to be known it would coft the lives of him and all 
thofe concerned with him. The young man howe- 
ver perfevered, paying no regard to what his father 
faid, and the affair af kngth coming to the ears of 
his mortal enemy Chichimecatede^ he immediately 
gave information of it ; whereupon, a ccouicil was 
fummoned of all the chiefs to take the affair into 
confideration, and Xicotenga was brought prifoncr 
before them. Maxicatzin was the orator upon the 
occafion, and fpoke at coniiderable length in favour 
of the Spaniards ; he faid that profperity had attend- 
ed their nation ever fince our arrival amongil them ; 
that we had enabled them to eat fak with their pro- 
vifions, and that we were certainly thofe of whom 
their anceftors had fpoken. He then reprobated and 
expofed the, conduft of the ypungqi; Xii:otenga. In 
reply to this, and to the difcqur/e.of His father to the- 
fame purpofe, the young man made uf^ of fuch out- 
rageous and difrefpedful language, as induced them 
to feize liim by the collar, and throw him down the 
fteps of the building into the ftreet, and he very 
narrowly efcaped with his life ; but Cortes did not 
think it prudent ii> his* prefent fituation to carry 
matters any farther. S^fh was the fi4c}ity of our 

Tlafcalan 
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llafcalan alUes j with whom we at this time ftald 
two-and-twenty days. 

Cortes meditated an attad: upon the adjoining pro« 
vinces of Tepeaca and Zacatula, on SKXount of the 
murders committed by thefe people upon the Spa- 
niards, and determined to fet out upon it at the expi- 
ration of the above-mentioned period ; but when he 
came to propofe this to his troops, he found the uni- 
verfal fentiment of the foldiers of Narvaez decidedly 
againft it. They thought they ©ever could get back 
foon enough to their houfes and mines in the ifland of 
Cuba ; and the flaughter of Mexico, and battle of Ob« 
tumba, made them defire to renounce* aU connexion 
with Cortes, his riches and his conquefts* But be- 
yond all others Andres de Duero, his friend and 
companion, mdl heartily curfed the day he had em- 
barked with him in the h\x6xke&, and the gold which 
he had been forced to leave in the ditches of Mexico. 
They all totaMy declined any connexi<Mi with his new 
fchemes, and, finding that words did not avail them, 
they made a requifition in form to that effeft, ftating 
the infufficiency of our force, and demanding licen- 
ces to return to Cuba. Cortes, having received and 
read the memorial, replied to it, giving at kaft ten 
reafons for his plan, to every one they alledged againft 
it. His own foldiers alfo addreifed him on the occa- 
fion, requefting him on no account to give permiffion 
to any one to depart, but tjiat we fliould all remain 
together, as being moft conducive to the fervice of 

God 
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Cod and his Ma}efty. At length they were obliged 
to acquiefce, with a rery ill grace, and mach mur- 
muring againft CcHtes and his ezpeditiou» and 
s^pdnft us who fup{K>rtcd him in them, and ^dio, as 
they laid, had nothing to lofe but our lives. Cortes 
on his part made them a general promiie, that by 
the nest convenient q;iportun]ty he would fend them 
to their ifland of Cuba. 

The hifiorian Gomara in his account of this 
traniadion makes no diftin&ion between us and the 
foldiers of Narvaez, as if we were equally concerned 
in prefenting the memorial ^ and this he does in or- 
der to enhance the merits of his hero, Cortes, and to 
depredate us the true conquerors of Mexico, becaufe 
^e did not think it became us to bribe him with 
gifts to ^ak favourably of us, when we were thofe, 
jind thofe only, who fupportcd Cortes. And now 
this hifiorian would annihilate our reputations, in 
laying, forfooth, that we memorialed ! ! 

It would have better become this hiftorian to at- 
tend more to matters of fad, and Icfs to his figures of 
rhetoric, in ^diat he writes. I have been aftonifhed 
at that part of his relation where he af&gns the vido- 
ty at Obtumba folely to the valour of Cortes. I have 
laid before, that it was in the firft inftance owing to 
God's mercy ; I fay alfo that Cortes did every thing 
that ought to be expefted from a wife and valiant 
general, and that he owed his fucccfs, under God, to 

the 
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the ftput and valiant captains, and to us brave 
foldiers, who broke the force of the enemy, and fijp- 
ported him by fighting in the manner we fought, and 
as I have related. What that hifiorian fays relative 
to his charging the general and bearer of the royal 
ftandard of Mexico is true, and it was Juan de Sal- 
amanca, afterwards alcalde major of Guacacualco, 
who killed him with his lance^ and prefented the or- 
namented plume to Cortes ; which plimie his Majef- 
ty was afterwards pleafed to give Salamanca in his 
coat of arms. Not that I am unwilling to afcribe all 
due honour to our Cortes ; for I know that he de- 
ferves it ; and if it was the cuftom, as formerly, to 
give triumphs to generals, he is more worthy o£ one 
than any Roman. Gomara alfo greatly exaggerates 
the numbers of our Indian allies, and the population 
of the country beyond all reafon ; for it was not the 
fifth part of what he reprefents it. According to hist 
account there would have been more thoufands here 
than inhabit all Caftille ; but where he has written 
eighty thoufand we fliould read one thoufand. All 
this he has done in order to make his narrative the 
more agreeable. In my hiftory I tell the truth, word 
for word, as it happened, without looking to orna- 
ments of rhetoric ; for I confider myfelf obliged to 
adhere to matters of faft, and do not deal in flatte- 
ries. 

We now fet out on our march, to punifli the dif- 
tricls of Cachula, Tepeaca, and Tecamachalco, without 

artillery 
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irdllery or fire arms of any kind, for all had been 
left in the ditches of Mexico. Our force coniifted of 
fixteen cavalry and four hundred and twenty infan- 
try, mofQy armed with fword and target, with 
about four thoufand Tlafcalans. We halted at night 
at the diftance of three leagues from Tepeaca *, but 
the people of the place had deferted their houfes on 
bur approach. We made {ooic prifoners on our way, 
by whom Cortes fent to the chiefs to inform them 
that we came for the purpofe of obtaining juitice for 
the murder of eighteen Spaniards, who had been 
without any caufe put to death in crofling their ter- 
ritories ; and alfo to know the reafon of their en- 
tertaining Mexican troops, and to warn them that, if 
they did not immediately treat with us for peace, we 
would make war againft them with fire and fword. 
However terrible our language was, that of their an- 
Iwtt, conveyed by our mefiengcrs and two Mexicans, 
was much more fo j for the Mexicans were elevated 
by their fuccefles againft us at the bridges. Cortes 
treated them very kindly, and declared every wilh to 
forget and forgive the pafi, but all could not do ; 
they ferit back for anfwer, that if we did not return 
immediately, they would put us %11 to death, and 
make a feaft upon our bodies. 

Upon this Cortes called a council of the officers, 
and it was then determined, that a full ftatement of 
all which had pafled fhould be officially drawn up by 
a royal notary, whereby all the Mexicans and allies 

of 
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of the Me^can^ who had killed Spaniih fubjeds^ a£« 
tcr having ^ven obedience to his Majefty, ibould ba 
declared in a ftate of flavcry* This being duly 
drawn up and atteftcdt we once njore fent to require 
them to come in, giving them notice of the confe^ 
quences of their contumacy ; but they returned an 
anfwer fimilar to their former one. Both fide^ 
then prepared for battle^ and on the next day we 
came to an action with them. This battle taking 
place in open fields of maize, our cavalry fpeedily put 
the enemy to flight, with confideraWe lofi, though 
they made a flout refiftance ; but our allies fought 
gallantly, and purfued them hotly, and we took m»- 
ny boys for flaves* 

The Mexicans being thus defeated, the nativet 
came in to fue for peace j we accordingly proceed- 
ed to the town of Tepeaca, to receive their fubmif- 
fion, and on that fpot was founded our fettlemcnt of 
Segura de la Frontera, the fituation being digible, as 
on the road to Villa Rica, and in a fertile difiri6tr 
The municipal oncers were immediatdy appointed, 
and the iron brand was made here for the purpoie of 
marking thofe natives who were taken for flaves } 
they were marked with the letter G, for " Guerra,'* 
or war* We made excuriions through the c^rid^ 
and to the towns of Cachula, (where they had put 
fifteen Spaiiiards to death in the.houfes) Tecamechal- 
CO, Las Guayavas, and many others whofe names I 
do not recoiled i taking a number of prifoners, who 

were 
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Were imxnediately branded for flaves. By thde 
means, in about the fpace of fix weeks lire reduced 
the people to order and obedience. 

At this period another prince pf the blood royal 
was ekded to the throne of Me^dco, for the former 
one, who had expeHed us from that dty, was dead of 
the imall pox. The new king was named OuatitaOt- 
zin ; he was a young msm, about the age of twenty- 
five years, of elegant appearance, very brave, and fo 
terribte to his own fubjeds that they all trembled at 
the fight of him. When the int^gence reached 
this prince of what had happened in Tepeaca, he be& 
gan to be apprehenfive for Ids other provinces, n^ 
lefting, however, nothing that it was in his power to 
dd to induce the chiefs to continue fteady to him i 
and he alfo fent confideraUe bocUes of troops to 
Watch our movements* 

Cortes now received letters from l^Ua Rica^ infomw 
tng him that a veffel had arrived at the port, com- 
manded by a gentleman named Pedro Barba, who 
was his intimate friend. He had been lieutenant un- 
der Velafquez at the Havannah j and had now brought 
with him thirteen foldiers and two horfes ; he ^Hb 
brought letters from the governor of Cuba to Narvaez, 
who was thought to be by this time all powerftd in 
New Spjun, ordering him, if Cortes was not already 
dead, to fend him to Cuba, that he might be thtnti 
tranfinitted to Caftille, fuch being the direftionS of 

Vol. n. C the 
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the bi{hc5p of Burgos* As foon as Pedro Barba arri* 
ved in the harbour, the officer whom Cortes had ap- 
pointed admiral went to vifit him, taking with him 
in his boat a flxong crew, with thtir arms concealed* 
When he came on board he faluted Barba and the 
reft courteoufly, and inquired after the health of the 
governor of Cuba. The others in their turn inquir- 
cd afteir Narvaez, and what had become of Cortes. 
They wdre told that Cortes was a fugitive, with 
about twenty of his companions, and that Narvaez 
had eftabliflied himfelf, and was in poffeffion of great 
richer. They then invited Barba and the reft on 
fliore to refrefli themfelvcs, to which they aflenting 
defcended into the boats, where they were bid to 
fiirrender themfelves inftantly prifoners to Cortes. 
They had no alternative, and were obliged to fubmit. 
The fliip was difmantled, and the captain and crew 
fent to us in Tepeaca, to our gre^t fatisfaftion ; for 
though we did not fufFer much in the field, yet con- 
tinual fatigue had made us very unhealthy, five of 
our foldiers having died of pleurifies within a fort- 
night. With this party came Francifco Lopez, after- 
wards regidor 6f OuatinKda. Barba was exceeding- 
ly well received by Cortes, who was informed by 
him that he might expeft the arrival of another 
rixiztU veflel with pfovifions, within the fpace of a 
Iveek, whidi accordingly happened. On board the 
laft ittentioned fliip came a 'gentleman, native o£ 
Medina del Campo, by name Rodorigo de Lobera, 
eight foldiers, and X>nt hbrfe. Our friends' purfued 

the 
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I tlie fame method with this veflel that they had done 

I ndth the former, and with the feme fuccds. The 

1 party joined us m a few days, it being no finall fittis- 

I dfii6tion to us thus to find our arnay recruiting \ts 

numbers. 

The new king Of Mexico having fent large bodies 
of troops to thofe provinces that were neareft to the 
Spanifli army, they became very diforderly, r<^bing 
and outraging the people. Thefe provocations indu- 
ced the natives to fend four chiefs fecretly to nego- 
date with Cortes, offering tofurrcnder themfdves to 
iiim, provided he would give them his aififtance to 
expel the Mexicans. Cottes immediately acceded to 
the propofal, and ordered for this fervice the whole of 
the cavalry and crofs-bow-men, under the command of 
Chriftoval dc Oli. A confiderable number alfo of 
Tlafcalans were joined in the expedition. Several of 
the captains who had come with Narvaez were ap- 
pointed to command in this detachment, which 
amounted in the whole to above three hundred fol- 
diers. As our people were on theii: march, conver- 
ling with the Indians, they received fuch accounts 
from them of the force of the enemy, as entirely de- 
prived the foldiers of Narvaez of what little inclina- 
tion they ever had for military expeditions, and made 
them douWy anxious to return to their ifland of Cu- 
ba, being utterly averfe from a repetition of the days 
of Mexico and Obtumba. They began to grow very 
xnutinous, and told their chief in plain tei:m^ that if he 

was 
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was determined to perfift in kis attempt he might d» 
it by himlctf, for that they were J^ll refolved to quit 
him. De CHi remonftrated with them upon f he in^. 
propriety pf fuch cond^ft, in v»hich he wasfupported 
by all the foldiers of Cortes, but in vain j he was 
compelled to yield to their perverfenefs, and halt in 
CholvU, from whe^ice he vrpte to Cortes, inform- 
ing him of his fituatioBt When Cortes received his 
letter, he immediately returned an ^ngry m^flage^ 
ordering him ppfitiyely to advance with hi^ whole 
force, 2^t all ^ents. When De Oli reived this, he 
fell in a violent rage with thofe who had brought 
ths^t |*epri?nand on him, and, ordering the whole to 
m^ch immediately, declared he would fend back any 
on? who hefiti^ted to Coytes, to be treated by him as 
a cow^d deferved, 

When he arrive4 within a league of Guacacualco, 
he was met by fome chiefs, who informed him in 
what n\anner he might beft come upon the enemy. 
Paying in cojofequence fettled his plan of attack, he 
n^avched againjft, and after a 0iarp. a^on defeated, the 
Mexican troops, ami put them completely to flight, 
with the loJ&, on his part, of two horfes, and eight 
wounded. Ow allies this day made a great flaugh- 
ter of the Mexicans^ whp, fell back) apd rallied at a 
large town caUed Q?:ucar, where were other great 
bodies of their troops.. Here they made a poft, for- 
tifying themfelves and breaking down the bridges ; 
but Pe Oil, turned into a tyger by the reproof of 

Cortes, 
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Cortes, purfiied them, withe^t lulting> with as nuny 
of his troops as he could bring up. By the afliA 
tance of his Indian friends of Guacachula, he contri- 
j^ to pa£i the river, and, fUling on th« Mexicans, 
difperfed them again, with the lofs of two more hor* 
fes killed ; ^ own horfe was alfp wounded in (eve- 
r4l places, and De Oli hi|i[ifelf received two wounds. 
Here he haked for two ^ys, ^er thq action, 2^d all 
the princqial pec^ile waited on him to fubmit as vaflals 
to his Majefty% Their allegiance being accepted, and 
the country reftored to peace, he returned with hii 
force to the town of Segura de la Frontera. 

Not haATing been on this expedition, the account I 
have given is fuch as was related to me by thofe who 
were. De Oli was received by Cortes and all of us 
with great fatisfaftion ; we laughed heartily at him 
for his counter march, in which he joined with us, 
and fwore that for the next es^dition he was fcnt 
on he would take the poor fotdiers of Cortes, and 
not the rich planters of Narvaez, whofe minds were 
more intent upon their houfes and eftates than upon 
feats of arms, and who were much more ready to 
command than to obey. Gomara &ys that it was 
the people of Guaxocingo who gave the informa- 
rtion to the officers of Narvaez j but this is abfurd, 
for the laft mentioned town was entirely out of their 
route, and it is exaftly the fame thing as faying, 
that if we were to fet out from Medina del Cainpo 

to 
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to travel to Salamanca, we fliould go round by Val- 
ladolid. 

While we were here, Cortes received letters from 
Villa Rica, whereby he was informed that a veffd 
had arrived there, commanded by a perfon of the 
name of Camargo, having on board upwards of fe- 
venty foldiers, all very fickly. She was one of thofe 
which had been font to eftablifh a colony at Panuco,* 
and brought intelligence that the other captain 
who had been fcnt thither, named Pineda, with all 
his foldiers, had been put to death by the Indians, 
and that their fliipping had been burned. Camargo 
therefore, finding the ill fuccefs of that attempt, had 
come to Villa Rica for afliftance, his men b^ing afliic- 
ted with liver complaints, which their yellow and 
dropfical appearance demonftrated. This officer was 
very well acquainted with the fituation of affairs^ and 
had been, it is fiiid, aDominican friar. Having difem- 
barked his foldiers, he fet out with them, and arrived 
by flow marches at La Frontera, where they were 
kindly received by Cortes, and attended with as 
much care as we could beftow them ; but the captain 
and many of the foldiers very fpon died. On ac- 
count of their morbid colour and fwollen bodies, we 
ufed to call them " the green paunches*" In order 
to avoid the interference of foreign matters with the 
thread of my narrative, I will now inform my reader 
that, one after another, at. different and irregular pe- 

riodsj^ 
By F. de Garay, governor of Jamaica. 
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tiods, all the remains of this armament arrived at the 
port of Villa Rica. Amongft others was an Arrago- 
nian named Miguel diaz de Auz. He brought up- 
wards of fifty foldiers, with feven horfes, with which 
he immediately joined us, being the moft effedual re- 
inforcement we had for a long time received. This 
captain de Auz (ierved vty well during the war in 
New Spain. It was he who afterwards had a law- 
fuit with a brother-in4aw of Cortes, named Andres 
de Barrios, whom we ufed to call "the Dancer.'* 
The law-fuit was about the divifion of MelUtan, 
which was awarded afterwards as follows : He had 
the furplus of the rents, beyond two thoufand five 
hundred crowns, on condition of not entering upon 
the diftria for the fpace of two years, becaufe he was 
accufed of having killed Indians there and in other 
places where he had been. Another of Garay's vef- 
fels arrived fliortly after at our port. In this came 
an officer named Raniirez, called by us " the CHd." 
He brought with hini forty foldiers, ten horfes, crofs- 
bows and other arms. Thus Garay continually fent 
us reinforcements, thinking that his colony was going 
on well in Panuco. All thefe foldiers joined us at 
Tepeaca. Thofe who came with Miguel diaz de Auz, 
as they were plump and in good condition, we nam- 
ed " the Sirloins ;" and as the foldiers of old Rami- 
tez wore cotton armour which was very thick and 
clumfy, fo that no arrow could penetrate through it, 
we called thenr " the Pack-horfes.** • 

Cortes 
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CortiBs^ haviHg been thus reinforced to the amount 
of an hundred and fifty foldiers and tw^enty horfes, 
determined to puni£h the Cacatame and Xalacingo 
Ihdiansj with feveral others who had been concerned 
in the, murders of Spaniards. Twenty cavahy and 
twelve rrofs-bow-men made part of the force fent 
againft them^ the whole of which confifted of two 
hundred of the veterans of the army of Cortes, and a 
body of Tlafcalans, commanded by Gonzalo de San* 
A)val. Our detachment received intidligence that 
the enemy were in arms, fortified, and reinforced by 
Mexican troopsi Sandoval therefore arranged his 
plan of attack, firft fending to inform that he Would 
pardon the deaths of the Spaniards, provided they 
fubmitted, and returned the treafure. The ztk£wct 
they fent back was, that they would eat him, and all 
thofe with him, in the fame m^mncr that they had 
done the others. Sandoval then proceeded to at-^ 
tack them, which he did in two places at the fame 
inftant : and, notwithftanding that both the native* 
and the Mexicans fought with great fpirit, they had 
no better fuccefs than on former occafions, being de- 
feated and purfued with a confiderable lofe. Our 
people after the a£lio*i going into fome of their tem- 
ples, found clothes, arms^ bridles and faddles, prefent- 
cd as offerings to their gods. Sandoval declared 
his intention of halting three days there, and he alfo 
now again denunded from them the treafure which 
had been taken* They readily fubmitted thetnfelves 
to his Majefty, but, in regard to the treafure, they 
. faid. 



THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 17 

faid that it was no longer in their power, having 
been tranfinitted to Mexico. Sandoval referred them 
to the general for their pardons, and returned with 
his troops, having made a confiderable number of 
Worfien and boys prifoners, afi of whom were imme- 
diatfelf marked with the iron. I was not on the expedi- 
tion, being ill of d fever, and throwing up blood at 
the ihouth \ btit I was bled plentifully, and, thanks 
to God, recovered^ Ih confequence of thef directions 
given by Sandoval, the chiefs of thefe nations, and 
dfo of many others in the neighbourhood, caibe in 
and m2^ theif fiibmiflSons to Cortes. This expedi- 
tion #aS produdive of the v^ry beft effefts. The 
feme of Cortes extended through all their countries,'f6f 
Vdour ajnd for juftice, iAd he was much mbrt dread- 
ed and refpiefted than Guafimotiin, the nfew fovef cign 
6f Mexico ; infoihuch that hfe deciflon Was requefted 
in thle riioft tAJ)drtant Utigttions* The flnall pbi 
was* now fd prevafeift m NcW l^ain, that mahy of 
the ge^t Joifda of tie natives' died' With ki In fucK 
csifes' the claimants to thie fueceffion eaUed oh Cofte^ 
fof , and abided' by^ his deciliota, as fdvereign' loifd of 
tlie eountry. Theri Were at' tW period great diT- 
p\xtes relative to fhe liDrdlhips of Ozticar and Guai 
cadiula, which being referred to CdrteS, he decided 
the 'caikfe itl favour of a nephew oif^ M()ntfezunia', 
tctofe filter had married the cidque of thkfc difbid. 

At this= time Cortes fcnt Sandovil' to puniffi th^ 

j^ople^of the diftria called Cocotlaii, where the/ had 
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put to death nine Spaniards. Sandoval took with 
him thirty cavalry and one hundred infantry, with ^ 
ftrong body of Tlafcalails. On his entry into the diC* 
trift he fummoned thefe people^ holding out as ufual 
threats on the one hand and invitations on the other ; 
to which the Indians replied, that they acknowledged 
no other government than that of Mexico, and. that 
they were very well able to defend themfelves; They 
had here a confiderable force of Mexican auxiliaries^ 
who encouraged them to refiftance. As foon as Sail* 
doval received this meffage, he put his troops. in Ot* 
der, and cautioned his allies not to advance to the at* 
tack at firft^ on account of their difordering the ci-* 
valry, but to wait until the enemy were broken by 
our troops, and then to bUl on the Mexicans* Two 
large bodies of the enemy were met by our army, in 
a ftrong fituation j they mad^ 4 firm, refiftance, and 
before Sandoval cpuld extricate his cavalry from the 
diiEcult and rocky ground,^ they had killed one and 
wounded nine of his horfes, and four foldiers*< At 
length, having driven them from this poft, he advan. 
ced to their town, and there affaulting them and the 
reinforcements which had -joined them, ^t their poft 
in the temples, and large walled enclofures, with the 
good ailiftance of his Indian allies, whofe keennefs was 
increafed by the abundance of , plunder, he totally de- 
feated and put them to flight; Sandoval halted here 
for two days, during which the chiefs came in and 
made their fubmiffions. He demanded of them the pro- 
perty and efFcfts of the Spaniards whom they had put- 
to 
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tX) death, but they replied that it was out of their 
jpower to return them, they having already burned 
the whole. They alfo faid that moft of the Spaniards 
they had killed were eaten, five of them having been 
fent to their monarch Guatimotzin. They promiled 
a plentiful ftipply of provifions, apologized for what 
was p^ed, and Sandoval, being able to do no more, 
was fain to accept their fubmiflions. 

As all this country was now brought under fub- 
je6kion, Cortes determined, with the approbation of 
his Majefty's ofloicers, to mark the prifonerS and flaves 
previous to the taking out the royal fifth and his 
Own. An order was in confequence given out that 
the foldiers Ihould bring all their prifoners to an ap- 
pointed place, which was a large houfe in the town, 
for this purpofe. It was accordingly done ; they 
tonfifted of women, boys and girls of the Indians, 
(for as to the men they were too troubleibme to keep) 
and our Tlafcalan friends, to whom they were given 
by us, did us all the fervice we could defire from 
them. The prifoners remained in confinement dur- 
ing the night, and in the morning the repartition 
took place. Firft the royal fifth was felefted, and 
then that of Cortes; and thus far all went on 
very well ; but when the foldiers* Ihares came 
to be allotted, behold ! we fotfud that fbme one had 
been there in the night, and taken every hand- 
fome and good Indian that was there, leaving 
m nothing but a herd of old, ugly and mife- 

rable 
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rable jade^s. This of. courfe mad? a^ great murijniuiv 
among^ the foldiers,. who loudly charged Cortesf 
with having conyeyed a^^y a,n4 concealed aU ^he^ 
yaljaable ftave? ; ^nd th^ foldiers of Naryaez fworei 
they never heard of fuch a thing a§ twp kings, and. 
two fifths, in hi§ IV^jiefty's doniijuons ! A^ong tho. 
reft one Juan de Qu^XQ faid he would nifike it kn^own, 
in Caftille how they were treated ; and another plain^,. 
ly told Cortes how he had abufed them in regard to 
the gold in ^jlexico j for that whep thq divi^pn was 
made there appeared only three hundred thouCuad 
crowns in yal^e, a^d vhen our flight took place hp 
produced above feyen hundjced thouiand ; all which 
had beeia regularly^ attefted. And now the poor fol* 
dier^ who had w^rn himfelf to nothing with fatigue^ 
and was fiijl of wounds^ w^en he had gotten a 
good fepale Indian prifoner, and g^ven her 
clothing and prnaipents, fpiji^d t^^K ^^ was; ta-. 
ken from h^m ! 'f \|iri\eji the^ order w;as given/* faid 
the foldier, " ey^ry qiip tlijoi^ght that the flaves were 
only put, i^ tp^ b^^ piar]ke4 an^ valued, and that each 
would get his pwp ^^K V^YV^^^ ^^h ojf the yalue; 
which ihe was rajpd at, to hif Majefty, and that Cor-? 
tes was to have np fi^rther cl^inti on th^m whatever.'* 
He add^cl a^gre^]t,de?l mqrQ to thie fanpie pjarpofe, but 
worf^ than what I haye njientioneii. When Cortes 
h^eard t|ief? cxf^amatjpps againft hinj, be made an-? 
fwer^ fwearing by hisconfci^pce (hisufual oath) that 
it never ftioiild hajipen f9 again, and he protefted th^at 
in future better regulations Ihoul^ be ajfiopted. Thu^, 

with 
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•9^ Impotli vrpr4S;»n4 fnx prOmUb oo his part, 
the ?if^ p»flic<J ov«r. 

• 

flijt I have WW foflWliung to QM^iiW worfc thaxt 
t^ ; it ha^been alr^yrdatcd how, ifitlic fatal nigltt 
of theretr^t from Mexico, the trcafurc was produced, 
axxd all the foldiers ^vea l&erty to take as mvfh as 
th^ choie of it ; xnany of thofe of ^iarvaez loaded 
thpQi^ves with^goU } fome atfo of ours did the fame ; 
tQ^. great many this coil their lives, and none, who 
^C2^ped with life ajid what they had carried ofl^ but 
^(^re^ feviardy woundpdf After all this, however,. 
<^rt^ <^ipe to k^ow that in our gorrifon here at La 
IfrQj^tei^a quantity of gold in ba|«. was in circula- 
t^QQ, and that deq) gaming was going on amongft 
out fQldier3; wherein our companions had forgot 
the. old proverb, which fays' that "weakh and ar- 
jjiQUrs ihould be kept concealed,*' He ifiued an or- 
^er for siU the gcdd to bp brought in within a given 
tifp?, under the feverefl penalty in: cafe of difobcdi- 
ence, promiflflg* on a fairdelivcy, to return the third 
part, but threatcsaing, in cafe o£ failure or evafion, 
th^t thi? whole fhould be forfeited. Many of the fol- 
diers refixfed, andfrc^oi fome Cortes took it by way 
^f loan ; but indeed, rather by main force than free 
will. As nvany of .the captain^, and a^ of thofe who 
ha4 olSc^ under has Majefly, were poffefled of gold, 
^ compromife took place, wji^reby no more was faid 
abont the order ; but it ^^^as a very bad tranfacKon 
piV the part of Cortes, 

The 
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The officers of Narvaez thought this a good june^ 
ture to renew their folicitations to Cortes for per-^ 
miffion to return to Cuba. After much trouble and 
many eflForts on their part, Cortes affented^ promifing 
that on the conqueft of Mexico he would give his friend 
Andres de Duero much more wealth than he had 
ever poffeffed. He made fimilar oflFers alfo to the 
other captains, efpedally to Auguftin Bermudez. 
Thofe who were determined to return he ordered to be 
provided with whatever was neceflary for their 
voyage, fuch as maize, dogs falted, fowls, &c. and, 
giving them one of the beft fliip's in the harbour^ he 
wrote letters by them to his wife Donna Catalina 
Xuarez Marcayda, and to his brother-in-law Juan 
Xuarez, informing them of all that had happened ; 
and he alfo tranfmitted to them by the £ime oppor- 
tunity fome bars and ornaments of gold^ The fol- 
lowing perfons were among thofe \^^ho returned to. 
Cuba at this time, with their pockets well lined, aftar 
all their difafters : Andres de Duero, Auguftin Ber- 
mudez, Jiian Buono de Quexo, Bernardino de Que- 
fada, Francifco Velafquez the Hump-backed, a rela- 
tion of the governor of Cuba, Gonzalo Carrafco, 
(who returned afterwards to^ this country, and Uver 
in La Fuebla) Melchor Velafco^ and one Ximenes, 
who lives in Guaxaca; (he went for his fons:)' 
alfo the commendador Leon de Cervantes, who went 
to bring over his daughters ; (after the conqueft of 
Mexico he married them to very honourable con- 
nexions :) one Maldonado, alfo of Medellin, an invalid, 

(not 
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(not he who married Donna Maria dd Rincon^ 
nor the bi^ Maldonado, nor the other of that 
name whom we called Alvaro Maldonado "the 
Ketce'*) who was married to a lady named 
Maida Arias: there was alfo one Vargas, whom 
we nicknamed " the Gallant,*' (I do not mean 
tKe Vargas who was fethcr-inJaw to Chriftoval Lo- 
bo :) Cardenas the pilot alfo went : it was he who 
talked of the two kings. Cortes gave him three 
hundred crowns for his wife and children: with many 
others, whom it would be too prolix to enumerate. 
When Cortes was remonftrated with on letting fo 
mattiy quit us iaour weak ftate, he replied, that he 
did it partly to get rid of their importunities, and 
partly becaufe they were not fit for war, and that it 
was better to be alone than badly accompanied. He 
fent Alvarado with them in order to fee them fliip- 
jped, and at this time, he alfo difpatched De Or das 
and Monzo de Mendoza to CafUlle, with certain in- 
ftru6Hons^ the tenor of which we were ignorant of j 
^ we alfo were of what was going on in that country 
relative to us, except that the bifhop of Burgos de- 
dared us all trsdtors, and that Diego de Ordas an- 
fwered very well for us, and got for himfelf the or- 
der of St. Jago, and for his coat of arms the volcano 
whiqh is between Guaxocingo and Cholula. But 
thefe affairs Ihall be related in their proper time^ 
Cortes alfo fent captaiji Alonzo de Avila, contador of 
New Spain, and Francifco Alvarez, a man of bufinefs, 
to make a report to the royal court of audience, and 

the 
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thfi bf6th€!r3 of thfe oi?der ef Je^onymiteS in St. Dtfr 
tnihgd, of all that had hapf)cncd, itiore jJarticulaarly 
rdativQ to NiarVaez ; ami alfo to inform tHcm, bow 
he had piiniihed hf flirtiy thofc guilty of ref Ok aiid 
mui'derS) and. m€ant tb parfue thfe fam^.tneitfi^il^ 
udth all thofe p^dpla wh6 kdhefcd to* the aHbfnce o£ 
thd^ Mexiein^ ? He alfo fiip^li<Jated their ktt^ercJfts'ift 
returefieAting oiinfaitMul ferviceu to the Enfpetdr, and 
theit fitf)pbrt, agamft the nnfireiAreibnta^ion^ arid ^-^ 
inity of the:biftiOp ofBurgtrs^ 

Cortes likdwtfe at tlris tlrtie ikniii vfcflel t6 Jaitikfj' 
cl for horfes, cbmtnattdai by one De Sdfe,'\;^lfofti tt^ 
afterwards called De Sdiis (fela^ fihterta. l^oAid ^ft 
ifk how he wa^^ ahle ttf fehd agents to €fiffi iffe, id* S^* 
Ddmingoy ancl Jfamaita, without nrroney*. "To thii I 
f^ly, thut onthe night of our retreat fronx Me»co^ 
(hough many of our fol<fieri were killed, y6t a con-* 
fiderable quantity of gold w^^ faved, as tlie filrft \di(y 
paflfed the bridge Were the eighty loadevf Tfafcalans i 
fo that though much Was loft in the ditchfei^ of Mex-? 
fco; yet dl' was not left there, and the golrf^ii|ch was^ 
brought off by the Tlafcsdans was by tlStem deliverecf 
to Cort^. But as to us poot foldicrs a^Ko' had nc^ 
eommaftd, but wefe cbnimahded^ it i^Wis enoilgh for' 
us to cfcape with ouf live^, siiid^ all' badly Woiindeif 
too, without troubling ourfelves what wag done \i^ith 
the gold^ nor how nltieh^ b£^ it \)tra^ brought off ; and 
it was alfo IhrewdlyfuQieftedi that the treaftire which 
fOl to the iHare of the gafii&h of Villa Ri<ia,-ahd o^ 

which 
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Vhicli thofe who were entrufted with the conveyance 
were robbed, went after all to Old Caftille, Jamaica 
and elfewhere. But the ingots of gold in the cap- 
tains' pockets ftopped all inquiry upon that head. 

The fi^e of Mexico being now determined on^ 
Cortes left a garrifon of twenty men, moftly lick and 
wounded, tmder the command of Frandico de Oroz- 
CO, in the town of Frontera, and proceeded with the 
reft of his force to the coimtry of Tlafcala, where he 
ordered timber to be cut for the conftrudion of the 
veflels to command the lake of Mexico. The (hips 
were to be conftruAed under the direAions of Mar* 
tin Lopez, an excellent fliipwright, and one who was 
moft highly ferviceable to his Majefty's interefts here 
in other refpe6b, beiides being a valiant foldicr. 
When we arrived at Tlafcala, we found that our 
good friend, and the fsdthful ally of our monarch, 
Maxicatzin, had fallen a viftim to the fmall pox. 
Cortes lamented him as if he had been his father, and 
put on mourning in refpeft to him, as did many of 
our captains and foldiers. As there was fome difpute 
in regard to the fiicceflicin, Cortes fettled that it fliould 
be with the legitimate fon of our friend, as he had 
defired at his death ; a fhort time previous to which, 
having fummoned his ^mily into his prefence, he 
had ftriftly enjoined them never to quit our alUance, 
as we were undoubtedly thole who were deftined to 
rule that country. The other chiefs of that nation 
offered their affiftance in providing timber, and alfo 

Vol. IL E to 
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to aid us in the war agstinft the Mtericahs. Gortei 
received their jiropofals with every mark of atten^ 
tion and gratitude, and at thit time prbpofed to one 
of them, the elder Xicdtengjt, to ttirn chriftian ; ta 
which he readily affented, and was baptized in great 
ceremony by thfe tiathe of Doh Lorenzd dc Virgas^ 

Our fiiipwright Lopez managed his bufinelS fo well, 
that in a few days he had all his timber cut, Ihaped 
and marked for each particular part of the veffels. 
He was affifted by a jgood foldier named Andres Nu- 
nez, and by old Ramirez the carpenter, who was lame 
withawoiind, Cortes 6btaihed from the port of Villa 
Rica the iron work, fails, and other heceflaries to e- 
quip the veffels ; and he alfo ordered tobe fent to him 
what fmiths were there^ amonglt others, Agiiilar, of 
which name theil* were three suBongft us» but this wais 
the man we called '* the ironmauler*^* As pitch was 
wanting, and was unknown to the natives of thofb 
countries, he fent four failors to the pine woods of 
Guaxacingo, which are very Cohfiderable, to obtain a 
fupply 6£ that article. Some curious peirfohs have a!k- 
ed me why Cortes fent Alonzo de Avila, who was f6 
valiant a captain, on an aflEiir of negociation, when hi 
had men of bufinefs, fuch as Alonzo de Grado, and 
Jiiah de Caceres the rich, and others whom they have 
named to me. To this I reply, that Cortes fent Avili 
becaufe he was a brave man, and would not be afraid 
to fpeak out on any heceflary occafl^n in order to ob- 
tain jufticc } and therefore, to avoid being oppofed 

and 



THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 97 

9nt| tji^jr^cd by hiip, and to giyc his company to 
4^dre5 4^ Tapia, and Ijos oflEicp of contador to Alonzo 
4e GradOy Cort^ choiie to fend I^iiji upon bufinds to 
§t. Domingo. 

J?ow that the timber of the veffcls was aU ready 
for the dock yard, and that thofe who came with 
Narvaez no longer molefted us with their 6ears and 
furmiibs, there was great difierence of opinion a-- 
mongft u$ 00 tl^e fubjed of efiabjifhing our poft, \x% 
order to prepare for the inveftment of Mexico, 
Some ftrongly recommended Ayotdngo^ as moft con- 
venient on account of the canals ; others^ amongft 
whom yras Cortes, as ftrongly infifted on the eligi* 
bility of Tezcuco, as vadSi advantageous for making 
incujfions upon the Mexicaii territory. .The deci- 
sion being at length for Tezcuco, juft as we were rea- 
dy to march we were interrupted in our movements 
for an inftant, by intelligence that a veffel had ar- 
rived at Villa Rica from .Europe and the Canary 
yiands, loaded with military ftores, merchandize, and 
horfes. It was commanded by one Frandfco Medel, 
but the owner of the property, who came with it, 
was one Juan de Burgos. There were alfo on bqard 
thirteen foldiers. We were in high fpirits on receive 
ing this intelligence, and Cortes having fent orders to 
purchafe the whole cargo, we loft not a moment in 
felting forward on our route for Tezcuco, after we 
were joined by the people who came on board the 
yeffel. 4mongft\hefe were one JuUn del Efpinar, af- 

tcrw^d^ 
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terwards a very rich man j one Sagredo, unde to the 
woman called La Sagreda, in the ^fland of Cuba ; and 
a Bifcayan named Monjaraz, uncle to two of that 
name who were foldiers with us, and father to the 
handfome woman whq afterward^ came to Mexico^ 
called La Monjarazsu This man never was in any 
expedition or engagement with us, always pretending; 
to be fick, though he miffed no opportunity of boaft- 
ing of his valour. When wp befieged Mexico, he faid 
he \!irquld fee how ^he natiyes fought, for he had no 
opinion of their bravery. He accordingly went to 
the top of a very high temple, like a turret, and no 
one ever coul,d tell how it was, but certain Indians 
killed him on that very day. Thofe who had known 
him in the ifland of St. Domingo faid that it wais^ 
God's judgment on him for having had his wife, a 
good, honourable and beautiful woman, put to death^ 
by the perjury of felfe witneffes. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER 11. 

March of the Spaniards to befiege Mexico^ December 
Q.%thy 1520. Invejiment of Mexicoj May ^otby 1521. 
Siege of that City y and final Conquefiy Augufl 16/A, 

ON the day after the feaft of the nativity wc fet 
forward towards Tezcuco with our full force, 
and accompanied by ten thoufand of our Tlafcalan 
alUes. On the fame night we halted in a part of the 
territory of Tezcuco, the inhabitants of the place fup- 
plying us with provifions. The next night we halted 
at the foot of the ridge of mountains, having made a 
march of about three leagues ; we found here a very 
fevere cold. Early the next day wc afcended the 
mountains, the bad roads through which were made 
more difficult by cuts, or dikes, abbatis of trees, and 
the like, which required the utmofl exertions of our 
allies to remove. Proceeding thus however with 
much regularity and precaution, we reached the fum- 
mit, a company of mulketeers and crofs-bow-men be- 
ing in our front, and our allies clearing the way for 
the cavalry. Defcending a little, we came to that 
part from whence we difcover the whole extent of 
the city, lake and plain of Mexico, with all its towns 
rifing as it were out of the water ; and here we re- 
turned thanks to God for permitting us again to be- 
hold this city. 

Wc 



30 HUE TRUJE mSf OJIY DP 

We now obferved fignals made by finoke in the 
different places towards M^v^cQy apd a little further 
on we fell in with a body <rf the enemy who were 
poftfsd a|: a bad pafs, where a broken wqodpn l^ridge 
croffed a deep wiater qitr We foon cjrove them from 
thence, and paflfed over withput diffiqolty, tfie enejpy 
contenting themfdves with {hooting at us from a 
diftance* Our allies pillaged as they went along, con* 
tfary to the inclinsation ©f Cortes, who was pot a^c 
to re&rain them, We halted for this night at ^ tpw^ 
in the territory of Tezcuco^ whj cji jthe i^abitants had 
abandoned. Wf had got intd^gence^ b^ fome Me;^^-^ 
leans we made prifonent in the Uft Ikirm^^ that Jbrge 
bodies of the enemy waited for us in front j but it 
^erwards appeared that they had feparated, jn cpn-^ 
iequence o£ fe^ds, and ind^^ ? <ivU yr^^ wHch cT^Af 
ed b0:wc^ ^e Me^cans md t^ofe of TezcucQ. Jh^ 
fmzH pd:^ alfo^ ^hidi was at the (ame time yery 
deftrufti^ in the country, contTilb^te^ Mi Ji confider- 
al4e degree to preycnt their surxnies from affemWing* 

Gn the next mpi^ning we again fct forward oja our 
m^ch for Tezcuco, which was diftjipt about two 
le^LgueB } but we had proGee4ed ?i very fho^ ^ftance^ 
Jbefore one of our patrdes came tp us with intelligejice 
that ten Indiajas were on the road, with figns oJF 
peace. The whole of the co\intry alfo through which 
we marched exhibited every %n of moft perfeft 
tranquillity. When thefe Indians arrived, ^^e found 
that thpy compofed an embaffy, coniifting of feven 

chieftains 
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eBeftdil^ ctf Tezeuee* A gokten batwer borne upon 
a itih^ lance was aimid before thai, md when they 
canle iiea^ us tbtbiaiiiner was lowered, imd they bowedl 
thdr bodies. Addreffing Gcnrtes hi the name of their 
Idrd Goceiirad^ the prince ^iF Tezcuco, they then re« 
^nefted to be iisedred undtf ottr prote£tion, itariting 
t^ t)6 thdr dty, and prefenting to us, as a token of 
pdi^^Mit i^idk^ They utteriy denied har^ 

y^ Uy part In tkt attacks With which we had been 
lte£at^ed, and ^b^uefted that no itajury vai^ be 
i&t^ to their city by us or our affies. Three of thefe 
aiilia&ders were ptiHToha&y known to moft of ut, for 
they wtffe JM^iKtions of the good Montezuma, and 
t^^tdms of Mft guilds. Ck>rtes eameftly requ^ed the 
Tbfedatt chiefs to pireirent thdr pe<^ from pills^ing^ 
i^yi his wi&es were ftridly attended to> excepting 
teify iii ^ ardele of prorifiote^ 

It deaily a^eair^ that this embafly %as a mcR 
frefence } neverthiele& t^ mbiffiidors wek^ afiured 
that every prdtediooi fliould be afibrded to the coun- 
try, but were at the iknetime t^ that it could not 
be imkhown to them how ^hoivc forty ef the Spa«. 
ttiard^ and two huncked of our alUes were put to death 
^t^ t&eir territories when we retreated from Mac. 
too. F^ the ]d& of fives CMtes Q6A no rellftution 
c^Mildbe made, but d» geld and other {xtiperty they 
<m^t return. Th^ in r^y Arew the blame upon 
^e pHnee who had focceeded Montezuma, and who 
^^^ £dd reteived the fp<^, and &crificed the priffo- 

ners. 
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ncrs. Cortes therefore found that little was to be got 
from them, and we proceeded to a village in the out- 
Ikirts of Tezcuco, named Guatinchan, or Huaxutlan, 
where wc halted fbr the night. On the enfuing 
morning we arrived at Tezcuco, and immediately re-J 
marked that neither women or children were to be 
feen, and the men appeared as if they were medita- 
ting fome mifchief againft us^ We took up our quar- 
ters in fome buildings which eonfifted of large halls 
and endofed courts, and received orders not to quit 
them, and to be very alert. Alvarado, De Oli, and 
fome foldiers, whereof I was one, then afcended to 
the top of the great temple, which was very lofty, in 
order to notice w;hat was going on in the neighbour- 
hood. We obferved that all the people were in move-» 
ment, carrying off their children and effefts-to the 
woods, the reedy borders of the lake, and to a num- 
ber of canoes collected for the purpofe. Cortes now 
wifhed to feize the chief who had fent him the em- 
bafly, but found that he had fled to Mexico, with 
many other perfons of rank. We polled ftrong 
guards for the night, and as in fo large a city there 
are many different parties and faftions^ and thofe per- 
fons who were adverfe to the prefent chief having re- 
mained, Cortes on the next morning fent for them, 
and inquired into the ftate of their government. 
They affured him that their prefent chief, Cocoivat- 
zin, was an ufurper, having murdered his elder 
brother Cufcuxca, and was fupported only by the 
prince then on the throne of Mexico, and whofe 

name 
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name was Gua;timotzin. They pointed out the 
youth who was the right heir, and who was imme- 
diately conduded into the prefence of Cortes, by 
whofe order he Was baptized with much folemnity, 
being called after his godfather, Don Hernando Cor- 
tes •, after which he was appointed lord of Tczcuco. 
Cortes in order to retiin him in our holy faith and 
in the interHls of Sp^dn, and alfo to infhiift him in 
our language, ordered three perfons to attend upon 
him; Anthonio de Viflaroel, married to the handfbme 
I&bel de OjcdsL ; a bachelor named Efcobar, captain 
of Tezcuco; and Pedro Sanches Farfan, a good foldier, 
married to the worthy and honourable lady Maria 
de Eftrada. Cortes then required of him a number 
of Indito labourers to open the canals, in order to 
bring his vefl'els to the lake. He alfo explained to 
him his plan of attacking Me^co, to which the 
young prince offered afliftance to the utmoft of hit 
powder. 

Our captjuns were at thb time affigned their dif- 
ferent pofb, in cafe of a fudden attack upon our quar- 
ters, the reigning prince in Mexico frequently fend- 
ing out his troops upon the lake, in expe£tation of 
taldng us unprepared. Some neighbouring people, 
whofe diftrid is called Guatinchan, and who had 
been guilty of offences in the murders of our coun- 
trymen, now petitioned for and obtained pardon. 
The work upon the canals went on moft rapidly, as 

Vol. IL F wc 
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we never had lefs than from feven to eight thoufand 
Indians employed; 

Coadlavaca, late upon the throne of Mexico^ wzs- 
lord of Iztapalapa, the people whereof were bitter 
enemies to us, and our declared allies of Chalco^ 
Talmaianco, Mecameca, and Chimaloacan. As we 
had been twelve days in Tezcuco, fo large a force 
caufed fome fcarcity of provifions ; idlenefs had alfo 
made our aHies grow impatient ; and for thofe reafons 
' it became neceffary to. take the field* Cortes there- 
fore proceeded towards Iztapalapa, at the head of 
thirteen cavalry, two hundred and twenty infantry, 
and the whole body of our Indian confederates. The 
inhabitants had received a reinforcement of eight 
fhou&nd Mexicans, and, as we approached, they fell 
back into the town j but this was aU a concerted 
plan ; they then fled into their canoes, the reeds by 
the fide of the lake, and alfo to thofe houfes which 
were in the water, where they remained quietly, 
leaving us in pofleflion of that part of the town which 
was dn the firm land. As it was now night, we pofted 
Cur guards, and were repofing contentedly in our 
quartets, when all on a fudden there came on us fuch 
a body of water by the fl:reets and into the houfes, 
that, if our friends from Tezcuco had not called to 
us >t that moment, we fliould have been all drowned ; 
for the enemy had Cut the banks of the canals, and 
^Ifo a caufeway, whereby the place was laid under 
water as it were iriftantaneoufly. As it happened, 

two 
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two of our alKes only loft their lives, but all our pow- 
<lcr was deftroyed, and we were glad to efcape wth 
a good wetting. We paffed the night badly enough, 
being fupperlefe, and very cold ; but what provoked 
us mofi: was the laughter and mockings of the Indians 
upon the lake. Worfe than this however happened 
to us, for large bodies from the garrifon of Mexico, 
who knew of the plan, croffed the water and fell on 
us at day break with fuch violence that it was with 
difficulty we could fuftain their attacks. ITiey killed 
two foldiers and one of our horfes, and wounded a 
great many. Our allies alfo fuflfered a confiderablc 
lofs on this occafion. The enemy being at length 
beaten off, we returned to Tezcuco, in very bad 
humour, having acquired little fame or advantage by 
our expedition. 

Two days after our return from our laft expedition, 
the people of three neighbouring diftri<5b, viz. Tepe- 
tezcuco, Obtumba, and another which I do not re- 
colled, fent to folicit pardon for the offences they had 
committed, excufi^g themfelves^ by sdledging the 
commands of Coadlavaca. Cortes, making a merit 
of neceflity, gave them a free pardon, knowing very 
well that he was not in a iituation to do otherwife. 
The people alfo of that place called Venezuela, or Lit- 
tle Venice, who had always been at enmity with the 
Mexicans, now folicited our alliance ; a circumftance 
Jiighly ufeftil, from the fituation of that town within 

the 



3^ THE TRUE HISTORY OF 

the lake ; aiad they promifed alfo to hriiig over thdr 
neighbours to us. 



Intelligence was foon received, that large bodies of 
Mexican troops had fallen upon the diftrifts in alliance 
with us, the inhabitants of which, being afraid to 
remain at home, were flying to the woods or to oUr 
quarters for protection. Cortes ordered out twenty 
cavalry and two hundred infantry, twenty three 
mufketeers and crofs-bow-men included, and, taking 
Alvarado and De Oli with him, proceeded to the 
towns of Guatinchan and Huaxutlan. The reports 
appeared to have foundation, but the real caufe of con- 
tention was, the crop of Indian corn on the borders of 
the lake, which was now fit to reap, and from which 
the people of Tezcuco and the others fupplied our 
provifions ; but the Mexicans alfo laid claim to it, and 
it appeared that the produce of thefe fields went to 
the priefts of Mexico. Cortes told them to inform 
him when they thought it neceffary to cut the corn, 
and accordingly, at that time, a body of one hundred 
or upwards of pur foldiers, attended by the allies, 
went out to cover the reapers. I was twice on that 
duty, and had one fmart fkirmifh. The Mexicans 
croffed over in upwards of a thoufand canoes, and 
attacked us in the maize fields, but we and our allies 
drove them back to their boats, with the lofs of one 
fbldier of ours killed, and many wounded. They 
fought like men, and left behind them twenty dead, 

and 
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^sMftd we alfo took $ye prifoner^ At this time other 
neighbounng cUftri^ foUcited our ^^lliance. 

There were two pbces, name^ Chalco and Talma- 
lanco, of fome cQn^uence» aa being between our 
army and TlafcaJa. They were now pofiefled by the 
Mexican troops, and though Cortes had fevcral peti- 
tions for protection, he thought it neceflary above aU 
things immediately to diflodge thefe Mexicans, that 
fuchof his allies as wiihed it might return home, and 
alfo in order to obt^ his ihip timber from Tlafcala. 
He therefore fcnt a force for this purpofe, under San- 
doval and De Lugo, copfifting of fifteen cavalry and 
two hundred infantry, and he gave thefe officers 
orders to break comj^tdy the Mexican force, where- 
by we ihould obtain a clear communication with 
Villa Rica. Our allies of Chalcp were fecretly inform- 
ed of our intention, in order that they fhould he 
ready to fuppojrt us. Sandoval had put tpn of tus 
party in the rear as a guard, and to proted the allies 
who were returning home with his detachment, and 
who were loaded with plunder. The Mexicans fell 
upon them on their march with confiderable impref- 
fion, owing to the weaknefs of the rear guard, of 
which they killed two, and wounded the reft ; and, 
although Sandoval inftantly flew to their relief, the 
Mexicans contrived to reach the lake. Sandoval 
cenfured the people in the rear for this, throwing the 
whole blame on them ; he then put the Tlafcalans in 
fecurity, and having fent the letters with which he 

was 
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was intrufted to the commandant of Villa Rica, in 
which Cortes ordered him to fend what reinforce- 
ments he could to Tlafcala, there to wait until it 
fliould be afcertained that the route from thence to 
Tezcuco was clear, he difmiffed the allies to their 
province, and returned to Chalco, which diftrid: he 
had reafon to apprehend was filled with the troops of 
the Mexicans. 

On his road he was attacked, in a plain covered 
with maize and maguey, by a body of the enemy, 
who wounded feveral of his party ; the cavalry drove 
them to a diftance, after which he purfued his route 
to Chalco. Having informed the principal people of 
this place of his intention to march to Tezcuco on 
the enfuing day, they informed him of their deter- 
mination to go with him, and for the following rea- 
fon. Their lord was lately dead of the fmall pox. 
He had 6n his death-bed recommended his fons to 
the proteftion of Cortes, being convinced that we 
were thofe of whom their anceftors had prophefied, 
when they faid that men with beards fliould come 
to govern them ; and he therefore enjoined his fons 
to receive their dominions from the hands of qur 
chief. Sandoval accordingly marched for our head 
quarters, bringing with him the young lords of 
Chalco, who experienced a moft gracious reception 
from Cortes, and they prefented him with ornaments 
of gold amounting in value to above t^o hundred 
thoufand crowns. Cortes divided the diftrift be- 
tween 
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tween them, ^ving Chalco and the larger part to 
the elder brother, and Talmalanco, Ayocingo, and 
Chimalcan, with other places, to the younger. By 
£3me Mexican prifoners Cortes fent a meflage to 
the reigning prince in that dty, couched in the 
moft inviting and anriicable terms, in order to in- 
duce him to come to an accommodation ; but 
Guatimotzin would not hear them, and perfifted 
in the moft aftiye hoftility agwift us. Frequent 
con^laints came to us at this time of the incur- 
fions made by the enemy upon our allies of Gua- 
tinchsui and Huaxutlan, in the neighbourhood of 
the lake, upon the old caufe of the fields fown for 
the fervice of the Mexican temples j in confequencc 
of which, Cortes being determined to put a ftop to 
thefe inroads, and marching with a ftrong party for 
that purpofe, came up with the enemy at the dif- 
tance of about two leagues from Tezcuco, and fo 
completely broke and defeated them, though with 
no very confiderable lofs ^ on their fide, that they 
did not fhow themfdves there again. 

As it was refolved to lofe no time in the grand 
objeft of our enterprife, Sandoval, attended by 
twenty of the principal people of Tezcuco, march- 
ed with a detachment of two hundred foldiers of 
the infantry, twenty mufketeers and crofs-bow-men 
jnduded, and fifteen cavalry, from Tezcuco, in 
order to bring the timber to conftruft our Ihips 
on the lake of Mexico. Before they fet out, Cor- 
tes 
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tes effeSed a reconciliation between the Tlafcalans 
dnd the Indians oF Chalco, who had long been 
hoflHe. He gave dircftiohs to Sahdoval, after he 
had left the chieftains of Chalco in their own 
town, to proceed by a plicfe named by Us PUeMa 
Moriefca, the inhabitants of which had robbed and 
put to death Upwards of forty bf xHnr foldieri, whd 
'Were on their march from Vera Cruz to MeMco^ 
when we went to the relief <rf Aivarado. Sando^ 
val had oirders to inflift ah tk^topfe^y punifhfneht 
on them, not that their guilt wits more than that 
of the people of TezcUtio, ^ho were the leaders 
of the bufinefs, but becaufe thty doUM be punifli'- 
ed with lefs incoiivehitence. Irli6 flice Was pixi 
Under nillitaty execution. Some few of the in- 
habitants were made ptifoncrs) and when Sandov^ 
inquired of them in what ihaniidr they had de* 
ftroyed the Spaniards, they inforriied him that tfey 
were fallen on by the troops of Mexico and Tez* 
cuco, by furprize, in a narrow pals where they 
could only go In fingle file, and that it was done 
in revenge for the. death of Cacamatzin. Not 
moVe than three or foUr of thde people loft ttieir 
lives, as Sandoval had pity on them. In the tem- 
ples Were founi many traces of the blood of our 
countrymen upon the walls, their idols were be- 
ftneared with it, and We found the feiiis of two 
of their faces with their beards, drcffed fike lea- 
ther, 2ind hung Upon the altirs, as were alfo iht 
fiioes of foUr horfes, together with thdr fkihs, 

very 
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^cry well dreffed. Tlie following words were 
found written Upoii 1 piec^ of nuirUe fixed in the 
Wall of one of the hbufes t ** Here was taken the 
Hnfortunate Juan Jufte, with mahy Others of his 
companions;** iTiis Jnfte was a gentleman who 
came with Narvaez, and ferved in the cavsdry; 
Thefe lad remains filled the minds of Sandoval 
and his party with rage and grief ; but therd was 
no poffibility of obeying the di£bltes of their fed- 
Itigsi, fdr the men W^e all fled^ and the women 
and childreit bewailed their fate in the moft afieAing 
terms; Sandoval therefore fent them to their huf- 
bands and fathers^ whcmi they induced to conie in 
and fubmk. Irk anlwer to the qoeftions put to them 
rdative to the gold, they dedared that it had ill been 
claimed by the Mexicans. Sandoval now continued 
his march to Hafcala, and when he came near the 
capital of that country he fdl in with a vaft bod^ of 
Indians emfdoyed in tranfporting the timber^ and 
conducted by Chichimecatede, and our fhtpwrigfat 
Martin Lopez. The order thefe people came in was 
as follows : Eight thoufand men carried the timber^ 
ready fhaped for every part of the thirteen veflfcls ; 
eight thoxifand more followed as a guatd with their 
enfigns and arms ^ and a third body of two thoufand, 
as a relief, and with provifions for the whole* Seve- 
ral Spaniards joined us with this effort, and aUb two 
great TMealan chiefs, named Teuletide and Teatical. 
The enemy appeared cmly in finall bodies at a diflance, 
but it was thought neceffary to ufe much precaution^ 
Vol. II. ® . confidcring 
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coniiilermg the extent of the line pf march^ and the 
danger of a furprife. Sandoval &nt £3Qie of his 
troops in frcmt^ and pofted others on the flanks, while 
he rei|»ained at the rear guard with the Tlafcalans, 
to whom he aligned that poftr This arnu^ment 
gave their chief, Chichimecatede, great offence ; but 
when he was informed that it was there the Mexican^ 
were mctft likdy tQ attack, his pride becaove pacified. 
In tWQ days more the whole body arrived at Tes^cuco^ 
in great triumph and pomp, the alUe$ wearing their 
fiheft habits and ^eit ]^umes of feathors^ with drums 
horns and trumpets founding. Thus they continued 
marching into our quzxtcts^ withox}! bres^dng a file> 
for the ipace of full half the day, fhouting out, " Caf- 
tilla! Cafima! Hafcala! Tlsifcala! Hve his Majefty 
the Emperor/' 

Our timber being all now h^d ready at the docks, 
in a very fhort time, by the great exertions of Lopez^ 
the hulls were completely finiflied ; but we were 
obliged to keep the ftrideft guard, as the Mexicans 
fsxkt three parties to endeavour to fet them on fire. 

The Hafcakns were anxious to be fent on fome 
enterprife, andClortes indulged them by declaring 
his intention to march on the enfiiing day to Saltocan, 
a town which had negled:ed our fummons to a fub« 
miffion. For this purptrfe he ordered two hundred 
and fifty infantry and thirty cavalry, the whdie of 
the Tls^calans, and a body of the warriors of Tezcu- 

co. 
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to. He zppcinted the eaptaias Alvarado and De Oii 
to ad under hhn, and having left the poft of Tezcu* 
£0, where it was alwaEjs nectfiary ^ to hare the 
beard upon the flioulders^^' tinder the care of Sando- 
val, aikl ordered Lopez to have the veflels readf to 
launch -within the %aoe of fifteen days, he iet ont 
with the above force upon his expedition. When 
he api^oached Sakocany he was met by hi^e bodies 
of the Me^can troops, whom the cavafary drove to 
the woods. The troops halted for the night in fome 
viBageSy in a country thiddy inhabked. They were 
kept very akrt, for it was known that the enemy had 
a coniiderable force in Saltocan ; and a body of Mex- 
icans had been fimt thither in large boats, and was at 
this time conceal^ in the deep eanals of the neigh- 
bourhood. 

On the enfuing day, at the cotntnencement of the 

march, our troops weft aflailed by the enemy, and 

feveral were wouncted, without our cavalry having ft 

in their power to retaliate, on account of the number 

of ouiai^ The only caufeway wMch led to the town 

on the land fide they had comj^ely inundated, and 

our avdfketry was of no eflfea againft the enemy in 

their canoes, bdng fo well guarded by ftrong fcrecns 

of timber. All this contributed to give dur people a 

di%uft to the expedition. Some Indians of Tezcuco, 

who had joined our armfy, at this time pointed out a 

pais to one of our foldiers ; upon which, our people 

put thcn^lves into march, and under the direclion 

of 
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of their guide cro&d the canals and waters, and at 
length reached the road which led to the town, Corr 
tes with the cayalry remaining on the other fidcu 
Our troops advanced s^pft the town, and made a 
confiderable flau^ter of the Mexicans, driving the 
remainder, and the natives of the place, to their 
boats. They then returned to Cortes, with a con- 
fiderable booty of flaves, nniantles, £dt, and gold. We 
loft one fcddier by this ^xpedit;ion. 

On the enfuing day Cortes marched againft a large 
town called Culvatitlan, through a very populous 
country. ' We found the place td which we marched 
totally deferred, and here we halted for the night. 
Qn the enfuing cjay we; proceeded to another large 
town called Tenayuco, but which we named the towa 
of the ferpents, on account of the enormous figures 
of thefe animals which we found in their temjdes, 
^nd which they worfliipped as gods. This place we 
alfo found deferted, and we proceeded a league far- 
ther to that which wq called the town of the gold- 
fmiths. This place was alfo deferted, and our troops 
marched half a league farther, to Tacuba, our foldiers 
being obliged to cut their way through qonfiderable 
numbers of the natives. In this town our troops 
halted for the night, and on the next day they were 
afl'ailed by bodies of the enemy, who had fettled a 
plan to retreat by their caufeways, in order to draw 
us into an ambufcade. This in part fucceeded ; Cor- 
tes and our troops piirfued them acrofs a bridge, and 

were 
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xtrere immediatdy fiuronnded by vaft numbers on 
land and in the water. The enfign was thrown over 
the bridge, and the Mexicans were dragging him to 
their canoes, yet he efisiped from them with his 
colours in his hand. In this attack they killed five 
of our foljdiers^ and wounded many. Cortes perceived 
his imprudence, and ordered a retreat, which was ef- 
fe<?led with regularity, our people fronting the enemy, 
and only giving ground inch by inch. Juan Volante, 
the enfign who fell into the lake, had a jealoufy with 
one of 01^ foldiers, Pedro de Ircio, about a certain 
woman. The latter in order to aflB-ont him uied 
fome abufiv^ language, which Vobnte did not defiarve, 
being a very valiant genjtleman, as he had fhown on 
)^hat and noany other occafions. Cortes halted here 
for five days, and then returned to Tezcuco, the 
Me:3dcans harafling his march ; but, having been once 
idefeat^d in an ambufcade which Cortes laid for them, 
they defifted- When our troops arrived at head 
quarter^, the Tlafcalans, whp had enriched themfdves 
by plunder, were anxious to go home, which Cor- 
bies readily gave them permiflion to do. 

During four days after this expedition, the Indians 
of feveral ndghbouring diftrifts came in with prc- 
fents and dedarations of fubmiffion. Cortes recdved 
all in good part, although he knew very well that 
they had been concerned in murders, difmiifing them 
with promifes of proteftion. Other applications of 
a more emb^rafling nature were alfo made at this 

time; 
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time ; for the nations in oar altia^ce came witk paints 
ed repreientaticms of the outrages comnktxrd <m. thenpi 
by the Mexicans, and re<|ttefting fuccour. Cortes 
was hardly able to grant them afi^aoccy from the 
ftate oi our army, which, exdufivc rf our 1^ by 
killed and wounded, was grown very unhealthy. 
He however pronufed them his fupport, but told 
them to rely more on their own exertions, and that 
they fliould be rfTifted by the nrighbouring people of 
our alliance. For this purpofe he gave them fetters 
of fummcMis to the refpeftive diftrife to afiethble 
againft the common enemy. The different diftrift^, 
having aflembled their forces, tnet the Mexicans in 
the field, »id had an aAion with them, in which 
they exerted themfelves with fuccefe. The province 
of Chako however was an ob^e^ of moie ifnpoitance; 
the poflelSoii of that country was reqi*iflte for our 
communication with Villa Rica aiid Tlafi:ala, and for 
the fubfiftence of our troc^s, as it was a corn coun- 
try. It wa& much haraflfed, and therefore Cortes 
fcnt Sandoval with about two hundred and fifty of 
our troops, cavalry and infantry, accddipani^ by 
what few of our Tlafcalan allies remained with us, 
and a company of thofe of TesBCuco, ta ctear it of the 
enemy. 

On the twelfth day of Mardi, one thoufand five 
hundred and twenty one, after hearing mafsy Sando- 
val fet out, and arrived in the difhrift of Chalco. On 
the enfiiing morning he reached Talmanalco, where 

he 
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be recdved information tlut the Meidcaii force wat 
pafted at a large town called Guaxtepcqne. The 
warriors of Chalco acccmipanied our troops, who 
haked for Ae night at the town of C h i m alcan. On 
the next morning Sandoval ordered the crois-bow- 
men and miiik^eers to attack the enemy in the 
broken ground, and, forming the cavahry into finall 
divifipns of three in front, direded them to charge 
a3ibon as the firing l^id made any impreflion ; thofe 
who ^ere armed with fword and buckler he formed 
13 a compad body as a referve. Advancing in this 
order, he ihortly percdved the Mexicans in three 
large lottalions or colu,mns, and founding their war- 
like mufic. As fbon as Sandoval perceived their di£* 
pofitiop, he thought proper to give up his original 
plan, ai^d to break the enemy by a charge of cavalry. 
Putting himfelf therefore at the head of this body of 
troops, he attacked them, crying out, " St. Jago for 
us 1 comrades, fsdl on !*' The main body of the Mex^ 
leans was partly hrolma by the charge, but they im^ 
mediately dofed and fronted again. The ground 
Ifras miich in their £ivour, £6 that Sandoval faw it 
was abfolutely neceflary to drive them from this poft 
into the open ground in their rear. For this purpofe 
he ordered the mufl^eers and crois-bow-men to en- 
^g^ them in the front, and the troops armed with 
iword and target to turn their flanks, and he gave di-» 
regions, that, at the proper time, the cavalry ihould 
fiJl on the enemy by a fignal. He alfo now ordered 
our allies to come forward to the attack. Our troops 

at 
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at laft forced them to retreat ; they fell back howev^ 
no farther than to a fecond ftrong pofition, nor could 
Sandoval with his cavalry do any confiderable execu- 
tion among them* Here we loft Gonzalo Dominguez, 
whofe horfe fell with him, whereby he died in a few 
days. He was much regretted, for we efteemed him 
to be as brave a foldier as De Oli or Sandoval. Our 
army, having broken the enemy again, purfued them 
to the town, where they were fuddenly attacked by 
at Icaft fifteen thoufand frefti warriors, who attempt- 
ed to furround them ; but our troc^ falling on both 
their flanks, the whole faced about and fled, en- 
deavouring to rally behind fome works which they 
had conftrufted. They were however fo dofely foI-» 
lowed that they had not time to do fo, and were 
driven completely withinfide the town. Sandoval 
then thought it neceflary to give his foldiers fome re- 
pofe, and, as a confiderable fpoil of provifions had 
fallen in the way of the troops, they began to prepaftf 
their dinners, during which time the patroles camcf 
galloping in, crying '^ To arms! the enemy are com- 
ing !'* There was hardly a moment's interval untif 
they were prepared, and, advancing againft the 
enemy, they met them in an open fpace, and had a: 
fevere fldrmifli, after which the enemy fell back be- 
hind their works ; but Sandoval attacked them with 
fuch impetuofity that he drove thefll completely away^ 
forcing them to evacuate the town. 



La 
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In this place was a very maguificent and extcnfive 
garden, in which Sandoval took his quarters for the 
hight, and certsdnly it was a beautiful one to behold ; 
It cont^ckl a number of large and handfome buikUngs, 
and fucli varieties that it was truly admirable, and fit 
for the refidence of a great priqce ; nor had oyr ibl- 
diers time to fee the whole of it, for it was above 9 
quarter of a league in lengths I was not in this acf 
tion, beiing very ill by the wound of a lance, which I 
received in my throat at the a&ir of Iztapalapa, the 
marks of which I tarry to this day ; but I faw the 
garden about twenty days afterwardS| when I accom- 
panied Cortes. Not ha^ng been on this expedition, 
for the reafon I have before affigned, as I was then 
almoft at death's door, I do not in my narrative fay 
we, and us, but they, and them; but, notwithflanding 
that, all is true to the letter as I have related it ; for 
-the tranla£dons o^ an expedition are immediately 
known in quarters, nor is there any opportunity of 
adding to^ or diminiflung, the truth, as is fometimes 
the cafe dfewhcfre^ 

l^doval thought it a good time to fumnion all the 
tieighbouring diftrifts to fubmiffion, which he accor- 
ifingly did, but with very little effeft, thofe of Acapift- 
Ian, Specially, anfwering by a defiance. This made 
6ur allies of Chalco uneafy, as well knowing that 
they and the Mexicans were only waiting until the 
return of the Spaniards, in order to fall upon them. 
iPor feveral reafons it was neceflary therefore to hum- 

VoE. n. H ble 
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ble thefe people, but a great difference of opinion ex- 
ifted on the fubjcd. Sandoval was adverfe to any 
new expedition, on account of the number of his^ 
wounded, and the fddiers of Narvaez Were adverfe^ 
becaufe they difliked rifques of any kind ; but our 
alUes were for it, and captain Luis Marin, a wife and 
valiant officer, ftrongly fupported them. As the 
cfiftance was but two leagues, Sandoval acquielteA 
when he advanced, the enemy attacked him with 
their miffile weapons, and, after wounding fomeof 
his men, returned to their ftrong poff in the town^ 
Our allies did not exhibit much alacrity in going to 
the attack, in which the Spaniards w^re obliged to 
fiiew them the way, and, difmounting fome of the 
cavalry, and leaving the reft in the plain to guaird the 
rear, they advan ^^d againft the place, which they en- 
tered, having a amber wounded in the afcent, "and 
amongft others Sandoval himfelf. But if the Indians 
wcretafefdy before, they made up for it now ; the Spa- 
niards not having the trouble of putting the enemy 
to death, it being entirely faved them by their allies. 
Indeed our countrymen thought their time employed 
to much better purpofe in fearching for gold, 6v mak- 
ing good femsde j^ifohers, than in cutting to pieces a 
parcel of poor wretches who did not any longer de- 
fend thiemfelves. They frequently blamed the cruelty 
of theiif allies, and faved many Indians from them. 
Gomara hys that the Spaniards fuffered thirft here, 
becaufe the wiatcr was not to be drank, on account of 
the quantity of blood with which it was difcoloured ^ 

the 
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the hit is, that tnany of the wounded Mexicans dad 
come from the rocks and ridges down to the water in 
jnaking their efcape, and it was difcoloured the length 
of time that it would take to fay an Ave Maria, but 
as to our people fuffering thirft on that account, that 
jnuft be untrue, for there were feveral fountains of 
the fineft water in the town* 

After tins fuccefs Sandoval returned to Tczcuco, 
with a number of flaves and confiderable fpoil. 
Gu^tiraotzin, the reigning prince of Mexico, was en- 
raged when he heard of the hoftilities committed 
againfl: him by his own people of Chalco, •and deter- 
mined to inflict immediate punifhment. He now 
lent acrofs the lake twenty thoufand of his warriors, 
in two thoufand canoes, to wafte the province ^\^th 
fire ^nd fword, fo that at the very moment when the 
brave Sandoval had arrived at head quarters, and be- 
fore hp could make the report of his expedition to 
the general, there arrived expreflcs irom Chalco, 
ftating their being in a more defperate fituation than 
ever. This put Cortes in a violent paffion with San- 
doval, thinking th^t he had been the caufe of this 
misfortune ; and thus, without hearing him out, when 
.he came to wait upon him, he comiuande^^his inftant 
return. This gave Sandoval pain, thinking that he 
was unworthily treated by Cortes. However, he 
was obliged to return to Chako. On his arrival he 
Jfound the bufinefs entirely over, for the people of that 
province had fummoned their allies, and repulfed the 

Mexicans 



52 THE TRUE HISTORY OP 

Mexicans, fo that our countrymen returned with th^ 
prifoners 16 head quarters. Cortes was delighted 
when he heard the event, but Sandoval would not 
fpeak to him. The general made every apology, and 
jprotefted that the whole was owing to a miftake j 
however, it is Unneceflaiy to fay any more upon the 
fubjeft, as they fliortly ?rfter becime j^s gopd friends 
as^ever. 

At this time, according to a general proclamation, 
the Indian flaves were brought together in order to 
be marked. The reader fe already acquainted with 
the tranfaftions at Tepeaca, It was if poffible worfe 
now at Tezcuco. Firft there was fi fifth for his Mar 
jefty, then another fifth for Cortes, and then the Ihare^ 
of the captains. What was worft, moft of the good 
female flaves had difappeared during the night ! it 
had been promifed that they fliould be rated, and the 
proprietor charged according to the value j but the 
royal officers or commiflaries valued them as they 
thought proper, fo that the poor foldier fell from bad 
to worfe. The confequence of this was, that in fti- 
ture, to avoid lofing them thus, the foldiers concealed 
their flaves, or pafled tliem as fervants, and not prifo- 
ners of war, and thofe who were in favour with Cor- 
tes brought tliem to be riiarked privately, aiid paid the 
value to him. Thofe flaves who fell to tlie lot of 
fuch matters as treated them ill, or had the name of 
doing fo, immediately defcrted and were no more to 
be found ; bu^ tlie owners always remained debtors 

for 
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for fo much ttpon their value in his Majefty's books, 
fo that many were in debt more than their fiiare of 
priiage of gold could pay off. 



At this time arrived a Ihip, with arms and gun- 

'powder, from Old* Caftflle, in which came Julian dc 

Alderete tf eifurer for the crown ; he was from Tor- 

xiiriGIlas, as was affo OrduHa the elder, who, after the 

conqueft, brought ovrt* five daubers, u-hom he 

tnarrrcd vter)r honourably. A brother of the order 

of St, Fifsftids aMb cainc ; he vwis named Fra Pedn) 

Malgarejo de Urrea. He brou^t with him a num* 

hdr of buDs of bur lord St. Peter, in order to com- 

pdfe Out confcxenc* if we had any thing to by to 

dur charge on account of the i*^ars. TTie reverend 

father made a fortune in a few months, and returned 

to Caftille. Arithonio Carajaval, who now lives in 

Mexico, thouCgh very old; Geronymo Ruiz de la 

Mora ; one Sriones, who was about four years after- 

wards hanged in Guitimala for fedition ; Alonzo 

Diaz de ia Rreguera, ndw living in Valladcdid j and 

many oth^s, catne by this veffel. We now learned 

that the bifhop of !Burgos had no longer any power, 

his Rfajefty having been difpleatfed vniSi his conduft 

ever fince he knew of our etninent fervices. Another 

iiieffage arrived at this nioment from Chako, for 

afliftance againft the Mexicans ; upon which Cortes 

gave his promife that he would immediately march 

thither, although the brigantines were now ready to 

launch. 
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launch, and the foldiers were aMdous to begin the 
fiege of Mexico. 



Cortes, leaving the town of Tezcuco to the care of 
Sandoval, fet out, after mafs, upon his expecMtion, to 
clear the diftrift of Chalco, and reconnoitre the coun-- 
try adjacent to the lake, on Friday, the fifth of April, 
one thoufand five hundred and twenty one, at the 
head of three hundred infantry, twenty crqfs-bow- 
men and fifteen mulketeers included, and thirty ca- 
valry, with a large body of the auxiliaries of Tezcu- 
co and Tlafcala. The general was acconipanied by 
the treafurer Alderete, Fray Pedro Melgarejo, the 
captains Alvarado, De Oli, and Tapia, and in this ex- 
pedition I alfo went. The firft night we halted at 
Talmanako, and on the next day reached Chalco, 
whither Cortes fummoned all the chiefs, and inform- 
cd them of his intention impiediately to attack Mex- 
ico, requiring their aflSiftance, which they moft readi- 
ly promifed. On the next day Cortes, continuing 
his march, arrived at the town of Chimalacoajn, in 
the fame province, where above twenty thoufand 
warriors had affembled to meet us. From the time 
of my firfl arrival iii this countyy, I never had feen 
fo many of our allies in ope body. They were thofe 
of Chalco, Guaxocingo, Tlafcala, Tezcuco, and other 
places, and they certainly were attraSed by the hope 
of fpoil, and a voracious appetite for human flefh, 
jufl as the fcald crows and other birds of prey follow 

out 
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our armies in Italy, in order to feed on the dead bo- 
dies after a battle. 



We here received intelligence that the Mexicam 
forces, and their allies of that neighbourhood, were 
ready and in the field. Cortes therefore warned us 
to be alert, and early the next morning after mafs^ 
as we proceeded on our march, our route being be- 
tween two ridges of rocks, the fummits of which 
were fortified and garrifoned, the enemy endeavoured 
by outcries and reproaches to draw us to an attack ; 
but we purfued our march, by a large town named 
Guaztepeque, which we found abandoned, and, 
pafling through, we arrived at a jdain where were 
fome very fcanty fountains of water, and hard by was 
a great rock with a fortreis on the fummit. We 
obferved it to be filled with troops, who (aluted us 
on our approach with fliouts, fliowers of ftones and 
arrows, by the firft difcharge of which they wounded 
three of our foldiers. Cortes then ordered us to halt, 
and, obferving that the Mexicans feemed to defpife 
us for not attacking them, he fent a party of cavalry 
to examine the rock. On their return they told the 
general that no part feemed to them fo acceffible as 
that where we then were. Cortes then ordered us 
to afcend, enfign Chriftoval del Corral with the co- 
lours leading us, and Cortes with the cavalry remain- 
ing m the {Aain to proted the rear. 

When 
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When we began to afcend the mountain j the tn^ 
dians threw down large maffes of rock, and it was^ 
dreadful to fee them roll among us, and a wonder 
how any of us efcaped, as they bounded over us<, iTie 
order was a very inconfiderate one, and very unlikef 
a wife captain. One foldier, though he wore a heU 
met, was killed at my foot ; he never uttered a word j 
his name was Martin Valencianp. A* we continued 
to afcend, the ftones ftill can>e roDing down upon us,- 
and two more foldiers, one named Clafpar Sanches, 
nephew to the treafurer of Cuba, and the other nam-^ 
ed Bravo, were the next who loft their lives, andy 
immediately after, Alonzo Rodriguez was killed, ap^ 
two more knocked down. Moft of the reft receive4 
wounds, but ftill we afcended. I was at that time an 
a<9ive young man, and foUowed clofe to our enfign^- 
taking advantage of the concavities that we foHji4 
fropi tiipe to time? in the rock. Corral was woui^dr 
cd in the head, his face covered with blood, and the 
colours tattered to pieces. " Oh, figjipr Bernal Diaa 
del Caftillo,'* faid he to me, " here is no advancing ^ 
remain under cover, for it is as muc^ a& I can do to 
keqp niy hold, and preferv? myfelf from falling.'*^ 
Looking downward, I at this time perceived P^ro 
Barba, captain gf the cjrofsJbow-men, with two foV 
diers, clitntring up as we h*d done under the cover of 
the projedions in the face of the rock. I qdled to- 
him not to advance, for that it was impoffibleto climb 
much farther. He replied, in lofty terms, that I Ihould 
dei^l from talking, and proceed on. I was a litde 

piqued 
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piqued at this, and^ exerting my utmoft zSdvity^ 
mounted to a conliderable diftance higher, telling 
Mm I ihould fee how he would do. At this moment 
^ ihower of large rocks came down, and crufhed one 
of the foldiers who were with Barba to death ; after 
having feen which he did not ftir a ftep. Corral called 
out to thofe below, defiring them to report to the 
general the impoflibility of proceeding, and that even 
the defcent was full of danger. When Cortes was 
informed of this, (for he could not fee us on account 
of the inequalities of the rocks) and underftood that 
moft of us were wounded and many killed, adrcum- 
ftance which he could the readier believe from having 
had three of the cavalry killed on the plain by the 
rolling down of the maflfes of rocks, feven alfo being 
wounded in the fame manner, he gave fignals for us 
to defcend, which we accordingly did, in a very 
bloody and bruifed condition, leaving eight of our 
party dead. 

Bodies of the Mexicans were watching us during^ 
this time, concealed in different places, in order to 
fall upon us when we were engaged in the attack, for 
it was a concerted plan. They now Chewed them- 
felves, and advanced againft us •, we attacked them in 
the plain, and drove them to fome other ridges of 
rocks, and, advancing through narrow paffes like 
roads between them, we found another very ftrong 
fortrels fimilar to that we had jufi been repulfed 
from. We now defifted for the prefent, and return- 

VoL. II. I €d 
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cd to our fonder pofiticm, in order to procute tlrater^ 
the men and Korfes net hstvtng drank during the 
Mdbole day. We found fome fprings at the foot of 
the rock^ but the numbers of the enemy had drained 
them, and left nothing but mud. We then prckreeded 
to the other fortrefe which we had obferVed : there 
was a diftance of about a league and a half betweeti 
the two# Here, in a girbve of mulberry trees^ we 
fbund a fountain, but vgry fcslnty of watery and uri* 
der thefe trees we halted for fome time. At the foot 
of the rock whetein the fort was, ftood a ftfldl village* 
The people above began at our approach to fhoot at 
us, and appeared in much mere confideraHe numbers 
than in the former place^ and their ikuation was fuch 
that no ihot frooi us could take eSecl upon them* 
For fome diftance froim the level ground there was 
an appearance* of paths up the rock, but it altogether 
prefehted extr&sne difficulties. 

On the enfuing day we attacked, our principal bo- 
dy cUmbing the rock very Cowly and with great 
fcitigUe, nor could wfc have ever afcfeiided to the 
works, for they wtete wounding and deftroyiAg us 
by rolling down riiafles of rock on our heids, but 
that fortunately for us there was within ihot of the 
poft another rock which commaiided it, and to this: 
all our fire arms and crofe-bow-men ^crc detached ; 
and although they were rather too fat off to have 
much effcd, yet, having killed fevferal of the enemy 
over their ramparts, it threw them off their defence, 

ind 
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%Rd they offered to f^bmijt. Cortes caSed for five of 
l^bcir chiek to defcea^^ 91^9 reprefacmfiiig them for 
iamfig b^n the ^ggreflbrs, he told them that he 
wc^d pardon them ifti coadition that they induced 
thofe who were m the other fort^efi to give them- 
felves \}p, which tjkey i^M^^^ook to do. Cortes thea 
ord^ed the two captains^ Ju^^ Xaramitfo aijd Pedro 
de hdo^f and the enfign^ Coincal, to afceod to the 
fort which had been furrend»e4» Udding me accom- 
pany theB^ and he at the liune tjuone warned us not 
to touch a fingle grain of mm^ This e^n'eflion I 
Con£der.ed as uni^y^ ^^ ^e fhoukb do ouridvet 
what good we had in pur power,. We £wQd it to 
€onii£k of an extenfive plain on the &inumt aC a per* 
pendicnlarirock ; the entrance was by w 9f€tUift, not 
much krger than twice the fize of the tjcuH^th^ 6^ an 
oven. It was completely fiQed with m^^ womea 
and clnldren»but they had not afifgledi^opof wnter^ 
and about twenty of their warriors were killed, and 
many woui^ded. Their property wii& aB packod up 
in bale^, wd here wa& ailfo a coniytorabk t^^mih col- 
ie&ed in order to be feat to Mexico. I had ^oug^ 
four of my fadian ferv^uits with o»e, asd began to 
load them^ and alfo four of the n^ves ; upon which 
captain De Ircio can^e and t€^ me to l^y down the 
padsa ipj^medi^trfy, w he WQfAd report me to the 
general^ aiking if I tad not hejird his orders not to 
t^uch a grain of maize. I repUed that I had heard 
the orderly that the maize &auld not be taken, and 
thjit wi^ th? reafc^ why I t^sk thi^ padqige^i but he 

w^uld 
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would not fuffer any of it to go, and on our return 
reported me to Cortes, expefting that I fliould receive 
blame ; but Cortes was not fo difpofed, faying, on 
the contrary, that he was forry I had not got the 
fpoil, and that the, dogs fliould keep their property, 
and laugh at us, after all the mifchief which they had 
done. De Irdo on this wilhed to return thither j 
but Cortes told him that the time did not then admit 
of it. By this, the chiefs had arrived from the firft 
fortrefs, the garrifon of which agreed to fubmit, and 
we returned, being compelled by want of water, to 
the town of Guaztepeque, where was the noble gar- 
den I have before mentioned. In this garden our 
whole force lodged for the night ; I certainly never 
had feen one of fuch magnificence, and Cortes and 
the treafurer Alderete, after they had walked through 
and examined it, declared that it was admirable, and 
?(jual to atiy that they had ever feen in Caftille. 

On the enfuing day we marched for Cuernabaca. 
The Mexicans who were in that town came out and 
attacked us, but we defeated and drove them to a 
town named Tepuztlan, which we took by furprife, 
making a great booty of Indian women, and other 
fpoils. Cortes fummoned the chiefs three or four 
times to fubmit, and on their refufal to come in, and 
in order to ftrike terror into others, fet fire to about 
pne half of the houfes. At this time the chiefs of a 
diftrift named Yauhtepeque came to wait on Cortes 
^i^d mal^e their fubmiiSpn. On the next day we 

arrived 
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arrived at the large town of Cuemabaca, or Coad- 
Javaca, in a very ftrong fituation, on account of a 
deep ravine caufed by a rivulet which runs at the 
depth of at leaft forty feet, although there b not 
much water, and which precluded all accefs to the 
town except by two bridges, which the inhabitants 
had broken upon our approach. Cortes, however, 
being informed that about half a league higher up 
was a paflage praAicable for the cavalry, went thither 
with them, and we all fearched for pa£ks, and at 
length difcovered a very dangerous one, over fomc 
trees which hung acrofs from the two oppofite fides 
of the ravine. About thirty of us, and many Tlafca- 
lans, made our way over, by the help of thofe trees, 
with great diflSiculty ; three fell into the water, and 
one broke his leg. It was indeed a truly frightful at- 
tempt ; I for a time entirely loft my fight, from the 
depth and danger. We who got over, falling on the 
flank and rear of the enemy unexpedledly, and being 
juft then joined by part of our cavalry who had 
croffed a bridge which was not entirely ddlroy- 
ed, now drove the enemy from this poft to the 
neighbouring woods and rocks. In the town we 
found confiderable property, and here we were again 
lodged in a large garden, belonging to the lord of the 
diftrift. A deputation of twenty pf the principal In- 
difins waited on Cortes, apologizing for the hoftilities 
^committed, the blame of which they threw on the 
Ijlexiqans, o&ring to fubmit themfelves, and obferv- 

ing, 
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ibig, »s I rccolka, that t^ir gods l^d h^e^ permitted 
by our8 to puiuih tliem^ 

Sudug^QCQ^ %he pbjed of pur march^ Is a Igrge 
city on the ftefh water lake, in which mpft of thf 
hop&s are l>uMt:« As it was late when we fet p^^ 
frcw Cqacjlayaca, an4 the weather ^ceffivdy j5i^try, 
o|ir troeyps HaSered dr^4^$y froip^ the want of 
water^ no): ^ drc^ wh^^of wa$ to be pet with oii 
our rpvte. Opr ap^ f^t?d W Af ro^M^ h nuin- 
ber$ ; one <^ theip died, ^nd aljR> ope of our fgldie^rjs. 
Cortes, fiseiag thf diftr^^ of 4;he an^y, l^ted wder 
ib»ic pin? t|?e§?, and fept fi p3fty fprwapd t9 feel? Ipf 
rdief. When I faw tbe«n 5^ho^t to fet off, my fmxd 
ChriftfvaJ d^ Oli b^ing Q»e erf th«pa» I brov^ three 
oi my Indian fcryants with m^, m^ feltowed the 
party, which they obferving, halted in <vder tp mite 
me return ; but I was rcfolyed, and De CHi at 1;^ 
affented, telling me I muft cxped to fight my w*y. 
About half a league in front were fome v^Qages oip 
the fide of a ridge. The cavalry went thither and 
found water in the houfes, and one of my fervaiUs 
brought nr\e from th^fu:e a large jar, which they ufe 
in that coimtry, fuU of wat^r. I then determined 
to return, for the inhalntants of the village had be- 
gun to take the alarm, I found Cortes juft fetting 
forward on his march, and gave him and the captains 
a hearty draught each out of the jar, which my fer- 
vants carried very well concealed, for thirft confidcrs 
itfelf before any one. We arrived at the villages, and 

found 
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fbb^ W3f er^ though not much t the fun wts then 
near fetting^ and our cavalry catiie in and reported 
t&at the whole country was in movement tgainfi us ; 
we therefore halted here. I was on the ni^t guards 
2md reccdkd: that it was very windy and rainy. Seve- 
ral of our foldiets we^ takten iH with inflammations 
in the mouth and throaty from eating a (pedes of 
thifUe or artichoke to quench their thirfL 

£^ly the next morning We putiued our route, and 
about eight o^dock skrrived at Suchimileco. lean 
g^ve no idto of the number of the enemy's troops 
whidi were gathered here, they were in fuch vaft 
bd^es. They had broken down the bridge which 
was in front, and fortified themfdves with parapets 
and palifkdes ; thdr leaders were armed with fwords 
^hich they had taken from us in the fatal night of 
Me:^co^ and which they had polifhed and made very 
bright. The attack lafted for half an hour at the 
btidge. Some of oUr people paflbd the i»rater by 
CtfittiniiAgi ind {6iAc loft theit lives ill it. What was 
worft, feveral bodies fell on our flanks and rear. 
When our cavalry had got on firm ground, with the 
Ids of two more of our foldlers killed, we drove 
them before us, but a Reinforcement of at leaft ten 
thouland Mexlcatis juft then arrived, and recdved the 
charge of oiif clavalry, four of whom they wounded. 
Here the good diefiiut horfe Which our Cortes rode 
tired under hiih amoiigft a crowd of the enemy, who 
.pulled^ or kiiod^ed the general doWn, with the inten. 

don 
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tion of taking him alive ; more crowd? now gather-* 
ed about him, and were hurrying him off; but a bo- 
dy of our llafcalan allies, headed by the brave Chrif- 
toval de Oli, came to his refcue, and remounted him^ 
though he was feverely wounded in the head. Oli 
alfo received three defperate wounds from the fwords 
of the enemy. 

As all the ftreets of the town were full of Mexicari 
troops, we were obliged to divide into bodies and fight 
feparately ; but thofe who were neareft, knowing by 
the outcry and noife that it was very ferious in that 
part where Cortes commanded, hurried thither, and 
found him with about fifteen of the cavalry in a very 
embarrafl'ed fituation, among the canals and parapets^ 
We then forced the enemy to give ground, and 
brought off our Cortes and Oli. On firft pafling 
the bridge, Cortes had ordered the cavalry, in two 
divifions, to clear our flanks. At this time they re- 
turned to us, every one of them wounded, and re- 
ported that the numbers were fuch that their efforts; 
were unavailing. 

We were in an cnclofed court, dreflmg our woVnds; 
with burnt oil, and tearing cloth to bind them, when 
the cavalry came in ; and in a fliort time after, fuch 
a volley of arrows came among us that very few efcap- 
cd unhurt. We now, together with the cavalry, fal- 
lied out among the enemy, and ufed our fwords to 
fuch effeft that they left a confiderable number behind 

themt 
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tkein en the ground ; our I0& bong, one man and 
PM iwfes kiBtcL Havi^' ndw a littk braathhu^ 
time (for the enemy defifted from thdr attempt to 
ftorm our poft) Cortes brought his troops to the 
ki!^ dndofurts where wert the temfte of the In- 
^ans^andfovMof ovr party, goii^ to the tq^, which 
rottiinaacfed M»ico and the whole lake, perceived 
above two thoniknd canoes coming from the dty 
tgsai^ tts full oi troops. A body ci ten thoufimd 
meA aUb marched on the land fide, to attack us on 
that ni^^ ^md another body often thoufimd was in 
reacEncfe as a rdkf. Att this we learned from £ve of 
the diie£r whom we made prifoners. We pofted 
firoiig guwds at thofe ^aces where die enemy were 
to i£fembark, the cavalry were in readinefi to aft up* 
On the roads and firm ground, and conftant patroles 
tirere kxpt gcnng during^the night. I and ten more 
foldiers were pofted as a guard upon a wall of lime 
and ilone, which commanded one of the landing 
places. While we were on the watch, we heard a 
noife whidi we knew to be occafioned by the ap- 
{>roach of a party of the enemy. Wc were prqpared, 
and beat them off, fending one of our (bkfiers to 
make a report to Cortes. The enemy returned in a 
very fliort time, and attacked us agsdn, knocked 
down two of our party, and then drew off to attempt 
2 landing at another place, which was a finall gate up* 
on a deep canaL The night was very dark, and as 
thefe people are not accuftomed to fight during that 
feafon, it appeared that their two armies fell into con- 
Voi., n. K fufion, 
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iwfi9%,.afid|;SonUiwi^ ;tpi tfe©^ qr^^sfs -^ey * rjiccijHs^ 
&«a«ctin Qne:bodyi-*B«ikmg atleaft fiftoen-.tfeM^irod 

?d, ^r , .. .: iM , ■ .. • . . /) - r . .. -. 
.1 fttuft^jio^fpeak of nayfid^ 0<^t'nsc^ng it how- 
ever in the wtiy/ofbdaft. When our report rieached 
Cortes, bfi camfe ^luk with.ten ^ ihetaVBlry:, md^ 
^s'hQ >p]^roa^edi wiUiout ipejJi;ijtig, J cSn^ci^ff^ 
^WJw-goes :tb^re;f;.Vaiid gfitti»g no aofw^r,;; I and 
my comra^, one Oonzalp Swchez; a Porji^i^ei^ o£ 
Aigarye^. fent three or. four fli$)*9 at th^m. Cprtcis, 
knowiaig gur voiced >pbfervc4;ft> tljQfe vitJ^^l^iaH that 
thisjpoft D^quire^, iiQ vifiting, -for ,WQ,w^e twq;pf hi^ 
yetera^^s. . He then remarked to,U9 that.o^rJfc^^ 
w^ 3, dangerous . x>ne, and,. turning* about :.\Jfi,tiI^Vt 
laying any mor% : hue continued, his rounds* L.3i^er- 
wards heard th^t que q£ Narvaezf&dfoldiers va5 nvWp^ 
pedfqr.^cg^g|eIM:coin:,tbi^ n^g^t. ;... ^ , ; r i! f . 

Our powder being all exhaufted, Cortw ordered 
us to prepare a.gpod ftore of arrows, which we were 
employed during the night in heading and feather- 
i^, under the dkedions of Pedro- 3arba, the captain 
of thq crois-bow-men* At day break tjbeeneniy: at- 
tacked us, but without much fuccefs ; for we kilkd 
fev^al of their leaders, and took many of them p4fo- 
ners^ with the lofe .of but one ^^aniard killed. Our 
cav^y, who had advanced, fell in with the Me^dcans, 
anci, not beingftrong enough to, attack them, , feat 
back foraffiftauce^ on which the whole of .our fcjfce 

' " rallied 



fifflied out. We ^htfrgcd and defbated the enemy, 

Sind made feveral priibners, who informed us 4af' the 

{ilsui of the Mddca^ to wear us out by in^fcflbnt at^ 

tadcs. V We therefore determined to quit that place 

ontheenMDg.daf« In the interim, cur tro<^ and 

aifie$ halving intelfig^ce of the werith which was in 

the. tofvm, got fMne> of the prifoners to point out to 

ihcm the houits that .obntained it, the approach tA 

wijcb was by a cai)feway with, fiaall bridges over the 

i^analf, for /they fiood cm the frefli water hloe. . ^nak 

the&itthey i^etuhied loaded wxtfr/cctton doths- and 

other -iralnablcs; and th^ aaifixfit induced others 'to 

toltow it. ^ Unfortunately; wliik;,^thus employed^ 1 

body of 'Mqxicaas is ca^toes camevpanr thcQir ^M^ 

wounding many, fisiTOd iour foldier^ of the company 

fif xaptaib'De Mbsforaz adrre^ and,^'4tiirryitig them 

ifitQ.i:]^r veflels, carried them to Mexko in triumph* 

Jro*i: tb^ mea GuatioMtnn the .king of Mexie» 

was, iitformed of the finaUneis of pur nmmben, and 

0UF gi^^ lofs in kitte^^nd wovndock / After having 

quefticmed them as much as he thought proper, he 

conamanded th^rJ^mds and feet tabe cut off, and in 

this lamentable cc¥idkit¥^ fent them throu^ many 

xUftfi^^of the neig}|bourhood^ as^a; Cunple of what 

hp eif^pe^lrd to do by us aU ; and, afitet having tluis 

exhftftt^;them through the couAtry,,they were put 

to death. The enfuing morning^^^a^go^dcd oppartu)- 

nity for freflx.attacfcB upw us, as bad been regularly 

the cafe for the, four days during which we .ftaid in 

Suchimelco, 

PreviottR 
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Fi^cms to our vm<^ Cost^^ew; his tfoqp^; tt 
an cgpen pbu:a a Ijttk out of t^ towa,. wi^f fttie 
mark^ wa$ held. Hare he formed us, niid then 
madp n fpeech,^ wh^ein he dwdt upon the dangers 
l^haflto go durcA^ iaour retmt, aadd^grcat 
bodies, of the enony that waited us on the roid ; fior 
whifdb reaibnhe firongly infifted on the necdfity of 
leaving aH the Jbg^gefaefaiad; but we replkd,.ftkit 
we were iMh idde to defifind .our properties^ out pt^ 
Ibns/aiKl his atfo;^ ami that k would be nrery.pahrf 
in ;us to abandon .what we had iapniied^ When he 
Ikw oUr delermisiatira» he put us in. ocder ior dtt 
ma^ch, the bagga^ intl^t^centw, and the.ca/rdtef 
foisning therrtd^imnoed and reac guard,; and>it^wfts 
proteQied aMaby jwir ciofii^bbw^tileny for as to our 
mu{ketxy> kwfcs,iifiBte&frc^ powden. The 

cnexny. attackedus upon otts 'vetreat^ purfiiing lis as 
&r/as CuyoacaiL There ware ifo thfe neighfeidullldod 
dnfters.of tawns, each of confiderable msignki^e, 
built in tl^ waJber^ it thie :diiB:ance of tmb ^gues 
friom Me^ioo, aod about a hmgue and in feif ftowi 
each other. They amounted to a&ove ten ki mtttibeti. 
It was the inhabitarits of all t^t^ who had joined to^ 
gather attj^tkne^ to altadcus; thdr names were 
Suchimdoo, Ct^Poacan, iChcliuaobtxfco, litipihpa, 
Coadlavac^, Mofqtiique, and others. We h^ed for 
t^m^ys atCuydacto, whidi, we found abandoned, 
attending the wounded, and making arrows fbr our 
crofe-bows. Gn'the third morning wc fet out upon 

our 
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em owr/clr Itir TaoriMit mnd woe attadkfid atufiudi 
bm jMt icavitiy 4nyR the ^eMlii|r to t 



Gcffte&at this time detentnined &>. lagr an 4iBbii& 
cade, atid ao(H>i3dnii^ iet c«t witll^te^ xif tbe canralry 
and four isTftuitik Kriaoa^ftil inrvitii' a paotyqf 
Bfenkjiig, ^Qdi9' fled beftre^ hifliy aady* 'taopnidettly 
fo^ffing them too.fiov,^ taspge ixxif oC iJkciri w a mS OT i 
ifacrt6d;l»t mpon Jrin^ :and>iii tfaeir fiffi arttBck wdimdk 
cdall thehorfes, aad^^ettittg twxif'tkeattendaiitB 
of Cortes ia their hands, carried them to Mexico to 
be hcnSa^ the reft haimig a moft narrow eiicape. 
Otu: ms^'tk^dy retU^faed^tln hea^ at Taduba 

with the baggage in iafety, and, not hearing any 
t&UQe£Cbni^6tbk^puef*^ fuTpefted 

feme iftik£wtiiMw fiOmitkd^^ De OEy Tapia, I, and 
lbliib^t»^rl^^fh@t^S3f«,Weiit in (earch of kim, towafdl 
tliat fi|r£i«(diilhJ9r >^m £Mr' them go, and We ibon met 
t!«ro ^ bii^ikrvwtg, ik^ teform^d^BS of what had 
hapj^enedi' Iti: a ihoirt iitfie:Ck>rte»t»ae up to m^y he 
was ^csr^44,* %iid weeping. 

• '.I * * , , 

Wh6n'^^ arriv^' tn Mr quarters at Tacuba it 
ranted heavily, iifed ?e(^ r^Hnaihed under It for two 
houra Lrtibfne 4argeenclofed' courts* The general^ 
ipwthhfe'iiapttuns, the^reaftirer, our revti^end fa^r^ 
$^dwixty Qthen df^s^ mounted to the top of the 
iSMifiey which commandbd^all the lake, and afibrded 
a moft^i^^i&^ and pkaCfing ^>edade, from the mul. 

titude 
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ikude «f cities ti&ig ^ it were out 6f the watery and 
the innumerable quaitttty^of .boats employed :in fifh- 
ing, or rapidly paffing to and fro. All of us agre^ 
in gi^g glory to God, for making us the inftruments 
of rendeni^fuch fenaoes : the rererend :£iitbbr alfo 
confded Cortes^.whcf was very &d on account of his 
late lofi. When we .contemplated the fcehes of what 
had happened to us in Mexico^ and which we could 
well trace £pom where we flood,, it aiade Cortes 
much more fad than before. It was oathiathat the 
romance waa wrkten which begins, , 

** In Tacuba was Cortes^ with many a gallant diief, - * ' 

^ He thongfat opon his loffes^ andboir^d his head wi^ grief/' 

One of .our foldiers, the bachdc^r AIouto. Ferex, who 
Ivas afterwards iS&al qear Mcwco, ii^cHrdor tcieonfole 
him, obferved, that tho£b t^upgBl were the cpmmoa 
fortune of war, and that :tk^ could not at pffe&nt 
compare him to, Nero vieyiixg Romeon fir«.; iCoyt^ 
imfwered that he -was only (ad from the rc^tE&fm ^ 
the dangers and fatigues th^tt* we fliould haye tO; gp 
through, but that he would ihortly put his hand to 
the bufin<£. Our captains and fc^diers nowiHBjC^i&lt- 
cd whether it :WQuld.npt be eligible to take a vjpv of 
the caufeway ; but it was th^n^ht not prud^nt^ and 
we continued our march by Efc^puzako, which ws^ 
abandoned, to Tenayuca, where, in the great, toatiplei 
they worihipped three ferpents. From this^^ce^ 
which was alfo^^jb^doned, we proceeded ^<^ jQuatit* 

Ian, 
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lani and during thje whole day's maxchrit acvcr feafiad 
raining ; whereby^ together with the weight of our 
arms, we came in dr^adfu^y £aitigoed. 

The enexny gave us tome ^araas 11^ the uightt dur^ 
ii^'which it rained heavily, no watch being kqpt by 
MB on account of the ieverity of the weather, as I can 
tefiify, nay foSt not having been vifitcd either by 
rounds or corporaL Marching through four or five 
towns whicl^ were abandoned, by a road deep in mudt 
we arrived in two, days more at Acubnan in the diP 
txxSc of Tezcuco, where we found that a rein^rc^- 
sient to our anny had i^ewiy arrived from Cafiilk« 
On the ne^t day we proceeded to Tezcuco, and arriv* 
ed fatigued, worn out, and diminiihed in numbers. 

, A conij^raqr agsunft-the life of Cortes was at tlu^ 
tim^ fonned, by an adherent of the governor of Cu- 
bz, one Antbonio de ViHafiqaa, native of Zamora or 
dTToro, andfome of the other fbldier^ of Nar* 
vaez, whide Jiames I will not mention. The afMina^ 
tion was \q have been executed in the following man<* 
ner : A veflbl hav^ lately arrived from Caitille, a 
ktte^r was. to be brought to the genera^ as from hb 
lather, and as if it had come by that oppcntunity ^ 
wHch letter was to be delivered as he iat at table 
with his officers and foldiers, and when he had open- 
ed, and was in the aA of reading it, the con^irators 
were to fall on and a£(ailinate him with their poinardsi 
together with all ef us . who were in his company. 

When 
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iffhcn creiy thing was oirangcdv t6e <!<M!i^^ton 
cOTiimiRkifcted their intehtkma to twro prmc]|vil per- 
fbns, whom I wffi notiiittie, but whd had beefi ott 
the e:q>editk>n with us, one of whom on the death of 
Cortes they ttieattt ti^hiiVe aj^nted capdaki getiefal. 
The officesof sd^uazil major, en%n, aksdde^^ i^egidbf y 
eontador^ iri^ifiirer^ veedois aad others' el?'thi#)d[&dr 
were to have been fitted u^^^rM^ amt)ngthe:A$l(tieli» of 
Narvaez, sUid they h^ divided am«^Dgft fka» ^nt 
properties and horfes. The bufia^ wsA ^ftovered 
two days after *our arrivsd at TeKueo^, by dfki^s mer* 
cy, who did hot dioofe that Ncw'SpJuh ftouhf have 
fefeen fe foft; for, if we had been pirt ta deathr,^ aBF 
would have fatten mto confufion and feftibh. 

It feems, a faithful foldier made the difcovery to 
Cortes, who immecfiately tbdc^oper ll^s to^-event 
the mifchitf ftcMhijpreading; for he underitedd it tt> 
be conduced by perfons of quaiky. Aa^foeh astfc^ 
was made dear to him, he gave large Tewjtrdsfbi^ the^ 
information; He then communicated it^o dl out 
captains, namely, Alvarado, De Lugo, De G4i, Sandd-' 
tral, and Tapia, alfo to me, and to thertwo ^caAdcs'of 
thatyear, Luis Marin, and Pbdro de Irtfcr ;^ in Ihortj^^ 
to all of his party. As foon as W knet(rt^f ?r we 
prepared ourfelves, and attended Cotteis t6 the quar- 
ters of ViHafana, where we found him and' man/ 
others of the coni|)irators. The four afgu^ils^ fei^df 
Villafana; the others 'attempted to efc^'eby fli^t; 
but Cortes orderc4 them to be detained, and fome 

of 
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t>f tlem Hie committed to prifoia. Cortes then took 
from the bbfom o£ Villa£iha a paper, with the figna- 
tures of t^X)fe who were concerned with him, in con* 
fiideration for whom, however, he cau&d the report 
to Ibe circulated that it had been fwallowed by Vil- 
lafana, without his having feen it. He was immedi* 
ately put upon his trial, b'ut voluntarily made a con- 
teflion, according to which, and to the teftimonf^ of 
many witneffes, he was condenmed by his judges, the 
two alcaldes, conjointly with Cortes, and De Oli, 
who fat by virtue of his office. Shortly after his 
<x>ndemnation, having confefled himfelf to the reve^ 
rend father Juan Diaz, he was hanged from a win* 
dow of the apartment. 

Of the fijveral others wii6 were artefted, no more 
Were proceeded againft ; enough having been done 
J^r example and intimidation. Cortes, however, to 
prevent fu<^ attempts in future, thought it prudent 
to appoint a guard for his perfon, compofed of valiant 
and feithful foldiers. They wore fdeftcd from thofc 
Who had been with hini from the firft, and were 
conmiahded by a gentleman named Anthonio de 
Quinones. Henceforward, although he fhewed great 
attention to thofe who h^d been in the confpiracy, 
and tf cated them in the beft manner, he took care to 
be on his guard with them. 

At this time came otit an order for all the prifoner^ 

^o be brought to an appointed place, in order to be 

Vol. n. L marked. 
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marked. Not to take up time with repetitions of 
the*ftory, I will furn up all in one obfervation, which 
is, that if what was ill done the firft time, was worfe 
done the fecond, this third was worft of all j for after 
the toyal fifth had been drawn i^t, Cortes took his 
own, and then came no lefs than thirty fucceffiv^ 
drafts for the captains. Befidcs, thofe handfome and 
good female prifoners which we put in to be marked 
were ftolen out of the crowd, and were kept concealed 
until it was no longer inconvenient to produce them. 

'The brigantinfes were now finifhed, and the canal 
brought to a fufficient width and depth to float them 
to the lake. Cortes therefore iffued a circular no- 
tice to all the diftrifts of our alliance in the neigh- 
bourhood of Tezcuco, to fend him each, within t^e 
fpace of the next eight days, eight thoufand arrow 
heads, made of copper ; alfo an equal number of 
fhafts, of a particular wood. By the expiration of 
the given time the whole number was brought, exe- 
cuted to a degree of perfection which exceeded the 
pattern. Captain P. Barba, who commanded the 
crofs-bow-meri, ordered each of his foldiers to provide 
themfelves with two cords and nuts, and to prove 
the range of their bows ; for one of the laft fliips which 
came from Caftille had brought out a fupply of the 
materials to make cords, and alfo of powder. Cortes 
ordered the cavalry to haVe their lances well pointed, 
and to ufe their horfes to daily exercife ; and he at 
this time fent an cxprefs to Xicotenga the elder, 

otherwife 
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otherwife Don Lorenzo de Vargas, for twenty thou- 
land of the warriors of his nation, and thofe of 
Guaxocingo and Cholula ; and he fent fimilar notices 
to Chalco and Talmalanco, fummoning tl\em to a 
general rendezvous, on the day after the feaft of tht; 
Holy Ghoft, at which time Don Hernando, our ally 
of Tezcuco, was alfo to join us with all his forces. 

On the day after the feftivaj of the Holy Gholl, 
Cprtes inipefted his army in the large quadrangles o{ 
Tezcuco. They amounted to eighty-four cavalr}% 
fix hundred and fifty infantry with fword and buck- 
ler, or lances, and one hundred and ninety-four muf- 
ketcers and crofs-bow-men. Out of this number he 
took for the fervice of his fleet twelve of the muflec- 
teers or crofs-bow-men, and twelve of the other infan- 
try for rowers, under the command of a captain, to 
each veflel ; he alfo ^ftributed twenty cannoniers 
through the whole fleet, which he armed with what 
guns fit for this fervice we had in our (lores. 

Having thus dlftributed his force, Cortes gave the 
following orders : Hrft, no perfon to utter any blaf- 
phemy ag^inft our Lord Jefus Chrift, the Holy Virgin 
his mother, the Holy Apoftles, nor any other of the^ 
l^nts, under heavy penalties. Second, no foldiep ta 
iU treat our allies in their perfofs or propmies; 
Third, no foldier to abfent himfelf from his quarters 
on any pretence. Fourth, every foldiej: to bc; fully 
provided with arms offenfive and defenfivc. Fifth, 

no 
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no foldier to fbke his horfe or arms at gaming^ 
Sixth, no foldier to fleep out of armour, or without 
his weapons befide h^m^ except in cafe of woiinds or 
ficknefs, Laftly, penalty of death fqr flceping qn^ or 
abfence from, a centineP? poft, abfence from quarter^ 
without leave,, quitting the rapfe^ in the ^^y ox 
flight in battl^^ 

Although a nutnber of pup people h^d f^rve^^ as^ 
failors before, there was a great ayerfenefa on the 
prefent occafion among them to aft as rowers^ Th? 
general was therefore obliged to make inijuiry, aii4 
confidering all thofc wljo belonged to, or were ^atiyes 
of Palos, Mogucr, TrjanO;^ El Puerto^ or any oj^er 
feaport, or who had been known to have b^?9 ejn^. 
ployed in filh5n^> as b^ipg oi the profeflipn, he. ordgr-. 
ed them to the oars ; arid although niany of th^fe 
brought their gentility as an ob^ect^on^ he would not 
hear of it, but enforced his orders j by whi^h he qb? 
tained one hundred and fifty, who were, ^s ijt wil|^ 
appear in the fequd, better fituated than any of us 
who had to bear the weight and dangers of the field. 
The crews being enibarked, each brigantine hoifted a 
royal ftandard, and alfo its peculiar one. The general^ 
then appointed the captains as follows : Garcl Hol- 
guin J Pedro Barba ; Juan de Limpias^ Carvajal the 
deaf; Juan XaremiUo ; GerpnymoHl^iz dela Mpraj 
Carvajal, his coii^anion, who, is now vpry old^ and. 
lives in the ftreet of St. Francis ; one Portillo, a gpod 
foldier with a handfpme wife : Zamora, mafter of a 
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lind brave foldier ; l^^rma ; Gines Nort^ ; ^riopcsi) 
native of Salamanca j another, whofe name I have 

gave iptoijiftWs hp^Y tl^?y wcfe to aft, and with 
^ha^ offici^rs of tlje I^im^ fow€$ they were to cor, 
Qperaie. 

Tip- ^>V' 

^t tj^^ tini^ anriwd tlj^ agmy of our aflaies of Tlaft 
tCalft, V«df r j^ ^ompiaftjl pf ^ )«>Hngf r Xicpteaga^ 
He lyojjfght i^th hua two b^otl^rs^ In tbb wtvf 
s^ cs^^ %9!i o£ the waxrio^ of Gholula aa4 Gu^pcon 
cinga, but not in any confiderable nuin)ier% Th« 
jdacrity of the whole body appeared in their arrival 
ftd%y jMCQvipifs. ^th^a^HMftt^cdi tfccy advanced) in 
^^2^t pv^c^ esih. <M^ haying % fljBjdard ^itlv thei^ 
i|9t^Q^§d device,^ white f]^ead ea^, embroider^ 
ijp^^H. Tfeey, W$er«d; t\» town, ia high ^irit% 
^^gntiip^'^Cmkl C^m^^l Tiafcak! Thfcala! 
l^e t^. E^pcrpr!'?^ and it waa about thcceb<Hirai 
fcpna th^ tiiBbe of.^hft airfyeJ of their, advanced party ^ 
j^i^ t}x%T^2if^ had QQipf .iBb* Cortes^ with many com- 
Blijpcntfi^ difiuiff c4 tfewi to their quarters, aadpro*. 
ilftifiHg to make th«Bp^.all ficl^ qcl their return to them 
lutiye. country. We npw: b*ai:d;that the Mgyjcami 
V^i^t tc}.,deatfe thrQefe,Qf;Qur»foJdi«p*,whQ had been- 
lefelxy Pi;^a|;ratp,lear<iJi.%.ffliA^, one CMjJy^ named. 
B^i^ntosji efeapigg.ti^t^feipijtta*, whe^e, h^ wa$' pw^ 
Reeled. 



Our 
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Our general made his difpofition for the attack up- 
on the city of Mexico as follows : 

Pedro de Alvarado with one hundred and fifty in- 
fantry, thirty cavalry, eighteen mufketeers and crofs- 
bow-men, and eight thoufand Tlafcahms, was to take 
poft at Tacuba, having taajQGft him Jorge de Ahrarado' 
his brother, Gutierre de Badajos, and Andres de. 
Monjaras, each of whom was captain of a company,, 
confifting of fifty infantry ; and a third of the crofs^ 
bow-men and mulketeers, the dtvalry being com- 
manded by Alvarado in perfonw To thi& detachment 
I was appointed. 

Chriftoval de Oli, having under him the captains; 
Andres de Tapia, Francifco Verdugo, Francifco dc 
Lugo, thirty cavalry, one hundred and feventy-five 
infantry, twenty mufketeers and crofs-bow-men, and 
eight thoufand Indians, was to takepofl at Cuyoacan, 
and Gonzalo de Sandoval, with captains Lui3 Marin 
and P. de Ircio, at the head of twenty-four cavalry, 
one hundred and fifty infantry, fourteen mufketeers 
and crofs-bow-men, and upwards of eight thoufand 
Indians, was to take his poft at Iztapalapa. The two 
firft-named divifions were to march by the right, the 
third in the oppofite direftion. Sandoval's party 
had alfo orders not to march, until Cortes, who com- 
manded the flotilla in perfon, fhould launch out upon 
the lake. 



I 
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I muft now advert to anotJicr affair which happen, 
ed at this time. The divifions of the two captains in 
chief, Alvarado and De Oli, being prepared to fet 
out, in order not to be encumbered with our Indian 
allies on the march, we fent them off one 4ay before 
I1S, with orders to halt and wait for our arrival when 
they came upon the Mexican territory. The Tlafca- 
lans purfuing their march, Chichimecatecle remarked 
the abfence of the younger Xicotenga, the conunan- 
der in chief. X)n inquiring it was found that he had^ 
fecretjy gone away on the preceding night to Tlat 
cala, tTiere to Sfeize and poffefs himfelf of the proper- 
ty and territory of Chichimecatecle, thinking this a 
good opportunity, in the. abfence of that chief and of 
the other warriors of his nation, and fearing no op- 
polition fince the death of Maxicatzin. His difindi- 
nation to the expedition had alfo been apparent from 
the firft. Chichimecatecle, on difcovering the defign 
agsdnft him, immediately returned to Tezcuco to in- 
form Cortes^ who on hearing it difpatched five of the 
chiefs of Tezcuco and twoof Hafcala after Xicotenga, 
with a meffage from him to requeft his return. His 
anfwer was, that if Maxicatzin and his old father had 
believed him, they would not be now ridden by Cor- 
tes in the manner they were, and he abfolutely refufed 
to return. This anfwer being fent back to Cortes, 
he commanded an alguazil, attended by four of the 
cavalry and five chiefs of Tezcuco, to fet out immedi- 
ately, giving them orders, wherever they found Xico- 
tenga, to feize and hang him without ceremony. Al- 
varado 



Varacto inttfc6d€d ^idn^y for mm,,^ut uttimatrfy ttf 
jio piifpofe; for^ altl^ougfe' Cortes appeared to Tirfen to^ 
him, the party whicli airrefted Xicoleriga, in a ^own 
flibjeaf to Tezoiico, tliefe Kiihg liiin, liiider priVatfd' 
orders oi dortes no^ to let liTin gd' from tfera alive, 
alid, as fottie fay, \Vith the approbation of Kis father* 

Tlii^ affair detained lis ond day, aiid on tlie iiexf 
the two detachments of Alv^Jiradoahd* De 6li riiarcli* 
edby the fame f dute, and halted for the nigKt, in a 
place fubjefl to Tezciicd, named Aculmai Here* a" 
difagreeable aflFair had lilce to liave talcen placed It' ap- 
peared that De Oti had ferit forward to take quafteri^, 
•and had appropriated every Koufe in the town to hitf^ 
o^n company, riiarkihg theni by putting green' 
branches on the terraces, fo that when Alvarado^s de- 
tact mehf arrived we had not a plate to lodge^ in* 
OiiT foldier^ immediately ffbod to their arms to fight 
thofe of De Oli, and the twb captains' had already 
challenged each other, but feveral of thfe niore mo- 
derate officers interfering, they were pacified for the 
pYefent* An elcprefs was immediately feftt to Cortes^ 
^^ho wrote to every one of * any infiueiiee amongft 
our detclchments, condemning the fteps' which had ' 
been t^k6ft, arid earneftly recommeriidirig a reconcilia- 
tion. After this Alvarado and De Oli never weriS ' 
friends. 

We continued our niarch for two day^ more, by 
Mexican cities which were abandoned,^ the laft of 

which 
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^Mck W2S GuafciUali ; and on tiie tkird, paffing die 
towfiisi of Tenayuca Mud Efcapuzako, where we fomid 
dur alfics^ waiting for ua^ we proceeded to Tacuba. 

. 1^ enetey gave notice by d^ir noifet diat d^y 
were ubont us in great immbersy aad our ti;^ de> 
tachmexts, it was fetded, iionid <m the enfuing day 
go to ctit the aq^dud of diapukepeque. At the 
time appointed we &t out widi our aOies, and though 
the enemy attacked us in our march^ we fucceeded, 
deftroying the pipes, fo thiit from that day no more 
"(relh water came to Mexico. It was now determin- 
ed to try our fortune .s^ainft die dty, and fee if we 
could not at leaft get peflefflon of a bridge upon the 
taufeway of Tacuba. When we arrived there, the 
Immenfe number of 4)oats, and oftheir troops on the 
Itod, was a fub^eft of aftonifimient. By the firft vol- 
ley of their arrows they IdBed -three and wounded 
thirty of ourfirfcBeris^ neverthdris we advanced to 
the bridge, the enemy, as it were by ibatagem, re- 
ceding, and now we were upon a caufeway twenty 
feet wide, expofed as a butt to the arrows of thofe on 
the water on both our flanks. Our muflcetry and 
crofe-bows had no efieft whatever on their cano«, 
they were fo wcfl protefted ; as to the cavalry,, their 
horfes were all wounded, and if dicy purfued the 
enemy a litde diftance on the caufeway, they were 
flopped by the parapets whidi they had built acro& it, 
and which they defended with lon^ lanees j and when 
Vol. H. M o*r 

* The whole number of whom amounted to fcventy thoufand. 
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our infantry a<ivanced againft them in front, tbt 
enemy threw thonfelves into the water. Thus we 
were fighting them fof upwards of an hour, their 
numbers increafing froqa every part of the lake, and 
out. allies only encumbering ti^e caufeway* Being 
utterly unable to reiUl Uie enemy who were on the 
water, we determined to retire, y^uiti we did^ leaving 
eight dead, and ha,ving ^bovc fifty wounded, the 
j^nemy purfuing us cloiiely. ', 

. On the enfuing day, aq)tain.De Oii proceeded with 
.his detachment f<^ Cuymcan ; he talked in terms of 
difapprobation of the preceding eKpedition, laying the 
blame on the«raihnefs of Alvarado. ^ We all, were 
foUcitouS that the two captains ihould renmn to- 
gether, and certaiidy their reparation was very inb- 
.prudent, for, had the ei^emy known the finaUnefs of 
our number, they would ha^ye fallen on and de&royed 
cither detachmemt, during the fotrr or five djiys that 
we were feparated, and.before th^ arrival of Cortes 
-with the flotilla. In thcfe two pgfitions. pur detach- 
ments remained for the above period, without ven* 
turing to pay another vifit to thp Mexican caufeways. 
During this time the enemy frequently fent bodies 
of their troops to the main land, and annoyed us with 
attacks in our quarters. 

Sandoval with his detachment left Tezcuco on, the 
fourth day after the fcaft of Corpus Chrifti, , and, 
•larching through a friendly country, arrived in 

front 
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front of the town of Iztapalapa* On his arrival he 
immediatdy attacked the enemy in that place^ and 
burned many of the hou&s which ikrere buUt on the 
firm groimd ; but frefli bodice of Mexicans came both 
by land and water to their relief, and while thns oc- 
cupied, our troops obferved a finoke to rile from the 
top <^ a hill above the town, which was anfwered in 
the fame manner at other points round the lake, and 
this we found to be a iignal for the information of 
the enemy, that our flotilla was launched ; a drcum- 
ftance which occafioned them to rebx in their holBli- 
ties againft Sandoval. He now remained unmdefted 
in his infuhted fituation^ in a part of the town of 
Iztapah^a, between which and Cu y o i can there were 
no means o£ ccnnmunication but by a jcauieway 
which crofles the lake, and the paflage of which was 
impraflicable in the face of the enemy* 

Cortes, when he brcnight his flotiDa upon the lake, 
firft went to attack a rock which forms a fmall ifland 
juft by Mexico, and on which many of the natives, 
as well d that neighbourhood as of other parts, had 
taken refoge. As foon as the enemy diicovered his 
intention, their' whole force from every part of the 
lake proceeded againft him. When our general per- 
ceived the immenfe number of large boats full of 
fighting men, for it exceeded four thouiand, he drew 
his flot31a into an open part of the lake, and ordered 
his capt2uns to wait patiently for a breeze of wind 
which was juft then beginmng to fpring up. Hie 

enemy I, 
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enemy, tUnking this xria owing to fear^ hc^h to 
clofe round him with great triuttiphy and juft s^ tltit 
moment the wind rifing in His favour, th^ wlK)Irflo:t 
fet iail, plying thdr (wrs M tht &n!kt time f bearing 
dow|ii upon the Mexican canoes in tiai manner^ they 
funk a number of them, and coirqpdled the reft to 
take ibelter in the recefles on the fides^ of the lake<i 

After this Cortis £iiled for Cuyoacan, Here he 
had another attack by the Mesdcans, ^ho aflailed his 
veflbls from the ^biptes cfn the laocKd, a6 well as with 
their canoes ; but he brought four guns to bear upon 
them, and did cotnfiderable execution *, ^though, by 
ibme mififnanagsm^t of the gimnera, hi9 p6wder 
magazinoi, We;w ufi, wounding msuny of has people.: 
This tni£tfortune <:)U3ge4 him to det^kh his light^ft 
veffel to Sandoval for a fupp4y. At Cuyoacan he rc^ 
mained with the flotilla for two days, and here I will 
leaVe him, torekte what paflfed in the detacjbment of 
Alvarado* When we perceived thatt the flotiJto waft 
\ipon the Ijike, we marched out upon the cau&way as 
far as the bridge, irhere we paffisd our tln^ in a rqpe^ 
tition of engagements with the eneftiy, but to iittlo 
eScd^j farther than repairing the psySes in dur rear as 
we advanced j nor did wc now fuff^r the cavalry to 
come to the caufeifray, 

SandoVal had f5und that in his prefent pofition he 
could not fufficiently annoy the enetriy, who were 
efiablifhed in the houfes bufh in the Water ; he there- 
fore 
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fells tanoocA by 2 uunevi]^' tcx i; pboe ifnuoi 
vamdcd tiitfoi better. Hbs bdng p er ceive d firont 
Moico, ularge detaudiaient.wae ient in eaaoea^ witk 
dtitdiosifrto cut tte cattfewaj fariikid out trcxips^ 
Coctes, obferving tUs^ £bI ivkk his vdl^ 
relief ordsrii^Deiffi to go duihei wttk abodfof 
Orndpi I7 tiie csi^ewsy « Homagkiinred Sandoval, 
&e g^Mfal ordered this detadunent toa {dace named 
T^pcSHp^iBsi^'^tn chardi of Nocftra 

Sijn^ra^ Guadeliipe) iit \^idi nuay wonderful mi- 
radift hsrvv been^and are^ {performed. 

A» it ins impoffibfe for (mr fr e^ to advsoice ^xftm 
tl^ caufe^irays t^^out tii^ SankE being fccured on 
€te "wkt^r, the flc^tifla v;^ formed nto thrrediviiiOTs, 
zfiA oiie ctf than itcachod td eadi of the three corps of 
our army.; that is to bsfs fovr ihips to Alvarado, fix 
to De OU, and two to Sandoval, making in all twelve, 
for the thirteenth, i«med •^Bufea Rnido,'' or^¥dSiow 
die Noffe,^ bekg ifetind to be too finafi, was ordered 
to be laid up, and her o^ew divided among die reft, as 
lire had twenty rery badly V(t)ttnded already on board 
the ihips. Alvarado now ord^ed us out upon tHe 
catifeway, and j j^adng two Of the fhips on each fide, 
he thereby protcfted the flanks. We drove the ene- 
my from feveral bridges and l>arricades, but after 
figMuig dtfrkig the whole day, we were d)%ed at 
ti^t to retreat to our quarters, atoioft every man of 
us wounded by tiie Ihowers of arrows and ftones^ 
vMdi^^LGStded imagination/} for we were attacked 

conftantly 
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conftandy "by frcfli troc^ bearing different devices, bf 
land, while from the terraces of the houfes the ene- 
my commanded our ihips. As we could not kave a 
party to fecure what we got in the day, at night the 
enemy repoflefied themfdves of the brieves, and put 
better defences on them* They deepened the water in 
Ibme places, and in the fhallow part they dug pits, and 
placed canoes in ambufcade, which they fecured from 
the attacks of our veffels by pafilades under the wa« 
ter. This was the manner in whidi they oppofed us 
every day. The cavalry as I before obferved could 
do nothing ; the enemy had built parapets acrois the 
caufeways, which they defended with long lances, stfid 
even had an attack been pra£Hcahle, the foldiera 
would not riik their horf(^, which at this time edit 
eight hundred crowns, and fome more than one thou«> 
iand ; nor indeed were they to be had at any price* 

When we arrived at night, we were employed in 
curing our wounds, and a foldier named Juan Catalan 
alfo healed them by charms and prayers, which, with 
the mercy of our Lord Jefixs, recovered us very faft. 
But, wounded or not, we were obliged to go againft 
the enemy every day, as otherwife our companies, 
would not have been twenty men ftrong* When 
our allies faw that the beforementioned foldier cur6d 
us by charms and prayers, all their wounded came to 
him, fo that he had more bufinefs on his hands than 
he knew what to do with. Every day our enfign 
was difabled, not having it in his power to carry the 

colours 
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^ours and defend himielf . Com we had fiiffiden* 
cy of^ but vfe w^gited rcfirefiunents for the wounded. 
What preferved us was the plant called ^ quilites," 
cherries wh^ein feafon^and ^ tunas'' or Indian figs. 
The iitua^tm of our other parties round the lake was 
£milar to what I have here described. 

The eneioy in the dty p4bfi^ out on the fignal be- 
ing made from the top of the great temple of Taltdul- 
co ; and thefe attacks were made every day, and re- 
peated by frefli tro(^» who were formed and march- 
ediOutuifucccffiKHi. Finding that we gained foUttle, 
and loft fi) much, we refdved to changpe ouj: plan of 
operations. There was on ou^ caufieway a fmall open 
place, where were, fome buildings for rel%ious wor- 
ihip ; here we eftahliflieda poft, and lodged ourielves, 
though very badly (as every ihower of rain came in 
upon us) leaving our cavalry and Indian allies to fe- 
cure our rear in Tacuba, from whkh, place we were 
fupplied with bread. From this time» as we advanced, 
we filled the. water cuts which interi^dod the cauie- 
way, and profirated the houfes which were on each 
fide of it ^ fi^rit was <)(cecding difficult to iet them 
on fire, nor could the flames commimiqate from one 
to another, on account of the water which was be- 
tween them; and if we threiw ourfidvcs into the water 
to fwim to a houfe, the enemy deftroyed us from 
their terraces. We guarded every paj(s day and night 
as we gained it, and our method of keeping guard 
was as follows: 

The 
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Thc^ompmyvrbidi was itttiot 4ut?f to0k€t fnm 

4m fit to ifnidnight ^^4^ ieiiy meii ) l9ie fec^d cofa«* 

pmy wtlh the fitme mmilbef ctnie ^ ikt niSdii^lit, and 

r^nained unt^ twe^ours heS6re 4sif kynaky ^e fcft 

guard not qmttkig tlie.peft^ Imt Seeping on the 

ground J this feeond guard watcfhed -liie 4io\ws ^ 

lethargy^ and after them came on the third company 

ix the two hours untS^y, at whicH ii»^ 'stt idbofe 

who were rd&^ed -^liot ^it iht fdk^ f&sam v^ptk 

«i bmuired imdtwen^ «en at the guard. £qme. 

iAmm oar whole detstdmieiit temained ui|der anofi 

(duikig Ae^nigfat, ficnr otir ^pi^onen 4ad 4itfoi»iod x» 

ihatit was ^ kEttntibn of liie Meskatus iiy a^^pesM: 

<^^) toforce fmr poft, asohey 4iie#<thatii3y ifb do* 

4iBg diey would ^etttir^y -difoonoeit the fdam «f «fap 

mother two $ and it was ia^Mded that the nine towis 

in and ftbout the lake^ >^in^hidiAg'OU]».of ^aciiba^ to* 

ge^r wi«h Erzcapuedco and IVnayioca, iho(pld xoadoe 

-^ joint dfen» 4nd attads us in lihe ^near ^diUe ihe 

ASesAcBBB littafiked us in Ivomt. 3t mmat/tihe fync 

-tilme^intended to'cuny ^outluggage znA bakery iA 

ITaeiiba. Wbis intdUigeiice we immcdiitidy tconumi^ 

nicrted'td'OUFcayadry^ watAing them and our ailida 

to be wdltm thcitf guard- — 

lAi we h^ been -infbmiedy fo it ihsqppened^ >me 
were ieMac4ied ^^r federal mi^t$ in ifucosiBion, ibom 
midnight to the break <^^day. The- enemy fbme- 
'tim^ came on with great neife^ at otth^rs^ ikile uposi 
ua in £lence« but during the night their attads^s wece 

never 
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Mi^er made with fa much refolu^n as in the day. 
We were however haraflcd to death with wounds^ 
ftdgoeS) wind, ratn and cold. The place where we 
were pofl»d was now ntud and water^ and our mife- 
xable food of nuize, and herbs withal! but, as our 
officers iaidyfuch is the fortune of war ! T^th all our 
fufferings nothing eSechial was guned : the parapets 
we tteew down, or the ditches we filkd up, during 
the day, the enemy rejdaced in the enliiing nig^t. 
What ufe was our cutting off their jsirater, or dofing 
Ihdr caufeways againft them, when they were fup- 
pUed by canoes with whatever they wanted from the 
neighbouring towns on the lake ? In order to prevent 
this, it was determined that two of our vefleb ihould 
cruife during the night, to intercept them. This 
was found to anfwer in a confideraUe degree, but 
ftill fome efcaped into the dty« 

. The M^cans had the boldnefs at this time to 
form a plan for the furpriie of thefe veflels. For this 
purpoie they prepared thirty of their hrgeft piraguas, 
and ccmcoded them among reeds, fending two or 
three canoes along the lake, as if conveying provifions, 
\y way of a bait for our veffisls. The Mexicans had 
alfo &s:ed piles of large timber below the water, in the 
^edtton which our flups were to be drawn in. The 
oiiKm being perceived by our people, two veflSds fid- 
lied out upon them ; the others appeared to tal^ 
fright, and rowed towards the ambufcade, foHowed 
^y our veffels, whidi, i$ foon as they arrived near 
Vo*. II. N enough. 
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enough, worefurrauiufedbythetM 9f 

ific &fSt difchaurge they; wounded ererf offiicer, ff^dkr 
suid rower oa board ; auid HkCYcSkh could not ftSr 
on account of the piks of tfanben The eAanf , mi^ 
tinuing their attacks^ IdBed a:caplaxii'itdmed Fordlbf 
h^ was a gentleman who had &nred in Italy. Csqp^^ 
turn Pedro JBacba aUb of the croiMxwr-npie» <Ked of 
his woupds^ and the veflbls fdL inm their hand^i 
T4i^e b^onged to the principalid^i4£on, vAkb Cor<^ 
tes con)maiKkd^ he wa» much eootij^iefated^ butk in 
the cQU^e of a flu^fjAinte ret>aid tj^m^ wttt in iS^tit^ 
wi?n way* 

: tSoarte^^ as alfoi our other diiefei by hfe order, pur* 
fkied their fian of-^adkandng agaiflft- the city. Air 
they gained gnnuad^ tbey threw down the fcoufes^ 
and with the materials filled u^ the ditches- or canals 
which croffed the caufeways ; and our brave Tlafcalan 
i^es rendered: \is the greatdft fervke& dining the 
wlkole war^ The Mes^cans o^pofed our progrefs by 
br^b)4ng a bri^^ in^ the rearof their parapets^ andt 
barricades, where.the water- Wto very dccpi feacvingf^ 
QXie obvious pi^ as a. decoy, a^d iit dti^ partis, ptt*^ 
Ms under the'waterf they a]^ nKkk-jlariiiptts otf 
both fi^es of the breach, they pissed psj^d^e^ in the 
<leep water where our v^rfieb rodid ^proadhf^ and they 
had canoet manned r^c^ ta fa&y out upojt die fij^^ 
l^ven. Wh^n they^ had madd thefe pf epiupa€ioM4Jiey^ 
advanced s^nft us in thrive t^^s, oti&b^ the Mt 
<»f .Taouba^ thj^ other by the ruins of ch^ ftoufts^ 

- *4ich 
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kMck lad boea deftroyed, and t^ third by tlw eaufe. 
vrojr «rl«ut diey lad'»ade-tke 'w^ks. AKarado 
fnd bcouglit pait vf life cMvlry to eurfwft, finoe the 
iuoa&s wens 4iAf07«d. We r«p«llfed the enemy on 
al £.4m, and •»& party of tts, having fm-ced them 
lt«m the work I have inentioned, ^an&d the water, 
^ «» mac nacks, 4it thie paft they had left open, and 
fcHismd &eei, unltt we caone to a place where were 
faarge temples and Wvmts of idob. Here we were 
a&ikd kff firefii trodp« from the hottlea and roof*, 
and thofe whom^we purAied laced i^Mvt and eamc 
agalflft vs. We were obliged to retreat, w%idi we did 
-with #egalarity, but when we cia*e to the watef) we 
fimnd that the enimy in their canott had got ipo&Q- 
ion of dte pat6 where we had crc^fed; We w*rc there- 
fore obliged to look for other places, bik as they catne 
prefiing -on us, we were at length compelled to throw 
«ttr(elve3 into Ac lake and get ov«r as we conld. 
Tho(e V^o- were not abte to Mm ML into the pits $ 
the eWdttiy dofed in upon thetti, wounded moft, and 
todk ivfe of wrf feldiers alive. The vefiSs which 
txm^ tootir'tdStf eefdd not approach, being embar- 
rafled itnong ^ paH&des, and here they loft two foJ- 
ificrsi It was a Wonder Astt we Wefe not aU deftroyu 
«d in the fit&Bi. • A'nwnbcr of «he endmy laid hands 
on tne, but our Lord Jefos Chrift gSve me force to 
ifitbngj^e mf aita> J«rtd by dirtt rf a good fword I 
got free froitt thertii thdu^ ^oOftded, and arrived 
on the dry ground, #feeife I faiiited a#ay, and rcmain- 
«sd fenfdefff for a ^tte. TlSs "wft* owing to my great 

exertions 
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c3certions aii4 lofc of Wood, When this irtbb liaii 
their claws on me, I r^comn^n^ed myfidf to our 
Lord and hb Ueflcd, Mother, and they h«urd my 
prayer,glorified be they for all their mercies I One of 
our cavalry ero&d thq water with us tWs day ; he 
and his Jiiorfi? were killed- Fortunately, the r^ were 
with Alvarado in Tacuba j had they been with us 
they iQuft have becud all defbroyed {rem the tops of 
the. buildings* for the adtion took place as it wore 
within the very city^ After this fuccefe the ei^my 
kept us coaf^tly employed during the d^y and 
night, by i^Uoks upon our pofis^ Cortes was much 
diflkis^ at hearing <^ our defeat* which he confider* 
ed asi owing to Qur negle^ of his diredions that tho 
cuts acrofe the caufeways flvouW b^ fijl^ with timber 
w.d fods.as w« jdvwcfid^ 

Xntl^fpace of four days, and with, the lo& of fix 
foldiers^ we completdy filled up thi? gteat aperture, 
and here we eftaUifiied our advanced poft, the ememy 
having cme oppofite to us. Their method of keying 
guard was thi^ ; th^ made a great fire in their front 
which concjealed them from, our view, except when 
they came to renew the fire, as it .vfas fometimes'ex?, 
tinguiflied by the rains, which were at that feafon 
frequent an4 heavy. They kept profound filence on 
guardsi nw was it ever interrupted except by their 
fignals, which were given by a whittle. Our £hot 
did no execution anaong them, for they fortifie4 
their pofl: by a parapet and ^ new dit^h., Having de^ 

fcribed 
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fidbol the iiiaiuier in which guaiid kcptoaeidi 
fide, I wis fiow give a«r acoraiit of mt daily ^mplof* 
iaeat. In ^he mornikig y^t mftrch^d if^&iA die toif^ 
myt; alter^thgaj^iilg them 4uting;the vh^ day we 
r^reated, to4rard$ erot&bf^i cov^ed' with" wounds^ 
SA deariflg the caufeway of oUr affies whofe num- 
bctsemhsumdkd us, a drcumftance the' enemy were 
watchful^ tatake advantage of; after which we fell 
back itep by ftq;)^ firing :at the enemy as they ad* 
viQced, and being fisuEitd^ hfthc nntied vefiels, until 
we peached oar poft. When we arrived ih our ijnar* 
ters we &t down to our mifery of maize caken, herbs^ 
wd tnnasf, curing our wounds with oil, and rem^n* 
Wg all mght fubjed tQ ^onfiant alarms* . 



Cortes :and }ii& party were employed in the fiime 

manner,! andhis lofs in kifledand woonded was by 

this time became very, (xmfiderable. He, conftantly 

fent out: i(^^ at ni^ to fcour the lake, and one 

mght they brought in to him fome prifoners of con- 

fequence } frpm them he learnt that th^ enemy had 

formed an ambuscade fimilar to their former cme, of 

forty piraguas and the fame number of canoes. Cor« 

tes tlien pr^ar^d fi^ v^fleis,. and fent them during 

the night, and with muSed oars, to a place of con^ 

cealm^nt within a quarter of. a league's diftancc of 

that of the raiemy. It nnjft bfe obfervoi that the 

bujtties and t^llrifeeds, juid the water cuts at the edges 

of the Jake, favoured tfaofe* deceptioxis. Esurly in the 

morning one' of our veflGds was fent a$ if in fearch of 

the 
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li» SIMM vm>i9 whiA^ymiti wkhiifroiii&om 4» 
1^. ^t% ^^jofyixm^ t^^Hsf f)Hl mi board it ^ order 
lj9 poiiKt oiM: ike f4»« iprbcrethar flolSh'^as coiu> 
SOjdeyiU Tbc cntmy alf6> t^^ ^ ti^:4iocptio|i of 
)€fii4§d caiiQCd tb draw vw tluthcr^ a&dth^ oanoes 

j^ pLmln^iif»d^ JftidJiy tbmr:liRrtyi ciir!s»gdbpinr&ed 
^^m v^.^oear it» ?iid y^farcmght:; tc^ akif jg^om 
i(|^^f»%i'; llif «x^ioy V flodOa fefdel^fing .t^ 
ihe did apt^vjuic^ MW out oahcr^ tka&op bmxd 
of ^^ flowing towwds >th»t p^ut Turh^eouifftips nrcsc 
(0|[iceitliddf When tbef found that die exieitiy \^rd 
t^roi^i^It^tliit pdint iriieie.we w|j(hed th^[i €6 to^ 
the crew fired .two. fhotsrasafignal t^ our i^ii&3,(ki 
immediately on which the veflels puihed out, and 
§|lUng dn tlie:enexhy iab jdowiaL£n?eral^ IsmI diQ^^^ed 
the reft, mtkmg a nunabeir^of^pfifon€KS.>Th|g ga^^ 
them enough x)f ambuftadssv npr did the3r from tfaaie 
tU3Be t^nM ^cro& to Mexiix>& 43penly a& before; * 

Thp pmDple of the ci<^ in the take, Rowing tire<l 
of this watifeu^e, waited (^ft <>drtQ9 at this time in or- 
d^ to m^e finbmiffioii, dedartng that ii^h^ hcen 
forced into hoftiiky ^ by^ the Mexioms. Cortes rccchT'^ 
ed them with af&bifity^ gs^re them affurances of pr^ 
^diom ^sccorc&fig to their* behaviour, akd at thefamtt 
^me toSd ibemthat he escpeded their t^Glfiance in the 
fiippiy 0f boats^ and p^ovifions, and in erecting bar« 
^acks {<» 4he troops., 'flM they promifed readily, 
but performed very badly. Cort« had huts buSt for 

his 
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Kfo detec&nenty but the rdS renudned estpoTed to the 
weather, a very fcvere duty in kfclf in that (Smate, 
where^ daring the months of June, July and Auguft, 
it tsAn% ce^ttnuaHy. 

Our detachmtet perfeVered in filling up every ditth^ 
and canal, as we proceeded, with the materials of the 
fioufes which we deftroyed; and conftantly gained 
temples, bridges, or houfes which ftood feparate from 
each other, and were accefEble by draw-bridges only* 
'lb present jealoufy the companies took the worldng 
and covering parties alternately, and towards evening,, 
when we drew off, the whole fiood to their arms, and' 
retreated, fending our Indian allies before Us. The 
litter rendered us moft important al&ftance in the 
Working dtity, both in pulling down the houfes, and* 
fflBng the a^rtures. iSandoval during this time w^ 
obliged to fuftain conftant attacks, and Cortes on his 
fide attacked ofte of the out pofts of thi city, where 
the canal which croffed the caufeway was too deep to 
Hr forded. The enemy hid fortified irftrongly, and 
defended it both by land and water. Cortes com- 
manded the attack in perfon, and with fliccefs; but at 
ni^ Be was obfiged to retire without filfing the^ 
dfttSy and with the lofe of four Spaniiirds klfted, atid^ 
aJKJve^ffifrty wounded, for the pafe was commanded^ 
f?onr the terraces; and the pafifades ntadit in the wa- 
ter prevented the approach of ' the Veflfels. ' 

^ "^ Cfuitimotzln 
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Guatimotzin now determined to wear us out b)r 
continual efforts. Accordingly, on the tweirty-firft of 
June, the anniverfary of the day of our entry uito 
Mexico, the enemy attacked us at every point with 
their whole force by land and water, at the hour of 
the fecond fleep, or of lethargy, that is two hours be- 
fore day. The number fit for duty at pur poft was 
one hundred and twenty; our allies we had fen^ entire^ 
ly off the caufeway, and it was with our utmoft ef- 
forts that we could refift the enemy. We. at length 
however repulfed them from all our pofts, but with 
the lofs of many killed and wounded. AlVaraido's de-» 
tkchment loft two foldiers on this occafion. The ene- 
my's attacks were continued for two nights fuccet 
$vely upon the different pofts, and they ^erwarfls- 
concentrated their whole force in an aflault upon 
ours, which took place at day break. This was the 
moft defperate of all ; if our allies had been with us 
v(c fliould have been loft. Our cavalry on this occa- 
fipniavcd our flanks, aifd we had confiderable fupport 
from our ihips. Eight of our foldiers were lolled in 
this attack, and Alvarado yr^ wounded ; but we uki- 
mately beat the enany off^ and alfo made four of 
their chiefe prifoners. I fear to tire my readers with 
this repetition of battles. For ninety-three days to- 
gether we were employed in the liege of this great a^d 
ftrong city, and every day and every night wc. were 
engaged with the enemy. Of courfe they muft par^ 
don what my duty as an hiftorian compels me to re- 
late : ftill, were I to extend my narrative to indudc 

every 
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€ve|ry adioQ whidi took jl^ccj it would be almofl end- 
Ids, and my hiftory would refemble that of Amadis 
and the other boc^ of chivalry. 



dortei, Rowing W6ary of delay, called a couucfl 
tof War, relative to a general aflault upon the dty^ 
His i^ was^ to inarch by the three caufeways, and 
to endeavour to gain the great fquare, where, unit** 
Sng dur v^hofe force, we fliould command aH the ftrefctfi 
leading to it. Upoh this propofal'therd wtoa great 
difference of opinion, for many thought our prefent 
method 6f proceeding by fiHing the canals as' we ad- 
vanced, deftroying the houfes, and teraldng a road 
with iht materials,' was preferable to that reCom- 
mendfed by Cort6Sr, whereby, in going into the hesgrt 
t)f the dty, wfe fliould become Ae befiegcd infftcad ojf 
being the tfeficgers, and fall e5ca^y into the fituatioa 
in which \^e iivcrt when obliged to fly from Mexico. 
Vtc ihould alfo they faid be involved in greater dif- 
iGculties than formerly, for the enemy would now 
bring their whole po^er by land and Water upon us, 
fo that we fliotdd have to contend with them in the 
dty, on the lake, and afl round it, without the pof- 
fibifity bf retteat, Which they could predude by cut- 
ting tfee caufeways- When Cortes had heard the 
opiB^ns of all, and th6 good reafons upon whichthey 
xjreke founded, the refult was, that he gave orders for 
^ our whole force, together with our allies, to attack 
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the city on the enfuing day, and tb'get poftefllori 6? 
the great fquare. , ' 

On the next morning therefore, having heard 
mafs, and recommending ourfelves to God, ow three 
dctacfcments mfi(rched:agaiaft th? qncmy's polls in 
Jthcir.frottt.j. Thok: con^manded by Cortes and San- 
doval met with lefe violent oppofition than that; whicb 
i^xa Ihe b^t of the divifion of Alvarado, to which I 
-hdongod^ In o(Ur attack upon the fy& dike, moft of 
jtfcfc Spaniards recced wounds, one was killed, and 
.aboyc^ one t^oufand of our allies killed or wounded. 
iCortcs at firft l)or^.down all before liim, and having 
.i|fi)Ven tfce en^my from a poft where the water was 
A:ery de^ and the caufeway very narrow, he was in- 
duced tp purfue them in their retreat to the city,, his 
Indian ^allies crowding clofe after the Spaniards. The 
enemy induced hiq;^ j^y frequent halts and feigned at- 
tacks to continue the purfuit, and the caufeway had 
been narrowed, to anfwer their defign. It was the 
will of pur ^ord that Cortes and his captains fliould 
4g^ fb neg^gent a^ to omit filling the ditch which they 
^ bad pafled. '^he caufeway was alfo in fpme parts 
covered with ^ater, and deep in mud. When the 
..enemy faw our Coa^te^ thus run into the trap which 
they had laid, multitudes in canoes fallied out ^gainft 
him and took him on his flanks and rear, his Pwn 
vcffek not being able to approack on account oiF tfee 
palifadoes. It became now neceflaty tor the troops 
to retreat, which they did at firft with great regvflari. 

ty. 
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ty^ but when they came to the narjr ow pafs I have be- 
fore mentioned, the difficulty of the ground, with the 
f^ry pf the attack, from a retreat ^ turned it into a 
raj:?^ pur pcpplc flying before the eriepny without at- 
tempting ^o defend themfelves. Our Cortes ufed 
^yery exertion to rally them, but in vain ; he received 
a wound in the leg from the enemy on board the 
capoes at the pafs, where they killed fix of our horfcs, 
and carried off feventy-two Spaniards alive. Six 
chiefs feized upon Cortes, but it was the will of God 
that he ihpuld efcape, for that valiant foldier Chrifto- 
Val de pli, feeing hi& general's danger, flew to liis af- 
j^anpe, as did another brave nian named Lerma. 
Pli with his own hand killed four of the fix Mexican 
jchiefs^ gallantly lofing his own life in defence of his 
general, and Lerma efcaped with the greateft difficulty. 
X)ther fqldiers now arrived to the affiftance of our 
Cortes; amongft the number was Quinones, captain 
£)f his guards. They took hini out of the water in 
th^ir arms, and placing him on a horfe, hurried him 
off frp^m the crowd of enemies, and fliortly after, his 
major domo, named Chriftoval de Guzman, brought 
one of his own horfes for him. ITie enemy followed 
up their attack with ardour, and the unfortunate 
Guzman, being fdized by them, was carried alive to 
Mexico. Cortes and the fliattered remains of his 
trpops, purfued to the laft, arrjivcd with great difficult 
ty at their garters, where I will leave them for the 
prefent, tp relate what happened in the divifion com- 
manded by Alvaiiado. 

After 
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After oiir firft attack, wherein we defeated the cae^ 
my, as yre were advancing, w^ wjre met by frefl^ 
troops in ^eat parade, bearing plumes pf feathers, 
and devices on their flandards. When we came near 
them they thr?w dpwn befbrc us. fivebleejcKng heads, 
ci;yin^ out to us that they were tl^ofe of Cprtes and 
his officers, and that we fliouWr megt the fame fate 
with our companions ; they then marched up, aiid, 
fightyiff us foot to foqt, compelled us to retreat. We 
as yfual called to o\ir allies to dear the way for us, but 
in th,e preXent cale there was no pccaljon ; the fight 
oF the bloody heads had done it effectually, nor did 
one of them remain on the c?iufeway to ipipcde our 
retreat. Before we ^rrived at our quarters, and whik 
the enemy were purfuing us, we heard their fliriU 
timbals, and, t^he difmal found of the great drum,^ 
from the top of the principal temple of the god of 
war, which overlooked the whole city. Its mouriiftil 
noife was fuch as ^lay be iiiiagined the mufic of the 
infernal gods, and, it might be heard at the diHance of 
ajmbft three leagues. They were then lacrificing the 
hearts of ten of our companions to their idols. Short- 
ly after this the king of Mexico's horn was bldwn, 
giving notice to his captains that they were then to 
take their enemies prifoners, or die in the attempt. 
It is impoffibl? to defcribe the fiiry with which they 
clofed upon us when they heard this'fignal. Though 
all is as perfeft to iny recoUedion as, if paffing before 
my eyes, it is utterly beyond my power to defcribe ; 
all I can fay is,it was Qod's will that ^e ihould efcape 
V ..^..-*4»'^ from 
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from their hands, and get back'in fiifcty to our poftj 
Pnrifed be he for his^ mercies, now and at all other' 

times! . i .. 

Our cavalry made feveral charges thl^ day, but out 
great fupport was in two guns which raked the caufe* 
way, and were commanded by a gentleman named 
Pedro Moreno de Medrano, who always bord a high 
reputation as an officer, but whofc ferviccs on this day 
were moft important, for the whde caufeway waA 
crowded with the eilemy. We were as yet ignorant 
of the fateof our other detachments. Sandoval wai 
above half a league diftant, and Cortes ftill farther. 
The mfelanchoiy fight of the remsdns of our country- 
men, and the lofs of one of our veflels, three of the 
Ibldiers of which the enemy had killed, impreffed our 
minds with defpair, and we thought this the laft hour 
of our lives. The vcffel was afterwards recovered by 
that conimanded by captain Juan Xaramillo. Cap- 
tsdn Juan de Limpias Caravajal, who now fives in La 
Puebla, a moft gallant officer, had the honour of being 
the firft who with his veflel broke through the ene- 
my's palifades, totally lofing his hearing, from this 
day, by e^cefs of courage. 

Cortes, moft of whofe foldiers had been killed, 
and what remained alive, wounded, was attacked in 
his quarters by a great body of the enemy, who threw 
over to him the heads of our companions, alledging 
thpm to be thofe of Alvarado, Sandoval, ;ind others, 

in 



lA ocddr tQin^cigf t^ fel^oi^ of Cqriq an4 o^f ^^ 
lies witht^ idfi^ ^t tliflsr Ij^ui ^n ajii^flli: %P^ 
ful againft the other detachments. When Cartes he*^ 
held the horrid fpedade his heart funk within him^ 
>nt he ki^up a^pptar^m^e?, a^ Qr4ei:i9g ap. ;a fljand 
to their 2^m^ made a front ta Mi? ene^y. ]^ th^ 
^t Jowk^ d^ Tap^a wtji Uvec inprc na^u^^tf^ vp^ 
to our 4iH^rt(^$iit M^ <?r4er fx> algeirtaiii ij^^^t t|ie i|afef 
ofa^hrswas. In their yay thitl^^l^^^r^attadfc 
rd^ym^my bodies qf U^ ejoemy, whf^fh^ l^ng of 
^:|^ ha4 J^ace4 \ip^ a glan pf . futer^igp^gg^ ^ir 
^x^piwAgitions^ Qp tJl^ W^W tl|qy j5?iw4 IW 
9i^gi|g;p|} »[Hh t^ Mexican forces They at that ti^ 
IXN[|Qcakfl ^^b; Jpfy pf Cortes, fiatisg it »t x^ mcy:p 
than fi¥PrW4-tw«nty, 

It 1$ now nec^pyty (p 94^^ to Sai^^Qv^, who 
hdd gp^e <^ vi^ripus iintil tl^^ defeat of Cortps | 
3fter wMqh the enemy turned pn him, and hi th^ 
jfirft ^|t^ }^ed two foldji^rs <3fid woun^4 ?^ ^ 
f«ftj gJtvH)g Sandoval jjim£yf three woupds, pne o^ 
.wlHchMraji^ in the hfi»d. M t^ey h?d done ^where^ 
l^9y; ^4^^ before his tropp^ii^ heads of their com^ 
panions, rcci?ntly taken dSF, thjcatcning them witiji 
the like £ite. Ssmdovai was not to be terrified ; he 
warned his fqldi^s to preferve a good countenance, 
and feeiiag ^hppes of fucoefs, broipgbt his diyifi^n 
l»dc to their ijuarters, with many wounds it is .(:rtt^ji 
hm widi the lofe of pply two of their ];iu]xdt>er^ San- 
dpyjatJ then, wcmnded ashie was, leavlngihe cominaf^d 

of 
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1^ 1& pdl to br^tia^ Lnis ifaHn, i^ cm^ 6n 4ioffiL 
track to have an ftto^cw lirith Gortes^ Ak he went 
he wfc d&Sed by ^ eireiAy, but he Semved rt tlib 
i^erad^s q[uarters, and, ad m -d fing ^nm in tiertes ctf 
TOtpd£e and dobdoteike, iXttd him bcm tltts iBfuocdb 
feud Happened. ,^*^n Sandoval*' ?kid Cortes^ S^itfc 
Yeah hi Mi eyes, ^* it is for my fete Aat thtsAuaJbr- 
•^ftirae has befidlen me j tut die faxrft is Mfidi tte trea- 
fercr Aidcrcte, ixlib ixras ordered by xne to fiB up thfe 
lAd pals Hvftere the enemy threw us into cbnftifidttJ* 
%e trtafottr then exdAiitied, thit it was witfc Cor\^ 
TfttirfdSf ^ fiult lay, fte halving ne^Tr pvcn ifay Tudi 
lor^ers, bttt hurr^g on Ms mfen aftrir the cnctny in 
tteir feigned tetfeat, crying, ** Forwird, ^htlemen ! 
'ferward!" tdrtes was ailb very much blkmed for 
)(tbt having feiit Mis affiles out oFthie Way earty enou^: 
However, ISirtUbmSt to detail any mbre of tlic con- 
verfation which paffed at this time between Cortes 
'and t)ie treafiirer, as it happiened in the heat tff ahger 
and ciifej[)pointmc4it. Goftes wis agrctibJy furprifi^d 
"Ijy the arrival dFtwo of his VeflRfc whieh he had giviHi 
^ for ioft, aWibtlgh'he did hot elt^dk hiflifelf <b* 
H&)rtes d^fired feiidbvatl to^o to otir quWters at TsU 
iftita, ashe apprellerided thit the weight of thcehemy^ 
•attack ^oiild ftH upon this poft, and twtMiao^Tidsd 
i&at 'he ff*uld pay attftitibn td otr affairs, 'as he him. 
f^f ^as at prSktit unable to do fo. Sahd<ml; fettisg 
-ikty artriVed it Tttrtifaa afct^ the honir nfi^c^jcrt. 
*[e alfoibftiteJ^ as Ikffa had dorte, ocoipicd in«^ 
'i&Skhg 'tfci cafeiny, fomc *>f ^Hhain wereriftiackmg'us 

by 



by the cai^ewajri others by that o£thc ruined h0i£&|«( 
I ^as 21$. this time, together with 43thers pf t our fo^ 
^i^iq) to my waiftjmthc yatcf , defe^ a veffd 
which was agrouad^ and en^iged with the enepjy^ 
>r]^o wcfe endeavouring to get ppflfeftp^ qf her. , JvA 
as* Sandoval arrived, hoyfever^ by a. great effort wcigot 
the veflfel aflpat, >ut with t^e lofcx)f two of the cjjew 
killed, and every man on board woimdedv Jhe cppf 
my now attacked us with more yiolenee^ Sandoyd 
received a blow on the fate with a ftone, and odJied 
to^us loudly to retreat ^ we not falling hack as,faft; as 
4ie wi&ed^ he called again ta us, afldng if we wai^d 
to have all the. cavalry deftroyed. We. thai retreat©^ 
until we reached our poft, during the tipae of ywlsj^ 
our two guns, .under the direction pi Medrano, 
though they frequently fwegt the caufeway, could not 
prevent th/e enemy from fcdlowing us dofely. 

- Here we were for a time at reft, and engaged ia r^-* 
lating the events which had happenjed at each fofk^ 
when.oi?., a fuddcn our ears were ftruck .by the h^-^ 
tific found of the great drum, the timbals^ horn ^d 
ttunipets,;in the temple of the war gp4* .We all%- 
Tccted our eyes thither j and, ihpcking to relate ! fjtw 
our unfortunate countrymen driven^ by force, cu^ 
and baftinades, to the place where they were to be ^ 
crificed, which bloody Ceremony was accon)pst9^:by' 
the naaurnfulfoundof blithe iniirumentSQ/tt^^ tein[4^ 
We perceived that whto<h€fyh^d:fc)?<?iqg^ the unfair^ 
tunate viftin^ to the flat ftimmitoftfae bi^yof.tjb^ 

temple. 



TH^ Conquest of Mexico. io^ 

titapkf where were the adoratorics, they put plumes 
upon their headd, 2t&d with a kind of fan in the hand 
, 0? each, iMde them dance before their accurfed idob. 
Wficw they had done thi?, they hud them upon their 
backs, oh the ftone ufed for that purpofe, where they 
ait otit their hearts, :five, and having prefentcd them, 
yet palpitating, to their gods, they drew the bodies 
down the ftcps by the feet, where they were taken by 
others of their priefks. Let the reader think what 
were our fenfations on this occafion. Oh, heavenly 
Oddi £dd we to our£dves, do not fufier us to be 
fati^^d by thefe wretches ! do not fuffer us to die 
£^ chid af d^th^ ! smd then howfhoddng a refledion, 
t^ iff^ w^tf unable to relieve our poor friends who 
were thus murdered before our eyes ! At this moment 
At itittky affiifled our poft in great force, reviling us, 
2(tid &yiAg their gods had promifed us all to them. 
Our ki^n allies fiink under the dreadful ideas they 
oqpreffisd, when they threw among them alfo fomc 
of tiid.ttl^ngled remains of their horrid feaib, other 
parts be»^ fent round all the neighbouring diftrids 
as a triumphant memorial. We ftill however main- 
tained pdfleffion of our poft, one half of our cavalry 
^iAg on the caufeway and the other half in the 

Our new allies on the lake had fufiered confidera- 
Wy by the enemy, having loft half their canoes, but 
t^ continued firm to us^ from animofity to them, 
or contented themfdves with being mere lookers on. 

Vol. II. P and 
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apddidnotmojeftxis* Cortes in confequenccof otUT 
loffeSi ordered aceffation o£ attacks^ which laA)ed for. 
the ipace of four days, during which we did not- quit , 
our pofts, having Ipft ^near eighty men and (even hor« 
fes in the laft engagement. The enemy alfo gained 
ground t)n us, and made new ditches and water, cuts, 
but we had a very deep and defcnfible one in front . 
of our quarters. Sandoval and Tapia^ on their re- ^ 
turn to the general, reported to him the vaUant nian«^ 
ner in which our fcddiers were behaving when they - 
arrived at our poft ; Sandoval alfo mentioned tap par- . 
ticulary, and laid thofe things in my commendation^ ^ 
which, exckifive of the fefts being known to, pur; 
■N^hole army, would not be proper to repeat of myfelf«» 

Puring this ceffa,tion, oixt whok £otcc of infantry 
kept guard on the caufeway at night, flanked by the 
brigsantiaes, one half of the cavalfy patroling ift Tacu* 
ba, the other half on the caufeivay. In the morning 
we prepared to receive the enemy, who ev^ day. ^ 
continued facrificing our poor companions, and whea 
they attacked, reviled us, faying that out flefti was . 
too bitter to be eaten; and truly it feems that fuch a 
miracle was wrought. For five days together the 
enemy continued their affaults, being promifed, as . 
they faid, our deftruftion, by their gods, within the 
lp2V:e of eight days ; but their gods, as it appears tc^ 
me, were peryeffe and.treacherous to them, not per*. 
mittihg them to think of peace, and thus leading 
them to.jjtiai. This language, however, and the laft, 

menace 
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naSenace in particular, had futh an cffeft upon our alHes, 
together with the bad appearance of our aSairs, that 
they ;dmoft entirely deferted us in the courfis of the 
ni^t. TTie only ofie who remained with Corteft' w^ 
Suchcl, otherwife Don Carlos^ brother of Fernando 
ford of Tezcuco. He was a man of greaX bravery. Hfe 
friends- who ftaid by him amounted to about forty,, 
With Sandoval remained the chief of Guaxocingo, 
with about fifty, and in ours the brave Chichimecate- 
de, the two fons of out firiCTid D. Lorenzo de Vargas^, 
and about eighty Ha&alans. Being queftioned as to 
the 'ffight of thdr* countrymen, they faid, that the 
gods of the Mexicans hacl predifted our deftrufkioh ; 
that they faw us all wounded, and many killed, that 
their own lofe was above one thoufand two hundred 
killed, and that the younger Xiotenga had from the 
firft foretold that ^t ftiould be all put to death ; and 
therefore, confidering us as loft, their countrymen had 
quitted us. Cortes, though he thought what they faid 
much too true, put oh a cheerful appearance, ridicul- 
ed the predictions of the enemy,- and affured tliem 
that all would do welL He thereby was fortunate^ 
enough to induce the few who yet remained to ftay 
with us to the laft. The Indian Don Carlos, a brave 
and wife man, now reprefenterd to Cortes the errone- 
bus fyftem* on which he had afted, and alfo that whicli 
the fituation of the enemy pointed out, advifing hiii^ 
not to ftiflferhis troops to fight. " Cut off, '^ faid lie, 
^ their provifions and water ; there are in Mcrnco fcr 
ttiany Xiquipife* of* warriors, how can they fublHl.^ 

their 
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their pr6vijQi>^s muft ^t fomc ^mc \>c expasidedt tJiii? 
i^tcr which they get irom the w^ ifk bk. W th^ 
havt norefourcclwt|ipmthefi»tM»fltTOw: figjij 
iJiem by hunger «nd thirft, and do mt thro^ 
away yo^r own force." Cprt^s emtn^ced ©• :C^lo9 
fyx his advice; not that the iame iad jwt QcqiinFed fc» 
many of us before, but we wcr^ top imp^tif^nt^ 

Cortes b^gan wpon his n^w^yftcspb by fe»4«lgiPllJ«W 
toaU thcdetac^enj^s tjOiFemsw* Witl^ §u^rt«|fp % 
the pcxt three days. As the^i*«ny »?re ^ %a.Bg 
upon the h^, we always &s&t out tvot^ yeSUk m 
conipany ^ they had now acquired ^ t^^hod of 
breaking thrpugh tfef j«iiia<^te^ by t4^ leroe df ««» 
and laiby when there was a g^i^id ^i94* Th^ V^ 
were naafters of the-l^e, 9^ al£3 pf ^ the hou£» 
which were at any little dIftfWP? foon» t^ Qty, 
This Ilackened the triumpjhs pf Uvr^^^^^M;Can.s, A^our 
veflels hrckc through the euej»y'^ pjd^fadoi^f ^Y 
could flank us while we carried on our iworks filing 
the ditches in our firont. ThAs we eg^^ at all oi^r 
pofts in the fpace of four days, Cwtes I^l^felf qirry* 
ing the beams and earth. 

During each night of this period the enemy con» 
tinned beating their accurfed drum in the great tern* 
pie. Nothing can equal the difinal impreflion its 
found conveyed. They were then in the execution 
of their infernal ceremonies ; the whole place was il* 
luminated, and their ihrieks at certain intervals peiro 

ed 



|ld ti^44r» tF^ten mf^ taogiether wwtthtf drat 
tmtio^m j^i^Kwig tp 4«ia& o«r unfoituoate cooip 
panioDS. Chriftoval de Guzman W2fi ib^ laft £icrtfc» 
cd ; he was in their hands eighteen days ; thb we 
wece lAforxtted ^y iboie of our prilboersy and for 
frery £icKi&e we were told that tbrir war god re* 
«^ii^ to them the ]^ohu& of wiSbory. The eneoqr 
9t tkae^ during the ft»:^(Htig period broi^^ our 
mm ca90&4>ow6a^nft i]6»^aiidmade the unfectuaate 
pdToBers fiioat the»n ; but our poft derivoditt £ifetf 
fi»m the «xdknt nuz^igemeat of the two guns luw 
^^^M. Mfidrano, »id we *ftill ad^^^iced, gaimaf 
every day a bridge or a parapet. Our veflels alfo omw 
tinually intercepted their canoes loaded with provi- 
J^ and waier, ^^ thofe' which were -employed in 
procuri^ that nutritive Aibfiance which when dry 
rcfemblcs che<rfc, and is fwnd at the^bottom of th? 
lake. la this manner of proceeding twelve or thir* 
t^n days had i^owpafled } our lives therefore exceed* 
ed the date ^allowed them by theprediflion of the 
|ile;xican priefts. Thisjgave our aUies courjig^ and, 
ia con^ance with the requiikionof our fteady friend 
Suehd;^ two th^uland warriors from Tezcuco returned 
tpu^ There came witji them captwi Pedro Saxicheas 
Farfaiv, ^nd Aisothoiuo de YUlaroelf afterwards mar- 
rle4 to JUa OJeda, whohad bee^ left behind in Tezcu.* 
CO. J^/lzjxj-hoiBi^ ^Q of our Tlafcalaa and other aU 
lies arrived about the fame time. Cortes^ having 
iumn^oned their chiei^^ made them aipeech, partly 
of reprimand and partly of hopes and promifes, con^ 

duding 
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eluding it with an admonition to them not to put ib^ 
tkath any of the Mezicaas, as it was hb wilh to nc^ 
gotiate for peace. 

The heavy rains at this feafbn of the year were 
much In our favour, the enemy always relaxing irt 
their exertions when they came cm. We had now 
advanced confiderably into the dty at each of the 
three attacks } we had aUb reached the fountains ofi 
brackifli wat^, which we totally deftroyed, and thQ^ 
cavalry could ad through the whole fpace which w« 
liad gained, as it was our care to maJee it Icvd for^ 
them. 

Our general thought the prefent a good jundhire 
to oflFer peace to the Mexicans j he therefore propofed 
to three of his principal prifoners to go with his meC- 
fage to their king, Guatimotzin j but they deiclinedit^ 
alledging that he wo\ild certainly put them to death. 
At length however he prevailed with them to carry 
his propofal, which was to this purport : That from 
the affeftion he bore to all the family of the great 
Montezuma, in order alfo to prevent the deftrudioa 
of that great city, and the lofe of lives, he was willing 
to treat of peace, calling to the recolleftion of Giiati- 
motzin that his troops and people were cut oflFfrom 
provifions and water, and that all thofe nations which 
had formerly been the vaflals of Mexico were now 
the aBies of the Spaniards ; with many more ftrong 
arguments to the fame purpofe, which the ambafia-r 

dors 
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^€ffs very well uaderikood. Previous to their going 
thi^ defired that the general would provide them 
vith a letter^ under which authority they waited on 
Ijie monarch*: fobbing and wailing bitterly^ as know- 
ing the dagger which attended their bufineik At 
firft Guatimotzin and his chiefi appeared enraged^ 
but the moderation of his difpofition prevailed,, and 
he refolved to call a coundl, compoied of theprinces^ 
chie& and priefis of the city, Guatimotzan opened 
the bufixiels by exprefling his ovm indination to convs 
into terms, expofing the inefficacy of their refiflancc, 
the d^fisrdon c^ their allies, and the diftreifcs of the 
peq[de. The priefts took the oppofite opinion. They: 
^eprefented the conduct of the Spaniards from the 
firft, their treatment of his uncle the great Montezu* 
xia(, of Cacamatsdn, and <Sf various <^her princes, at 
iboa asr^dieyhadgot the^i in their power } alfo the 
death <^ the two fons of Montezun^ which they laid 
to their chaise, the deftru£tion and wafte of the 
wealth of Mexico, and the marks of flavery with 
which they had branded other nations. They re* 
tiinded him of his own martial £une and condud, of 
the infidioufhds of Cortes and his ofiFers, and the 
promifes of . vi&ory they had obtained from theic 
gods. Guatimotzia then expreffed lus determinatioA 
to fi^t to the laft man, and gave orders to fpare the 
provifions as much as poiEble, to fink wells in various 
1^aces,and to endeavour to obtain fupplies by night. 

Our 



Our army tfefnatned at ^Mif ptolfe' for tirtra ifiyr 
quietly, cxpddliirg (he aiiffWcr frcrtri Mcrfcd. Wd 
^erc then attacked at aff poirrts by jgf eat bddBes of t!hci 
enemy, wh(i fell Oa u^ Kfce Sons, do&lg ti^ aitaf 
endeavouring to feize uS hx iJidr haodds, #ftetieVet ffitf 
kbtn of Guitinjotzih waS founded. Fof fcvcit cfay* 
#ere t^e thus engaged, ^ii^Kfh^ ht i bbdy dtir^ 
tSe iiig^t, at day break gohig farter aflSoit, flgfedngf 
during the dayistnd in the evening reth&g to cdil^ 
ftfle bnrfdVes tnth our iftiferf of ttl£4d dakcs, ag! 61* 
pejJpcr, tunasi, and JietbS; Oto ofief dF ^clace oMJ* 
fenred fot tiiw matter for the enenijr (d iHfr^rtleui oA,- 
i?tproaching us as cowards, ^rid fitying, H^t -^^aed 
wa^ for wotnen, and arms %yi^^.> 

' It ha& been menfione^ 4hat fhe #^et^#l #driuiltl9 
of our countryriien-vrere fdi* rounS *d diffi^^eM ^Kj*' 
tinces, to ftmimon and enGoura^^t^tfii l^ dOHO^ 
file sudof the Vkikcms^. In isonfi^^udt^^ afoMtfaf- 
fembled from Mat^^ihgo, ItfalliHilco, fllfi4 otlbdr ]^b6W 
at the dHlaned <tf tiight kagties from Mdidpo^ t« 4^ 
on ourrcar, ip^hile the encHiiy fifolft the diy atilackMl 
us in front. Wiien '^y ^hstd if eftll^ a» oIkpv^ 
mentidned, they began-to coi*rfAit outft^ei^ uftetti ti»er 
countrytretween them and '«, fekang thi^ihikitta 
in order to facrificd Ckmij^athts ^ thi^^ S^iftlfS^ ttf 
Cortes, he idfetadted 'Andres -de T^-i#kfc-t*ttidf 
cavaky and one> hundred infantry agdinft tke^aiMMf ^ 
This officer executed his miffion completely, dri^g 
Aem back to their own country with lofs. 

Cortes 
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r Cfifffi9 thanSat Satpdoira} to-a^fttlie people of 
^diftriftcaBedby us Cuemabaca, who were atuck- 
^ in the &mc manner. There is much to fay in 
reaped to this expediticp ; too much indeed to be 
aUe todo juftice to it without goii^ into the detsdk* 
Suffice it that it was store piacfiMf than warlike, and 
of the hi^)ieft efieft fox ui, Sandoiral returning ac- 
comfanied by two chieft <tf the nation he had march- 
ed ag^onft. His return was very fudden, in order to 
picKe&^o^cpoftSsWhidi wewin a moft perilous wsyi 
isx this dnft had difaiantled them, as he had wptli 
faim^^fvary ouui reaUy fit for duty, being t¥«nty csp 
V9kf ^md^eigl^ in£mtry. However, he by his es^e* 
jditioB iaved both ovur aHtes and us. 

C«rtasi mfv agun hat an «»bafly to Guatimotdn^ 
(xjmghc had his Momirch's orders to fave if poflibk 
Ifaat :4pfe dty ; be sqninded Guatiqu>t2in c^ the dif«* 
tnaft of^the wretdidd peo^, and to ccmvince him 
tktt^iikehadsohopefamihis^ailiei, he ftnt the me£- 
ftgeby the two durfs who aocpfiipanied SandovaL 
.The^MeiQcan inonaffoh returned np anfwer, except 
wdma^the aabaffulors immediately to quit the cl* 
ty* 33ie enemy uow increa&d every <iay the fury of 
thor attacks ; thdr ej^efficms were, *^ Tenitoz re de 
CaOjfiai Taiitoz axaca ?" which means, ** What 
Ays^hekiagofCaftillo? Wkjtt doeshe now?*' We 
ftill coiitimied advancing towards the heart of the ci- 
ty, and obferved that notwithftanding the rage v^dth 
jrhich they ai]^kd us ( for it fecmed as if they wifli- 
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ed to meet their deaths) tlierc was not fo ttradk 
movement imorig thera asr fbtmerljr^, not Ad thcyfo 
HnHAy employ themfelves In Opening the ditches* We 
aHp had caufefof reflfeftion <rfa lek pfeafent nature^ 
tvrhich wa6, that o^r poi^der was ahttoft deduced to- 
fidthing. At this moment, moft fortunately, artiwd 
at the port of tffia Rica a veffirf wkfc foidiers and 
ordnance ft wesr, one of am armamwit fitted out by the 
Mcentiate Luca^ Vafquei de Afflon, whfchhad becA 
deftroyed or cHfperfed near the iUimcfe ^Florida* 
Thtf rdirf and reinforcement weite Jmirtecfi«tdy ftwv 
warded to^ Gortc^ hj His Hetrtenant, Vhit^ Ik wai^ 
nowdeteithinedhf C6rteseariddl^the?^*«iy€tf paA 
for the great place or Taftclftled of ^fhe eky^r <»a»# 
count of the prindpsd temples and firong buildings 
being therein Each of ow defad^mei^f s tharefere ad-r 
Wanted for tfiie purpofe;. Cortes^ got poftA^ik <rf ^ 
Ihiall fquare at whieh were feme templw } iM tlf€^ 
temples were beams whereon Were place* ifte^ fa«a^ 
iE>f many of tmr fol<fie)rs ^ their^ hair a^ be&i^ ha4 
itmch grown. I couM not hapvebd&rrod l#hatf tli*t 
feenit ^thmyowft eyes in Aree ebys ^er, w*m 
our party had advanced near cnou^ to' get a view 6f 
them, after having filed two canate. I recdgttifedthc 
features of three of our friends, and the tears came 
into my eyes at the fight. In twelve Arys they Were 
all buried by us in that which is now named the 
Church of the Martyrs* 

the 
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TJi c^ yh tTwat of4^«raidbx:ra^tt<4 to nivfj^^ 
gHad^i&ap an ff^giggprnt of two howy forced thccoc^' 
ipy ^om tlpi^r banrk^utoi ia the ipxat fiiuaic The 
cavalry now rendered good fervicc in the opoa ^ic«^ 
and the enemy were driven before us into tlie tem- 
ple of tlid war |^ ^varado divided Jm £eNroe$ uu 
to ibrM badm, and wldk ke oootpied tjie atteadoii 
«^ (be eaei^y witk two, Ke oide^ tlw ti^4> com- 
j(»ittid«d;by.G«Kierre jie Badajez, u» drive thicm from, 
afidtadrc^poftflitoo^tik^gMatteQi^ Theeacmy, 
lieadesd by j^teir pfkfti » iwoipied the aidbratorics w 
£a&6bxaxiesfttf dMBk ida)8> and re{HiUed our troopt^driv* 
lag tfaera «bwn ^e ft^) («4;adi beizig obfervcd hif 
4inrado, lie then £Mit ua to fu^ort thern^ and on 
oitr amv^^kaviiiig aiptinded to the top, we complete^' 
]y diMyve the eaemy £K>m that poft } having done which 
w)e fet ftre to ^ images ^ their £dfe gods, and 
planted onrflnndaid on the fammit of the tcmj^ 
Tiw mevr of thb £gial ef vi<^ory njok^ Cortea, 
who would Jim have ,^ined us, but he hadit not in 
inspower. He waa then difiant a garter of a league, 
and bad tnany (pitches to .fill as he advanced. In font 
days;from this time^ both he and Sandoval had workp 
tA their way to w, and the commwncations to the 
thnee pofts were opened through the centre of the 
ikf oi Mexico. Thb attack upon the temple wa$ 
toJly porHous 4 the edifice was very lofty, and the ene- 
my numerous ; and they continued to cs^age us on 
the flat ground at the fummit, from the time that 
Vre had fct fire to the idok and their sdoratorics un- 
til 
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•tfi night. Tlie royal pahces were noW levelled ta the 
grotind, Guathnotzin and his troops having rctfrcd ti> 
a quarter of ihe dty more? diftant from the centre, and 
laiwarcfo thekke, 

- StiE they attacked u& in thc<lay, and at liight'pur^ 
fued us to our quarters, and thus tim& pdTed over^ 
► :and no prc^ofition was made concerning peace. Our 
chiefs then propofed a plan <rf laying a|Eib«fcades» 
l^irty cavalry and one liundred infantry d the 
ptidie of * 6tfr army, together with one, thoufand 
Tfefcalan$,*'We9re polled in €<HiceaIment in fome 
targe houfefe whidi had belonged to a noUeman of 
the- city. This was done during^ the nigHu Cortes, 
with the reft of his troops,- in the morniiig wefittctat- 
tirka^poft at a bridge, ifi^hicl^ Cuatimotsiai kador'* 
dered to be-fupported by a large force. Cortes after 
his firft attadc retreated, drawing the enemy after 
him, by the buildings where the treqps were placed 
in concealment. At the proper moment he ' fired 
two, ihots clefe together as a fignal to us ;.we fdilied 
out, and the enemy being enclofed* between us, our 
allies, and the party of Gcnrtes, which faced about, a 
dreadful havoc was made of them, and from that 
time they no more annoyed us in our retread. Ano- 
ther trap was alfo laid for them by Alvarado, but 
riot with the fame fiiccefs : I was not prefent at it, be- 
ing ordered b^ Cmtes to do duty for that time 
with his party. 

From 



• T^Vdiftoilr quarters we hid to imtfdfc' aMWre half t 
lea^cto^iheet the efiteiy ; wt tio^ «K«r«iDre'qaiH«4 
that pdft •idti>5thei',- '«««ol^-Waifelyto%i the #bi« 
Square of 'Tiiltdffletf.-JHftr^ We ww-fer dwte dwf 
without ading any tliirig worth mentiorang : wc aUi 
abft^hea ffbm deftreyirig any niorc of the dty, in tie 
hopes- of peace. " —■ » •• »,' 

• Cortes k this time feht to Guatiiftotrfn, reqtidftil J 
Hm to forrendcr, u«der the ftrongteft afftiftmccs of 
eitjojrihg the plenitude of power arid hemours. He 
ateotrvpariicd this emBs^ ^h as handfomc a prdfent 
aS his fituatioVpentnttcd, of proyifftyns, bread, fb^ls, 
fruit, and game. Guatimdtzini as iewas advifed to 
do by thofe whom he confulted, diffimulatcd, arid 
feemed indmed to a paciffcation. He fent four of hli 
pftncipaf ncMlity, with a flromife to come to an inter^ 
view iikxK Cortes in three days.' But this was all 
feigiied; he employed the time in fortifying his quar- 
to: of the town, and' making preparations to attack 
us. He' aMb enideavourcd to amufeiis by a fecond 
emlkSfy^ bit we w^re now advifed of his fchemcs. 
hi faft; from what he was told by thofe about him, 
and frbttl the example of his Mnde Motif efeuma, he 
was afraid to truft hfmfelf in our hands. But the 
ma& was fbon thrown otf j we Were attacked by great 
bodies of the enemy, with fuch violence that it ap- 
peared as if all was beginning anew. Having been 
rather taken by furpnTe, they did us at firftfome mif- 
chief, killed one foldier, and two horfcs ; but in the 

end 
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end ^UtA t)im»backwjitk¥frf l»«tl^'to 
j::k)rtes<ir4ci«d his tf«K3{^ 

pwrt of tiiAtity where tlie n^iMto^ #f ^oattxxuyqBiit 
vfcre $ tocxHodkgif ve )>«gw iMPPn o^ 
•nd gained gmmd u i»e lad betoe^lme (dfij^K^^re^ 
Vlien the Idngfierc9ti^4t}ii6, he4ip6red w bterviiaar 
iKdth Cortes, on the fide of a large ca^^l mhii^ v^ 
to feparate them. To this Cortes readily afiented^ 
md k wtsto^dfls pboe o^ the ^nlaAag mwcws^ 
Cort^ attended, but Guatlonotisin never af^poawd $ 
inlftead of wbidi he £mt fcv^cdi of his pcluci]^ noe 
t41|ty> who iaid that the king did not tjlunk {^p^ 
to come, £rom an a^prehcnfion that we roigbt £boofc 
him during t^ parley* Cortes then i»^gs^d by the 
inoft &kmn oaths not to do him any ixyjury n^tr 
^ver, \m it nhts of no effi^ A u^&£^\tm$ &rce wan 
played he»e : tmo of th^ j^c^Hlity, who attended o^ 
the part of 6iial»mot;^i]^ toc^ (nH: of a Ms^ b]:e94> » 
fowl, and cherries, which thqr hsgMi to .c»t^ in ord«r 
to lmpre& the Spaniards with an idea that they wer^Q 
pot in want. Cortesi, ieeiag the .manner in which b$ 
was treated, fent hnk an hollUe meflage^ and r#timlt 
iiter thw we were left nnmolefted fpr the fpace of 
four or five days. During this time numtors irf 
wretched Indians, reduced by ^mine, furroiunded pur 
garters every night. . C(Mtes pitied their mM^crable 
fituation, and hoinng that it might indu<;cf thf QDiWiy 
%o come into terms of accommodation, ordered the 
ceflation of hoftilities to be ftridly adhered to j but no 
overtuce of the ^nd was made. 

There 
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^Aeve yms fai die mki)' of Goms a (Udicr witf 
teis&d el bftvii% ftRhwd ui Italf, na «( the graMf 
teet^s ^ji4ttcfa he had ftm diMc lb hukwwSo' 
ttb, and he ^na a ntfHe of 8e«IBe. 1^ |nea tn* 
etemagy taBtia^ of the i wmiif >I iiiMtor y awAiaet 
#Mc)iL he hnew the art of oon flU Bft u iy, and how^ he 
C6idd ttnfce a fiooe engine wUch ihd«kl hi C«K> day* 
deftrof tbtt tvhok qfaartor of the dtf wh€r* Giiad'> 
mmmtk kaui itaaaed. He tdd Gortt* fe aaamyiM 
^1^^ tfafe km^ that htfpcrfnadedhiai bco a irUI 
«f hia expaeieaents, Sne, ftone and tiaiber bring 
tardtt^, according ta hk 6e&te* The carpeoter^ 
^vtfe aUb iet to w<tf k, ^o flroi^ oUes ware nnde« 
«id ftoaes the fize of a bitflid were pfepuvd. Tha 
BiAcilnery \ras now affl ready, fbe ftMle iHddi was 
to he gea«dwaapirtinIt»tikoe, aiidthet*hole^ 
paratus -was pbyed off * agsdnft Ae qoarters (rfOvad- 
ttotssfat. Bttt behdi! inftcad o£ taloAg diat direc<. 
^on, dm ftoneflbw Qpirertia% into Ae air, Md f«> 
horned exadiy- itttethe ^ace £mn whence k had 
ftttn hninched. GOrtes was cnnged and sdtomed : 
he reptoaAfld dteJ^fier, and or<fer«dthe onadunery 
to he taken down $ hotfli&k eontinuedthe jekeof 
tiiearmy. 

Clottes now garte orders taSandoval to^ go wiA the 
flotflh 's^ainft that part or nedk of 1^ city whhher 
Ouatimot^ had'ret&red, cautioning Ua tt the fame 
time not to UH or iiijureany Meadcaa, ualds he was 

attacked* 
* From the platform of a tlicatre. 



Im^y iiccefl^ fgr hi§ owjjid^j^ ;.but tq kyel all thq 
iKJufes, and tbc.«p|my:?4V%i«sd ^AfW.-.wlvi^h.the eae-t 
my h^ ^1^ m thff 1^. . ;CQirte^ afceiuJed then ipto 
the great tmn^e,Avith feye^al of h^s pffic^ and Join 
diers, to plrferve,t:l^.inQyeii>gm$ of jh^j flcgt^ Wli^a 
&mdoval itppi^aphe^ th^ qiijurt:ier$ of GuatimQtziii^ 
that pryice, wtp had great, apprehenfto^..pf..t)eittg 
joade prtfoi^er^ availed Ijppfelf of the pieparatiaa* 
which ha Ivui made fpr U^ieifapey.an^j^q^kavg 
hioifclf. Jus, family, his courtiers and officers, yntjtk 
tl^eir. mofl valuable efFeds, on^ l^oard fifty J^rgc j^rar 
gUaS) the whplc body fet off for the main land,; as di4 
all his nobility, and c]aiefs in y^kms diredtip^g,^ S^ji. 
dDva}» whp \((a$ at this tiine occupied iA-m^l^inglus 
way by tearipig^i^wn thehoijif^ received, impiedij^t^ 
Jiotice of thefl^t of Guati^tainw He inftantly &% 
out in the puarfuit, ^via^yg^fl^ift prdcrs that no^njury 
W: infult flxpukj be offerc^, hut t^at.each;^%)uld kcq> 
a fteady .eye upo^ thf royal veflfel^ and dc^hig utoipf^ 
to get polTeffion pf it. . IJe partyjul^rly idirec^d^ hoiy- 
ever, G^ci Hqlguin, hjS;intiii|ate friend, and, captaiit 
of thgi q^uckjdt jSiiler of thp ftsetf. ,to makc^ for thfit p^t 
of the fliore whither Guatimotzin was moft.1i^(r]y tq 
go. Accordingly this officer followed his inflxuc- 
tionSja^d fall^ in with lAe,veffek,..frojg\^.^^^ 
ticulars in.ijts ^g^ayancCy .ftr4iaure and. 3twning^ he 
afccrtained that ; which the'ldng was on boa^d ofc 
He mttde.figns .to ther pegple in itJto briijg to,, but 
.without, effeft j he then ordered his crofs-bow-men 
: . ' and 
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and maSJBitmn to prdiimt, upos ip)wh G«8tuMitn« 
aSkd out to tliom not to &Qot» aad, ftf^rcNcluBg die 
vtffid, acknowledged him&i£ for wbat he vis, dedbrt 
kig hb imdinefr to firiiink, and go with them to tl)^ 
gnend^ but rcquefting that his quepi, his Aiklfa 
jnd attendants fliOBld be fiiffend to remain unmo- 
kflsd* Ho^oin receiTed hkn with the greateft le* 
%cd, together ^mth his queeni and twenty of his no- 
biitljr. He leated them on the poop of his fhtp, and 
pcovi4Bd refreflimcnts hr them^ commandBng that 
the piraguas wiiich eirried the king's efifis ihonld 
fidkvw untouched. 

fiandoval A this moment mside a fignalfiir theflotii. 
h to dofe up to Mm, and percdhred that Ouatimot* 
1^ ^Fas primer to Holguin, who was taldng hkn to 
Cortes. upcMi this he ordered his sowers to exert 
thek uUnofl: to iMnng him up to Hdguin's yeflcl^ 
ind having arrived by the fide of k, he demanded 
Gmatiaiotzin to be delivered to hipi, ^ general of 
the whde force; but Hdguin tcfu&d^ afledj^ng 
that lie had no daim whatev^sr. A vcflU^ which 
went to cany the intdligence of the great event, 
bcou^xt alio ta Cortes who was tiien pn the fum« 
Bakof the great temple in' tlvs Taltduico, very near 
thtpaft^f die lake wfaere^uatimot;»n was captured, 
M account of the cfiipute between hi« officers. Cor« 
tes inftantly difpatchrd captain Luis hlarin and 
Cranpfix) de Lugo^ to brii^ the whole party togC'- 
thcr to his ipaarters^ and thus to &Kdp all litigation ; 

VOL* n. R bvt 
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but he enjoined them not to omit treating Guatf* 
motzin and his queen with the greateft refpeft;* 
During the interval, he employed lumfelf in arrang- 
ing a fis^e, s^ well as he could, with cloths and man^ 
tk& He 2Mb prq>ared a table with refrefliments> 
to receive his priibners. As foon as they appeared, 
he went forward to meet them, and embracing Guad- 
motzin, treated him and all his attendants with every 
mark of refped. The unfortunate mcnoarch, with 
tears in his eyes, and finking under affli^on^ theo 
adddrefledhim in the fcdlawing words t ^' Malintztn! 
I have done that which was my duty in the defence 
of my Hngdom and people ; my efforts have failed, 
and being now brought by force a prifoner in your 
hsmds, draw that poniard from your fide and ftab me 
to the heart/* Cortes embraced and ufed every ex* 
preifion to comfort him, by affurances that he held him 
in high efHmation for the valour and firmneis he had 
ihewn, and that he had required a fubsniflion from 
him and the people at the tim<; that they could no 
longer reafonably hope for fuccefs, in order to prevent 
further deftruftion j but that was all paft, and no 
Inore to be thought^ of ; he fhould continue to reign 
over the people, as he bad done before. Cortes then 
inquired after his queen, to which Guatimotzin repli* 
cd, that in confequQnce of the compliance of Sandova} 
with his requeft, £he and her women remained in the 
piraguas, until Cortes fhould decide as to their fete* 
The general then caufed them to be fent for, and 
treated them in the beft manner his fituation afford* 

cd. 
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tA. The evening was drawing on, and it appeared 
likely to rain ; he therefore fent the whole royal fiunily 
to Cuyoacan, under the care of SandovaL The reft 
ef the troops then returned to their fonaer quarters $ 
we to ours of Tacuba, and Corte^ procoeding to 
Cuyoacan, took the command there, fending Sando» 
vai to refume his ftation at Tepeaquilla. Thus was 
tlie fiege of Mexico brought to a condulion by the 
capture of Guatimotzin and his chiefs, on the thir* 
teenth of Auguft, at the hour of vefpers, being tJ 
day of 15t* Hyppolitus, in the year of gur I^ 
thoufand five hundred and twenty-one. 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, and our lady the floly Vir^ 
Mary, his blefled mother. Amen ! 

In the night after Guatimotzin was made prifoner^ 
there was the grcateft tempeft of rain, thunder, and 
lightning, e^cially about midnight, that ever was 
known; but all the foldiers were as deaf as if they 
had been for an hour in a fteq)le, with the bells ring- 
ing about their ears. This was owing to the con- 
tinual noife of the enemy for ninety-three days ; 
Ibme preparing their troops and brij;iging them on, 
ihouting, calling and whifiling^ as fignals to attack 
us on the caufeway j others in the canoes coming to 
attadc our veflels ; fome again at work upon their 
palifadoes, or opeiling the ditches and water cuts, and 
making ftone parapets, or preparing their magazine^ 
of darts and arms, and the women fupplying the 
dingers with their ammujution. Then, from the 

templea 
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temples and adoraterks ot thdr accurfed idtils, tMm 
tiihbafa and fabrfas, ahd the mournfiil found of tbdt 
gceax drUm, and othti difmal noifct, were inceflailtly 
aflaiUiig our ears^ fo that dly or night we covM hard* 
fy hear each other ^pcak. But the& dins iimnediate- 
ly ceaCed bfa the capfufe o£ Ouatiihot^ny for which 
reafon^ as I have ot^^fed, we fidt Wki fo many n»m 
. juft ttcsapcd from a fitef^ where aU the b^ Wens 
ringing about dur eai^ 

^^l^m^motzm ^li^ of a hdble ttj^^ante^ b^h i^ 

^hhHan i«q^ countenance ; his ft^L^t^ wt^re rathes^ 

^WFge, and cheerfti!, with lively eyes, feds 4ge "MS 

about twenty-three 6r Ibter yeirs, «<i Ins cb&)pl£^€»l 

very fair for an Indian. His queen, the niece of Mon- 

tezuiha, was yt)ung, and very handfbme* 

th regard to thfc difjAitS bet^feh Sahdoval aiid 
Holguih, Cortes rfetatfed t6 them th6 eircumftance 
from the Roman hiftory, of the capture of jugurtha, 
arid the dif^ute 6f Marius iird Sytta, about whixA of 
tilcrn ihd'utd haVe the hbubill* of ft, and that this di£ 
^ute was produflfive ttf tobft fatal dVil wars j but find 
that he would lay t*he whole aSaif before his Majefty, 
by whofe arbitration it flibttld ht dfecrded which of 
the two ihouid hax^e the aftion enibia2:oned in his 
arms. thTwo yfeaft ?roni this time the EmpeMt*s 
orders upon this fobjeft arrived ; di^y Wer6 to this 
purpofe ; that Cor Ics fhoulci beat ih his arms the feven 

kings. 
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kitigs, ]re))r«ft&ting Ii(>ntczolnl^ Outidiotsih, and 

the princes of Tezcuco, Iztapalapa, Cuyoacan^ Tkcnfai 
and Mataldingo. 

What I am going to mention ift truths and I fweac 
and £iy Amen to it. I liave read of the deftrudicm 
of Jeru£dem9 ^^ Icanmot concave that the mortality 
there tsCcxdcd this of Mexico ^ for all the people 
from the diftant pfovinces which belonged to this 
^npire had conctntrited themiehres here^ where 
they mo^y cfied The ftreets, the Bfott&f the 
homfiss and the courts c^ the Tdtdnlco, were cover- 
ed with diad bodies^ we coiild not fiep without 
treading oki them ; the lake and canals were filled 
with them^ and the fiehch wad intolerabfe. For this 
reafon our ti^o^ iiBimediatdy after the capt\ire of 
the royal fatnily retired to their quarters. Cortes 
Ida^Bslf i^as for fotne time iH from the eSc£k cf k» 

The vd&b were new th<; b^ fituation, thofe on 
board carrying 4iway all the plwider, for they had ac- 
ce& to houfbs iil the wat^ which w^re not in our 
reach. They alfo found what the Ate^cans had con- 
cealed in the reeds, and on the borders c^ the kke, 
and intercepted that which was carried out of our 
reach by water. We on land gained nothing but 
honour and wounds. The weakh our navy got was 
much more than we could guefs at ; Guatimotzia 
and all his chiefs declaring, when inquiry was made 

as 
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as to the pubUc treafure, that it had moflly fallen into 
their hands. 



To return to the ftate of Mexico. Guatimotzin 
now requefted of Cortes that permiflion fliould be 
given to dear the dty entirely of th? inhabitants, in 
order to purify it and reftore its lalubrity. Accord- 
ingly they were ordered to remove to the neighbour- 
ing towns, and for three days and three nights all the 
caufeways were full, from one end to the other, of 
men, women and children, fo weak and fiddy, fqualid 
and dirty, and peftilential, that it was mifery to be- 
hold them. When all thofe who were able had quit- 
ted the dty, we went to examine the ftate of it, 
which was as I have defcribed. The ftreets, courts 
and houfes were covered with dead bodies, and fbme 
miferable wretches were creeping about, in the diflPer- 
ent ftages of the moft oflfenfive diforders, the confe- 
quence^ of famine and improper food. The ground 
was all broken up to get at the roots of fuch vegeta- 
tion as it aflForded, aiid th§; very trees were flxipped 
of their bark ! There was no frefli water in the towi\. 
During all their diftre&, however, though their con-i 
ftant pradice was to feaft on fuch as they took prifo-i 
ners, no inftance occurred of their having preyed on 
each other; and certsdnly never exifted fince the 
creation a people which fuffered fo much from htm- 
ger, thirft, and warfare. 

After 
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After having returned thanks to God, Cortes de- 
termined to celebrate his fucceis by a £e&ival in Cuy« 
oacan. A veflidi had arrived at Villa Rica with a car- 
go of wine, and hogs had been provided from the 
ifland of Cnba« To this entertainment he invited all 
the officers of his army, and alfo the foldiers of eftima- 
tion, and all things being prepared, cm the day ap« 
pointed we waited on our general. When we came 
to £t down to dinner there were not tables for one half 
of us ; this brought on great confufion among the 
company, and indeed for many reafons it would have 
been much better let alone. The plant of Noah 
was the caufe of many fooleries and worfe things : it 
made fome leap over the tables who afterwards could 
not go out at the doors, and many rolled down the 
fteps. The private foldiers fwore they would buy 
horfes with golden hamels j the crofe-bow-men would 
ufe none but golden arrows. All were to have their 
fortunes made. When the tables were taken away 
the foldiers danced in their armour, with the ladies, 
as many of them as there were, but the difproportion 
in number was very gf eat. This fcene was truly ri- 
diculous, i will not mention the names, fuffice it to 
fay, a fair field was opened for fatire. Fra. de Olme- 
do thought what he obferved at the feafk, and in the 
dances, too fcandalous, and complained to Sandoval ; 
and the latter dire(9Jy told Cortes how the reverend 
father was fcolding and gnmibling. Cortes, difcrect 
in all his a£Hons, then came to him, and, affefting to 
diiapprove the whole, requefted that he would order 
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t ibiemn m^Gi andtlnuiidgiviiig, ane^ pieidi a &rmon 
to the foidiers on the moral and xdfigpons dnties* 
'Ftsi. Barthnlome was lu^dy pfea&d at tfais^ thinking 
k had originated fponta&eoofly from Cortes, and not 
knowing that the hint had been given him by 8aado* 
YaL Accordingly the crucifi;Kes and the ioiage ot 
o^r Lady were borne in iblemii proceflk>n, ivith 
drums and ftandards ; the litany was fung during 
the ceremony, Fra. Barthdome peached and adnu^ 
niftered the ^crament^ and ve returned thanks ta 
GcKi for our viAory. 

Cortes now took leave of his affies, the Thfcrfan 
chiefs, and alfo of Suchd, othcrwife Don Carlos, a 
Tery brave man, as was another, a captain of Ibmc 
dty near the lake, the name of which I foi^t ; but 
he did wonders. Many others who had rendered us 
moft important fervices departed at the feme time* 
Cortes difmiflTed them all to their homes with many 
embraces, thanks and compliments, promifingthat he 
would foon make them rich, and great lords, and 
give them lands and vaffals, fo that they took thdr 
departure in high ^irits. They had however fecurcd 
fomething more fubftantid than {)romifes, for thcjr 
were well loaden with the plunder of Mexico ; nor 
were they behind the enemy ki their cannibal feafts, 
carrying with them portions preferved, to fuppJy 
their friends on their return home. 

- '■ ' ' ' .iiow 
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Host th^ lam tn&.tii€(b6iriottaGovAAtt» throag^ 
windkyjpidi&dhQ God^ he was pfeafiuito condnft mc 
Me^I have taaiefitioti a <xrt^ pat^iiulanty tdaiiTK 
to myfel£^d&d it bthi): Wheal iaar tilt (acrifice 6f 
ourievcnty^^o countrymen^ and t^eir hearts taken 
oat aond offered to the '^tbr god of the Mexicans, I 
had a fenfiition<)f fcax. Some may confider this as 
Waa« of firm<ie& ; but if they weigh kdpljr, they wil 
find t&al; it was in truth the refoit of tgo much cots- 
rage, which caufed me to run into eztROie and «m^ 
common dangers ; for in that day I confidered my- 
ME a tcihlt valiaat fiMd*, and was ib efteemed by 
at&^ and was ufid to do that which was attempted by 
the boldefl, and I was always under the eye of my 
captain. As I have before obferved, when I faw my 
companions facrificed, their hearts taken out palpitat- 
ing, and their legs and atms cut off and eaten, I fear- 
ed it might one day or other be my own lot, for they 
had me in thdr hands twice, but it was God's will 
that I ihould efcape ; but I remembered and thought 
on what I had &en, and from this time I feared that 
cruel death ; and this I mention, becaufe before I 
went into battle I felt a great depreffion and uneafi- 
nds about my heart, and then, recommending myfelf 
to God and his bleffed mother our Lady, the inftant 
I was engaged with the enemy it left me. Still I am 
furprifed that it came upon me when I fhould have 
felt more valiant than ever, on account of the many 
battles in which I had been engaged. But I declare 
I never knew what fear was, until I faw the maffacre 

Vol. II. S of 
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of die ftvdftyut^wix iokfiers*- ^Ldt 'l^ofe cavdiers who 
hard been in delperate batdoi-aad mortal :datigerf 
now deddewhat was thecaufe of my fears/ I iky 
that it wsus excefs of courage j and for this reaibn; 
that I knew the greatneis of the danger into whidi I 
was deterinined to go, and knowingly and vduintari** 
If ehcottiitered k. JKSany engagements ; are r^ated 
Inmy hiil^ty befi^cs thofe I was at j but if ;my> body 
wereof iron, I could nol have bf^n at all ; ^^ I was 
joauch oftencr: wounded than ^Yholc. . 

. , I muft obfervc, that Ae Meaucans did not kill ou? 
ioldiers, but wounded and carried them o^ to iacri^ 
fice alive to thdr gods. 
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CHAPTER I. 



TranfaSlions and Occurrences in New Spain fubfequenf to 
the Conqueji. 

AFT E R the conqueft, as foon as Cortes had lei- 
Aire to turn his mind to obje£b of police and 
internal regulation, he directed that the aqueduds 
ihould be reflored, and the dty cleared of the dead, 
fo that within two months it might be inhabited as 
before* The palaces and houfes he ordered to be re- 
paired, and pointed out that part which was to be in- 
habited by the natives, and that which w^ to be rc^ 
ferved for the Spaniards. 

Guatimotzin now appfied, in the name of many of 
his principal nobility, to Cortes, requefting that he 
would order fuch of their women of rank as had been 
taken by our foldiers, to be delivered to their huf^ 
bands and fathers. The general found fome difficuU 
ty in this, but agreed to permit them to make fearch, 
and fuch as wifhed to return, he affured them that 
he would caufe to be given up. They fearched 
through every houfe, and though the women hid 

themfelves,^ 
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tfeemfdves, ttey found many, Imt very few were in^ 
dined to return ; they declared that they dctefted the 
idolatry of their couatryon^n j and, in acWtion^ diey 
were many of them pregnant ; fo that of the whole 
pumber three only went back to their families. 

One of the firft public works undertaken was an 
arfenal in the city, fo iituated as to include our flo- 
tilla. Alvarado was, to the beft of my knowledge, ap^ 
pointed alcalde, until the arrival of Salazar de la Pe- 
drada. AH the gold, filver, and jewels, which were 
now colle£ted.in Me:dco, amounted to the padtry fum 
of three hundred and eighty thoufmd crowns. It 
was reported that Guatimotzin had thrown great 
quantities iato the lake four days before the furrender 
of the town, andft was wdU known that a confidera^ 
ble fhare had Mktn to our ajyUies, and to thofe who 
ferwd on board the fleet. Cortes W2S not forry to 
think Guatinmtsdn had it conceakd, in hopds of ol^ 
talning it all for himfelf. It was then propdfed to 
put both Guatimotzin and his confidential friend the 
prince of Tacuha to the tortiM:^, to extort confeffion 
frbm them ; this was certainly very ccmtraly to tht 
indim^on and (fitpofltion of Cortes, who ccmld not 
approve of ftrch an aft of cruelty being copimitted on 
a perfon fo difiiaguifiied as Guatimotzin ; one who 
was abfolute monardb of a country three times larger 
thaHi CafHlle. Bi anfwer to all inquiries the king's 
officers protefted that there was no more than what 
had beoi produced^ whkh when melted and run into 

bars 
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i»urs Sd not exceed three hundred aod '^bty thou* 
iand crowns. From this ^e fifth for the Emperor 
and another for Cortes were dedu^ed^ whM remaij^ 
ed did not at aU iatisfy^thofe of the conquerors of 
Mexico who were not before friends to Gortes. Thcj 
fuggelled to the treafurer Alderete that the general 
dbje£ted to Guatimotzin being tortured, in order to 
get the gdd himielf . Cortes was therefore obliged to 
leave the unfc^rtunate king at their dii^^oialy as well 
as the lord of Tacuba. What this inhuman procefi 
csstorted from them was, a con&ikm that they had, 
four days previous to the furrender, Arown treafiire 
into the lake, and alfo the.mufi^s, bows, and other 
arms, taken from us in our flight, and in the laft de- 
feat of Cortes. The place which Guatimotzin point- 
ed (nit was lurched by the beftfwinmiers, to no effi^ 
whatever. In a deep pond at his palace was found a 
fun of folid gold, fimilar to that vdach Montezuma 
had ^ven us, with many ornaments of finall value, 
the private property of Guatimotzin. On the tor- 
ture the prince of Tacuba declared that he had g(AA 
at fon^ large hou&s he poflefled four leagues from 
the town of Tatoiba, and that^ if there, he would 
pcnnt out to Us whore it was buried. Alvarado aod 
fix foldiers, whereof I was one, accompanied him 
thi&er ; when we arrived he declared he had iaid £o 
in hopes of dying on the road, for that he had no 
treafure whatever ; ^ we remained without, aay 
more gold to mdt* The foft is, that the treafury 
was diminiihed to a mer^: trifle before it came in^ 

to 
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to Guatimotiii^^s' hands ; and I and many others 
who few it at firft knew it appeared to be then worth 
twice what it ^as when brought out to have his Ma- 
jefly's fliarc deduced. I obferved many articks iof 
remarkaUe and curious workmanihip miffing at that 
time ; they were taken for the public fervicc. 

# ' ' ' " ■ 

I and feveral good divers fcarched that part of the 
lakp which had been pointed out by Guatimotzin, 
and we found fome pieces of gold of little value, 
which were immediately claimed by Cortes and Al- 
derete. They alfo fent down perfons, and were 
themfelves prefent, but all they obtained amounted 
to lels than the value of ninety crowns. Ttiis made 
us very penfive and graw, when we foundi what 
mere trifles our ihares, as they were called, came to» 
For this reafon Fra. Bartholome, and other cavaliers 
and captains, reprefented to Cortes that it would be 
beft to divide that which fdl tb the lot of the whole 
army, among the wounded, the halt, the blind, the 
deaf, the fcorched, and the fick ; and that thofe who 
had efcaped found would renounce their ckdms. 
This they faid upon an expectation that it might 
draw out fome of the treafure which they lufpediecl 
was concealed. Cortes replied that he would inquire, 
and reftify all. Our captains and foldiers were then 
curious to know what the fliares came to for each 
man* On cafting it up, it appeared that to each 
horfeman there came one hundred crowns, and to 
each infantry foldier I forget how much, but no one 

would 
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would accept it. Tins did not qfoiet the (bldiers i 
they murmured loudly; and accuied the tretfiirer. 
He to exculpate Idmfdf laid that they ihould Uame 
Cortes, who liad^taken out a iecond fifth for himfelf, 
and alfo a diedu^on for lofs of horfet, and had re- 
tained &oin the common .fiock many peces of 
wrought ^oid to fend to his Blajefty. The foldiers of 
Narvaez, who* never liked Cortes thoroughly, would 
not take thdr paltry ihares : and as Cortes now lodg* 
ed at Cuyoacan, in large buildings with white walls, 
very well adapted for fcribbling on, there appeared 
every momiiig libds againft him in prdfe or verfe. 
T^ idea of one of them was, that as the planets 
fometimes 'went a little out of their couric, but by 
the order of nature fpeedily reverted to it again, fo 
it was widi Cortes and his ambition. Another laid 
we were more conquered by Cortes, than Mexico by 
us, and tlut we were not the viftors of New Spain, 
but the vanquifhed of Cortes. Some £dd that he 
had taken his fifth as general, and a fixond as king ; 
and others again that Velaiquez had incurred all the 
expenfe, and Coi^tes reaped aU the profit I recolleft 
the words of one only': diey were, 

^VQue trifte efta d alma mea, 
*' Hafta que la parte vca !•" 

Many were written in fucfa a ftyle as is not fit for 
me to "relate, and fome had a turn and witty point 
in them which I am not able to g^ve. Cortes was a 

poetj 

^ How anxious I am for a partition of plondor j 
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poet, and prided la^nidf ob%iving anfweisin th^ way 
to fuch ctJn^nieiitarf aiddrefifei as he rcceired; he al# 
fo uiSsd to r^Iy. in pc^nted epi^gnins to ijieie paiqui*t 
BadeSy wfakh grew every day more indeoenta Onk 
day,* <>bfef^ng the waDs covered with them, he 
wrotei ** A wiiite wall is paper for focrfs*^* Next 
ftionung wai I found added; ^^ stnd for truths.'^ At 
length Fira. Bartholome told Cortes Jiie.vthing waft 
gc^gtoofsr^alvd^adviied ham to ftop it, which hr 
did by threau of fevere puniiMient. 

Affioogthe- jTotdiers of oiir army refj Imuvy di^ 
were-contra&ed; a, cro&iiow was ibid for fifty 
crowns, a nmiket coft one himdred,! n hodfe eight 
jmndred, 6nc thou£uid, and even mofei^ and every 
thing elfe ^as ia prq)ortiOiL Thenr 0W fnrgeoni ' 
fid^efire Jnan, chared high^ as did a dodor Murcia^ 
who Was an apothecary and barber« Therfe. ^ere bo 
fides vaiioos ^odier money traps, all which were t6 
be iatisfied out of our dividends. This x^^ired 
jbme regulation i Oortes accordingly a$|K>iated Saac- 
ta Clara, a vidry honourable perfon, and one JLerenaf 
to appreciate each dsdm,; which was 10 be paid aocord- 
ing to their award within two years. The value of 
the gold was' alfo altered by increafing the alloy ; 
this was intended to ferve us in bur dealing with the 
merdiante frcOTb Eftropfe. or KSuba; b^t it had aoon- 
trary dBFca^ iatheyiwiere-pr^iMred, and adde^^twicc as 
.much.lo jdie priqs; of tOhidr goods. The .aU^y was 
xo^per, called here Tepuzque } for which reafon wc 

; . ^ call 
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(■*">''•■ '• • ' ....... 

call any. one of an. inferior degree to anothjcr of the 
J&mc joamc^^Don Juan, or Don Alpnzo Tcpuzque, or 
the copper Don Juan, &c. The abufes rcfulting from 
jthis bdng made known to his, Majefty, he was pleaf- 
ed to forbid the currency of this bafe metal, order- 
ing it to be taken in duties until it was all drawn 
over to CafHllci and that no more. of it fliould be 
piade. At this time two goldfiniths were hanged 
here for running bafe metal with the legal mark. 



I have digrefled for fome time pafi, and will now 
return to the thread of my narrative. Cortes, as 
the bcft way to get rid of troubleJfome companions 
and demands, determined now to fend out colonies, 
and make fettlements at convenient fituations. For 
this purpofe l^andoval was ordered to Tuftepeque, and 
Guacacualco. Juan Velafqucz was to go to Colima, 
one Villa Fucrte to Zacatula, thriftoval de Oli to 
Mechoacan, (He was at this time married to a Por- 
tugueze lady named Donna Phillipa de Aranja) and 
Francifco de Orozca to Guaxadu 

^ At tlus tinicthe chiefs of the diftant provinces could 
not bring thcnifelyes to believe that Mexico was de- 
iboyed : they therefore fent deputations to ifcertain 
the trutji, and alfo to offer themfclves as vaflals to 
jbis Majeliy the emii^fbr. All made great prefents 
of gold to Cortes, ancl many came in perfon, arid 
brought thar children to fee the ftate of that power 

onte 
Vol* tt t 
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once 



fo feared by thern, and ufe'd. tb'^ 
(elves as we fay, "T&ere Troy tbwn'ltoo^,'*'^'" ^ " '| ' 






. Curious readers Svxll He delirous tq 'tyxbW;1i8W *tt 
happened, that the .conqueroi:s oF iVT^xico J ^ 
gone through fuch dangers "tp^ 'oBtam pprfeiEon ot 
t^at city, fliould now quit it to Tekrcji l^qr iiewTeV- 
tldtnents. To this I reply, ^that thel^ooks which 'cdi^- 
tained the accounts of Montezuma^ revenues'^ were 
examined to find from whence the^old, and pother 
valuable articles <if tribute,, 'fuch as cat:ao,/aiia cot- 
toa manufaftiires, were lent ; and it 'was to th£te pro- 
ducfcive diftrifts that we wilhed to go. Eip'pci^y, 
we were led by the jexample oFSahdoVal, wl^b, being 
known to be the particular friend .oF Cor tes,*it was 
not, to be fuppoled would go upon in u^ijprblfitaBle 
enterprife. We alfo, faw diat^tlie vicinity ' of the ci^y 
of Mexico had neither mines,. plantations, hbr niariu- 
faftures, but was .entirely occupied by ^the cultiva- 
tion of maize and of maguey. T*his ^e IhoiigKt 
did not aflford us profpecls fiifficiently advantageous, 
-and we went to other, places,, where we were fadly 
difappointed. I wadted upon 'Cortes to req^ per- 
miiSion to attend Sandqval. ^' Brother^, piaz del 
Caftillo,** faid the general to me," by ^7 /conTciencc 
you will find.yourfelf miftaken ; yoiL had^tter ftay 
with me ; but if you are deterinined ^n' gcapg with 
your friend Sandoval, go, in GodVname j twiU always 
do my utmoft to take care of you, but 1 tell y6u tKat 
you will repent of it/' A§ the gold remainjeid with the 

Emperor^s 
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Eniperor's ojEcers., the flaves having been purchafed 
by the foldiers according to their valuation at a pub- 
lie fa^e. Ifhe detacjiments were fent out to colonize 
th^torovii^ces at different periods, -fbr two months af- 
ter tne capture of Me^co. However, I will not any 
farthe;- p^icuLirize them, to trefpafs unneceflarily on 
my r^^ers' time. '' 

At this tfme arrived at the port of Villa Rica Chrif- 

tpyal de Tapia, veedor of the ifland of St. Domingoi 

^th a commiffion to take upon him the government 

of New Spain, by order of his Majefty, and under the 

d^re£tipn o( the bifliop of Burgos. He brought with 

him letters from the iaid biftiop of Burgos to Cortes 

and inany^ others of his army, recommending him to 

'be Jionoured by us as governor of New Spain, and 

befid^s thgfe which were clolbd and fealed, he had al- 

fb with him letters filled up, and which he wa3 au- 

thorifed to addjrefs as l?.e faw occafion for his own in^. 

jtereft. Oreat promifes were held out to fuch aa 

would come over to tjhe new governor, and violent 

thjC^^s Qf.puiufliment to thofe who made any oppo- 

fitiQu to him. Tapia firft prefenied his commiffion 

tP'Alyaradq, thm commandant in YiUa Rica. Alvji- 

rado received it with tlie highcQ; rcfpqft, .^nd faid that 

as h(? was ;not.ablfe of hii»f;lf to decjdpXny thing, it 

would be neceffary to aflemble the alcaldes* and regi- 

. 4cti;s jrf^tl^e town, tp hjve the cpmmiflion verified be- 

.fj^TS^th^m^ wd alfp to prove the manner in which^it 

. had bcieii 'tranfraitted, that they flight kpiow for ^ a 

' ' - ' " '-- ^-- '^"' ■ * certainty 
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certainty that it came in a proper form from his M»- 
jefly^s hand. Thifr dici not cxiftly Agree with the vicw^ 
of Tapia. Being a^hrifed tb proceed to Mexico and prcb^ 
duce his commiflion to Cortes hUnfelf, he forwardcdf 
the letter of the bifhop, and alfo wrote to Cortes up- 
Ohthefubjed of his nuffiim. The ftyk of the letters 
was finooth and perfuafive, but the aniwer of Cortes 
was ten times more fo. - Cortes immediately lent. «- 
prcfles to fomie of the different officers he hai detach- 
ed, ordering them to go and meet Tapia, who had al- 
ready iet out for Mexico, butwa% m.confequence of 
the direftion of Cortes, met on the road by *Alv?a:ado^ 
Sandoval, De Soto, Valdenegro, captain 'Andres dc 
Tapia, and the reverend fether Fra. Malgsurgo. ' Thefc 
gentlemen, with much coriipliment and cteremony, 
induced Chriftoval de Tapia to go to Cempoal j they 
there requ^fted to fee his qommiffion, which' being 
verified, and acknowledged, they placed it on their 
heads in token of refpeft and fiibmiffiori ; but in re?- 
gard to the admitting him as governor by the Virtu6 
0f it, that was quite another affair ; it was firft neceC- 
fary to Idiow what his Majefty's pleafure was touch- 
ing the affairs of New Spain, the tru? ftate of which 
had been concealed from him by the bilhop of Bur- 
gos, who did it to ferVe his own private views, and 
to favout Vdaiquez and Tapial, one of whom he in- 
tended fiiould marry "his niece. By all this it was 
j^etty evident to Tapia, that he would not very 
fpecdily enter upon his office, andthedifappointment 
affeded him to that degree that he ifell fick. Oui^ 
'■^ — - ' , ' • • ' captains 
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aaptains wrote to Cortes, letting lum know all that' 

^ad pafled, and recommencfing hhn to fen<l a good 

4uantity of golden ingots, and try their eStOt in mol-^ 

liiying the fury of the woidd-be governor. Thefe 

arrived by the return of the cxprtfs^ and with diem 

they boi:^ht from him £omc negroes, three horfes, 

and one of his ihips } in the other Tapia embarked 

Eim&If, and fet fail for the illand c^ St. Domingo, 

where he was very ill received by the court of royal 

audience and the brothers of the order of Jerony* 

kites, lie having undertaken the bu&nefi contrary 

to their exprefe command ; but they would not exert 

Vhcir^pb;wer farther agaiilft one prtronifed by the 

bilhop of Burgos, his Majefly being at that time in 

Tlandcrs. ^'" r 

I have formerly made mention of fome particulars 
relative to an' expe(titibn fet on foot by one Garay* 
tt was to tdoidze smd fettle upon the river of I^mu* 
CO. Cortes had received intelligence of it, and re- 
folved to antld^ate him hy feiiding thither a party 
for the fame purpofe.'* He alio now again fent Ran^ 
gel to ^^]la Rica as ^omihatidant, and ordered Nar* 
vaez to be ikni tS him at Ciiyoacan, where he reit 
ded until the palace which he was taixkhabit in Me:& 
icb \*^ coriipleted.' The Veafoh hedsAt for N^rvaet 
was this ; ht was told tfhat the latter liad heU a conv 
verfation with Tapia, in ivhich ' he advifed him to 
quit the cottiitry oh as good tfcrms »he could get, 
ind go to his patron the bifliop of Burgor ia Caftille, 
'■'' ' - ' ' ■ 'to 
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to hythj^jyittok ikte of ^ak^^ I^ir; tdli«g: 

^iim^ alio to proEt by the 9»w^^^ wl^ch his misfor-r^ 
tunes fet hro, as^, if Eq ftaid, he certaiojy ^^oiJd be 
p^it tp de^h, aAd that £ua:^fs att^^d?4 ^the piea- 
$tfei ctf Cortes, Mfkcix Narvaez was brought before 
Coite^^ he fdj on his l^i£es and attempted, tQ kife his 
]wNd».but Qttr gpniCR^ wcadd not pei^rait it ; he r^- 
cd^ and cjinbtEu^g Narva«, treated hiip with aU re- 
tpoA aod Vfi^in w4 ig^de him ii^ by hi^ fide, 

Goitcs now:4|»rOQ$^d^ to take his refidenicc in the 
duty of MeiU0$)# He 4*^rided the grpuixd into lofs 
Ibr tbs chorcfam sa t^ fifCk {dace, then £or th^ ipot 
nafteries, thepublk bui}^n^^2Uidf<}viares« He divi- 
ded the reft of the ground among the inhabitants 
that were to be; and, not wafte more time upon 
the ful^e^l,! fiU ihpfe who has?!e ieep the prefent city 
of MWf3.*gree^thal:thpreisnot in CJirifte^d(?pi one 
more pQp^QttSi fcirg^r^ or heater built. 

r, WhHe CMtss wM thy^s jiny^loyed, ijQtelJIg^ncc arri- 
^nd thafcJthe^ipyfn^ pf Pai|uca w;as in ^rm?. Th^y 
«e a iseaiElDe peq)lp^ Y©RR.<nun^rpus, a^d^h^iivipig xe- 
j&dledy bad^lailled m¥^f)^^l^V9 ^f tb^ p.»fty which 
•Cofctes .htad;ifciit to/fer^gi a^gg^jjuy ther^.. . He refol- 
.TBd thdrefo^QitoigQ thither iaperfon : juadqed jJil hiji 
•captaidsi58fete tiQ^ ahtfg^toiu ^^^^enjt ^utiqs.- Our 
muniicrs had by j?hi|fti»^^ i^^ceiw^ a cQ^^d^rable re- 
iirfotccmenti as; wdJ. s>f thofe who )iad xom? ^i^ the 
.iB^eedbr Tapia, as x)f fiieh -f^ be^^^ oa the c^editioii Ao 

Florida 
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IWoritfe^t^'VafqueEde Afflon, and oFinany <yt&ers 
^^elf^vR^d ?rOtti ihfe Hlands. He left a ^obd gstf - 

^4tt^i^'*<^ti bfie huh<!lrediuia*Mfty otvaBry, ^m> 
hxA&reA ahd^flfty Ifkihtry, kttHUn thou&nd MeM- 

xiixAain, wK^^c^fed^feduccd'tda rf ftibteit 

^8h antt'p^ace,^'l3rlhg^g iF^ftft *%i*i ^h* ^rtndpal 

iJiSef aA^'^fevdrsfil ^8tKers, aind a quantWy *<*f gdd. 

"^ts expedition to Pahiico was^Vcry^experifivc ; Xior- 

m 'ajpfteetf for a reimbnrftfticnt 'fttnn *lhc enxma, 

^ith coiild notbe acocdcd^to ; his Majdly^s dfltots 

^^bjt<ttedthat it was'iiiidertakcn ona-pirivafe'acfeottnt, 

"to prevent the ^^ftablifetnWit of at^enjr by X}aa;f» 

and not for the public fervice. When he arrive At 

Panuco he found the people very rebellious. In the 

cou^e t^f a few days heiiad two battles, in which he 

loll three foldiers; ^fbur'ihbrfes, iand Above otic huA- 

"d^ed MeSidins. ^t Aiittiber of the tncmy toiduiit. 

ed to "afe&ve feventy thbufand warriors, but 'k -wis 

tjod's wai that we^flioiad ^tain' the Viaory,-^th 

^fuch a daughter' of the* tdbds as depriv^^'thetn-of ill 

thoughts 6f niaklng'aJiy^h^dHter^thc pi^ Thrffe 

people aire c^ed the^fiuiftecafijand'Naguatecas. Af- 

ter the laft battle Cotteragain fent to furiririxHi thAn 

to fubnii^on. He 'eih^loyed ^fbr this purpofe Cotac 

of thejpir&bhers, and thiit '^fh th^nf *fVa. ^rth^- 

' ttie, by\^liofe exhortations they* were induccd^aftib- 

Ulit. -• • 

' Cortes 
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.^Ck>rt^it|iei:\^wept \vitli />ne h^.c^l^s tjrpj^s to t^ 
.river Qli^ytpj^ucc,^ Indian? on jthc.ppjHjfiti 

iQeflengi^rfi;. ^ Jfe thcft j)aiEs^ .Ojer. wjitjht . ^np hundre^ 
and fifty bj^jry^aadl^ during tljie ni^t. 

The enemy,W;t^if^ Jani^ <^e»ii» ©^es^t 

numbers^ Wt %h€;yyftvcjp^n,df^^ t|ie,ftd4t 

and our troops advai^Qn^ fcOKjl^^jhqrpquan j^fL, 
town whei;e they, fpund^plepjty qf prpri^ons. ^ In the 
morning feme o£ them ^feering t^p t<^pk foi^ndjrp- 
mains of ihe. bodies, and doth^s of^ our cp^try^cn^; 
fome of our fcddiers thouight they, jrecognifed tlyj 
features of. their friendsj, and it ^a^ ^.ipelanchoiy? 

. fight to all i their remains wfe carefully coUeftcd ana 

:l>uried. 

From this place our detachment marched to ano- 
ther, whore an. out party reported, that great bodies 
of the tnemy wfere polled in coiidt^ilmeht In tjie hou- 
&s, to fall i^n our people y^hen the cavalry had diC- 
mounted^ their plan being difcovered failed of fu^- 
cefe, but they fought valiantly for half an hour, and 
three p£ our icidiers died afterwards oiF their wounds. 
Thefe pdo|de, contrary to the general practice of In- 
dians, Ifallied no lefs than throe times. On the enfii- 
ing day our foldiers fcbuj-ed the neighbourhood, and, 
Ottering fome towns which had been abandon^, 
found a quaiitity of earthen veffels, foil of the wine 
bf the countiy, in cellars under ground. After a flay 
t)f five days they returned to the fiv^r of Chila. 

tortci 
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(joites now again fbrnmoned them, to which they 
returned for anfwcr that they wonld come within 
four days j which Cortes wanted out, but to no eficft. 
He therefore determined to punifh them, and during 
3 dark and rainy night, embarldng a large body of 
Me^cans, he fent them acr<^ a lake to one of the en- 
emy's largeft towns, which they totally deftroycd. 
This brought in moft of that country to fubmit. 
Cortes founded a town of one hundred and thirty 
houfes, fixty-three of the inhabitants whereof were 
£:ddiers. He named it ViBa de St. Eflevan dd Poet* 
to. It is fituated about a league from Chila. He al* 
lotted to it all the neighbouring cfiftri6b which had 
fubmitted, and gave the command to Pedro Valego. 
Cortes was informed that three diftri&s which had 
been concerned in the murder of many Spaniards, 
but which had been now recdved under allegbnce, 
intended to fall on this poft as foon as he quitted the 
country. He in coniequence marched againft them 
and deftroyed their towns, but they foon eftablifhed 
them again. 

A veflel which Cortes had ordered to eome to him 
with provifions and neceflEuries was at this time loft 
in fome ftrong gales from the north, whereby the 
new fettlement was much diftrefled. 

Cortes on his return to Meidco was informed of 
depredations committed on the peaceable diftricls, 
by fome of the inhabitants of the neighbouring 

Vol II. U mountains, 
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ijeaor a^ Jpttoip^ 4ie J»£SPg?: 4p ^ -^d J>a^ r} ;pur.«4- 

lies -the JVL:xicai»s ma4c4:li^.|)^^dl/qr ,tl4s,f|i]^, 

*twd two «f their clv;^ yq^ W^ffi^- (Cflftfp -jiptien 

.©Hd^cd bpftUirtesio cq;»^, ^^^ ji^e, ,^,^'^ 

die ickie^ ^p .»f;ts .lateqrte^ XJostps ,fi^p»t4nte4;^» 

.^&^ mfi «^ .inawer?> ^ /t^t -of P,aflmco.. ^>h<gr 

i<^lii^r4?,#^, ?ml AJwJM^wtj[ithji^^ m,r- 

.pit^jt^s. Tipy v\»^i:? jp;«u;ii|he(i, whh fee »»4 ;i3Kewi 
ttS(rp,,:Qr thr^ 4im?s, ^uad fif^fer flu^rtfijj^ .bjef*! 
.lb«Pft Fbcft M^o4e JKuzman came tp be ti^eir ^- 
-VfSfiJ&r., lor-hfrinit)^ Jth^spi^ ,fl^£5, .?fnd,i^]4-t|»s|a 
MX tfcf itfe»sl8» , . 

iftJona® <k i^vaa, wj»pni | .^ye.^la^nftejr^ jRfp,^-> 
cd, was now returned with powers from (jt^ctflj^ipf 
royal audience and the brothers of the order of St* 
Je?;c«iymo, wj^qreby we ;««eie ay^hoijifc^ ■ *^, iPMirf'^c 
our eo^qi^e^^, to jnark il^Rfies, ^and Xo:;fpfi^ ff^J^' 
avsnts ac(x»diHg to 4»e prance in the ,yi^d^ of IJif- 
paniolaand Cul?ft. They alfo f^ut arepprf o^ ^h^t 
fteps they had taken, to Caftille. His Majefty was 
then in Flap4^5, whare jit was laid befqre ^im. 
H^ De Avila been here at the time of T^ia's. aJ*"- 
val he might h^ve been very troiAlefprne, for he 

-wa» 
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^rasr art- icfliertttt of tile bifliof^ of Btirgoi, and harf 
Iteen brecf up in hh' Koufe- F6# thcfe rcafotts, and* 
by tftfe advitec 6f ASJttfedo^^ Goftes^ put him in good 
BtunoUi^ gi^*'llii* tlTe dRftria of Guaritlan, ortc of the 
ifeheft iff tRtrfeminfey, He alfo pt^fented hiHi with 
a coftficfefafiJe <juan«i^ of g<S4dv sftSda^iMuoh greater 
of fcinSffwenfrand pr©*ife, by ^hifcli Kc won him 
fo- coiiij[^etdy oti» to Ms intcreft that he afterwards 
ftitlnm as^ his^ agcAi^ t» GaflSlfe ;< af wHicH time fevc- 
fai gijg^ittfc Iftimain Bbi^wei^ tntefitlflted, together 
witA a qdaSntSty of go^, pearb^ aAd valihible jewels. 
The bones were fbuntfin a temple at Cuyoacan:; they 
^ere proc%feufly ferge; and fimHar to thofe which 
we Had protured in TMcda and fent to CaiHBc. 
The dgent^ alftf brott]^ht 6ytf with t&em three ti- 
gers, and" iMiiy' other^ tfiingi of a curious nature, 
whidh r db not rectilfeft. Ofee part of their bufinefs 
w^ to tJranfmit memorials* to His Hajefty from thp 
council of Mekico, ated from us the conquerors of 
Nfe^ Spaiii', itequef8ng tfiat he would fend us over 
Holy TttdAj 6f good M& and^ e::^!^!^^, a^ bifliops^ and 
cfetgyitten'. AferpKiyhig, that, in 'cofifideration of 
but meritoribu's fefvicd, alToffices of honour and emo- 
Itmient flteuM be^^en amongft' u^and thegovtm* 
ment to Cortes, as the onfy fit and pn^)er perfon. 
Alfo that his Majefty would be pleafed not to fuffer 
a!ny fcK<^rS, or UitU of IfcttdfSi to come into this 
cotttitryi ta throw us into confixfion with their learn- 
ing, quibbles, andC boefe. We further reprefented 
tEe infu^ieney of GhrHlovai de Tapia, who was on- 
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ly fcnt by the Uihop of Burgos to effed a marriage, 
between the faid Tapia and the biihop's niece. Donna 
Petronila de Fonfeca, We alfo deprecated the inter- 
ference of the bifhop in the affidrs of this country, as 
being oUfarudive of our plans ctf conquefts for his 
Majefty's fervice, adding that we were ready to re- 
ceive his Majefty's commands, profirate on the 
ground, but had thought it our duty to inform him 
of thefe particulars, which had been artfully kept 
from his knowledge. All this, and more^ was repre- 
fented in the fullcft light, for his Majefty's informa- 
tion, and to do away the mifircprefentations of the 
i^d bifhop of Burgos, whofe enmity was manifeft in 
his having prohibited the Cafii de Contradation of 
Seville from fending us any Supplies. Cortes alfo 
left nothing in his inkfland which could be of fer- 
vice to our interdb, for he wrote a memorial of 
twenty one pages, which I read, and certify to be to 
the full tenor and eflfeft of what I have related. He 
alfo farther petitioned, that his Majefly would per- 
mit him to go to the iflan4 of Cuba to apprehend 
Velafquez, the governor thereof, and fend him as a 
prifoner to Caftille, for the injuries done by him to 
the general fervice, more efpecially in fending an or- 
der to put Cortes to death. 

Our agents failed from the port of Vera Cruz, on 
the twentieth of December, one thou&nd five hun- 
dred and twenty two, without any particular occur- 
rence on the voyage to the Terqeras, except the break- 
ing 



THE CONjQUEST OF MEOOO. 149 

ing I0Q& of two tygers, i^rho wounded fome £uIors» 
and thdr being obliged to kill the other on account 
of his ferocity. At the ifland of Tcrcera captain An- 
thoaio de Quinone? loll.his life. He was very amo- 
rous, and in a quarrel concaming a lady there, as he 
piqued himfelf upon his valour, a duel enfued, in 
which he received a fword wound on the head, and 
died in three days. Thus the bufinefs remained in 
the hands of Alonzo de Avila only. As he purfued 
his voyage to Europe, he fell in with a French priva- 
teer, commanded by Juan Florin, who made prize 
of him, his ihip, and all the treafure. This captsun 
took another fliip frcnn St. Domingo, with a valuable 
cargo 0£ fugar, and hides, as aUb twenty thouiand 
crowns ol gold, and a quantity of pearls, fo that he 
returned to France very rich, and made great pre- 
fents to the king, and alfo to the admiral .of France, 
the people whereof were aftoniflied at the magnifi- 
cence of what we fent to our great Emperor. The 
king of France £ud that the wealth we fupplied was 
fufficient alone to enable our monarch to wage war 
a^nft him, and yet Peru was not at this time 
known. It is alfa reported that the king fent to our 
Emperor, to fay, that he and the king of Portugal 
had divided the world between them, without giving 
him a fliare, and that he defired to fee the will of 
our father Adam, to know if he had made them ex- 
clufively his heirs. Florin in his next expedition 
fell in with a ftrong Bifcayan fquadron, by which he 
was defeated and made prifoner, and, being tranfmit- 

ted 
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TBus was aA end' ofHim, his flfipe, attAottrtrektti'e. 

Avila was cdnfinfed x dofb pHlbneriki tidtUe^ Btit 
lie fucccedcd in gaining the fMfcn^Hi^ of 1?h«' oflfcer 
in whofe cuitedy heWisis-, and obtained means' of com- 
xbunicating with his^ ftiehds iti Sj)ain, t& \i^bnr He 
tfranfinitted all the papers and^docuineiity with wliilch' 
he had been entnifted, and whiefr wel*e Ikkf befote* 
his Majefty by the means o^ «he KcOTtikte. Ntiiie^v' 
coufin to Cortes, and rdator of the wfal^ cotmcil^ ' 
Martm Cortes his father, aild Difegd <fc Ordais. 1*he^ 
Emperor was ples&d, on due oMffifideraifionv^ tc> ori'ei^y 
that all favour Aatdd be fhewA to Cortex, stod^that^ 
farther proce^ings fhould be ^b^ntdfed! i^^ &9^ 
Mjgelky's return to Spain, 

The intelligeticc of thcJlofi of the treafore wai re^ 
ceived by us as a moft ferious* difappoihtmenl^. The 
diftrift of Guatitlan was^ ftd^ouraWy i^efepved By^ 
Cortes for Avila, notwlthftanding M» eaptivfty, and' 
his brother fecceeded to it tiirei years afifer, /iSkmii^ 
dff Avfla being then appoint^ coittadcMr o^ Yucatan. 

The two captains, Sandw^ and* Aivs^adc, aAeip 
the fcttlement wich Tsqi^^, rd:iepn^ W tke^ detach- 
ments, and procdedtd on tiwdit e^^efttidns, of which 
1 will now give an account. 



CUAFTER 
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CHAPTER II. 

.J^f^Hhns tf G. de SanO0ml<atkd.P. de Ahatad$. 

tEN our party (fpr I went with Sandoval) 
arrived at Tuftepe^ue, I took up.ipy lodgipgs 
in the fummit of a tower in a very high tempk,, partly 
for the frelh air, and to avoid the mufiiuitocs, which 
were very troublefome hdow, and pardy to be near 
SandovalV quarters. It was here that feventy-two 
foldiers of thofe who came with Narvaez, and fix 
CaJlillian women, had been put to death. The whole 
jprovince on our arrival capae in and fubmitted, except 
the Me:?dcan chi^f, wlip ,had teen the caufe of the 
deaths of our foldier^. Him Sandoval got arrefted, 
and he was ihortly after executed, being burned aiivc* 
Thjcr^ w^re nxaijiy more 2^ guilty, but this example 
was judged fuflSciept. , After this was done, a mefiage 
was fent Jo the Zapotecan mountaineers to come in 
and fubmit. Their country is about ten leagues dif- 
.tsmt from Tuft^q;ue, On their fefufal, an cxpc- 
rdition was ordered .^gainft them, under the com- 
mand pf a. Captain 3ripnes, who, according to bis 
own account, had be^ ;a gr?at oflfcer in Italy. He 
marqhed ^th one hundred infantry and about the 
fame niimber of Indian allies ; the enemj were pre- 
pared for him, and laid a plan for a furprife, which 
they efFefted fo completely that they drove our party 
i^ver the rocks, rolling down to die bottom, and 

t above 
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above a third of them were wounded, one of whom 
afterwards died. The diftrift is,fo very difficult of 
accefe, that troops can only pafs in fingle file, and the 
climate is v«ry mifty anH humid. Th« natives arc 
armed with large hi\ces with an ell of ^dp,..with 
two edges of ftone as fliarp as a razor, andpli^le 
Ihields which cover the whole body. They are very 
nimble, and give their fignals by whiftUng*!, which 
echo among the rocks with inconceivable flirillnefs. 
This diftriftjs called Tiltepeque. After it had been 
brought to fubmiffion, the government of it was af- 
, figned to a foldier named Ojeda, who now lives in St. 
Udefonfo. Sandoval, * who was a good humoured 
man, began to joke with Briones, at his return, lipoxi 
the bad fuccefk of his expedition, afking him if ever he 
had feen the like in Italy; for Briones w;as always giv- 
ing accounts how he had fevered men in two, anii 
cut their heads ofif^ &c. He was not pleafed with San- 
doval's jocularity, and fwore he had rather fight the 
Turks and Moors, than the Zapotecajis. This expe- 
dition was of little ufe, but on the contrary injurious. 
There was another diftrift of tl^e Zapotecans, cialled 
Xaltepeque, the people of which were at war with 
their neighbours,- and inamediately on being fummon- 
ed waited on Sandoval with handfome prefeiits, and 
'a confiderable quantity of gold, partly formed into 
,toys, and the reft in ten little tubes ; their chiefe 'wore 
very long robes of cotton, reaching to the feet, richly 
embroidered, and refembling the upper, robes of the 
Moors. They applied to him for fome of his foldiers 

to 
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' to aflift them againft theif eneniies named the Min- 
^es.t This the *ftate of his force did not permit him 
to comply wit*,* but ftfe ^romifed to traniinit aU ap- 
plication to Mexico for a rcinforcementjfor them, and 
in the interval would fend fome qf his men to lee the 
country and the hattire of the pailes ; t)ut his real ob- 

^ jeft was tb examine their mines;. Thus he difimiffe4 
them all except three, fending eight of us upon tha 
bufinefs I hare ^mentionedk 

There wer^ two 6i theiame name in thispa^tJ^, 

,For^we hadthrde Caftillos in" our army. I, who at 

that time prided myfelf upcto my drefe, was named 

(CaftJUo ^the gallant/^ My namelake who went on 

this expedition ij^ras a man of very flow Speech, not 

replying tq,a quefUon for a length of time, and thcA 

iie came out with fome abfurdity ; he was named Caf- 

tilio "the thoughtful.'' The other, who was very 

fmart and ready in all he iaid, was called Caftillo " the 

jprompt.*'*^ But to have done with our .witticifms, 

\ aid proceed with my narrative. On our arrival, the 

indiaiis turned over the earth in three different rivers, 

and^iii each they found gold, filling four tubes of the 

iizc of the middle finger with it, and with thefe we 

rcturtied. • Sandoval thought that :dl our fortunes 

were now inade ; he took a diftrid to hijnfelf, from 

which he immediatdy procured fifteen thoufand 

crowns. To captain Luis Marin he gave Xaltepeque, 

from whence we had obtained the gold. This turned. 

out hdwever very indiffereiitly* He gave me a very 

Vol. % W profitable 
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profitable diftrift there. ^JVould to God I had^kept 
it i it confifted of three jJiaces. name^ MataHan, Ozo- 
tequipa, and Oriaca, where is now the ingenio of the 
viceroy : biK I thought it more cpnfiftent withiny 
charafter to go with^andoval upon his ^peditions. 
, Sandoval called his town MedelUn, after the birth 
place of Cortes. The river De las Vanderas, froitf 
which the fifteen thoufand crowns wereT)rocured, is 
the port, and it was here that the ^erchandife from 
Caftille was difcharged until Vera Cruz became the 
4?mperium. , ,* 

We now proceeded on our route for Guacacualca 
The province of Citla through which we paffed has 
the moft pleafcnt climate, and the greateft plenty of 
provifions, of any \j[t had feen in this continent ; its 
extent is above twelve leagues^ in lepgth and breadth, 
and it is very populous* The chiefs immediately fub- 
mitt^d. On our arriyal at the river of Guacacualco, 
thofe of that diftrift, which, is the head one of all |:Ke. 
neighbouring people, on being fummoned did not ap--: 

[ pear, which we confidered as a declaration of hoftilty, 
aihd fuch in faft was their firft determination ; but af- 
ter five days had palled they waited on Sandoval 
with a prefent of fome trinkets of fine gold. By his 
direftions theycollefted one hundred canoes, in which 
our troops croffed the river, after we had firft 'fent four 
foldicrs to obferve and report the ftate of the people. 
The town which we founded liere we called Del Efpi- 
ritu Santo, wSSicSiiublknfe name .was- given to it becaufe 

'-' ' " / • -^ ^ it. 
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it was oh that day we defeated Narvacz ; it was alfo 
qjir word irrthe battle, and it was on the fame day that 
we croflfed this river. Here the flower of our army 
was eftablifhed, and it is certain that when we wtnt 
out to the fqujkre xjpon i feftival or revie^^, we muf- 
tered eighty cavalry ; a greater number in proportion 
tha^i five hundred now, horfe^ were then fo fearce 
and dear. Sartdoval, havihg examined and confidcr- 
ed the fituation 6f the neighbouring diftrids, made 
-repartitions of them as moft convenient to the differ- 
ent fettlements. The diftrids he allotted to his of 
GuacaCualco were Quazpaltepeqiie, Tepeca, Chinanta, 
the Zapotecasj^ Copilco, Cinuttan, Tabafco, Cachxila,^, 
the Zoques, Techeapa, Cinac^tan, the Quilenes and 
Papanahaufta, ' We^ had nSuch trouble afterwards on 
account of liti^tion with Vera Cruz concerning three 
cf^hem, Guazpaltiepeque, Chinanta and Tepeca; 
with the* town of Tabafcg concerning two others^ 
Cimatan and Copilco '/alfo with Chiapa. concerning 
two, tfie Quilenes and Zoques ; and with St. Ddefon- 
fo about the Zapotecas. I was very forry I fixed my- 
felf here; the lands were very poor^, and it turned 
o^it altogether to my difadVantage* - Still wc fliould 
have^done very yell had we been left a's we were at 
fifft ; but when the new fettleihents w,ere formed C)ur 
poffeflions were clipped to accomodate them ; where- 
by, our colpAy feft tOu decay; from being the bcft, and 
containing the\greateft numxber of the generous con- 
querors, of Mexico ; but It is at prtffent a place of very 
* few inhabitants. ^ * 
\ ■ * ^ 7 ■ Sandoval^ 



1^ 
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Sandoval now received intelligence oft the |rrivaroif 
Donna Catalina, Jady of ouij gener^Her&ndo Cortes,* 
and her brpther^^at the^river of Agdayalco. Ca Zam-. 
brstoa alfo and her family arrived' with' them, agd E1-l » 
vira Lopez '* the Jail/* married to Juan de Palma, * 
who was afterwards hangeA, "lyc al} fet out ^tp gay 
our ^pfpe^s to thefe Indies, and I recoiled the roads, 
were almoft impaflkble, from therconftant and heavy 
rains. Donna sCatalina and the ijeft were efcorted by 
us to oujr town of Guacacualco, and we fent word to * 
Cortes of their arriv^. After a fliort ftiy wiUi us 
they fet out for Mexfco. 'Cortes ^as yery forry-for 
their comijigj^ but he j/utHhc beSt facenipon it, and. re- 
ceived them with; great jpomp and i*ejoicings. In 
about ^ree .months after the-arrival of Donna Cata-' 
•Una, we heard of her having d^ed^ of ?fh ^hma. -• 

Villafuerte, who had been fent to Zgicatula, and Al- 
varez Chico, whQ had alfo gone to Colima, were un- 
fuccefsful ill their endeavpur^ to bring thofe pror 
vinces into fubmiffion, C(jrtes then fent a party 
thither, commanded by QJiryioval de OIL The na- 
tives attacked Jiim" oar l^is march, killing two of his^ 

- fol4iers j but he reached the Ration ofVillafuerte, wljo 
was afraid to fttr out qf ^ it, and the enemy £ad even 
killed four of his men in the town. « De O^^, however, • 
before he departed, reduced both thele diftri<fts to fub- 
ipiflion. "I do not ^pw what became p:f captain Juan 

* Alvarez, but I believe he was killed in fome of the 
adipns with the natives at this ,t}ime. De Oli return* » 
- ' !' * ** ed 
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ed to JV^xico, but had hardly got there when intelli- 
gence arrived of three provinces being again in rebels 
lion. Slndo val had at this ti me arrived at Mexico with 
. ^the ladies. ^Cortes fent* him with afmall party of our 
veterans to take thefe dijSrids into his hands, which 
he did, ^nd puniihed and regulated them in fuch a man- 
ner, that ^^e heard no? m'ore of their being refractor}'. 

Several of the diftrids fubjed to Gus^cacualco rebel- 
led on th« departure, of Sandoval, killing the Spa-, 
niards' employed in the management of the tribute: 
^imongft others were the Xaltepeque Zapotecas, Cima-f 
tan, and Copilco ; the firft of which is difficult of ac- 
cefs on account of its mountains, the two others oix 
accoi^nt of lakes and marflies, and they were not 
brought to fubjeftion but ^ith the gre'ateft difficulty. 

At this time, and while captain Luis Marin ^'as 
lemploye^ in fubjugating thefe diftrifts, arrived at our 
fettlement, in a finall vefflel whicli came up to the 
town,, Juap Buopo the Bifcayan. Hg immediately 
fiimnjoned us all to a meeting, where, after fome com- 
^ plimeyits on both fides, he opened his bufinefs to us, 
which was, to induce us to accept, as governor, ChriC. 
tovaj de Tapia, of whofe return to St. Domingo Buono 
was ignorant. Large offers were made by the bilhop 
of Burgos in unaddreffed letters, which Buono had a 
difcretionary pow^r of (Jireding to fuch as would fup- 
pqrt his views. Thefe he agccardingly fent to fuch as 
Ijie fi^und to hold pffices. I was pflered a regidor*s 
^ - . ♦ ' . place. 
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piace. Whcrf Buono heard that Tapia was no lon- 
ger in the country, he was very much difappointed* 
We referred him to Cortes at Me*ica, whither he 
went. I do not know What ,paffed between thenn , 
but I believe Cortes fent him back to Caftille with ^ 
fome money in his pocket. 

Amongft others- who courted the alliance of the 
Spaniards after the conqueft of Mexico, were tlie peo- ^ 
pie called the Tutepeque Zapotecans. They applied 
very earneftly for our afliftance ag*inft a nation which 
was in hoftility to them, named likewife the Tute- 
peques, whom they reprefented as poffefling a very rich 
country. Accordingly, in the year one thoufand five 
hundred and twenty-two, Alvarado, by the order of 
Cortes, marched frop Mexico with one hundred and 
eighty foldiers, infantry and cavalry, with an order 
to take twenty more In his march to thfe province of ", 
Guaxaca, anck alfo to vifit certain rocky diftrifts faid 
to be in rebellion. He was forty days upon his route 
from Mexico to Tutepeque. On his arrival he was 
hofpitably received, and- lodged in the moft populous 
p^t of the city, where the houCes joined, and were 
roofed with ftraw, it not being the cuftom of that 
country to have terraces on their houfe^tops, as the 
climate is very fultry. By the advice of Olmedo it 
was determined that dtir troops Ihould rfemove to a 
more open part of the tQwn', left, in cafe of any trea- 
chery on the part of the people, their quarters fliould 

be fet fire to. When the^ were fixed, the chief of the 

' town 

* 
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town brought them provifions, and every day fomc 
rich prdfent of gold. Alvarado defired a pair of ftir- 
rups of this metal, which was done accorcUng to the 
pattern. In a few days after, the chief was madepri- 
fbner, on an information from the Indians of Tcguan- • 
tepeque, who were in hoftilit;y to thefe, of h|s inten- 
tion to burn the Spaniards in the quarters which they 
had £rfl: aligned to them in the temples. Some of 
the Spaniards fay it was to extort gold from him : 
however it was, he died in prifon, after Alvarado had 
got from him to the value of thirty thouiand crowns. 
Apparently his death was owing to vexation, though 
¥ra. Bartholome did what he could to confole and en« 
courage him. His fon was permitted to fucceed him 
in the chieftaincy. Alvarado obtained from him 
more than he had got from the father, and then pro- 
ceeded to eftablifli a colony, which he 'named Segura, 
' as the colpiJtfts were moftly from Tepeaca, named by 
us Segura de la Frontcra. 

Alvatado then fet out on his return, with aU his 
Vealth ; for Cortes had written to him to colleA * 
what he coeld^ to fend to Caftille. The foldiers be- 
ingtJius exduded from any fliare,fome of them form- 
ed a Gonfpiracy to aflaflinate Alvatado and his bro- 
thers. They were principally mufketeers and crols- 
bow-men. ^ A foldier of the name of Tribejo gave in- 
formation to Fra. Bartholome, a few hours before it 
was to be attempted. Hie reverend father having cal- 
led Alvarado afide, and informed him of what he had 

, ? heard, 
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• leard, at the hour of vefpers, when tl^ latter wa^ 
riding out in company with /evertl of th^oonfpira- ^ 
tors, and paffing by fome 4ioufes^ he faid to them^ 

*' Gentlemen,^ I am fuddeniy taken iljVitk a pain jb 
, my fide ; let us return and call a barber to bleed nw.** 
On his arrival he immediately ihut for his bro- 
^ thcrs George and Gonzalo, together with the alcaldes 
and alguazib. ^ He then ordered them to arreft the af- 
faflins, two of whom were hanged*: prie wa^ namerf 
Salamanca ; he had been a pilot, tte other was cal- 
led Barnardino Levantifco- . They fcoth died like 
•good chriftians, the reverend ^father taking gre^ 
pains to bring them to a due fenfe of their fituation. 

Alvarado now returned to Mexico, leaving a colo- 
ny in this place ; but when the colonifts found ^hat 

• the gold had^een drawn away, that the climate was' . 
hot and unhealthy, and infefted with mufqtitos, bugs 
and other vermiii, and that they and their flaves were 
dying faft, they determined to abandon it, fojpe going 
to Mexico, and fome to other placek Cortej^^n hear- " ' 
ing of the fettlfment being thus r9io\inced,i:au{ed an 
inquiry to be fet on foot, and found tljat it had beti^ - 
determined by the alcaldes and regidors in council, 
for which he condemned them to fuffer death,. which' 
was afterwards mitigated at theinterceflionioi Olme- 
do, to banifliment. Thus fell to the groundi|hc colo- 
ny of Segura or Tutepequ^ a very fertile cbtintry^ 
but unhealthy. The crucify an^i extortion of Aly?ra- . 
do alienated the minds of the people^ and tliey threw 
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of thcjr aSq^Mce ; but that ofl&c€r» returning thither^ 
brmg^t them agaia to futeniffioa, and tliey after^^ 
wards continued peaceable^ , 



»ai. 



CHAPtER III. 

I Have already made mention of F. dc Garay» 
wHp was governor of the iiland of Jamaica* 
When he heard of the riches that had been acquired 
here by )>iQgo> Velafque^, and of the fertile countries 
wHch had b^n cUfcoveredy ftimulated by his ava* 
tjce, and ancouraged by the rededion on his wealth 
a^4 ii^^a^S) Oaray was induced to try his fortune. 

Havii^ therefore ient hu azni diiSbourfiKl with^ 
Al$EntnQ3» ouf prindp^l pilots upon the fu1]je£t, his sk> 
count vn& fyt fevoui^ble) that he deternuned on fend* 
ing a confide^ial peifon, one Juan de Torralva, to 
obtain from the luihop of Burgos the government of 
the country about the river Sanuco* I£s applica- 
tion having bc^ fucce&ftd, he ient an annamait of 
thr^ Ihips, with two hundred and forty foldiers, un- 
der the command of Alonzo Alvarez Pinedo or Pine- 
' Vol. n» X da, 
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da, which was defeateclby the Indians of Fmut^^ 
one fliip only dfcafHin^^'Jtt^ jclini^ us at Villa Ric2U> 

Garay, receiving no intelligence of his firft arma- 
ment, fent a fecond, which alfo arrived at our port ^ 
sLnd, having now expended much treafure, and leam*' 
tng the good fortune of Cortes, he was more than ever 
ftimulated to make exertions. He therefore fitted 
but a fleet of thirteen fhips, and embarked one hun- 
dred and thirty-fix. cavalry, and cjght hundred and 
forty foot foldiers, moflly muiketeers and crofs-bow- 
men. The fleet «ind«r his commaitd failed'from Jamai- 
ca in the year one thoufand five hundred and twen- 
ty-three, on th^ dity bf St. John, and arrived witK- 
dut iny partidilar occurrence it a port called XaguaV 
in the iflSind of Cuba. * On his ari^ival here, he learn - 
dd the news of Coi*tfe having brought the province 
of Pinuto under ftibjedion, and that lit had fent apeti- 
tton fS Ms Mag^etty to be appointed to the govern- 
ment of it. ]H[e wa^ attb tdd of the hd-oic aftions of 
Cortes and his companions in arms, and of our hav- 
ing defeated Narva^is with mily twhundred^dfe- 
vienty fofdi^rtir tie wa^ therefore ftruck with awe at 
the power of oilf cliiel, and the more fo when he 
was vifited by the Kaentiate 'iuatfyJ One day, dif- 
courfirig wkh tMs^jgentlenian on the fortunes of Gor^ 
tes, h^ exprefled bis* ipprehenfioiis^of a. difference bd- 
tween- them relative; to the government pf Panuoo, 
and requefted that Zuazo would mediitcw;ith eortses^ 
in his favour, to which the other aflHntcd* . 

■ Shoftlj- 
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Slioitly after this, Garay -with his annamenC fct 
^out, and being forced by a ftorro into the river Pai- 
mas, he there difembarked and marched for Panuco. 
£fiowing alf<^ that Cortes had made an eftabUflukient 
Jthere^ he thoiight it neccffary to take an oath of fideK- 
4y £rom tfaofe under his commaod, and he nominate^ 
the officers requifite for the.eftabliflunent of his colo- 
ny, which he mewt to nam^ the city of Qacayana* 

Haviijg advanced for two days' mardi ak>ng the 
&a IHore^ through an uninhabited and marfhy coun- 
try, he With his troops arrived at fome villages, 
whodGb inhabitants received wd entertained them hof- 
pitahlj ; but many of the iblcUer^ ftayisig behind, 
robbed and injured <he people. Qdft^y continued 
his march, and at lejigth arrived at Panuco, wluch 
the troops had painted to themfdvcs as the end of 
their labours, but were fadly uadeaeiy^ by finding 
it almoft a defert, for the war ^f Cortes had wafted 
it, or what remained was concealed on the appr<»ach 
erf the Spaniards, who found nothing but bare walls, 
where they were to fuftain the attack of flies, and 
vermin of every defcription. One misfortune fol- 
lowing another, he could get no intelligence from his 
fleet, hut learned by a Spaniard, who, having com- 
nutted fome crime, was a fugitive among the Indians, 
that it had not arrived at the port. The (ame perfon 
gave a very unfavourable account of the country of 
Panuco, enhancing that of Mexico^ and this making 
a ftrong impreffion on the minds of Garay's foldiers, 

they 
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they begstft to difbwd, and went to^wds Mejdco, 
robbing the natit^es ift tMr way. ^ 

M thefe tMngs coml»Md nd^iitd Gtraiy tou bad 
fituation, and he fent one of his iyS&cjcr^ named Die^ 
go de Qcaxnpo, to found the di4>o$tion of the gover- 
nor under Cortes in the colony of Santiftevan, to 
whom he notified the appointment he had obtained 
from his Majcfly, This officer anfwered Garay's 
meflage politdy, and returned a favournble anfwcr 
as to their reception, requefting that the fddters 
might not outrage the inhaWtants. ; Pedro de Vallejo, 
for that was His name, at the fame time fent to ex- 
prels to Cortes with Garay's letter, and folicited k 
ftrong reiiifofccment, or the prince of Cortes him^ 
fdf. 

On the receipt of the intelligence from Vaflqo, 
Cortes difpatched Fra. Bartholome, Alvarado, San* 
doval, and Gopzalo de Ocampo, brother to the per- 
fon of that name who was with Garay, and entwftcd 
to them the inftruftions he had reooired, whereby 
Jirs Majefly's jdeafure was fignified, that M Ms con^ 
qttefts fhould be left under his commrand, until the 
matters in difpute between him and Yeiafques ihotd4 
be brought judicaHy to an Mfiie. 

I will now return to my relation of the &ep& ta,. 
ken by Qaray, who advanced with his force into the 
neighbourhood of 5t. Eftevan del Puerto. On receiv- 
ing 
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ihg imxSi^nftce tiMeof^ Vii^a oteccrud a plan 
^vidi the mhalntaxits of thtf jkrighbonk-hckKl, and be- 
ing goided by five definrters^ v^ho tdd him that 0». 
ray's troops were f<ja^urred nbg^geoAy in a hijgt 
tmm eaUdd Nacopbo, he cane ^poa them by fur* 
^rife, and mlide fbrr^ df them prifoners^ nffigning » 
atealbiH ^^ coming ^xddiMiit prodadng any cam« 
iiniffiDii) ^^ the outrages ^A&ch they committed on 
the iiihabir^&ta. Tfak being reported to Ozray, he 
demanded the prifbn^rs^ tiuttit^iag ViUefo with thi 
vengeance d( government. VaUejo r^Ked, that when 
he ikw W& Majefty's orders he would obey them with 
all htrmiKty, and requefted that they fliould be fent 
to^him. At this moment the pexfons deputed fay' 
Cort455 arrived, and Diego de Ocampo, being at that 
time firft alcaide under Ck>rtes in Mesiico, b^gan to 
remoibrate againft the entrance of Garay's force into 
that country, and feveral days were paffed in remon- 
ftrances and replies. Dttring this time mithbers of 
Garay's folders dcferted from him ; thus he few eve- 
ry day his iotct diminifiiing, and thsit df Cortes in- 
cri^ifing. From his fleet he had intelligence, that two 
of hb llnps had b^n Idl in a tempeft, and that the 
remainder, which were at the mouth of riie river^ 
hid received and rgefted a friendly invitation from 
VikBcjo to remove higher up to a place of fecurity, 
threatening, at the fiime time, that in cafe of refijifal 
he wotUd a)nfider them as piratest 

ViOlejo 
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. . Vallc^o^ contlaued HcCTciiy to ncgotbrtic wHih the 
officers of the fleet, and, having fucce^ckd with two 
of thenft,:they went to theihip of the cconmodore, 
fuan de Grijalva, and informed him that he ihould 
either bring his. veflfel into the river, or quit the place 
aitirely. To this Grijalva ' only anfwered by (Ufcharg- 
ing his artiUery ; but j3n the receipt of certain Icttor* 
from Alvarado and Fra. r Bartholomew accompanied 
with promifes conveyed by a royal notary, he was at 
kft induced to accede to the firft prop0fiti<m« No 
Jfooner h^ he brought his (hip into port -than Valle* 
|o declared all on board prifoners to his general, Cor^ 
tes ; he was perfuaded however by Fr^. Bartholome to 
give them their liberty, from motives of humanity^ 
which as he faid was tte method of ading moft agree- 
jtble to God and to Caefar. 

The unfortunate Gs^ay entreated the officers of 
Ck)rtes to reftore his {hips, and to compel his troops 
to return to Mm, promifirig to give up his intended 
eftablifliment, and make tbejbeft of his w^y to the ri- 
ver Palmas. This propofal was acceded tp, and e^ery 
meafure taken to deliver up to him^ his deferters, 
though with Mttl^ ^ffef^t J for the foldiers defpifed 
Garay, and, as to the oatl^ of ;fervice,tbQy. faid that 
they had complied wit^ it in coming tq Panuco.* 
Garay was then in. the utmc^^ deipair, ai?id finally 
agreed to adopt thg, mejifur^ 9dYife4 by the officers 
of Cortes, in writing to that general. Hating his fitu- 
ation, and praying his protection \n confideration of 

their 
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tiior fcdrmer idlsmacy. Tliis requeft was acceded to 
by Cortes, who lent an invkation to him to come to 
Mcsxco. Garay ibt t)ut upon hist journey , and^ when 
he approached the city of Mexico, he was met by 
Cartes, a£ the head of ia number of Spaniih gentlemen 
on horfeb^^ who condu<^ed him to his newly built 
palace^ and^ hgVlng beard the details of his diflrefles, 
he prosiifcd iuin redrefs, and referred the a£Eur to 
Fra. BarthcilQme, AWar^o tnd Sandoval. Fra. Bar* 
tholoiXie^ to bind Cortes and Gar^y in ftrongpr ties o£ 
fnsndfhtp, propofed an alliance between the daughter 
of Cortes, named Donna Catalina Cortes or Rzarro^ 
and the ddeft foil of Garay, who then hdd.a com- 
mand in his fleet. Cortes^ accepting the propofal, 
gave bis daughter a liberal fortune, adding an allent 
to . Garay 's:£olomzing on the riyer of Palmas, and a 
promife to fuj^ort the undertaking. 

Oariiy wis now induced to iiftercede with the gene- 
ral, and 43btained permiffion £(>r Narvaez to. viiit the 
ifland of Cuba f for which faybur Narvaiez was ve- 
ry thankful, and took Ws feave ctf Cortes witl^ many 
{MTofeifions of gratitude and iervice. As to Garay and 
his expedittcm, both onft>jLi\d the other approached 
then: end, fbr he, attending^Cortes to early matins, and 
h^^m^ walked ^bout thechurdi, and eaten his break- 
feft, was fufidenly feized with a plfurify, which after 
^coutfeof bleedmg and.pprging was declared mortal* 
Tliis was announced to him by Fra. Bartholome, who 
3iccompaitied tjip fajtalrUewB with earneft cxbortations 
^ * ' to 
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to bifti^ta advert to the ftatc of liU ibul^ and oot hlk 
that ki the n€xt woriid; a& he had advrady thrown 
away hb fwtuna in this; Garay vaf kaprf&d fay 
the aFgumeifts of tha g^d £tt;her^ and having con* 
fcffed, and had th^ rite^ of the churdi admimi^ed, 
he made his will, leading Cortes and IVa. BaithcAiuiie 
his executors, and in four days from the time he was 
firft feized he gave np the ghoft. TUs we obfep^e 
peculiarly tp bdeng to the cUmateof thefe coimtricsy 
that in four days pleuri&es are fetal | of which we had 
many inftances amon^ our feldiere, lK3t|i i|i Tezeii« 
eo and in CuyoaeaA. However, Garay bqiag now^ 
dead, God pardon him hi$ fins ! Amen. He received 
an honourable funeral^^ and Cortes andthe other ^fficerfr 
put themiblves Into mourning. Thus d)pd Gaiay io^ 
a diftant country, a ftrange hoi)^ and £iks ^om lua 
wife and children. As to hb armame^^ being imxV: 
left without any head, a competition arofc for the 
command^ between Juan de Grijalvfty Gon^ak de 
f^guerda, Akmao de Mtondosa, Loienap de Alloa, Ju^ 
an de Ma^na, Juan de V^^^ Anthenjio dela CSeeda^ 
and a certain Tobarda, the moft ibdbious feilaw ip 
the whole army. The young Gaiwy ho^M^^wasi 
iiltimat^Iy made general^ ^icilfitrary to the inelfastion 
of every feldier ; the codKquence of whkh waa^ that 
they fe^arated in finall boci^es of fifteen or t^fTentyv 
and went through the country, pil}a^g as if tjbcy 
had beenamongft Moors. This ent^ging the Indiansy 
they laid a plot to cut all the Spaniards o£f, which 
they fo eflfedually executed, that in a few day^ theyr 

had 
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had lacrifeed and eaten more than fivehimdred of 
^aWyV^folffiers. In fonie towns upwards of a Itun- 
dlecf Spajiiatd^^ wefe^ facrificed together. In other 
places' they fetf on and maflacred thefe wanderers 
^laihbui refinance; and, encburaged thereby, they 
r^fe agairift the fettlenient of St. Elievanin fuch num- 
bers/ tfeir it was with greaf difficulty they could be 
kq)t outo^ it^nor would they have been, but for 
ieven or ei^lit of the veterans of Cortes, who fup- 
ported VaMejo, a brave man, an4 experienced officer. 
Thefe^alBint veterans, induced many of Garay^s Spia- 
niards to abide by them in the open field, being obli- 
ged to fight three batdes, in one of which VaUejo was 
killed;^ and many were wounded. So defperat^ did 
the Indian^ grow, that one night they Idlled and burn- 
cd. forty Spaniards and fifteen horfes, and among the 
foidiers \x^ho were killed were feveral of thofe of Cor- 
tes. 

When the general heard of thefe outrages he was 
exceedingly difpleafed, and determined to go in per- 
foh to fujppreis them j but being at that moment pre- 
vented, having broken his arn^ by accident, he dif- 
patched Gohzalo de Sandoval, with one hundred in- 
fantry,* fifty cavalry, two pieces of artillery, and fif- 
teen arcabiifiers, to whom he'joineci eight thoufand 
Me^cahs iind Tlsdcalans, with orders not to quit thdfc 
dulria:s until he'had fo completely fubjugated thern, 
as "that it fliould'not be in their power again to mate 
diRurbanie. Sandoval^ was a man who dl2[ hot fleep 

Vol II.. Y at 
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at night when on any bufinefs . of importance f 
of courfe he made no delay upon his route to- 
wards the enemy, who cxpeded him in two narrow 
defiles, where they had concentrated the whole 
forcp of the rcfraclory provinces. Sandoval, on 
learning this, divided his force into two bodies, 
an4 attacked each of thefe pofts. The Indians refif- 
ted with their darts and arrows, whereby many of 
oiir fbldiers were wounded, infomuch that he was 
obliged to halt* the body which he commanded in 
that bad pofition, and fend orders to his other" de- 
tachment to dp the {ame for that night.^ Hie In- 
dians retaining their firft pofitioi), Sandoval recalled 
Kis detachment, and 'began his retreat towards Mexi- 
co. ' When tlie eneniy perceived this, they thought 
theipfelves conquerors, and began to follow and fiir- 
roiind the Spaniards from all .paxts, flioutiijg at, arid 
reviling them. This Sandoval feemed riot to regard, 
but continued his retreat; by which having complete- 
ly deceived them, he made a fudden countermarch, at 
liiidlnlght, to gain the paffes. This he efFelfted, but 
riot without the lofs of three of his borfes, and con- 
fiderable danger tb his whole ariny^ many of whom 
were wounded. No fooner we/e his two columps 
clear of the defiles,, than he perceived in front vaft 
bodies of Indians, wlxo had arrived there that very 
night, on hearing that he had coun^termarched' He 
therefore again Brought his whole force into one bo- 
dy,^"and perceiving the defperation with which the 
Indians fought, and that they had aduaUy w^efted * 

the 
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the lance$ out of the hands of fix of his folclierff, 
wftile his cayalry was cornpofed of men unufcd ta 
fucli fervicc, he gave them full ixiftruclions how to 
aft, telling them not to halt to give thrufts, bccaufe 
the firft thing that the Indian does when wounded is, 
to feize the lance. He farther direfted, that if fuch a 
thing happened, the foldier fhould put fpurs to his 
horfe, and with tli^ lance firmly grafped in his hand, 
and under his arm, wrefl: it from the enemy by the 
force of the horfe. Haviilg then placed watches, 
guards, and patroles, he gave orders that the cavalry 
ihould remain faddled aH night, and the troops went 
to their repofe on the bank of a river. The Mexl- 
cans and Tlafcahns were pofted at a little diffancc, 
*for Sandoval knew by experience, that if the enemy 
attacked him in the liight, he would be little bene^ 
fitedbythem^ *'* ' 

As foon as daylight appeared, Sandoval put his 
army into march, but had hardly advanced half a 
mile when he heard the found of the drums of the 
Indians, and he was fhortly after fronted by three 
large bodies of their warriors, who attempted to fur- 
round him. As foon as Sandoval perceived this, he 
made an attack upon them with his cavalry in two 
fquadrons with fuch fpirit that he entirely broke and 
difperfed them. This was not however effefted with- 
out the lofs of tw© foldiers and three horfes. Our 
allies then made confiderable defliruftion, burning all 
before them, until the army arrived at St. Eftevan 

del 
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del Puerto. The remains of this colony Safl-^ 
doval found in a wretched ftate, and he was 
received as one who faved them .from deifcruc- 
tion; and the foldiers of Garay who wcire there 
^ifiured him that the preferyati9n qf wha^t remain- 
ed was folely owing to our veterans. Sandpyal 
thenr divided his cavalry, mulketee^s and crc^s-l^yr- 
men into different bodies, ayid placed them under thie 
command of the veterans, witjh orders to carry jq» 
the war with vigour againft tjic neighl;K>u;^i^ In- 
dians, and to iiind in what provilioAs they coid^d col- 
left, for lie was unable to go out, in confequ^cie qf 
a bad wound. During three days Jl^is jparties ient 451* 
a Dumtber of priioners of thie Jowej: cla^, jtcg^^er 
with five duefs, the former of w^om SandAvjd ^p^ 
leafed. He then jgaye put an order to his troojp^ nqt 
to fend in any but fuch as had been prrfent, py cp^^ 
cemed, where the lives of Spaniards had been loft* 

Sanc^oval now prepared for an expedition againft 
the enemy, and, on the day after, marched out witK 
thofe trOc^s w^ch he ^d l)rouffht from Mexico, 
and by fldlfril inea^^ fucceeded ip ^aHng t^weg^ty 
caaques, who Had comni^nded \5(heye no lp{^ than 
fix hundred Spaniards had beeii put to death. Pur- 
fuing mild and fevere meafures at the fame time, af - 
cording to circumftances, he fummoned tjie ^§igh- 
bouring towns to ^ jiejiy of peace. Spmf acCe4e4 
to his proppfals, but others jiede^d to ?L|te|iijl* 
y^ith the latter he diffinaulaj:cd, ti^iji^ng i): b^^ot 

to 
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Jj9 ijoticc,t|i^ c<;wpLt^^ ^ wrote to,Corte8,|?Y^ 

jj^f^^d ^apLjdpv^ttQ ,fvcc^^ VplJejo aj.coipaiapdant 
« ,^t. ^^^2^, ^d,wifoicm?44ifPf i^Mt;^ for .the ialic 
of juftice, ^^d.to ]^tcyqpfi£9fafxc p#4?i?f> 4^ WW *»• 
<»i&jcyA>^^H^ F^P Jwi been 

|py.iR^x9^^ed^B,,pr jdM>;I)ji$lj(l>!^edi, ih^ fliur. 
^s q^ Sj¥^ids^ .?fOd^jg%)5C,dir«Si^ to :Uu5 air 
calde, Diego de Ocampo, to take the neoqi^xy $ep9 
againil them, with orders to execute fuch as Ihould 
be legsJly condemned. He mvc pi^^rs tb?tt ptcry 
nec^ry meafure alfo jPhiodd ;\)c .^ak^ to .Qonc^^tC 
tbe natiye§ of that jfvoyin<;Cj j^^^^ tt^t pr9pcr &ef§ 
IhcMjld be fid<?jpt5<J t;9 jpreyefl^t any luJ^flCe ftul;n^ on 
the part of Qat^j^^ tR!^9K' Th^cjfittcx^^ theppnr 
^ents of which v?fi^ ^*gWy fjfXfs^^ofj )tp Sajftdoyal, 
hayiflg XS^<^h!^i hj^, ^]^e pixig^eded cippjointly with 
Ocampo pf) piit J;/je,Qi:dexs of .Cortes iintp encution. 
I5 t^o d|iyg ^JB;er Jtb4r rece^)t th/ey procqajfid (to th« 
trial of thofe caciques who W^p accuied, and many 
being found guilty by evidence, or their own con- 
fellion, were put to death. Some were burnt, and 
others hanged ; many ahb were pardoned, and the 
diftrids were given to the children and heirs of fuch 
as differed, tliefe afts of jufticc being done, Ocam* 
po, in compliance with the farther inftrudions he 
had received from Cortes^ proceeded againft all thofe 
Spaniards who had committed outrages, robberies or 

murders j 
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murders ; or who, going through the country in 
bands, had irfvited other foldiers to defert to them ; 
and, ha'^Hing feized and coUeftcd together thele pub- 
lic difturbers, he caufed them to ettibark for the 
ifland of Cuba. To Juan de Grijalva Cortes offered 
the alternative of accepting a prefent of two thou- 
iand crowns, and a paflage to Cuba, or, if he prefer- 
red ftaying in the coiihtry, an honourable reception 
at Mexico. Grijalva and all the others were anxious 
however to return, and accordingly they fet fail for 
that ifland. 

Sandoval and Ocampo, having thus cleared the 
colony of thefe troublefome inmates, returned to 
Mexico, leaving an ofl&cer of the name qf VaUecillo 
governor of the fettlement. On their arrival they 
were recdved by Cortes and every one there as their 
fervices nicrited, for a general apprehenfion prevailecl 
of fome misfortune occurring on that expedition*. 
Such was the fuccefs of the meafures purfued, as X 
have above related, that there never was another iji-^ 
furreftion in that province. 

Tlie reader has been told how the licentiate Zuazo^ 
met with Garay in the ifland of Cuba, and that the; 
latter made prfiflGmg invitations to him to take a part 
in his, expedition. Zuazo agreed to this pj;opQfal, and^ 
promifed to follow, asfoon as he could ^ve up his 
office. Having effeded this,, he embarked, taking 

with 
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with him two brothers of the order of Merqy, Fra. 
Gonzalo de Pontevedra, and Fra. Juan de Varillas. 
Thefe three perfons, piirfuing their voyage, fell among 
fome fmall iilands named Las Viboras, very fatal to 
veflels- Here they were obliged to throw overboard 
their provifions, and the pieces of pork attraded a 
number of fharks, one of which feized a lailor, and 
tore him to pieces, fo that the whole water round 
them was difcoloured with his blood. ITicy were 
then obliged to run the veflel on ihore, and in this 
fituation they were left. Two Indians of Cuba who 
were with them had the art pf obtaining fire by rub- 
bing two dry Iticks together ; in the fand they found 
fome brackifh water, and a quantity of turtles came 
alhpreto lay their eggs. Thus th6y obtained provi- 
fions fufficient to fuftain thirteen perfons. ITie failors 
aifo contrived to kill the fea wolves which in the 
night were frequently found on the fliore^ Amongft 
the crew were two fliip carpenters, who had preferved 
their working tools. Out of the wredk of the veffel 
they conftruAed a fmall failing boat, in which three 
liiariners and one Indian embarked for New Spain, 
and made the port of Calchocuca, in the river Van- 
deras. From thence they went to Medcllin, and, in- 
forming the governor of the fituation in which- they 
Had left the licentiate, he fent a veflel in fearch of 
them. Itic veflel arrived at the ifland, but Fra* Gon- 
zalo died a few days before. The reft, fhortly arriv- 
ed at MedelUn j from whence they went to Mexico, . 

where/ 
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vftiere thfey had aH rfekft^tt to 1)^ fitiifiid' With th^r<Nf 
cepttdnthey mfetWith%iift CfortW, \^tf liliifd^ZSiiiie)^ 
tesr^atesldcmiibr. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Expeditions under various Offiters. 

A ^S the views of Cortes were always lafty,and 
-4— i^ tending towards domination, and as fie was wett 
fupported by the talents and bravery of his cajptains 
and foldiers, after having eftabliihed his power in the 
great city of Mesico, and in Guaxaca, Zacatula^ Coli^ 
ma^ Vera Cruz^ Panuco, and Guacacualco, he learned 
that'inthq province of -Guatimala there were po* 
p\&k>us^ nations^ and richr mines.- r He therefore deter* 
imnod to fend' a force, under Pedro de AJkarado, to 
coriquerand colonize that country, and having firft 
fent anf^mbafly thither,'ineffeaually, Alvarado, at the 
head of three httndredinfs^tj^, and one hundred and^ 
tlurty.five cavalry, two hundred Tlafcalans and Cho* 
li^nsv a&d <)ne- hundred Mexican allies;; with four 
pieces <if cannon^' was ordered to^mtoch to that pro» 

Cortes 
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, ,^ortes gaye inftniflions to Alvarado, that he 
Jhould if poffible bring thofe nations over to him by 
f)eaceable methods, anci tliat Fra. Bartholome Ihould 
preach to them upon the articles of our holy religion ; 
that all prifons and cages ftiould be broken in pieces, 
and the prifoners fet at liberty. 

TTie, eipeiiition fet but from Mexico, on the thhf- 
teenth day of Decetober^ one thouland five hundred 
and twenty-three. On his march Alvarado received 
the fubmiflion of the diflrid named the Rocks of Gu- 
elamo, and there, obtsdhed many rich prefcnts of 
gold. When the army, paffihg the provinces of the 
Zapotecas of Teguantepeque, tod by Soconufco, 
which laiR: place contained up^«^ards 6f fifteen thou- 
land houfes, tame into the neighbourhood of a place 
called iapotitlan, at a riter oveif v^hich there was a 
bridge, they peirceived a number of bodies of war- 
riors drawn up to difp\ite the pafiage with them. 
An aftion enfued, in which many foldiers were 
wounded, and a horfe killed. So numerous were 
the Indians, that the Spaniards could not break or 
difperfe them M^thout three very hard fought battles* 

From this place Alvarado continued his march, 
under cqnftant alarms from the neighbouring Indians 
of Quetzaltenango, and after fome time he arrived 
at a defile which afcends a mountain, for the length 
of about a league and a half. When he arrived at 
the fummit, he found there an Indian woman, very 

Vol. n. Z fat, 
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fat, and having with her a '^og of that ^fpecie^ W^icfe 
they breed in' order tp eat, and which do liottrarirV 
This Indian was a witch j fhe was in the a6t cn^ittU 
ficing the dog, which is a i^nal bf iioftility. Sllidrt- 
ly after, our army percavQil multitudes of arined 
Indians advancing upon them oh all fides, ,in a diffi- 
cult;, brdcen trad of ground, where the cavalry 
K:ould not charge- The infahtry advanced, but our 
.troops loon perceivei thattlbcfe Irii^ahs k<5ed upon 
a regular flan ^ for tTiey retrea.ted iht6 tlie mofl 
rough aad difficult ground, 'where abocv^fix^thouf^hct 
of the warriors of Utatlany which is a^^cei^t to^ 
Quetzaltenan^Oj fell upon dilr people. Hiey. were 
however for the prefent put to fligKt, but fooa ralli- 
. cd j being reinfprce^ by frefli troops in great nupibers,, 
who waited ouir a;jdvance,- and fought pur troops 
foot to footy parties of three ox four of tliep feizing; 
a horfe before and behind, and endeavouring to puU 
him to the ground. TJuring this time the ex^tion^ 
of Alvarado, apd the exhortations of Fra. BartholoQie^ 
who reprefented to our folcHer? the feryice which 
they owed, to God, and that they muft conquer or 
die, for the extenfioh of our holy faith, never ceaTed ^ 
thus animated, our troops completely fueceeded in 
difperfing the Indians. They then halted in the field,, 
and wCTe unmolefted by the enemy for thx^p days j 
after which they advanced to the town, of jQuetzal* 
tenstngo. ^ 

-- - '■ - . . ■ , '.■''. 
^ . Meaning 



THE Cpl^QpEST OF IVCEXICO. ^09 

J M^nii^ to give fome rcpofe to^ his troops, Alva- 
fado was 4ifapppinted to find that the Indians were 
Tiow adi'^mj^led ia greater force, aod determined to 
attack him in his poft. On their approach, to the 
number of about fixteen thou&nd, for their army 
was compofed of two Xiquipils, Alvarado drew out 
liis troops in a plain, and, advancing upon the enemy, 
completely defeated them, with fuch lofe, that for a 
long time after they remained completely under awe 
^f the Spaniards. 

The chicft now propofed ^o treat for a peace, and 
lent ambaffadors tp Alvarado, who received them 
iqndly ; but they h^d at the fame time arranged a 
plan for the deftruAion of the Spanifli force, and it 
was this : Not far diftant was a place called Utatlan, 
in a difficult country, and furrouhded with defiles, * 
whither they wrfuaded him to march, and it was 
determined that when the Spaniards were arrived 
thev flipuld be fallen on by furprife with the forces of 
both tnp diftriAs. Alvarado marched for Utatlan, 
;but on his arrival remarked the baa fituation of the 
place, llhis town was of confiderable ftrength, hav- - 
iftg only two gates, to one of which was an afceht of 
.about five ana twenty fteps, and t|he other opened to 
> very l?ad and broken caufeway. The ftreets were 
yery narrow, and the houfe^ joined 4 and,. in cafe of 
being attacked, the ground about the town was un- 
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ibme Indians of the place which they had left toM 
them, that warriors were pofted in ^mbufcade rduncj; 
the tpwn, which it was int;ende;d th^tt; night to f^t fire 
to, and tlvit was t;o be a fignal for a general attack. 

Alvarado therefore ordered his troops under an^sb,. 
and marched out into the open country, telling the- 
caciques that it was tp ^ve his hqrfes grafs. They 
did not feem pleafed with this change^ zxxd as foon as 
Alvarado had his troops clear of the town he feized 
the crxique whp governed it, and, reproa.ching hini 
for his treafon, ordered that he fhould he burnt alive ; 
but Olmedo obtained a refpite, apd permiflion to ufe 
his endeavours to convert him tp our holy faith. He 
accordingly preached an entii-e day, and at Is^ft Suc- 
ceeded, aud, ^s an indulgence, inftead of being burn^ 
ed he \vas hanged, arid hi^ territory giveri^to h^s fpn. 
Alvarado no\y fell uppn and difp^rfed fuch of the 
natives as remained about the to\yn, and his fuccefsi 
having becon^e known in Guatimalaj previous tp his 
arrival on the frontiers of that riatipn,, whicji was ip 
hoftility with the people of Utatlan, they, determined 
to treat; for that, purpofe they fent an e^baffy, 
ch^irged with a q\iai\tity of gold, and to declare their 
fubmiffion as vaffals to his Majefty. They offered at 
the fame time to ferye in his wars. Alvkradb accept- 
ed their fubmiffipn and thdr offer of feryice, defiryig 
them to fend to him two thoufan.d'of'thei^ warriors, 
which requifitipn ^ w^s jimiiiidiatelY complied with. 
As the pcppi^ had rebelled agsjin, Alvarado 'continued 

in 
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Jn the country of Utatlan about eight days, coIIecHng 
a confiderable fpoti and many flaves, and then fettin^ 
forward on his marchi he Ibon arrived at the dty of 
Ouatimiila, where he was hofpitably received. 

During this time the greateft harmony prevailed 
between ^ATvarado and his troops, and the natives, 
the chiefe of whom informed him that in their neigh- 
bourhood was a nation called the Altitans, who pot 
fetfed feveral ftrong fortrefles on the fide of a lake, 
and who refufed to come in and make fubmiffion. 
They alfo reprefcnted them as a bad and malicious 
people, ri'o' thefe Alvarado fent an invitation, but 
they maltreated the perfons who brought it, in con^ 
fequeifice of which he found it neceffary to go with 
an armed force, and, taking with him. one hundred 
and forty Spanifli foldiers, and two thoufand Gua- 
timflans, he marched againft them, renewing his 
offer, which was returned by a difcharge of arrows 
from their warriors, who marched out armed in coats 
of mail, and founding warlike inftrumeuts. Alvara- 
do put them to flighty and purfued them, with con- 
fiderable lofs, to their fortrefl'^s which were over the 
lake. He then drove them from thence, and, making 
feveral prifoners, compelled them to take to the wa- 
ter, and crofs over to an iflahd. The principal per- 
fons whom he had taken he fet at Jiil^rty, and bid 
them go and life, their endeavours to perfuade their 
eountrymeii to a pea^e. Between . threats and pro- 
jnifep, Alvarado at length fucceeded, after which he 
' * returned 
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returned to Quatimajj^ Fra. BaH^qkmic ?^crt^ 
iumfdf with ^eft in his lioly qffice^ fpr, pm(^iii^ w 
:|ltar spwiaa vm^ of qur Lady, hp expl^iied t|ic 
myfteries of our fiith to the iiatiye^, who inxita^d 
our example in adoring the Holy Virgin. 

A people who came from a diftance towards the 
ibuth, to make fubmiffion, and who were najned the 
PipUes, told our chief, that in their way wa$ a naXiQ^. 
called the Izcuintepequ^, of a very mali|;nant and 
obftinate difpofition, who maltreated all-ifuch as went 
through their country. To them he ient an invita- 
tion to come in and make f^bmiffipn, ^^^ch they 
neglefting, he marched affainft them with^his whoje 
force and a body of hjis allies of (iuati|mala^ and^ 
icoming on them by furprife, he made great deftruc- 
tion among them. This was ^n ijyQfort\inate <evjent, 
produftive of niifchief, and direftly contrary tp his 
Majefty's orders. I hayc how given the reader a 
fummary account of the conqueft and pacification qf 
Guatimala and its dependencies, but it paay h^ found 
at fall length as written by Gonjalo de Alvarado* I 
was not prefeiit at it, nor did ,1 go into that prpvmc^ 
until my return from Higuer^. The In^iai^s of this 
province are not good foldiers j pnly waiting the at- 
tack in broken g^coui^d. "] 

Cortes had been informed that the. provinces of 
Hisrueras and Honduras contained ricli miiles, and 
certain failors ^Ifp told hmi they h^d met 'with the 

natives 
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VikiVb -fiflring, and that they uCed-mte whidi had 

weights of gold nnxed with copper ; as affo, that a 

ilrait, or paflagc, was probably fomewhere aboot that 

coaft. In compfiance with his Majefty's orders, he 

therefore determined to fend a body ^ troops thither, 

under Chriftoval de Oli, to fearch for this paflage to 

the Spice ^ands, and to make inqtriry concerning 

the Uiincfs. As the way tlnther by land was very 

tedious and difficuk, it was determined he fhould go 

'by fea, and Accordingly fix fhips tecre p^vided, and 

three Inmdred and feventy foldiers embarked, of 

whom one hundred were mufeeteers and crofs-bow^ 

men, and *twenty-t^o cavalry. Five alfo of the old 

conquerbfs of Mexico, the companionis of Cortes and 

his Maj^fty's veteran fei*vtots, who had retired to 

their houf^s and repofe, v^t commanded to take Mp 

arms ag^in on this occafion ; and it ^as df no ufe to 

tell Cortes that any one had ferved long enoi^h, or 

^fiilFered hardfhips ; for ^hen Cort^ ordered no re- 

^monftriances aviiiled. There was atfo one Briones, a 

feafarin^ man, of a {editioUs dilpOfitioti, and a bitter 

'enenty to Cortes ; and many of the foldiers who em- 

barked^hbught they had been ill tifed iti the diftribu- 

tion of hnds and property- 

Ihe inftru£tions given to De Oli Were, to fail to 
the HaVatinah, to receive provifions ^ind^iiecefiaries, 
and purfue his voyage to'Higueras, where he was to 
make inquiry wlicther any harbour, ftrait or pafege 
lay to the Southward ytdfo to fearch for mines x)f gold 

and 
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smd fiK'e^, ^and ' in fome; commodiouS;^fitTi^tion %t(* 
buUdj a town,- not neglecting the interefts of the 
churcjb^ for the extenjUon whereof two reve^en^ friarai, 
<>Ue of whpm fpoke.the Mexican lang^age^ were t0 
attend the exp€;ditioni 

De Oil ei?iWked froin Villa Rica, And arrived at 
the Havannahj where he took .on board his proVilions 
and horfes^ and alfo five; perfons of thofe who had 
;come out >yith Garay, and who had been expeUe^ 
from the fettleipf?ilt of Panuco for feditious conduifL 
,Xbefe perfons; attached themfelves to De Oli, and be- 
gan to inftU their poifonous counfels in his mind, ad- 
vifing hipi to renounce his ^obedienc^ ;^tq, Cortes. 
Briones alfp laboured in this, and, having concerted 
^^att^rs witli' VelafqueZj the mortal enemy of Cortes, 
tit wqtsjettled amongft them that De Oli fliould put 
• himfelf under Velafquez, %rho would fupport him m 
.his expedition, and alfo make fuch repr dentations at 
court, that the new fettlemcnt Ihould be taken out 
of the hands.pf Cortes^ and the government thereof 
given to De Oli. This man was of great perfonal 
valour, a very good foldier, but unfit to be a com- 
mander ; he was at this time about thirty-fix years of 
age, and was a native of Baeza or Linares : he had a 
rgood perfon and countenance^ a cleft in his .under lip, 
and his voice was rough and fierce ; Jie was. endued 
with many good qualities, being fincere,-and fora 
..long time much attached to Cortes ; until the ambi- 
tion of governing, and diflike of being governed, 

perverted 
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j;)erverted Ms mind, by the influence of bad advlfers. 
He had bben brought up in the houfd of Velafques^,' 
but was under much greater obligations to Cbrtcs. ' 

De Oli fet fail from the Havannah, and on the 
third of May arrived at his ftation, which he cn that 
^account named El Triumpho de la Criiz. Here he 
appointed his civil adminif^ration, making his alcalde 
and regidors of thofe whom Cortes had recommend* 
ed to him. tte alfo took pofleflion of the cduntry 
for his Majefty, in the name of Cortes. His motive 
for doing this was, becaufe he wifhed to conceal from 
thefe perfons his feceflion from his general, and wilh- 
ed to keq) them his friends until he could afcertain 
how the bu^efs was likely to turn out ; for, if the 
country was as rich as he had reafoti to fuppofe. He 
intended to throw Cortes off, and fet up ^n indepen- 
dent government ; if, on the other tand, it fliould 
appear. not to be valuable, he coxild return to his pof- 
feffions at Mexico, and glofs over to Cortes his ne- 
gotiations with Velafquez, by pretending it was done 
in order to put him in good humour, afad induce him 
to give him the neceffary fupplies. Thus was the 
new colony of El Triumpho de la Cruz eftabliflied, 
from whence no intelligence reached Cortes foif Up* 
Wards of eight months. 

In the town of Guacacualco Were a confiderable 
number of veterans, and Spaniards of quality, who, 
were entrufted with the government of the province 

Vol. H. ' A a of 



of that name, together with ttofe of Citla^ Tl'abalcd, 
Ciniatan, Chontalpa, Cachiila, Zoque, the ^uileries, 
Cinacatan, and Chamuela, Chlapa of the Indians, Pa- 
panaufta, Pinula, Xaltepeque, Guazpaltepeque, .Chi- 
nanta, and Tepeqtie. In the whole of l^ew Sp^d^,'the 
demand of tribute was the fignal for an infuirre'dion, 
and thofe who attempted the colle<Sfcion of it were 
killed, as indeed were all Spaniards who fell into the 
hands of the natives. In thofe provinces the refiftarice 
was univerfal, and we were under the neceflity of go- 
ing round from one city or town to another with a 
company of foldiers, to preferve the peace. 

The diftrift of Cimatan being particularly refraflo- 
ry, and captain Luis Marin being unwilling at that 
time- to fend a body of troops thither, it w^ deter- 
mined that four neighbours, whereof I was one^ 
Ihould be fent to try if we could bring the people to 
reafon. Accordingly, fetting out upon our journey, 
when we approached the principal town, we difpatch* 
edmeffengers to acquaint the people with our biifi- 
nefs. When we came nearer to it we were met by ji 
large body of Indians, armed with lances, and bows 
and arrows, who killed two of my cotnrades, and 
wounded me defperately in the throat. IVIy fur- 
viving companion, after a few blows, provided for 
himfelf by making off to fome canoes by the bank of 
the river Macapa, fo that I was left alone ; I however 
retained fufficiently my fenfes to creep into fomc 
buihes, where, recovering a little, I addrefled myfelf 

to 
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to Heaven, and Jipplpred tl>e aid of our Holy Virgin, 

befeecMng her not to ?et me die in the hands of thofe 

^ogs of Indians* Then, feeling my powers return to 

pie, I falliefl out,^ and, forcing my paflage through the 

natives^ ^ving many good cuts by the way, I made 

my efcape to wher^ my comrade Was in th^ canoes, 

with four Indians' whom we had brought wi(h us to 

carry our baggage, which they had thrown away, 

^d which the natives' quitted us to pillage. As it 

was the will of God that we fliould not lofe our lives 

on this occafion, we then got acrois the river, which 

is very broad ted deep, and full of alligators. To 

avoid the Indians we were obliged to remain eight 

days concealed in the woods, and, from our not ap* 

pearing, we were all concluded to be loft. As was 

tte ciifiom at that titne, our property was forthwith 

<livided amongft the other Spaniards ; however, at the 

end of twenty-three days-we retinned to our town, 

to the, great joy of our friends, and difeppointment 

of thofe who had gotten poflfeffion of our lands and 

In<£a»s. ' ^ 

Cap^aiij M^n^ ^^^ thought proper to go to Cor- 
tes tp r^pretqit the fts^te of affairs, and depiand more 
fpldiei^s. |ie accor4ingly f?t out a^d vaited on Cor- 
tes, who gave YyiVfi thirty foldier?, copuj^anded by 
Alonzo de Graflo, with ofde^s for the whole body of 
^ jSpt^nia|"4s tj^ inarch fpr the province of Chiapa, which 
i^us in ^ ft^^t^ of wan Accordingly we fet out, for 

the 
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the purpofe of reducing it, and of buildihg a. towi^ 

there, to keep the inhabitants in check. \ . . 

i. - /" ;'*j" \ ■ 

The firft thing neceflary was to m^sie a road 
through the woods, in a . very marilily country, 
whiere . we were obliged tp, make caufew^ys for the 
horfes to pafs. J^roceedin^ thu^, we ai;rji^e4 at a place 
called Tezpuztlaji, and continued our route ^o another 
town named Cachulai, froyn whenc^ vifey, jjroceedecl, 
tjhere being no. paflage previous to pur, ^xpeditipn^ 
from the fea^; the. other natives have of thpifi of 
Chiapa, who, undoubtedly were ;it that tjijhe the 
braveft warriors in Anaerijcaj they dfo robbed paffen- 
ge^s and travelling merehajQts,r:and b^QUjg;ht pff^ the 
inhabitants of thefe diftrifl:^ tp,coloni2;e,ai;id till their 
ground} nor could the Mexicans ever f\ib4ue )thei|i. 
This our exped^n toojsi^p^a in ^-Wtp. ^J^eiye^r I 
cannot bring to* my recollefllqn, but thii^ k was one 
thoufand five hvindred and tw^nty^fpur, , When we 
came near the city of Chiapa, we made a review c^ 
our force, which confifted of twenty-feven:h6rlemen, 
twenty-three mulkete^rs, ami a field pie^e under the 
direftion of a gunner, who told us that hf nad fefved 
in Italy, However that was, he .was or no ufe, being 
a very cowardly fellow. We. had fev<erity foot foldiers 
armed withr fword and target,, aiuid a^out dghty Mexn 
icans. The qapique of Cachula, with fome of his prin- 
cipal people, attended us, trembling witK'fedr 5 four 
foldiers of the moft a<3ive of our little aYniy,, of whom 
I Vr'as one, were always fent forward tp reconnoitre 5 

the 
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the* ground not being fit for a horfe, 1 left nrinc be- 
hind, and vre were ufually iij front of the army about 
half a leagu^'* The people of Chiapa being much ac- 
cuftomed to hunting, fome of them who were thus 
employed, pefceiving us «: a diAance, gave the alarm, 
and made fignals by finoke. 

' As we approached their firft fettlemcnt, which is 
called Eftapa, and is diftant four leagues from the 
princif)al town, we found the roads, which ran 
through cultivated grounds, wide and convenient ; 
and on each fide were plentiful crops of com and 
vegetables. We entered this town, but the inhabi- 
tants Kad'quitted it ; and, having polled our guards 
and' fent out pitrole^i the remaitidef went to reft ; 
but "^e were foon roufed by the arrival of two of our 
out party, who came lil at fiill fpeed to tcU us that 
the natives were coUefting from all parts to attack us. 
We flood tp our arms, and advanced to meet them 
out of the town, where a very fevere aftion cnfued '; 
for they were provided with darts hardened in fire, 
war clubs, and lanc?s larger than ours, and alfo a 
good defenfive armour made of cotton. As the field 
of battle was very ftony, their flinders did u^ infinite 
mifchSef; They approached us fo clofe that in the 
firft attack they killed two of our Ibldiers, and foiur 
horfes, wounded our reverend fathef, Fra. Juan, arid 
thirteen foldiers, and deftroyed many of our allies. 
Our captain, Marin, alfo was wounded in two places. 
This adion lafted tiH dark night, when, having made 

an 
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a^t-^wfeUsfiftofy €?p(eriipep^^f the flijirjpijefs of our 
f^pjrds and thjs eflfeft pf ouir ir^ulketry, th^ enemy 
r^tircdj leaving;. bjphind theip fifteen IpUed^ an4ni^py 
^PMfl4^ fyom two of whp^, /aK^rcu^^^ principal 
J)epp^e, 1^ Iwned, th^t m the n?3Lt 4ay ^ ^eijeral 
attack was intended upon y^. 

Tbs ipawapT in whjch tfee ?n^w|r ba4, fPH^^^ S^^^- 
:^Jftc^4 ^5 tha^ tl^y were ^o 4ffpic^l?le vf^^in^rs^i iq^ 
flfTfl^n a cavalry n^n hs^lted to nx^ a thufftft^ ,tJ^e Ij>r 
dj^gg i§%!?e4 t^e ^rie, anii wrefte^ t^- l^c^-pgjt pf 
tbe l«>^nspV^4 wp#e4^ to tl^gj:q^4. . 

. Qgfc t^g pe^t d*y wc PHrfH^# ?¥F FPft^ ^^ll!^ f^ty 
of ClVs^pa ^ jind f^ city it jjijight jti^uly l^.p^ll^j, frorp 
t^ t^larity pf ijts ftreptS .ap4 i^P»|^f. Jt ^pt^t^iped 
pat: l?ls tj^a^a fqur tljipvf^nd fa^qs, ao;: rrfiniwg 
thje population pf th^ mmy d€pf^4enJ tQWftS in it^ 
fl^fghbourhctQ^t. At thQ diftan^e pf ^l^qy^t ^ quarts 
jc^ a league from thp place which we had J^, we 
feijknd t|ie whpl§ fpjrce of .Chijpg, jjrawn up to r^^eiye 
jis^ , TJ^eir troops were adorned witji pluip^, ^nd 
iW^^g.riipg4jOfiFe3n4Y^^^ aBidiJefeiifiyely, j^nd t|i'e hiUs 
j^undied wit]it tUpk ihpRts pp -p^yr ^^^^f^^^c,. It 
^^ dipflfujlta behold the fury m%]i whipj^ they 
tl^ew thegaiftyfs ^9^ ^^r JjH^ SW*g?4 H^^ »: p far 
«^ bj^fi^ ^^H^er^ W?^? ( wi W»P^ t^P MT?^ iidbB4 to 
ii$ ) he ;\sfa^ (o i^iapjfip4 ¥^itt C^V? tb^ he ftpoj4 trjem- 
Jdi^^apd iinaj^te to pijt the pjatch ^ the gvR, ^4 
.yfl^i «: Uft \y;e rf)^cQeede4 W rpufing Mm^ he fired 

the 
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tilt pkit ^th no other effeft than dikt of wduftdfti^ 
three'of 5ur own m^n. Out captahi gave orders to 
th^e ca;^^ry to form m finall bodies, and the -ftiuflte- 
teM^ »8fs-bow-tacn, ind fcrord and bucHer men, 
to <fef6 into t)ne compaft battalion, thereby tllc 
cavalry iAd infintry flippottcd each other. T%e 
€nemy were fo numerous that had we not been the 
liT^n we were, it ^K^trtild have gone very hard ^th 
ils^; afed We durffelVfeS were aftonifhed it the bravery 
6f 6tir idvtrfaries : but good father Baitholottic ftood 
litfliiy ty us, ind a^mmiftered comfort to us by his 
e^ortacdotfs, promiling th^ we Ihould be rewarded 
lEb*r our exertions, both by tJod and by Caefar. Ottr 
captain Mar in likewife frequently encouraged us, caH- 
ing out to charge them ih the riaitife of St. Jago. We 
it length forced them to dy 1>efore us ; but as thetc 
were hard by tl'a<^ of vei*y rocky ground, where 
the cavalry could not follow thetti, fhefli bodite t>f Hi- 
^ans fell iipon iis by furpHfe, while We, thinking tfhc 
day our own. Were retiiYiiiflg thaliks to^od andour 
Lady. Of thefe troops a number were prepared with 
long thongs to tWift tound the horfcs, and throw 
them down, and th^^ had ^o ftretthed out the'ricts 
which they iifdd ih hunting, folrthe Ikmfe pUrpefe. 
Irhe enemy attacked us here fo ddperttffly, that ha^d- 
ly brie of bur fo1dfei*s efc^ed without a W^uttd,; th^y 
wr6i!ed the lances frotti foitie of Our cavalry,^rtd'kaied 
two foldiers and five horfe«. Iti the centre 6f thiAr 
army "was a Wbman, ttged, and Imwoddrately fat, «^o 
was eftfeetotd by them a goddfefe, afid had i)l*)tt*fed 

them 
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.them, th9 victory. They had aUo iacenii in a paii^ 
and certain idols in^de of ftone^ This womjin, who 
had her body jpainbd^ -and, cptton jm^d with the 
paint, advanced without any fear among our allies^ 
who were formed by companies, and by whom this 
infernal deity was in a very lhort.time tor» to.piecej^^ 

; During this time the battle raged^ and we and our 
captain, recommending ourfelves to our Lady, and 
befeeching the reverend father to pray for us^ threw 
ourfelves into the thickeft of it, and fprced the epemy 
to fly, fome to the rocks, others to tie river, where- 
by they efie6ted their efcape, being excellent fwitn- 
. mers. We then halted to 'take breath, and our good 
. friar, joined by the foldi^rs, fang the hymn which be* 
gins " Salve, &c." and we returned thanks to God 
for the vidory. Our army then advanced towards 
a town by the fide of a river, where we remained the 
entire day and night, paying particular attention to 
the Goneealment of our dead* 

About midnight, ten chieftains olF the neighbour- 
ing diftrids came down the river, which is very 
broad and deep^ in five canoes ; they difembarked at 
one of our pofts, and were made -prifohers; Bcjing 
brought before pur captain, they told him they be- 
longed to a nation called the Xaltepeques, agaiiift 
whom the people of Chiapa had made war ; their 
objed was, to offer their fupport, and to obtain frotn 
us a promife, that in cafe of fuccefs againft the "Chia- 

pans. 
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pans, we flioukl iet fr^ from tkem the nations to 
wkkrh diefe Indiums belonged ; in the hopes of which^* 
thi^ prpvoifed us affifiaAce to pa& the fiver, which 
coBlduot othcrwifc bC" A^c TU* was very iatis- 
fedory to U9, md thefefore^ leaving, two of their 
party, b^nd^ the reft went imnKdiately to prcmde 
tWj&0ktf canods. The reAmndor of the night wa$ 
pidfed under a ftri^l watch, for the drums and lioriitf 
of the enemy were heird^frooa the btokaf of the river/ 
trfieire ^kfey were oiHedling to attack us. M fixm a» 
it was- %ht we law our friends arrive with the candies; 
ttof aifo fhewed us a foi^d, though a very dangerous 
one, and were urgent to us to lofe no time in paffing^ 
to iave the lives of fome of their countrymen who 
had hidk made ptifoners. Accordingly we paffixl the 
river, formed into a folid column, at the ford, which 
toofet$ up to our arm-[Hts, and where We loft one c^ 
our cavalry. On the oppofite bank we were a0ailed 
by the enemy with fuch a difcharge of darts and ar- 
rows^ that not one of (Hir party efcaped without two 
or three 'wpunds before we ao\ild get out of the water | 
but vaft bodies of other Indians appearing in our rear, 
and declaring for us^ by attacking the Chiapans, 
they w:e)r^;fopn forced to turn their bjuks and fly 
towards their city, ^hither we advanced in good 
order, with colours flying, and accompanied by our 
alU^s.^ On our arrival there, we found it tod dofe 
built to-be. fit^y occupied by us, and we therefore 
pitched our camp in tb^ op^ field. Our captain 
now fcnt xneflengers inyitiqg thepa to peace, and 
Vol. n, B b fliortly 
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fhortly after they fcnt a deputation of thcif thi^^ 
praying forgiveriefe, and rcijuefting to be ailhilitt^ 
fubjefts to his Majefty* Th^y alfo defired that the 
neighbouring nations nugte ri^ te p^itiiittiS to de- 
ftroy their houfes and plamations, which requeft iTa^ 
teadily granted. When w-e Xvr^ into this town we 
found many prifoners confined iifiwoodeh^^ges^wh^ 
had been feized by them when travdfing. All thefc 
were reltofed and fent to their homes. &i: their tem^ 
pks we found idols of horrid figure, which;^ra. Juan 
broke topiecesy and alfo many remains of 'meftand 
boys juft iacrificed, and other traced of thdir n^ofi: 
abominable cuftoms. ^ • 

• Our captain then fent orda^ to all the 'neighbdUSS 
ing nations to come in. Amongft the firili^hd obey*. 
ed were thofe of Ghinacatan, Gopanaufila, Pinola^ 
Gueguiztlan, Ghamula, the Quilehe^ and i:rthers of 
the.Zoque language, with many more which I do^Ot 
frecolleft. Thefe people were- much furjMrifed when 
they perceived with how finall a body wfe hadVentur^ 
ed to attack the wariike nation of the C!hfep2U», 
whom the Mexicans never could' conquer. Fra. JMh 
preached to thein with great' fucc^, and^many came 
to him to-be baptized. •••- -:;i .. 

IVhile this was l^fling, a tfertrih Spftmilh' foldief> 
attended by eight Mexicans, went to a town caOed 
Chamula, and there demanded without-ariy authority 
,4 contribution of gold in the name of Ws captain* 

^ ■• ^ '' •' A 
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A pOCtion wa3 coUe&ed for him, but, not fatisfied 
therewitl^,, he atten)|>ted to feize the cadque, whkh 
csofH^ an i^urreiSjion in that and a neighbouring 
town.Hamed Gueliuiftlan. As fbon as our captain 
got iutelHgenc^ of it, he caufed him to be feized, and 
immjcdiatelj fent him off by exprefs, prifbner to Mcx- 
icQ,. Thi^ man was one who confidered himfelf of 
conieqiience ampi^ us, very evil difpofijd, ^md crual 
tp fhe J^idians. . 

, We thei^ proc^ded to Chamula, which in confo- 
:q\ien(;;e.of the 5d?<>ye related outrage continued in re- 
belUpcu' We wareafltfted on our march by the pco- 
ple: ^.Cinacatai), a polifhed and mercantile nation, 
fttid^ arriving at Chamula, we found this place ftrong- 
iy forti^ed by nature, and the inhabitants well armed, 
having a l^ge kind of ihield with which they could 
cover the whd^ body^ and which when not wanted 
^ras rolled up. Whqn we aj^roached we were at- 
tacked with Ihdwew of arrows, upon which our cap- 
tain ord^ed the cavalry to go into the plain, there to 
watch 4:he infujg^nts of the neighbouring diftri^ of 
Quiabuitlan, Qur muiketc^rs then fired upon the 
fejaemy^ but with very^ little effcft, whereas their mit 
.file weapons- Hjjufed.us who were i:^ncovered, mate- 
rially. We were during this whole day fighting thus, 
to very little purpofe, and when we attempted to 
force ;the ramparts, we found them guarded by above 
two thouiand men armed with laftces. Finding our 
endeavours ineffedual, it was determined to procure 

timbe^ 
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timber firoxn ^tnother town, whidi was depopulatdly 
and to cdBfirud c^it tke madbines learned burros w 
mantas, under cowr erf which twenty mcn^r more 
could approach, and remain under the VaSb, fo as to 
work an entrance. We therefore drew off for that 
time, and having prpcured thetimber and con&ru^led 
thefe machines, we again proceeded to the attack. 
Under cover of them our men endeavoured to underi 
mine the wall, the enemy throwing down upon us 
fcalding water mixed with blood, fire, and heavy 
ftones, infomuch that we werfr quite in defpair, and 
forced to retreat to repair the m^ddites, which hail- 
ing done, we again brought the*n to thewaBs, and, 
working under them, we made difercnt briitefa^s. 
As foon as the enemy perceived tWs, they fell ^ to 
the top o£ their ramparts four of dieir prindp^ 
pcrfons, priefts, and others, who addre&d us comfit^ 
ed with their thick Ihidids, stod toid us, that ftnfee We 
wanted gold we niighjt have it j and therewith threw 
dver fcven crowns of fine gcdd, tc^ether wkh i^an- 
tity of gold trinkefii, and oth» thiiigs made &f that 
itietal, caft in the forms of flicfls arid birds ; amd th^ 
alfo ^t the fame tilne fent among us irefh fhoWfew iJf 
nrrbwsj darts, and ftones. W* hid fucceedisd in 
making two confidcirable breaches in the wa]^, bu«4t 
was ttow dark, and a heavy raabb^gan to fall-^ Wfe 
were therefore obliged to deflifl fear fhM iiight, peeping 
good watch aH round <>ur poft, and (he ca?valry iws- 
mairiing on the j^ain ground, faddkdand bridied. 
The cfiemy duiing the whok z%ht were founding 

their 
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tbeir warl^ inftruneats^ fiidi as tiafaait ind finall 
trttnqBCts, yefikig, aad «k|ieateiUBgiiswHh'ddbcaftum 
GO die next day, vkich they fiud had beta prqaiiitd 
to them by their gods. 

At day bveak wc agai|i brougM forvrwd 9Uf ma* 

cbines, to work at their wails, whicb t&e ewmy 4e^, 

fended with the gpreatcA obftioacy, woandtiig fiv« of 

our p&iphj and amoQgft them myfdf by a thruft, and 

were it fiot fpr the ftreagth of my cotton quflted ar« 

mour, the lance wQuld have gone through me* Thus 

»^ were employed during die 'whciifi day, and the 

^eireiui^ was dmwing on, with & heavy &B of rain 

^d a very diick roift, as is frequently the cafe In that 

^feiounitainou^ country. In eonfequence of this our 

captain called us off #roHi the engagement, and about 

the £ame time the enemy ceafing to fliout and make 

^e ncdies they had luthertodone, I, who was accuf- 

tomed to hvfia^cik of the Idnd^ and 2^0 perceiving that 

t|ieir lahoes were ttSkd againft the waUs, barbicans, 

axd battlements, except about two hundred that ftiH 

s^peared to be ^ hand, began to MpeA they were 

going to abandon the jiace ; m confcqucncc whereof, 

l^M^d one <^Hiy comrades getting in at a ftnall breach 

in^the waS^ to fte what they were doin^, feB fodden- 

iy in upon if^wards of two hundred of them in arms, 

who afttaekedois with their lances, and would fpcedi- 

iy have put an end to us, but thatfome of our Indian 

affies, who piermved oirr fttuatidn, called out to the 

"reft of our foldiers» who crowded in to where we 

were 
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were furrotoikd by thcfe Indians^ who obly compet- 
ed, the xcar guard of the garrifon; for all the reft, 
xnoi, wpmen* and children, had ev2u:uated the place 
by the other gate, 

Thefe who remained w* quickly put to flight, and, 
p9lfui^g (heiB) we came up with many of the others^ 
gnd made prifoneirs feveral men, women and children^ 
We now quitted the town, and purfued our route to^ 
wards Chinacatan, hating for that night at a place 
where zX prefent the city of Chiapa de los E^noles 
is built^ Being arrived here, our capts^ difcharged 
fix of his prifoners, with orders to inform the^f coun- 
trymen that if they fubmitted, he would deliver up 
to theni the whole (rf thofe he had taken, which mefr 
fage was delivered, and choerfujly c;Qpq5)U^ with. 

In Qpnfequence of the orders whi^h ' Cortes had 
given to our captain, who was sjfo .my particular 
friend, to give me. fonJc good fituation, I was ap^- 
pointed to the command pf this encomienda, which 
I held for eight years, ^he.firft thing I did was, ;;to 
get a reverend father to prf?^fh to the Jiidians, stnd 
convert them to the chriftiiin faijii/j W«lptc^ordiiigly 
ereded an altar and cr^icifixjjand he preached tQ.ti^^8i 
to good eflTeiS^ The-firft ^y we baptized fi£t§e9, i^ 
nay ^€^t JaJtisfadion, for I Iqved ;%p4.-Wife§d wdtto 
them, they being now. niy; own. ; There ^zs M thi* 
neighbourhood a people wh<il^hal^4 ^hijee ^rtified 
tqwns, and were in rebellion againfg-t^Sf^naHiedithe 

Guegueftitlans, 
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Guegueftitlans, and it became nece^ff'to march 
againft and reduce, them. Leaying therefore puf 
wounded and bs^gage behind, the mfi& ftout and 
aftive amoJ^ig us proceeded againft them ; they had 
barricaded all their approaches with fallen trees, 
which '^e cleared by the altiftancc of our Indian allies, 
and arrived under their fortrieflfes, which appeared 
Kkely to give us enough to do j for \he firft we came 
to was full of warriors who were wdl appointed, of- 
fcnfively and defenfively. When we moimted to -th^ 
aflault they all fled and left ^e place to us, but ouf 
allidi made two of them prifohers, who were inune<S<^ 
ately rcleafed, and fent ^th oflFers of peace and feood 
trcatmeilt to their fiiendsi on fubmrffion. ITiefe 
conditions they accepted, and came in, bringing with 
them foihe trifling prefents of gold, and feathers of 
the quetzaL 

Having thus effedcd ourbufinefe here, we proceed^ 
fed, according to the dir^ons of Cortes, to ciftabliflt 
a colony. Hereupon there was a diference of opinion 
umongft' us, fbr fomc were for it," but others, who had 
plantations and Indians inGustcacuaIco, were adverfe, 
Dbje6ting to it as an unfit fituatioii for cavalry, and 
laying alfo that dur force in its prefent reduced ftate 
was infufficient, the diftrid being populous, and the 
towns buik in tlie f^hefles of the mountains. Thus 
our party fell into difputes Upon this and other M^ 
jeds ; for our captain, Marin, and Diego de Godoy, 
who was a royal notary and a very bufy perfon, were 

adverfe 
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jKtviei^ tct tbe fiai^* Xktt troubl^ame fellow iSJoiizcy 
4e GradO^ aUh, k a^^;>earedjr w;i8 ppflidiisd of a patent 
ilrom Coftelyril^mg him .^Hc.eiicefiiie^da in.thepra^ 
tiace of Chiapa^ when it was raduccd to obedience. 
By ^rtur of tUs be d^an4^ from Mann the goI(^ 
which bad been obtained from the ladians x>f Chiapa^ 
aad alio that %yhiGb had befn found {n th^ ten^ples, 
^SAOi^nting to pne thou&i^ 6yc hundred crowns. 
ThisiMcuinr^fed^ ^^dg^ t^t it wasjaecdTsLry to, 
employ it in replacing the hou^ wbidx had bee^ 
killed in the expedition. Ail tbefe difierences together 
tvpught matters to. fuch an extremity,^ that our cap-* 
twi put both of them in irons^ determining; to fend 
Be Oradp to Me^dco j as to Godoy, by dint of inter- 
^faSion andpromifes he obtained his rdeafe, Godoy 
fnade but a very bad return to Marin for his lenity^ 
for he immediately entered into a cabal with De Gra« 
do, and it was agreed between them to make a fprmal 
{pmplaint to Cortes agasnfb^^nu i wa;^ ap{^d to 
itfo to write to ^im in exculpation of De Grado,^ bc- 
ffwSk they iaid that Cortes would bdieve my rcpre^ 
Stations. 1 4^d write indec4y but itwa^toflet Cor- 
tes know the true ftate of the cafe, and by no means 
jdbrging Marin with any impropriety. De Grado 
was fent to Mexico under an path to prcfent himielf 
to Cortes within eighty days j that time being aUowed 
pxi account pf the diftance,^ which is upwards of one 
hundred and niwty leagues. 



It 
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P^r¥:^)^o ldUe4 the two feWiojjj cf ;thjtt :p9ftf 

^BSi^^fay we ffiatqhe^'lJtrpug^ a ^WJaa^ fi>. very Tug- 
S&^ tSMrt^j^.fwi^i %»s if«poffi|4Kt6.<nir iw^^ 

Mt&0^i9ffifl9i¥;)?ijritiq}l»^^ b^ ^ H^PfS^i^ *0 .^ 
p^u^4^;» nvw m^ afforded ufc ^TUffe, f<c^l«^e 
named Tapeldla. Continuing our rgj^ite jsy tho 39o^ 
iSuchiapa and C^oyilmdapa di^ds, we came to thofe 
'f>f yie. TepOBrifatg^ and ^tcs^pan lufiwis. v^^ 
Imu^ 'mihcdxif^town^ wU^ beb^ogic^ to my ^ 
ttifity joined jeai^ <ptiwc, m^ form!i4 * -v^ry pqpulq^ 
;bidem»nfiYe ^^u^t K^a? thi» w^ a large and deqp 
tiyct^miSadi it wq6 ttrod&ry to pa&j;^Er^ here \ve xr^e 
Oppofed by, tte pec^k (rflfee to^^ JOM, ticinity i but 
aftar cavfluld^ itdion^ ^b^ein we had iix foldien 
Waondedraiid tbre^fal^i^ kiUed, we put theni tQ 
fii^t) tiiey ail taftang tO^ the mountains ,:^d woods^ 
baring fe&iet fire to tlielr towm We Ibyed here 
Gbze dayi, t&ki^g car^ pfthe wounded; and, having 
laade inany:of the wontqn i^ this p}a^ fpiiiHiersy our 
captain &nk to inrite the people to p^^ace, whjidi was 
accepted^ and they returned to their homeSi Godoy 
wad aver^fecfrom tins iecdty^ and told our taptain that 
theCe pedple who had rds^otted :vnithout any reafon 
fhouVi b^ piihifiied, or at ^ny rate made to pay for 
the horfes jwliich were kil}ed in thfs a&ion. I was of 
a dilGsroat opinion, and thought that lince they came 
peaceably ^hey fliould tiptbe made to fuffer j and giv-i 
ing my opinion freely, Godoy became enraged and 
Vol. IL C c broke 
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iMkc oi*4*fct(>f angry worc^^^ which we ciiiri^to 

H&wfej-aWl^c^^^r fwords:' A good iriariy.cufe 
^ed ISrtw^ftSfii^^^ we^cdiild b6 pirted- jtM' if 

iW^lad-h6i^Kfti^fo, ohc or other of us \*oukr*haVe 
ToR Hs'5fe. 'Mariii, Who was a:^g^e4 aSad^iAflA mzn^ 
^&^ tJic inipW)pKety of ufing harih iik^finfe^ wltk 
Ahefe people, and, rcftdring ^ their property to them^ 
feft'thttninpdfee/-"" : '"rriw.cr,' .^'-^VlT b-x;r; 

We bbhtintied our niar<^, and, poflf^ 
idiftrifts of ^Smatian and Talfttiopaii,*wt-wei% ^ifiaS^ 
i>y k niimbei^^of their archers, Wto igkvse'us k (vcffiey 
Skfhtfreby afbo^fc twenty (rf our Ibldiersf were wJttnde<^ 
and twoliorfesTdHed; arid but that we innaiiediatcly 
it'tadrcd and clrotethem firoih thdr poft^ith^ ^v^ou^d 
have donfe us rtmA mifchi^f/ I tim& ^rUHrvc, thtt 
thefe are the ftrbngeft archers that ever I mct^with^ 
for they dfive their arrdWsl thi-pugh twof^^of ixjt* 
ton mail wdlquiltfed; \;^hi5his a wandttfiil:force* 
Their country is in gtt^tpivt marlh, wbi^hihakes 
whfcn^ fo6t-man walks u^oii it. It wa$ )thcrcfore ia> 
vain topurfufe^the natives, and as for buroflfers of 
peace <]iey tr^atfed them witk^negledl. : Wc^r^fore 
thought it beftto make Oiitjlibof teft way ft) jhtf*. towu 
* ©f Guacsicualco. We rciokcDuJr xoute for^t^^y the 
diftria of Guiniitfg6, Na^ilJta3r'oXuica,:Tcptitlail,.Co» 
pilco, and otheK which 1 do hot tccolIeft> to IHapa^ 
ind acrofs ttie rivers Agaq uaikrfco and Tonala, tor 
Gu^acualco, where the killed liorfes were paid for at 
a penny a poultd* v>.. . 

'As 
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As to De Grac^ *whea he artiycd^ Mexico and- 
waited oa Cortes, the general vm^ h^Uy di{pl^a&4. 
^ith him, teUing him to take thre^ thoviax^ crow9^^ 
and go to the iflandofCuba, and give him and others 
po farther trouble. De Grafio however made iuch^ 
j^olpgi^s that they were afterwards gjpod fiien^^. 



I 



CHAPTER v.. 

TranfaSIiom in Old Spain. 

^ the yqar one thoufand five hundred and twenty^. 

one, our moft Holy Father pope Adrian of L^^. 

baySna fuccecded to the fovereign pontificate. He 

was then governor of Caftille, and rcficje^ m the . city. 

of Vittoria, where our agents wajted upon him to 

kife the foot of his Holinefe^ At; Jthe fame tim^ arr. 

rived a great nobleman frqm Germapy^^ called Mo-^ 

fiur de I^oa, Aamjjerlain to his Majefty, by whom 

he was fent to congratiilate his Holinefe on his eleftion* 

This M, de Lafoa, }ia\ing heard the heifoical adions^ 

4?f the concjueroTS pf Mexico^ and th^ ^eat works 

they had done for the extenfion o£ our hply faith, by 

the couverfibp and baptifin of fo many thoufands ot 

; ^ * indistns,. 
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Indkhsi w^ intepgffed m our bfeWtf, ^d '^p&c& ta 
Ae Holy PontiflF, rt^ucfting him to accelerate the 
bnfliids tvfcerein our agents weite eirrpbyca. This 
fdqiieft yrzs rciiffly gtantcd; for, in^dpehcfent of what 
Was laid before* hj?tt by our agehts, our Hcdy Father 
had received tkuif complaints agaiuft the bilhop of 
Burgos from perfons of high honour and quality, 
whereby our agents were encouraged to proceed in a 
formal accuiation agaiiift him. Thofe who were 
moft a^ve in the bufinels Mrere Fran,cifco diC Montejo, 
Diego, de Qrdas^ the licentiate Francifco Nunez, cou- 
fin to Cortes, and Martin Cortes, pur general's father, 
who were afiifted by many great aiid powerfyl noble-, 
men, but principally by the Di^e de Bejar j and, thuS; 
countenanced, they Iff QUgh^ forward their charge^ 
with great effe£t, 

. The firft was,. that Vdafque? hjid^ bribed him witli 
a diftriftx with tjbie people of wl^ch he worked goH 
nijlnes. Secpndly^ that in. the year one thoufand five 
hundred and {evjenfeen, when one hundred and ten 
of u? ]procut?4 veffels ?t piiJr own cxpenfe an4 f<?t out 
for tlic djifcovery of lilcw $pain, the biihop of BijrgQS 
informed his fttajefty that it vas t>iego de ^elaiquez 
who had dohe fo, contrary tp the truth.^ Thirdly^ 
tliat Velafquez |had fent twenty piOufarid a^owns ia 
goldj^ which hik' nephew Juan ide fcrijalya had obtain- 
ed, to the bi(hop^ and no part' to his MajeSky j and 
that when Cortes^fenta prefent ojf ^old, t'te l^fhop 
feized it, fuppreffing our letters, and fublBtuting 

Others, 
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0tii€rs, aicffMng the fiad pf-^feht to YeMqu^z. Alfe; 
that the biffiop rctauicd one l^df of the tteafiire, and 
when Puertocarrcro applied to him ^r pcrtniffion to 
wait upon his Majeftf , he i^t^ him to he fdzed and 
thrown into prifon, where he died^ -A|fo, that he 
fent orders to the officers of the CzBx de Gontraftadon 
o£ Seville, that they flxonld not give any affiftance to 
Cortes. I^arther, that )iq appointed as officers to the 
military fervice, in New Spain, ii^ch as w^re not fit 
for it, as was the cafe in regard to one Tapia, to 
whom, in order to bring i^bout a piarriage between 
Ms niece an^ the laid Tapia, he promifed the govem- 
roenf pf New Spsdn. Alfo, ^hat he approved for good 
the &lfil relations tranfmitt^d by the agents of Velat 
quez, which he forwarded ^o his Majefty, fuppreffing 
thofe of Cortes, which were the true ones. ITierc 
Vere belldes many other charges, all very ivell fubftan- 
liated, and which he c<ml4 not deny. 

Thelb tiiinigs b<Sng afl Vought to light, his Holi- 
ne6 "was' ple&fed to order that the biiiop of Burger 
ftould have jiO farther authority iit New %>ain, that 
Gortes'iho^dbe dedared governor, thereof, and that 
Vdafi|ueJ5 Ihbuld receive ^Aipen&tioA for the exp^n* 
fes he had been at, and coijld duly prove. His HoU* 
fiefs &nt idfo to New Spain a number of indulgences 
fot the ho%$tak and churches, ^atd was pleafed to di- 
red Cortes and us the conquerors to pay unremitting 
attention to the converfion of the Indians, adding 
^^♦/'inuch it was the duty of himfelf ^d all Chriften- 

dom 
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dom to pray for thofe who hj^daij? ia nmchfor the, 
advancement of our holy feith. He ^o was pleafed 
to.£end to us his holy bulls of abfolution. All thia 
his Majefty grj^cioufly thought proper to confirm, fo. 
fcir as relates to the civil and military eftablifliinentj, 
adding thereto his order to Velafcjuez to give up hi^ 
government of Cuba, on account of his having fent 
out the armament under Narvae? in defiance of the 
peremptory orders of the royal chamber of audience^^ 
^d of the brethren of the order of St. Jerome. The 
Irilhop of Burgojs was fo affefted by the cenfure which 
his holineis the Pope pa0ed upon his conduft, and by^ 
his Majefly's orders in confequence thereof, that when^ 
he retired to his country ftat at Toro he fell dange-i 
roufly ill 

At this period arrived in Old Gaftille Pamphilo de. 
Narvaez, and Chriftoval de Tapia whom the biihop of 
Burgos had created governor of New Spsun, together 
with the pilots Umbria and Cardenas. Thefe perfons 
waited on the bifhop to demand his permifiion to lay 
their accufations againl^ Cortes before his; Majefty^, 
and, as the bifhop defircd nothing better than ta 
hear complaints of Cortes and of us, he ihewed them 
every favour in his power. When the agents of Ve-. 
lafquez perceived this, they gladly joined the party 5^ 
and all together wept to prefer theii^ ctftrg^s^ before 
$he Emperor. 

: . / They 
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They made ftrong accufations againft Cortes ; firft, 
that Velafquez fitted out armaments three timeis to 
his own great coft, and entrufted the co]!nmand of 
the laft to Cortes, wHb broke his en^gement. Far- 
ther,- that when VelafqUez fent Narvaez with his Ma- 
jefty's comnuffion as gbvernor general of l^ew Spain, 
Cortes made war upon ind defeated him. AHb, that 
when the bifhop of Burgos fent Tapia to take the go* 
vernment of thofe countries in his Majefty's name, he 
refufed to obey, knd by main force compelled Tiira to 
reimbark. They alfd accufed Cortes of having ob- 
tained a <iuantity of gold in the name of his Majefty, 
and converting it to his own ufe ; of having taken to 
himfelf a\ fifth of all prfzage; of ha^Hng burnt the 
feet of Guatimotzih i t>f rctsdning the foldiers* {hares ; 
ari^ build&ig palaces ind fortified houfes that- were 
as large as whole villages^ making the inhabitants 
round Mexico work at them, an4 forciiig dieni.to 
draw large cyprefs trees, and ftones, from a great dif- 
ttoce /4ftd that he had given poifcw to ^randfco *de 
Garay, to get from him his troops and fliipping. 
There were many other accufations broiight forwiard, 
fo that his Majefty was at laft tired of hearing them; 
believing them to be tt'ue. 

Narvaez, when admitted into the Emperor's pre- 
fence, addrefied him in his pompous tone of voice, as 
follows :" Your Majefty muft further know, that 
" on the night I was taken prilbner, having your 
^ royal commiffion in my pocket, my eye put out, and 

**in 
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*'■ Ui apprchexilio|i <jf bdi^ buriit alive, for the a|>irti 
f' mtat was ia %flie$, onp of t|6rtes*$ captainj^ Alon- 
^%ao de Ayila, at prdfent prMoncr in Fratoce,. viqJept* 
*My; tore your commiflGba o^^ 
*' whjea Id^imed^ dcclanxjg what ^ was^hp denied 
*' thci^'i^i<^'aiad:6i4 that^t^ were hotods for money 
*^owiflg^ me b)/; BpaiiiardB in JVIpxicOr and 1?^hich I ^n 
'itconiii^ tp enforc^/' At thi*: the^ Ejnper9^ coujd 
notf^jain-fenvia^ : In regard tp*h^ charges^ 

his-Msge&xiid^ he would ^ve orders that ilHck juf- 
ti<<^ flMWid be done; and he forthwith eon!im?uided^ 
i^ffi c«ftaffls lerf^^as-of 4i^ roy^ ppivy cOunci} flKndd 
^ ^mf d *nto acourt <tf iaq^fy tp.hcar, ^ dcddc 
Uj^n theft aflfigalionsk. TI^ yeribns who cpgipofed 
llji^jcoutt ^pc Mprcuvio CataJ^jinario^ graii^id <;hancel- 
kflr.of ItaJy^ Peila ;|(>a, anid dp^Kir De h R^pdie^ 
ffciaJd6$;:Hgmand0 d<; Ve^, l^rd of Gr^jaie^3 th^ 
docbwr Der GatdT^^ sp^d the Uc^tiate, Vsurgasi 

LiBbiSxQMtt ^mDMioe to th^ parties to ce^drie for^ 
^l r acd » andl ajccordiegly they produced their charges 
In ^&xm^^tBi thatt they h^kd been laid before his 
Msgefty. To 'l3j^: charges brought by Velafquei it 
was replied^ that De Cordova wis the difcoverer o^ 
New Spain, who did it with his companions at theit 
Ow«i coft, an4 that V^l^quez was here alfd ariminai, 
in that heord^ed him to go to the ifland of Los 
Guan^, to take Indians by foriie, and ^ake flaves 
of thepju ^ijther^ that sdiniitting he fent J^an dc 
Orijahra tiiititcr, it was notibr the pitqKrfe of co- 

- Ionization, 
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IcmiaatioQ, but coLy for trader That £9r the ex* 

{>»tifes iqcttxajied, the principal part ims bocne by the 

idSSaetM, c^ptsom, apd aot by "Vdafi^uess, aad diefir 

cap^Eokis had there cc^efted tivirenty thoutimd crommay 

Ihe ptiRcipal <past of inhich went fto Vehdquez. .Fai> 

Cher, >thAt %dafqiiez :gave the biihop of Bin^ps la^ 

dis^ in the ifland of Cuba ito fstoaac ^dd, Jiegkfl> 

ingrfais dttty to his Mgefty. Alio, that admittkig 4t 

«^9S^ be Jorho ient ^Igrtes^ it iKte ;by the ai^>robation ^ 

imMaq^Yy and by the provident of God ^ iopr 4hat 

^aaay at&grwqftm m an dg r would ha;\^e failed man under- 

4»mng of iuch danger^ and that Qortes was not ifeat 

42EylumjtoxdoKuze, bift)U> barter; and that his ^- 

tabliihment in the country was owing, not to the in- 

flxuftions of Velafquez, but the inftances of his com- 

jpanwiaE, /for the fewoe of God md his .Majcfty. 

S&} itbfttit twa^ ^w^ Jqtowp, th^t Cortes rqpocted 

the w^b^ of his^jf^q^edings to his Msq^fty, fending 

jther^w^ith 2iU Jhe ;gQW;he had :baen iibkto procure, 

heaadi>$3 aux^anipns.iiwaitingrHs Majeily's further 

ordei^s, pcofixate :on the earth. It was alfo repre- 

&n]^d^'hcwthe Inihop of iBurgds (iipprei^ed the laid 

deiters, and feized the ipref^ts, concealing from his 

ASsLp&Y ^^^ <meritotipusffervice.; and when our agents 

Wanted to obtain p^rmiSion to wait (On his M^gefty, 

he Jthrew ;anc xrf them, Pucrtocarrcro, into prifpn^ 

^h&^ he>di«d ; And lihftt hefbubid the oflicers of his 

A^jefty,. at^yiUe, tP>6irmihus with what we requir- 

3Sd. jAB which was •done by the find biihop, from a 

«praipt:m«ivs,^ ihewanted t^o pi»cui:e ji marria^ 

Vft^. II, D d between 
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between either Velafquez or Tapia, and his niecc^ nam* 
ed Donna Fetronilade Foofeca, asthe^had pronnlife^ 
that: his fon-in-law,fliotild bcl^govemor :of Mexico* 
In fupport of all which accuiations they were ready to 
produce proofs. 'As to the expedition ofNarvJ^z^ 
<mr 3^ents replied, that, in the firft place, Velafquez 
deferved to fuflFer death for difobcdience of hisMajtf* 
ty's orders ; and aMb that he applied himfelf fcdely to 
the luihop, neglefting his Majefty, which was a higk 
difrefpeft; in xonfequence therefore of thp above 
mifdemeanors aiul crimes, our agents prayed that the 
court would be.pleafed to award puniflinient; to 
which the court replied that they would take it into 
confideration. 

to reply to the charges brought againft Cotteshj 
Narvaez it was repi^efented, that on his coming to 
New Spain he fent word to the great King Montezu- 
ma, that he came to refcue him, and thereby caufcd 
fuch a dilhirbance in the country, as produced a dan^ 
gerous war. Hiat, on his arrivai at Vera Cruz, Cor- 
tes had written to him a friendly letter, defiring to 
fee his commiffion, to which Narvaez would make 
no anfwer, but declared war againft Cortes and his 
compaLniohs, notwithftanding that Cortes invited him 
to, and reprefented the neceffity of, an ancricable junc- 
tion, for the gcfod of his Majefty's fer\^c6y' left aH 
ihotild be loft. But Coittes,finding that all- his'offers 
were neglefted, and Narvaez not fliewing him his 
Majefty's commMiph, and knowing the mifconduftof 
-- > " , Narvaez 
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KTarvaez in feizing his Majefty*s oydor, to bring him? 

to pun^ment for fo doing, went to him, dotei^mined 

to' fee his authority, and to know the reafon of his 

>c6nduft, smd that Narvaez had th^i attempted to 

:fiirprife and feize him, of which he could adduce 

proofe and witneffcs ^ amongft others Andres de^ 

Duero, who was at that time with Narvaez. In re* 

•^rd to his caufing the failure of Garay, and poifon* 

ing him at breakfeft, it was replied that the failure of 

the expedition was owing to Garay's awn mifcondud, 

and ignorance of the country. That when Garay 

found his fituatipa hopelefs, he accepted the friendly 

offer which Cortesi hadjpaade him, of an hofpitablo 

reception at Mexico, where an alliance was agreed 

upon between the fimilies, and Garay was to have 

had ^ififlance to eftabliih a colony on the river Fajmas ; 

2^d that if it was God's will to take him from this. 

life, according to the oaths of the phyficians, by a 

^eurify, it was not in tl^e power of Cortes to prevent 

it* Cortes alfo prov^, in anfwer to the charge o£- 

haying retained his Majefty's fifth, that h^ had fairly 

expended it in the fervice, together with fix thoufand 

crowm of his own property : that the fifth which he 

deduded for himfelf was according, to cpmpa49: ; an4 

in regard to the charge of detaining th^ fi^Jdiers' prize; 

money it was replied, that in, th^ capture of Mexico 

very little gold remained to be divided, inafmuch as, 

the wealth of the^ place was alipoft all faHen into the 

hands of the Tlafcaian a^d Tezcucan allies. In regard 

to ii^riung the feet of Guatimotzin, it was done con^ 

trar^ 
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tratf ta the ineEhstioii of Gortefty by kis Ma^filkf^ 
(Acdrs; to focce him tiy diSSsovet what MoAteituma'sr 
treafiirc was coiicealed« la aafwcr to the char^ of 
his biril^gij, k wais ftaled, that they wcw tndjr 
fmnptuoii^ and that the cyprefles arikd ^&es were^ 
^u^ from a^reat difiance, but thatlhe^iaklbtiild^ 
in^ Were for thi ufe and honour of hit Ms^efty^ andl 
hbv fucceffors : that the material werte brought ther 
j^RCiFfal part of the way by water, and thkt? the work 
ur^ carried on by tihe general kbour of t&3> Indian^, 
\Mider the order of Ouatimc^zinv ^ is' diwvf^ the caic^ 
in building the hocfes of the great in tteit towrtry. 
As tothecotnphant of Alonzo de A^^ fo^^y takw^ 
ing the Gomrniffion from Narvaez^ it aj^pic^r^ up^ 
infp€idi6n that there was iM> eottmri^ti^ WhatcJvef ill* 
tbofe pa^ers^ the whole of which were tioAp^ fyt the^ 
fmtchafe of hori^, and other things fimikr ; bitt that 
Cortes never faW tliem, nor Wa4 it dtoni by Ms order, 
lb regard to thef co^niflainCS^ df^ the ^bts agiiirfl Cw^ 
tes, the feet of tfihbria w^e cttt off by the hadd of 
juftice, asf a puniflimcn^ for running aWAy with hi$ 
feip j and Gardenats had refufed to take hii fhare in tJie 
divifion of the gold, confeHting tltait the trficle fltoiild 
be fent to his Majdty, but that Cdrteshad givett him 
dut of his own |5urfe three l:(undted c*owns, which 
Was as much as he deferred, being a peitfdn of Ktdfe 
confideration, and no foldier. In regard to the charge 
fditlve to Tapia, it was alledged, that h^d he come 
t^ Mexico and produced his Majefty -s orders, they 
iJj^ld have beeh ifeceive^ by Cortes, proftfete on the 

ground. 
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grcrandi with afi rdpeft add hn^ttUty 1 \m iig ino^ 

pacity una lb notorious^ (hat it wu the umverfiil ^ 

file, aed advice, of the SpElniardftthcD in New Sjxds^ 

that Conea fl^Duld reiaslia iii the coanmocL Thefis 

^iiarged^ aod exeulpsltieilsr having been duly wdghed 

by the court for five days, it yrais deteimiiied tahqf 

the ^hole 6f the pcoc^cdings before hia M^efty, to« 

gether with tbdr dedflon^ which was aiccordii^;^ 

done. The ientemce whkh they gave waa entirely 

ia favotur of Cortes : the merit and valomr of him and 

thd old conquerors of Mexico were highly praiied^ 

wtd fflence was impofed on Vdaiquez as to his com« 

]^aint8^ he being told that if he looioed for a remu* 

Heration of his expen&s h^ muft icdi it froai Carte$ 

by cooffe of bw. Cortes was adfb dbdared goyemot 

general of New Spaing according to the orders of his 

hoMtilefsr the P6p«. The court tMo approved of the 

wrsnge^ents miade by him in. that country, and 

^uthixriwd him to ntake the diviikHis of the diftrids 

in fuch a. manner as he thought fit. Narvaes^ was 

jrefsrrdd fof redrdi to France, where Avila^ who had 

j^ziE^ hii p&pers^ was p, pr efent prifener ; the pHots 

VrnhGOk and C^deiias dbtained royal fcedules^ grant* 

uig t&diem property in New Spain to the amount of 

one thouiand crowns in tent ; and it was ordained 

than: Cortes's Veterans fh<nU4 all have ismiediate and 

i^pk grattficationS) in lands and Indians, and ihould 

enjoy pl'e-emin^Eice ai^ ptf^cedency, inch as their 

valour deferved. The fcntcnce thus given was taken 

^^ Valladolid to be confirmed by his Majefiy, who 

was 



ja44 THE TRUE HISTORY OF ' 

was then on his way to Flanders, and who <iid con- 
finn and ratify it according. His Majdly ^ogave 
orders relative to the baniflunent of lapfed converts 
in that country^ and forbid the admiffiod of fchohurs 
for a term of years. His Magefty and the king o£ 
Hiingary were alfo plcafed to write to Cortes and to 
us, thanking ns for the fervices wc had rendered. 
Hie afiair being thus decided in our favour, the docu- 
ments were entrufted to Rodorigo de Paz, couitn to 
Cortes, and to another relation of his, named Fran<- 
ciicp de las Ca£ts, who arrived at St. Jago in Cuba, 
the refidence of Vdafquez the governor, where the 
fentence being made known to him, and proqbdmed 
by found of trumpet, he fell ill from vexation, and 
Ihortly after died very poor and miferable* Monlga 
was given by his Majcffy the government of Yucatan 
and Cozumel,.with the lordihip and title. of Don«. 
To Diego de Ordas he confirmed his pc^dBions in 
New Spain, and ennobled him, giving him for. a. coat 
of arms the Volcano <rf Guaxocii^o ; .and* with* thefe 
honours and emoluments they returned to Mexico^ 
from whence in two or three years De Ordas went 
back to CafHlle, to obtain from his Majefty permiffioa 
to conquer the province of Maranion, in which under- 
taking he ioft his life and all his property. The biihop 
of Burgos was reduced to defpair when he l^rned the 
manner in which the afiair had gone, and that ajl hia 
tranladions with Vdafquez bad come to light. 

When 
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When Las Caias and Rodrigo de Paz brought the 
intelligence to Mexico, that Cortes was appointed 
governor of that country, there was univerial re- 
joicing. The.meflengers were lijberally rewarded. 
Las Caias being made captain, and prefented with a 
good diftriA called Anquitlan, and De Paz obtained 
other valuable pofleffions, and was appcninted by Cor- 
tes , his majpr domo and. fecretary. To all thofe who 
came fironi his country of Medellin, Cortes gave In- 
diaiis, and tQ the captain of the vefiel a liberal reward 
in.gokL / • ! . 

Soi^e; readers, rmay be curious to learn how Xhdk 
jmatters came to my knowledge ; to which I rq)Iyj 
that^he co^q>lerors received information of the pro- 
ceedings- of our agents, or procuradors, in four or 
fivp letters written by them from Caftille ; but I ufed 
then to lay often, that it appeared to me that they 
procured only for Cortes and themfelves, and during 
^ that time, we, who had made Cortes what he ws^ 
jemained encountering one danger ^k1 hardihip after 
another; May Crod grant us his protedion, and inr 
Ait into the mind erf our great Cadlar the determina*- 
ti^n to caufe his true and juft intentions to be carried 
btoeffea^ • f 
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CHAPTER VI^ 

Tranfa^idns and Occurrences in Old and Nem Spairu 
Expeditioh agdinjt -itie ^af'oteeans* 

IT appeared to us, thembft andem^ wife and ex^ 
perienced (Tonquerors 6( Me^dcb, that Cortea^ 
Ought now to confider duly who were his Meitds, ind 
ftood by hhti through the whole of Ifis tfiffictrltits 
and dangers, from the firft, and to fettle his accountts 
with Pedro, with Sancho, and with Martin, accord- 
ing to their ddferts, ^wrWdh was to be titjtte by Tccal- 
Img to him thofe wko wtrc fow, and pooi*, i«d«fi- 
tbnunate, and by phtiirg tttcin in good fttufAions, 
According to tlieir dcferts, and Ws Majeft^'s ^wder^. 
M tliis Cortes was bound in duty tb do,as^ote> 
procure for us and cror <!iuldren sdOi the good offides, 
tod emoluments, that were to be ?ild in fliis country 
<rf "New Spain. But, ^Hhat wfrich dott «ot gro^r 
ftom the fldn, *wmgsio<rfay to ft;^ «md fo k feRpi<»- 
td, for infftead of dcSng^is he^ocured fuch for ^o 
vme T)ut hinifelf, «s 4n t*e *ift place the^Wemmettt, 
and afterwards when *e WjBfit ^0 CafMlle, fattd got ififi 
title. But to advert to other matters. In regard to 
the divifion of the country, it was decided by many 
of the yioft experienced, brave and fage conquerors 
thereof, that the proper method would be, to divide 
k into. five parts, one whereof fhould go to his Majef- 
ty, anotiier to be for the eftablilhment and revenues 

of 
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6( tmt holy churchy and Ae otiier three to be givm 
to Coftes, Hid the ritft of us, the true original coh- 
quef dft 6f tht country ; that dkdi fiiotdcl hive a fiiare 
m perpetuity, and in proportion to Us rank and de- 
firtts, and that wej-fbr 6ur parts, who had feTved his 
Majefty here, >?irithotlt putting him to the teaft coft, 
and as Obe may fay widiout his knowledge, he being 
in flanders, would bfe well (atisfi^d therewith, and 
contented, and at our eafe, not wandeiiiig about the 
world as is at preient the cafe, and falling from bad 
to worfe ; for many df us at this moment are with- 
dut a morfd of -bread to eat ; and God knows what 
Will become of our children. 

1 will nbw rthte what Cortes did, and which I call 
a very unfair diftribution. To the veedor CKirinos, 
the factor Salazar, J. de Ribera, and all thofe who 
cami from MedelHn, and to the dependents of great 
ihen who flattered and told him pleafing things, he 
fefufed nothing;. Not that I blame him for being 
^ncitous, for th^re was enough for jflf ; but I fay that 
he ought to have firft confiddred thofe who ferved 
fes Majefly, aAd whofe Valou^ and blood made him 
t^hat he was. But eiiough of this, and now to other 
matters, for it is ufelefs detailing our misfortunes, and 
how he treated us lSk6 vaffals, and how we were obli- 
ged to tak6 to our old trade of expeditions and bat- 
ties ; for though he forgot us in his diftribution of 
property, he never failed to call on us wheii he want- 
id our alfifeihce. However, before I take leave of the 
Vol n. E f • fubjeft. 
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fubjeft, let me mention, that when Luis Ponce de t^t^ 
on came to fuperfede Cortes, we went to the g^neral^ 
to requeft that he would give us fome part of that pro- 
perty which his Majefty had at that time ordered that 
he ftiould refign. He then told us, and fwore it, that 
if he returned tp his government he would provide 
for. us all, and not do as he had done, for which he 
was very forry. As if wc were to be £itisfied with 
promifes and fmooth words* 

There had lately arrived certwi officers of his Ma* 
jefty from Old CaftiUe, amongft whom were Alonzp 
de Eftrada the treafurer, Gonzalo de Salazar the fac- 
tor, Rodrigo Albornos the contador, (Juan de Alde-^ 
rete being dead) Pedro Almindes Chirinos the vee- 
dor, and many others. 

One Rodrigo Rangel, whom I have already mention- 
ed, now came to Cortes, telling him that he had hither- 
to acquired no fame in the wars, and wiftied to have 
a command given him, wherewith to go and conquer 
the Zapotecans, who were in rebellion, and to take 
with him Pedro de Ircio as his private counfellor and 
director. Cortes knew very well this man was not 
fit for any fervice, being a poor,difeafed, miferable ob- 
jed, from the effeds of his fins } he therefore put 
him off, telling him that nation was not eafily to be 
conquered, on account of the high, rugged mountjuns 
which they inhabit, and which are always covered 
with mills and clouds } as alfo that cavalry could hot 

be 
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be brought againft them, on account of tlic bad and 
ilarrow roads which it was ncccffary to dimb like lad- 
ders, each foldier's head at the heels of his file leader. 
However, at laft Cortes agreed to the propofal of this 
man, who was a fellow of a very flanderous tongue, 
and one whom he would have been glad to have got 
rid of in this way, where he was likely to lofe his life. 
The general in confequence wrote to ten or twelve of 
us who were in Guacacualco, defiring that we fhould 
go with him, and I was one of the number thus fe- 
lefted. Thefe Indians are a light and very aftive peo- 
ple, ancl when in the field have a way of whiftling and 
ihouting which makes the hills and woods refound 
again. Having this man with us,it was impoffible to 
cflFed any thing, and, as we advanced under a very 
heavy rain, we came to a village of fcattered houfes, 
fome being upon a ridge, and others in the valley. 
Poor Kangel whined and complained all the way of 
the pain of his limbs, to our great annoyance, know- 
ing it was entirely ufelefs trouble and danger, and that 
the Indians who were fo nimble would deftroy us 
dimbing the rocks in one file, if they made a ftand any 
where. It was at laft agreed, as Rangel grew worfc 
and worfe, to abandon the black expedition, as we 
ufed to call it, and return to our homes. His counfeU 
tor alfo, as he called him, Pedro de Ircio, was the firft 
to advife him to it, aiid,fetting the example by fol- 
lowing his own advice, went home to his town of 
ViHa Rica. Rangel however preferred accompanying 
115 to Guacacualco, which was more grief to us than 

gOlDg 
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g^gwithluEi^mhis^peditipiu Hehad^ic^pes-tli^ 
the hxA, cUm;ate of that cowaXrir aa h^ fai^ woxdd re«^ 
liev^ him of his pa,Ui&.. 

No foQBo; k^ ^€ a^ved ajt. this pl^cc^ dun, he^ 
took in hi$ head ta go upon, aq expedxticm agaioft the 
India^s^ of Cimatcm aii(i Tatupataa, who were i:^beL^ 
liousy for they thoiight themfelve^t focure anKva^ 
thdr g^^t rivcra spid tcembling lo^rflK^ They wer6» 
alfo lormida^ t;^ arriprs, ufing yevy lai^e and ftroog 
hows. Rangelr l^n^ev^ pro4^^H^ hi$ cppiB)il|(Mi &€mh 
^ortes^ and w<f d^r^oiot \mt to obey aijtKl maf ch witliu 
him» to the. munh^ of ot^ hundred bixfe and: foot^ 
Wc a<:cQrdingly let; out, and anri^red ajt a pa£i between 
the mairfiies apd lajk^, where the wji(d^ forcer oi the^ 
Indiiw was, drawn np* ta receive ua^ haying m^dp 
<;ircuhur barrigaii^ erf v<^,^oft tinifcer^ withJI^Ufcci 
hol^ to ihpot thr;Ought and p^liikdeca* Htecfe tbeyi 
g^ye u^. a .heaity widcoxne with a, flight of axrowSj 
a«d :dart3» killing feyon borfcs, and ywnnding Ran- 
gd and eight fcidaeis*^ We had oftenjtold hln^r wl^at^ 
ftojit warriors^tbefc Indies werc^ and, a^ih^ was, %> 
pratingfi^ow, he ncm exclaimed^ by heay;6n, if ht> 
had believed. xi3^ he.woidd not ha:w5:becn in.that j6ok. 
pardy now, and that in futurci we, theoldconqnerorsij 
of the country, fliould be. his. cjq^tains^ and not hi^ 
ours. As foon as our woun4?^: °\^ and hprfc^ ^pr-ei 
dreffed, he begged. I: wouldj go ^nward-to xqQonnoi^e* 
I took with me a very fiercegreyhound which belong-* 
ed to hiiBj^ and, felefting two other foldk.rs for my: 

comrades^ 
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comrades^ defired the iii£wtry to fbUow u» defe, and 
for Rwgd and the cavalry^ that they fhottld keep ai. 
good diftance in the rear. Purfiung our route to^ 
wards Cimaton, we fell in with another poft forti^ 
fied like Ac preceding one, and defended as ftrongly, 
from; whence we recdved a voUey, which killed the 
dag, and wounded noe aiad o^ of my comrades. Jt 
Tccawd an arrow in my leg,.and feven more remained 
in my cotton armour. Lcalled immediately to ibme o£ 
our Indian allies. wk> wene a Kttle in rear of us, to go 
spftd brii^ up all the infentry, but to order the caval- 
ry not to advance, a^ all thenr horfcs would fiirely be. 
kiltsd* When the infantry came up we attacked tho' 
barricade, and fc^ed the Indians from them, drivings 
them to their marfites, M^ere it was impoffible to foU 
low them a fiep^ without d^gcr of finldng and being; 
fmothered. We then advanced,axui halted at a village. 
On the next day we proceeded^ and were encouateredi 
by a large body of Indians^ pofted in a marfh^ This^ 
was an infbnceof theaddrefsofrtfaenativass^ in.choef<^ 
ix^ to meet us in. the jdain, hoping that they could 
draw our cavalry to charge tiiem,.in expedation. that- 
galloping full fpeed they ihould^ run into the marfk : 
and fo it happened j for in fjwtc of all we could fay^ 
to Rangel of their art and ftratagcm, and how necef- 
lary it was to be wiary, he ran his cavalry fuU^ at 
them, and tumUkdi&.hifn£df. the firft, head foremoil;^ 
into the marih, where thelndians begs^to ck^upon- 
hiftjin order toftdze hSmr alive for facrificei 

By 
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By great exertions we got him, badly wounded, 
out of thdr hands, half drowned, and his poor fore 
head expofed and broken. As this country is very 
populous, wic found a village hard by, whither wc 
went to take repofe and drefe the wounded. It was 
abandoned on our approach, but we had h^dly been 
there a quarter of an hour when we were attacked 
with fuch violence, that in the firft onfet they killed 
one of our fbldiers and two hodes, and we had much 
to do to drive them oflF. All this time Rangel was 
complaining of his wounds and bruifes, and the mof^ 
quitos got about him^ in clouds. The vermin aUb, 
with which that country is infefted, bit him to fuch a 
degree that his life was infupportable, for he could get 
no reft day or night, and the rain fell incefiantly. 
He, and fome of Garay's foldiers whom be had 
brought with him, feeing that nothing had been got 
but three very hard fought battles, and that deven 
horfes and two foldiers had been killed, and many 
more wounded, began to grow very fick of the bufi- 
nefs, and to wilh to be quickly at home. But Ran- 
gel did not wifh to have it appear that this retreat 
was a choice of his, and therefore fummoned a coun* 
cil of fuch as he knew were of his own opinion. 

About twenty of us had at this time gone to fee if 
we could make any prifoners among fome gardens 
and plantations hard by : we took five, and on my 
return Rangel called me afide and told me that the 
council had determined to retreat, defiring me to 

bring 
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l3ring over the reft to it. Having known the man 
before, I had a kindneis for him. How, fir, £ud I to 
him, can you now think of returning ? What will 
Cortes and the world fay of you, when they hear of 
your retreat without efieding any thing in thefe two 
expeditions ? You furdy cannot think of returning 
till you have reached the head town of thefe Indians ! 
I will go forward on foot and reconnoitre with the 
infantry. Give my horfe to another foldier, and do 
you follow in the rear with the cavalry. By hea- 
vens, cries out Rangd, (for he was a very loud 
talker) Bemal Diaz gives good advice ; the lot is caft, 
and we will march on. This was accordingly done, 
contrary to the indination of feveral, and we advan- 
ced in good order to Cimaton, the prindpal town, 
where we were faluted as ufual with a flight of arrows, 
and then, on entry, found it abandoned. We burned 
it in part, and took feveral Indians, whom we difmifl 
fed, defiring them to invite their ndghbours to peace 
and amity ; but thofe we fent never returned to us. 
This enraged Range! againft me, and he fwore I 
Ihould procure him Indians in the place of thofe who 
had been liberated. To pacify him I was fsun to go 
with thirty fbldiers, and we picked up fome among 
the marflies,whom I brought to him, and he difinifled, 
in hopes of indudng the reft to come in, but without 
cflFcft. Thus ended the famous expedition againft 
the Zapotecans, and fuch was all the fame Rangd ac- 
quired in the wars. In two years afterwards we ef- 
fcfted the conqucft of thefe countries, the native* 

whereof 
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whereof were converted to our hdy fsdtli, throegk 
the grace of God, and the exertions of the reverend 
father Bartholome de OUnedo, who, poor man, was at 
that time grown weak and infirm. Pity it was, fot 
he was an excellent minifter of the gofpd. 

Cortes had now colle^led eighty thou£tnd crowns 
in gold ; and a golden culverin, which he nan^d th^ 
Phoenix, and had caufed to be made as a preTent for 
the Emperor, was finifhed. It was a fuperb piece of 
workmanfliip. The following motto was engraved 
on it : 

^ Efta Aye nacio Cm par i Yo en fervir os fin jegmido ( 
« y vof fin ignal en el Mundo." 

** The inunortal Phoenir peerleis fweeps the air ;— 
«* To Charles is given boundlefs rule to bear.— 
« Zealous to conquer, at my king's command, 
•* I in my iervices unrivalPd ftand.** 

This prefent was fent to Eurc^ under the eare of 
Dtego de Soto. I am afiot certain if J. de Ribeira, 
formerly fecretary to Cortes, went with it. *I always 
thought him a bad kind of man, from what I obfer- 
ved in htm at play, either with cards or dice : bcfide^ 
this, he had many ifl qualities. 

He however was fent to CafKUe, and todk a fum 

of money with him for the general's father; which 

money he appropriated to his owii ufc, and rfien, tm- 

' mindful 
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fe&indftil of the obligations he had rccdved^ laid much 
ill of Co^es ; and being very ffippant and fluent of 
i^^cedii and having :bcen his fecretaty, he obtsuned 
credit for what he faid, and, combining with the bi- 
ihop of Burgos and others, did him much harm ( and 
would have done more had it not been for the inter- 
ference of the duke of Bejar, who proteded Cortes 
on account of a treaty of marriage, which was then 
on foot, between our general and a neice of that 
duke, named Donna Juana de Zuniga, This, com- 
bined with the feafonable arrival of the prefent, gave 
a favourable turn to the affairs of Cortes* 

In regard to the golden Phoenix, I muft obferve, 
that the motto gave great offence to many, as they 
thought it prefumption in Cortes to fzy he had no 
equat in his fervices. But his friends juftly defended 
him; for who had extended fo far the fame and 
power of his Majefty, or brought fo njany thouCmds 
of fouls to the dominion of our holy church ? They 
sUb did not forget us his affociates, but declared that 
we alfo were entitled to honours and emoluments, 
having earned them, as the Caftillian nobility did 
thofe enjoyed by their defcendants. 

As to the culvcrin, it went no farther than the ci- 
ty of Seville ; his Majefty was pleafed to make a pre- 
fent of it to Iton Francifco de los Cobos, commenda- 
dor major of Leon, who melted it down. Its value 
amounted to twenty thoufand ducats. 

Vol. II. F £ A 
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A fuit wsus connnenced by Maurtiji Cortss wgpiaSt 
ftibera, on account of the money of which the latter 
had defrauded him. While it was yet padding, amf 
as Rib^ra wa^ oh a journey, he ftopped to dine at 
the town of CadahaUa^ where, eating fqme broiled 
meat, he fdl down dead fuddsenly, and without coq->^ 
^8ffion% God pardon his fins ! Amen*. 

tCortes cohtiilu*d to rebuild «id embefiifii the city 
K)f Mexico* It was now as w^ pa<^led by the natives, 
as it had ever been before. He gave them privileges, 
exempting them from l31 tr&>ute t6 his M^dty until 
their houfes were completed, as alfo the caufeways, 
bridged, public edifices, and a<juedufts. In the Spa- 
nifli Quarter, churches aaid hofpitals^ were erefted, un- 
der the care of the good father Barthoiome de CMmc- 
do, as vicar and fupcrior. This i^everend huhcr hadt 
alfo eflablifhed an hofpitai for the ns^ives^ to whom« 
he paid the utmoft attention* 

In compliance with our petition ta his Mbjelly, a» 
formerly related, Don Frandfco de k)S Angeles; ge-^ 
neral of the Francifcans, fent twelve of his order un- 
der the vicarage of father Martin de Valencia* 
Amongft them came father Toribio de Motolinea: 
this furname, the meaning 6f which is. The Poor Bro- 
ther, was given him by the Mexicans, becaufe aH 
that he got in charity he diftributed in the fame 
manner, arid was frequently withbut a morfel to eat* 
He alfo always went barefooted, and wore a tattered 

habitr 
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liibit, and conftanliy preaching to the natives, was 
very f>apiilai: .among: them. As foon as Cortes was 
isfornaed of t&eir arrival at Villa Rica, he gave di- 
Tedions for the 1 road to Mexico to be put in good 
order, honfes to be built at proper Nations for them to 
refrefli in, and the inhabitants (£ aU the towns to go 
out to rdcdive them with reverence, ringing the bells, 
bekring crucifixes and l^ted wa;s candles, and the 
J^aniards to kneel down and kifs their hands. When 
they approached Mexico, he went out to meet tliem, 
and as foon as they appeared, Cortes threw himfdf 
f rotn his horfe to ki& the hands of the reverend vi- 
?ar. Wh^ the natives iaw the general on his knees 
to thofe reverend fathers, Mdth bare £eet and in tat- 
tered habits, they were aftonifhed, and, confidering 
them as gods, they all followed his example, and 
liave continued to do £b ever fince. 

Cortes at this time thought it neceflary to inform 
^is Majefty (^ his proceedings in the converfion of 
the natives, the rebuilding of the city, and the expe- 
dition which he had fent againft the province of 
Honduras under the command of De Oli, who had 
deferted, and embraced the party of Velafquez, on 
which account he had* determined tq fend a force 
againft him. He alfo complained of the proceedings 
of Velafquez, and of the injury his Majefty's fervice 
had fuftained thereby, as alfo by the partiality of the 
bifhbp of Burgos. He remitted at the fame time 
thirty thoufmd crowns in gold to his Majefly's trea-» 

fiiry^ 
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fury, and lamented the unfortunate effeds of thofe 
abufes, as having prevented turn from making an 
ampler contribution of gold. He at thtiame timo 
complained* of one Rodrigo de Albornos, contador ia 
Mexico, who afperfed him from private motives, be- 
caufe he had refufed to give him in marriage the 
daughter of the Indian lord of Tezcuco, adding, that- 
he underftood that this Albomos was attached to the 
intereft of the biihop of Burgos, and vras acduftomed 
to write to him in cyphers^ 

At this time the news of the bifliop's removal had 
not reached Mexico. Albomos, before mentioned, 
fent by the fame veffel his accufations againft Cortes, 
charging him with levying exceffive* contributions of 
gold for his own ufc : that he was fortifyiag cal&s, 
and marrying the daughters of great lords to hi» 
private foldiers, infinuating that Cortes was endea- 
vouring to fet himfelf up as an independent king, 
and ftrongly rqprefenting the neceffity of fending an 
officer with a great force, tofuperfede him. Thefc 
letters came to the hands of the biihop of Burgos, 
who laid them before the whole junto of the enemies 
of Cartes, and this new matter was immediately 
brought before his Majefty. Tliey complained of 
the partiality which they alledged was fhewn to- 
wards him on former occafions, and his Majefty, de- 
ceived by thefe mifrcprcfentations, which were enfor- 
ced by the bold and lofty tone of Narvaez, now iffu- 
f d an order for the admiral of St. Domingo to go 

with 
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With fix liufidred foldiers to arreft Cortes, and make 
jhin) anJTweif, if ke found hhn culpable^ wkh his 
head ; alfo to punilh all thcfk (^ us who had beeo 
concerned in the attack upon Narvaez. As an en- 
couragement, this officer wa» promifed the admiralty 
of Ne^irlSpaiiv, the right c£ which was now under liti- 
gation in the courts. 

The admiral, either from want of money, or be- 
ing apprehenfive of ferious confequences from com- 
mitting hinifelf againft fo able and fo fuccefsful a lea- 
der as Cortes, delayed fetting out upon his expe^ 
tion fo long, that it gave time to the friends and 
agents of Cortes to make a full explanation of the 
circumftances, and alfo of the conduft of Albomos, 
to the duke of Bejar, who immediately went to 
W2ut upon the Emperor, to jreprefent the true ftatc of 
the cafe, and to ofier his life as a fecurity for the loy- \ 
alty and good conduft of Cortes. 

IBs Majefty, being upon due confideration con- 
vinced of the juftice of our caufe, determined to 
fend a perfon of high quality and found judgment, 
and one who feared the Lord, to hold a fupremc 
court of juftice in Ne^ Spain. Such a perfon he 
found in the licentiate Luis Ponce de Leon, coufin to 
the count Don Martin de Cordova. To him his Ma- 
jefty entrufted the bufinels of inquiry into the con- 
dud of Cortes, with full power to inflid the greateft 

punifluncnt. 
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fvim0jtxtm%f in icafc he ikoiM ftfiid Mm guUty. It 
was hcmcvfac two yeajr^ Mi fmhailbtfQre tim go9^ 
.tleinatt A|fny<4 w New Spain* 

I iaifeno^ gone beyoiad the date 0f ptyy mrrakii^c 
two years in advance, to inform tlto reader of thift 
drcumftancc ; and I may now alfo mentiQ&9 that dutv 
|ng the viceroplty of Pon Anthonio de Mendoza, 
that mdl illulbrious nobleman, wprthy of eternal 
xnenipry and hpavenly glory, for his wife and jui); 
jgOYqrnmqitj this £i0ie ^^^Ibornos wrote flanderous 
and ms^nant letters of hiip, as he had done l^^r^ 
of Cortes^ The letters which related to Don Anthot 
nio were all returned from Caftille, into t)^ hand^s 
of that nobleman, and when he had read them, with 
all the perfonal abufe of himfelf that they cpntai^ed^ 
}ke fent for Albornos, and, ihewing them to him, £dd, 
in his mild and flow manner of fpcaking, " Whenc^ 
ver you choofe to m^ me thefubjeft of your letters 
to his Majefty, mind that in future you tell the 
truth $ and now go about your bufinefs, for a knave 
as you are." ITius he left the <:ontador, overwhelm* 
e4 with conjfufion. 
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CHAPTER Vlt 

Expedition of Cortes to Higueras* 

D£ OLI I have already mentioned as having re« 
voked. When Cortes received intelligence o^ 
this^ k made him very penfive ; but, as he was one 
not to be trified with in fuch cafes, he determined to 
fend a gentleman who was hk relation, by name Fran-> 
tifco de las Cafas, with five ihips^ and one hundred 
well provided fddiers, having with them fome of the 
original veteran conquerors of Mexico. 

Las Calas fet out from the port of Vera Cruz, with 
his good {hips, and his pendants 'flying, and with fair 
winds arrived at the bay named El Triumpho de la 
Cruz, where De Oli had efiabliihed his poft. Al«< 
though Las Cafas hoified the fignal of peace, De Oli 
determined upon making refiftance, and, embarking 
a number of foldiers in two armed vefiels, he fent 
them to oppofe Las Cafas, who, being a brave man^ 
was determined to land at sdl events ; he therefore or- 
dered out his boats, and, arming them with fwivelt 
and mulketry, attacked the other party, and funk 
one of their vcflels, k^ng four foldiers, and wound* 
ing many. When De Oli faw this, he thought it ad- 
vifeble to propofe terms of peace, for a confidcrablc 
part of his foldiers were detached up the country, ia 

fearch 
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iearch of another body of troops which was mUdttg 
conquefts there, about the river Pechin. This lalt 
mentioned party was commanded by a captain Gil 
Gonzalez de Avila. 

Dc Oli, as I have already related, being in expefta-* 
tion of the return of his detachment, wiflied for a, 
truce with Las Cafas, which the latter, for his mif- 
fortune, agreed to, and remained at fea, partly inther 
intention of looking out for fome other place of di£l 
cmbarkation, and partly induced by letters from the 
friends of Cortes who were in the troops command- 
ed by De Oli* On that night a hard gale fprung upr, 
by which our veflels were driven on fliore and en-* 
tirdy loft, with above thirty of the foldiers* The reft 
were made pnfoners, after being two days without 
food, and almoft dying with cold, being thoroughly 
foaked in the fait water, and with rain, which at that 
feafon fell very heavily. De Oli was very trium* 
phant on this occafion. He made his prifoncrs fwear 
fidelity to him againft Cortes, releafing them all ex- 
cept Las Cafas. The parties he had fent but againft 
Gonzalez de Avih returned about this. time. It 
feems that Avila came there as governor of Golfo 
Dolce, and had founded a town which he named St: 
Gil de Buena Vifta. De OK on hearing of it fen€ 
his troops againft him, who in tl^jir firft attack had 
taken Avila prifoner, killed his nephew, and a3fo eight 
of his foldiers. De Oli was now in great ftate, with 
two captains as. his prifonersj and, that- all might 

know 
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know his valour, which certainly was very great fo 
far as his own perfon was concerned, he wrote a ftill 
account of his exploits to his friend Velafquez. He 
afterwards marched up the country to a place called 
Naco, in a very populous diftrid, the whole of which 
is now deftroyed. While De Oli remained here, he 
fent out troops on diflferent excurfions ; among others 
he fent a party under one captain Briones, who 
was the firft to inftigate him to revolt. He was a fe- 
ditious fellow, and the lower parts of his ears had 
been cut off, a$ he ufed to tell us, for refufing, to- 
gether with other officers, to furrender thcmfelves 
in a certain fbrtrefs. This man was afterwards hang- 
ed in Guatimala for mutiny. To return to my nar- 
rative : intelligence came to De Oli, that Briones 
with his whole body had revolted from him, and 
gone to New Spain; which turned out to be the cafe. 

' Las Cafas and De Avila being at large, though 
prilbners, (fof De Oli was, too brave to be under any 
apprehenfions from them) concerted a plan with 
fome'foldiers to put him to death, the ifignal for 
which was to be the words, "To me, friends of the 
King and Cortes ; kill the tyrant !" Las Cafas, half 
in jeft as it were, and laughing, then alked him for 
liberty to return to Cortes ; to which De Oli replied 
diat he was too happy to have fo brave a man for 
Ms companion, and did not choofe to part with him. 
*Then,*' faid Las Cafas in the fame manner, " take 
cate that one of thefe days I do not kill you.^' All 
Vol. n. Gg this 

'/ 
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this the other coitf <Jtred fts a jokK j hut the meafurcji 
were taken, and Qpe night after fupper, when the 
cloths were takev ftwajt and the fervants and pages 
had fat down in their apartment, as Juan Nunez de 
Mercado and other fokliers of the party of Cortes, Las 
Cafas, and Avih, were converfing with De Cfli upoia 
the afiairs of Mexico, and the fortune of Cort^ hl^ 
being entirely unfufpicious of thdr defigna, the con^ 
^irators fuddenly drew out penknives and fell upott 
him. Las Cafas feiring him by the heard made a cut 
at his throat, and the others gave him feveral wounds ^ 
but fuch was his ftrength and aftivity a£ hody^ 
that he efcaped out of their hands for the prefent, ca2* 
ling aloud to his people for affiftance, but they were 
all too bufily employed at their fuppcrs to hear hlou 
He then fled, and concealed himfelf among fosEie hufiu 
cs, in hopes of alEftance. Many were in the r& of 
coming to him for the purpofe, but were deterred by 
the cries of Las Cafas not to aifift the tyrant, but to 
rally on the fide of their King and hit general Cor-i 
tes. They firl^ hefitated, and then obeyed ; and Lai 
Cafas immediately gave notice, that whoever knew 
where De Oli wa?, aAd did not immediately reveal it, 
flxould fuflFer cfcath. Information was foon giveij, in 
confequence of which he was made prifener, and, by 
fentence of the two cap4:ains, beheaded in the ttmn 
of Naco, thus paying with his life for having fc^w«4 
evir counfels ; being a very brave man, but of no 
forefight. Cortes had conferred many £givQur# P» 
him ; he held a coi^wiiffion of Ma^e do Campo, h$d 

valuable 
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T^^abfe teikte99 and wta married to Donna PUlippa 
de Aran^^ a hindfiMnePbrtuguefe lady, by whom he 
had dne dau^ter. 

Las Caias and Avtia^ being now free and their ene« 
my dead, joined their troops together, and aded in 
concert. Las Caias cdonizdd Tnudllo in Eftretnadu- 
ra ; Avila fent a meiage to his lieutenant in Buena 
Viibi^ ordering him to remain as he was, and that he 
fiioukl Ihortly receive reinforcement, which he was go- 
iilg to requeflr from Cortes at Mexico. The two cap. 
tains having fet out for that dty^ I will now take my 
leave 6f iix&stk for the pre&nt. 

Cortes, in fome numths after the dq>arture of Las 
Ctfas, began to, grow apprehenfive of a dilafter; not 
that he entertained the leaft doubt of the valour or 
condud of that officer, but he repented, under the 
drcutnftances cf the cafe, that he had not taken the 
command Mmfelf« He was alfo anxious to examine 
the fiate df that province, more efpecially its mines, 
and for thefe reafons now determined to fet out upon 
his journey thither. He appointed a good garrifon to 
tsdte charge of the city of Mexico during his abfence^ 
and provided the different pofts with artillery, leaving 
as his deputies in the government, the tr«furer Alon- 
20 de Eftrada, and the contador Albomoz. Cortes 
did not know the fecret fervices the latter had been 
rendering him at court, or he probably would not 
tave left him in power, although, on the other haod, 

it 
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it is poffiWc tliat he could not hlvfc avoided it. Ky 
^I^inted the licentiate Zuazo alguazil )oa^or of the 
city, and, as alguazil major and agent in hb private 
concerns, Rodrigo de Paz- To thefe he ftrongly in- 
fifted on the ftrifteft attention, both to the intercft 
of his Majefty, and the convcrfion of the natives^ 
ITiis he alfo recomnnended to the worthy fathers 
Motolinea and Olmedo, both holy men. 

In order to deprive the Mexicans of chiefs, in cafo 
they fliould attempt to rife, he took with him Guati- 
motzin the late king, the chief of Tacuba, Velafquez, 
an Indian, and captain under GuatinK)tzin, and feve- 
ral others. There came alfo with us Fra. Juan de las 
Varillas, another clergyman, two reverend fathers, 
Flemings, and good theologians, to preach the faith,- 
and the captains De Sandoval and Luis Marin, with 
many other cavaliers. The fuite, or ofiScers who at^ 
tended the perfon of Cortes, were as follows : a ftew- 
ard and paymafter, a keeper of the plate, a major do- 
mo, two flewards of the houfehold, a butler, a con- 
fedioner, a chamberlain, a phyfician, a furgeon, a 
number of pages of his houfehold, amongft whonn 
was D. Francifco de Montejo, afterwards captain in 
Yucatan, two armour bearers, eight grooms, two fal- 
coners, five muficians, a ftage dancer, a juggler and 
puppet player, a mafter of the horfe, three Spanifh 
muleteers. The general brought a great fervice of 
gold and filver plate, and a large drove of fwine for 

his 
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his'^tabiefSllowed, feedUiig by the way. Three thou- 
fand Mexican warriors attended their chiefs, befides a 
numerous train of domeftics. 



When the party was on the point of fetting out, 
the faftor Salazar, and the veedor Chirinos, either fee- 
ing or afFeding to fee nmch danger likely to refult 
from Cortes quitting the feat of government, and 
finding alfo that they had not been left in any fta- 
tion during his abfence, remonftrated with him, but 
finding it to be no purpofe, they then requefted permif- 
fion to accompany him as far as Guacacualco. To 
this he gave his confent, and they accordingly fet out. 
Cortes was received in all the places upon his way 
with fuch pomp and rejoicing as is not in my power 
to defcribe. Above fifty foldiers and ftraggling tra- 
vellers newly arrived from Caftille joined him upon 
the road, and the general divided his troops in two 
parties^ until their arrival at GuacacUalco, for the 
greater convenience of obtaining provifions. 

During, the journey, the veedor and faftor kept 
.themfelves clofe to Cort(?s, efpecially the latter, play- 
ing a hundred tricks of fervility and obfcquioufnefs, 
and every word he fpoke he was cap in hand, and 
with his fluent fpeech, and fmooth words, as it were 
trying to get him back to Mexico, and exprefling his 
folicitude for his fafety. Sometimes when he was 
riding by the fide of the general he would fing, '^ Aj 

" tio 
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M tid bohrjtttionos, ay do bdvimonba*'* Thdn Con 
tea would biigh at liiaii and rcplji fiogtngt 

<<^Adelante mi fobrinoy adelmte mi fobtinot 

*< Y no creais in agueros^ que fcra lo que dtoi qnifier^ 

•*Adelantc mi fobrino.*' 

^ Oh go6d onck let us retoni. 

** Forward^ dear nephew, forward, 

^ Truft in God, and never heed anguriec^ 

Quitting the fubjcft of our fadpr and his ddicate 
fpceches, I have now to mention how a majrriage took 
place on the arrival of the party at the town of Ojeda, 
which is near that of Orizava, between our linguiil^ 
Denna Marina, and Juan XaramUlo. The next place 
they came to was Guazpaltepeque, in the diftrid of 
Sandoval* As foon as intelligenco reached Guaca- 
cualco of the advance of Cortes to Guazpaltepeque^ 
all the Spaniards of that fcttlement came thirty-three 
leagues to receive him. This I mention that the 
reader may fee what fear and refped he was held in 
by us. Proceeding beyond the place laft mentioned^ 
in croffing a large river, fortune began to frown up- 
on us, for three of our canoes overfet, whereby fqmc 
plate and other valuables were loft ; for that rivar is 
fo full of alligators that there was no recovering any 
thing. Faffing Illuta, when we came to the river by 
Giiacacualco we found three hundred canoes fattened 
two and two to carry u§ over ; here we were received 
under triumphal arches, and with various feftivities 

reprefenting 
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liej^efimting fldnnifiies of Chriftiant vid Moors, to- 
gether with fireworks and other ihows of that IdiuL 

Hare Cortes remained fix days, during which time 

the fa^or wa3 continually founding in his cars the 

burthen of his old fong. He alfo told him of fecret 

pr%£tices of the contador and the treafurer, (who 

t^^i^ that he was, the fon of his Catholic Majefty) 

and in ihort a nuxnher of ftories, the drift of all which 

wa«9 to induce Cortes to fuperfede the prefent depu«* 

tjks, and put hin¥ and the veedor in their places. In 

thU he too well fucceeded i for by his arts he obtained 

&om the general a deputation for himfelf and his 

%([ociat« the veedor, to hold the government of Mexi-' 

€0, in cafe they fhould judge that the prefent deputies 

ip^led in their duty. Thefe intrigues caufed much 

^fOuUe afterwards in Mexico, as I will relate at the 

proper time. The reverend father blamed Cortes for 

what he had dope, and foreiaw the con&quences that 

fpttowed* Th@ veedor and fa^r now took their 

l^ves, with fi^<;h ten4ernefs and a&^on, the latter 

I^^i^diAg to lob and cry with forrow at parting, 

that it was ridiculous to fee it. The' fellow had, by 

the tricks of his friend Valiente the fecretary, got at 

that time in his pocket the documents he wanted for 

the furtherance of his views in Mexico, of which, as 

I before pbieryed, I will fay no mqre for the prefent, 

but continue the narrative of our painful journey ;, 

for I left thi^ pl^ce with the general, and attended him 

%ovgh<?ut. 

Cortes 
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Cortes how fcnt orders to one^bE his major domos^ 
Simon de Cuenca, at Villa Rica, to freight two light 
vcffels with bifcuit of maize, (for at that time there 
was no wheat in New Spain ) fix pipes of wine, oil, 
vinegar, pork, iron, and other neceffary articles, and 
to proceed with them along the coaft, northward, un- 
til he Ihould receive further direftions. The general 
then ordered all the fettlers of Guacacualco.who were- 
fit for fervice to join his expedition. I have already 
mentioned how this colony was formed out of the' 
moft refpeftable hidalgos, and ancient conquerors of 
the country ; and now that we had reafon to; expeft 
to be left in quiet poffeflion of our hard earned pro-- 
perties, our houfes and farms, we were obliged to un-^ 
dertake an hoftile expedition to the diftance of five 
hundred leagues, and which took up the time of above- 
^ two years and a half. But we dared not fay no^ 
neither would it avail us. We therefore armed our* 
felves, and, mounting our horfes, joined the expedi- 
tion, making in the whole above two hundred and 
fifty veterans, of whom one hundred and thirty were 
cavalry, befides many Spaniards newly arrived from 
Europe. 

I was immediately ordered to march, at the head 
of thirty Spaniards and three thoufand Mexicans, to 
a diftria named Cimatan, which was in rebellion, 
with direftions to quarter my troops on the natives, 
and, if I found them fubmiffive, to do no farther in-- 
jury, but if refradory, they were to be funimoned* 

intelligibly. 
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Int^igiblf, tiiree maesj in prdence of a royal nbtaiy 
and ^^ropcT witnefles, and in cafe tl^y porfified, I was 
to make war on, and compel them to fubmit. The 
orders which I received from the general I now have 
in my pofleffion, figned and iealed by him, and coun- 
teriignfed by his fecretary, A. Valicnte. t found the 
people peaceable, but in ^ few months after, in con- 
fequence of the fettlers o^ Guaca^sdco being with- 
drawn, they broke out again. However, they being 
in the ftate that I have mentioned, I made no delay, 
but fet out with my detachment to rejoin Cortes at 
iqiunapa. 

The general, with the reft of his troops, leaving 
iGrtfifcc^cualco, proceeded to Tonala, croffed a river to 
Ayaqtitalulco, croffed another river, and, feven leagues 
diftant an arm of the fea, upon a bridge of half a 
quarter of a league in length ; a moft aftonifliing work 
in fudi a fituation, and conftrufted by the natives of 
the country under the infpedtion of two captains, fet- 
tlers of Guacacualco. They then proceeded to a large 
river named Mazapa, which $ows by Chiapa, and is 
named by mariners Rio de dos Bocasj this they 
croffed in double canoes, and, proceeding through 
fome villages, came to Iquinapa, where my detach- 
ment joined them. We then croffed another river 
on wooden bridges, alfo an arm of the fea, and came 
to a great town named Copilco, where the province 

Vql. II. H h of 
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of Cliofitalpa b^;iiU9 «hick was wiyifotrnJous^ odvMw 
ed With pliiA«itk)M of oKoa, and parfe6dy tranqiuL 



From Copilco we marched to Nicaxuxuica, and to 
Zagutan, pafiing another river, in wMch the. general 
loft fome articles of his baggage. The laft mentioned 
town was found by us in •a ftate of pfeace, but the in*^ 
habitants fled during the night. Cortes ordered 
parties out to fcarch the woods arid msike prHbnersi 
which was a very ihconfiderate thing, and produflive 
of bad confequences. We found, it is true, after 
much trouble, feven chiefs, and fome others, tut they 
all made their efcape from us again during the night, 
and wc were thus left without guides. At tMs period 
arrived at our quarters fifty canoes from Tabaico^ 
loaded with proviiions, aUb fome from a {Renamed 
Teapaki in my encontienda. 

We proceeded on our march to Tepetitan and Izta* 
pa, crofling a great river named Chilapa, at which 
we were detained four days making barks. I pro- 
pofed to Cortes to fend five of our Indian guides to 
a town of the £ame name, which I undcrftood to be 
on the banks of this river, to defire the people to 
affift us with their canoes. Cortes affented^ and it 
was done. We procured fix large canoes,\ and alf6 
prbvifions. We were Tour days in paffing. 

From 
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IPrcMp ilm we went on t^ Tcpetiua^ which jwas de« 
pc^lated and Inirnt in coniequence of a civU war. - 
For three 4ays of our m^ch from the river of Chyfir: 
pa> our horfes w^sreia^im^ft coi^ntiy up to the girthft- 
iflt the marfhy grounds which we had to j»fc#, \Rc, 
then reached apAice nap^Jztapg, the inl^lbitaats 
of which h^d^d. We fenuin fisarch^f th^oit and: 
fevoral chiefs and oth^ were btxM^ght in, who,, be- 
ing treated Jdi^y, xmu^ the general ^ prcihnt of 
fome triflirig ;flu*ides in goW* We halted hei^efin: 
three days, on^ account of the ptnty of corn and- 
grafe. CQd:e$ alfp appr<>ved of it for the fcite of a 
colony, it bdng furroundedby many towns, wfeifh- 
niight h^ ^w^d to^it is depcmdencies. F^om ;the 
travclU]^ mcfdijmts h«c^, Cortes obtained inforgji^-; 
tion as to^hisjuture r^t;e, producing to thenva map 
paiHted.(H^ iJiQth« wh^ereqn was reprefented the .w^ry* 
which he was t<:),take to r^ach Huyacal^, which means 
Oreat Acala} i( being (o qaUed to diftinguiih it from 
another place of that nw^* Th^ told him that the 
way he was to tal^e ^as mu^h interfered by river^ 
and that in order (o reach a place named: Tama^^e- 
pcque, three days' journey diftant, three rivers and 
an arm of the fea were ^0 be crowed. The general 
in confc<]^uence gave orders to the thiefs to conftruft 
bridges at the proper places, andalfo tQ^ bring canoes ; 
neither of which was obeyed. 
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The three days which the natives aflured us the 
journey would take up., turned out to be no le& than . 
icTcn J but they fiicceeded in gettmg rid of us, and 
we fet out, provided only with roa(ted maize and' 
roots fufficient for three days. We were ol^ged to 
conftruA bridges of timba?, at wlu<h all laboured^ 
from the general downwards, ii^ch detained us three 
days, during which time we had nothing to eat but 
a certain wild {dant named Quexquexque, which in- 
flames the mouth and tongue. When we had crofied 
this inlet we found no road whatever^ smd we were 
obliged to open our way throiigh the woods, as it 
were, fword in band. Alter labouring thus for two 
dftys in hopes of reaching the place which we were^ 
in fearch of, we became totally iin deQnur. The trees 
w^re fo thick thiat we could not fee the fun, and 
when we afcendcd. to the top of one we could not, 
difcover to any diftance« Of our three guides aUb 
two had fled, and the third was. incapable (^ render- 
ing any fervice. Cortes, whofe refourc^ were in- 
exhauftible, guided himfi^ by a mariner*^ compafe, 
and by his Indian map, according to which, the town 
we were in qucft of lay to the eaft. Cortes himfelf ; 
was however forced to acknowledge, that if we were 
one day more without dMcovering it, he did not know 
what we ihould da 

Fortunately we at this time perceived the remains 
of trees which had been formeriy cut, and alfo a 
iinall lane or path ; and Lopez the pilot and I return- 
ed 
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cd to rcpcttt our difcovery to the general. Our nexss 
revived the ^rits oif the army, and we pufiied for- 
ward to a* vifiage on the t^>p(^te fide of a river, 
where, thoioigh the hikMtaatfr had abandoned it, we 
found i^dBciency of provifions for ourfdves and our 
horfes. Bartie^ were immediately fent out in queft of 
the natives, and they foon returned, bringing with 
them many chie& and ptieftg, who, being well treat- 
ed, procured us a jdentiful fupply of provifions, and 
pointed out our way to Izguantepeque, which was 
three days' journey, or fixteen leagues diftant, from 
this town of Tamaztepeque. During our journey 
hither we loft our fts^e dancer by fatigue, as aUb 
three of: tte newly arrived Spaniards, and many of 
the Mexicans were left to die upon the road* kcama 
aHb to he difisovered that fome of their chiefs had 
&ized two w ^ee of th« natives of the places 
through which we pafled, and concealed them with 
the baggage, until through hunger they had killed 
and eaten them, dreffing the bodies in their manner, 
which is, by a kind of oven ms/Ae with heated ftones 
vhich are put under ground. On inquiry it was alfo 
foxmd out that they had dcme the fame with two of 
our guides who had fled fircun us, but were retaken. 
Cortes feverdy rq)rehended all thofe concerned, and 
one of the reverend father Frandfcans preached a 
holy and wife fcrmon on the occafion, aftec which, 
by way of example, the general eaufed one, againft 
whom it was mofl clearly proved, to be burnt ; for 
though all were equally guilty, yet in, the prefent cir- 

cumftances 
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cumftanc^ one exana{)te v^» judged fitffid^U Ab 
ior our poor mufictana witk their viftramentS) thm^ 
iackbutg, and dttldmers, thejT.fdt the k9& 9f the re^ 
gales and feafis of Cafiitte, atid novir their harmony 
was ^opt^ tfxccf^g one only, whom the foldiers nfed 
to eurfe whenever he ftruck ufs ^ying it was maise^ 
and not mttfic, that they wanted. Some perfons han^ 
aiked me how it happened, that fisce neceffity has no 
law^ we xfid not, rather than Ibirve^ lay oior hancb bx% 
the herd of pigs which Cortes brc»ight widi him. Ta 
this I reply, that they were not within bur fight or 
feach, und the genoral's .Rewards whoN^wt a fly, art-i 
ful fdbw, £dd that they h^ afl been eaten by the al-* 
ligators inxroiling the i#<rer» Qat ixk reality they had 
them fi>ur d2ys^ march? behind themcwy^ On oizp 
route we made crofies i^ the tiviag trees, and put in-^ 
fcriptions ;oh them^ ikym^ ^ f|ere paffijd QQttt$ dst^d; 
his army at fucb- a timte/* . 

;.'. • ■ •..':! r . • . . 

The hidians oF Tamifeftejpeqne fcnt forward to 0\ii^ 
next ftation^ Ciguatfepeaad, to inform the peoi^e erf 
our approach, and reiiiove their apprdienfions. They 
alfo, to the number of twerity, attended v^ thither,, 
where, being arrived and halted, Cortes wa$t anxious^ 
to knbw the courfe of alai^ river which flkws by 
that town; Upon inqtury he found that it difcfeirgeci 
itfelf in certain inlets of the fea, near the towi^ named 
Gueyatafta, and Xicalango, and thereby he thought 
that he could conveniently fend two Spaniards to the 
north coaft, tq obtain information relative to his 

fhips. 
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SAps. One c^ his meffca g c r s was Fraadico dc Medi« 
Ha, to whom he ga;ve a joiiit commiflion o£ csptaiii 
mtfa SimcHi de Cueaca, his officer whom he had em* 
^yed to Crdght a«d ioiamand the ihips. De Medi- 
fia was an able and di%eM «an, and wdQ acquainted 
with the country : it would have been better however 
on the prefent occaiion if he had not been entrulkd 
B4th ^Btdi powers, as wfll appear. De Medina, having 
gon^ down the river to meet the veffds, and having 
arrived at Xiealcmga, where they were at anchor 
watting to hear from Cort^ prdented the general's 
letters to Cuenca, and alfo produced his own com- 
miffion as captsun. A ctifpute immediatdy enfucd 
^ween thefe two officers rdative to the chief com- 
mand, and each being fup^orted by a party, they had 
recourfe to arms, and fought until there were not 
^ght Spankrds on boA fides left aUve. When the 
neighbouring Indians perceived this, they fell upon 
the furvivors, put them to death, and dcftroyed the 
two ihips, fo that we cfid not, for two years and a 
hitf, know what was become dF them. 

Wc were in£e>rffied, at our prefcnt quarters, that 
Ihe town of Gtieyacala was diftant three days' march 
front ^H, and tlwit our way was acrofe deep rivers and 
treniWing «i2a:fees. -Cortes accordingly Cent two 
ftl^fcrs to exannne thera, who, founding and trying 
the rivers, came back and reported diat they were 
pafl&tWetyconftnKaing wooden bridges acrofe them, 
but as to the marihes, which lay more diftant, and 
• V which 
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wUch were the xnoft xnateritly they macfe no exanuikU 
cion at alL Cortes. a]fo tent me and one Gonzak> db 
Me:(ia forward to Gueyacala, with fome guides who 
offered themfeltes, from our pife&nt quarters. We 
fet out accordihgly, but in the night our Indiaiis 
left us, for it &emed that the t^o nati<»)s were at 
war^ and we were now forced to rely entirely on our^. 
felves. Whett we arrived at the firft town belonging 
to the diftrid of Gueyacab^ which is the diief pver 
about twenty others^ the inhjilntants of it fhewed 
fome figns of jealoufy^ but we fopn reconciled them^ 
This diftrift is much interfered by lakes, rivers, and 
trembling marfhes. Some of the dependent towns 
are in iflands, and all the communi^tion is by canoest. 
We invited the chiefs to go and wsut vqpon Gbrtes^ 
but this they declined, on accoiynt of the hoftUity be- 
tween the two nations. It feems that on the firft day 
of our arrival they had no idea of our force, but on 
the next they had received further intelligence con*^ 
cerning it, and treated us with more deference* They 
promifed that they would provide every acconmioda- 
tion for our people on* their arrival, and while we 
W^te engaged in difcourie with them On thefe fulfsfls, 
two Spaniards fent by Cortes brought me Jicttfars^ 
wherein he ordered that I fbould within three days 
meet him with all the provifions that I «puld coUed^ 
for that he had been deferted by the natives, and was 
on :hi5^. way to 'Gueyaqalft without any aeceflkries 
whatever. Thefe Spaniard^ alfo; informed pnac^ . that 
four of our foldi^rs, who ,ba4 been detached by Gor«- 

tes 
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tes Ugher «p the riv«r, had not returned^ and were 
ifiippc^ed to be murdered, as afterwards appeared to 
he thec^ 



Cortes purfued his march, and was for four days 
employed in conftruding his bridge acro6 the great 
river, during which time the army fuflfercd dreadful- 
ly from hunger, haidng left their laft quarters with- 
out any provifions whatever. Some old fddiers cut 
down trees refemWing the palm, and procured nuts, 
wMch they roafted and eat : a very poor rcfource for 
fo many* On the night that the bridge was finifhed 
1 arrived with one hundred and thirty loads of com, 
honey, fruit, and fait, and eighty fowls. It was dark, 
and Cortes had made mention of his expcftation of 
my arrival. The confequcnce was, that the foldiers 
waited for me, and immediately laid violent hands on 
every atom of provifions which I had brought, not 
leaving any thing for Cortes or the other officers. The 
general's ftcward and major domo cried out,' *• This 
is for the general," and ^ Do not touch that,'^ but 
it was to no avail : the fiddiers faid that the general * 
and the others had been eating their hogs, while the 
poor fiddlers were /amiflung ; and neither entreaties 
nor arguments could induce them to leave him (b 
much as a fingk load of corn. Cortes loft all patience 
vii^xi he heard of it, and fkiroTc that he would make 
inquiry and puniih thofe who had committed the out- 
J^e, and who had talked about the hogs. But he 
fcon found that this was merdy crying in the defert. 
Vol. n. I i He 
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He then blamed me, but I tdd him that a gdwd 
ihould have been appoiiited to receiye the provifiou 
when they were brought in, for that hunger knows 
no law. As he faw there was no remedy, he return- 
ed to me, and, captain De Sandoval 'beipg prefent, 
oddrefled me with good wcwrds, faying, *^ My dear 
friend Del Caftillo, I am fare that you have left fome- 
thing behind you on the road for youriHf and our 
friend here ; do let us go together, and permit me to 
%fliare it with you." Sandoval alfo faid that he vow- 
ed to his God he had not fo much as a handfiil of 
maize. When thus applied to I could not refuie 
them. " Well," laid I, " when the foldiers are all 
afleep, come with me, and take ihares of what I pro- 
vided for myfelf and thofe with me;" which was, 
twdve loads of maize, twenty fowls, three jars of 
honey, fruits, and fait ; I had ;dfo fome women^ to 
make bread. They both thanked and embraced me, 
and fp we efcaped famine for this time. Cortes iiS= 
quired how the reverend fathers had fared ; but there 
was no caufe of apprehenfion for them, as each foldier 
gave them a portion of what he had obtained. Siach 
are the hardihips attendant upon expedition in tin- 
explored countries! Our general, feared as he was 
by the fiddicrs, had his provifions jnllaged, and was 
in danger of ftarving^ and captain Di^ Sandoval would 
not truft any one, but went himfdf to get his ratioir 
from mg. On continuing our march, when we had 
advanced about a league from tile river, wo oune to 
tliofe dei^^rate trembling marfhes. Here our horfei 

^erc 
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VfCtt near being all fmothered ; but as the difiance 
iitas not above half a how ihot. between the firm 
ground on each fidq, we contrived to draw them 
through it by main force, and when we had gotten" 
2icro&^ after returning thanks to God, Cortes fent to 
6Udyacala for a frefli fopply of provifions, of which 
he took care not to be jplundered as on the former 
occafion, and cm the enfuing day the whole of our 
party arrived, at an early hour, in the town of Guey- 
dsaisLj where the cbiefe attended, and had made ample 
pi^iaradons for our reception. 

1 - Cortes, having done whatever was necefiary to con- 
ciliate the good will of thefe people, inquired of them 
relative to his ftiture march, and alfo, if they had ever 
i^eceived any intelligence of ihips being on the coaft, 
«r of any fettlement of Europeans there. They told 
him, that at the diftance of eight days' journey there 
^re many men with beard»like ourfdves, who had 
horfes, and three fliips with them. They alfo fiimiiL- 
ed him with a map of his route, and offered their af-- 
fiftance during the march ; but in anfwer to his de- 
mand that they would open the way for us, they r&. 
prefented to him the difobedience of fome of their 
ckpendencies, and expreffed their wiflics to reduce 
them to fobmiffien by our means. This duty he 
gave to Diego de Mazariegos, a rdiation of the trea- 
fcrer Alonzo de Eftrada, as a compliment to hjm, and, 
icalling me afide, he defired that I wouldr attend him 
9poji the occafion ^ his coijinfellor, from my expe-' 

rience 
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riemre in the affair^ of ike ccmntrjTi TI4& I &mU 
not no^ mention^ nor do I afl& a btaaft^ but it ia my 
duty as an hiftorita, and further^ it vt2s well knovrB 
to the whole ariny^ and hb UhjeSkj wis iiifiQntied of 
St in the letters written to him by Ck>nes. About 
eighty of us went with Mataricgoh upon this occafion* 
When we arrived^ we found the diilrift in the beft 
diijiofition poflible} the dde& returned with i;^ ta 
wait oh CorteS) and brought With them a moft p^a^ 
tiful ixipptf of provifion^ bi about fotir days after 
this, all the native cbieft deferted us, and we w«re 
left with only three guides, to purfue our route, which 
we did, croffing two riinsl:^ to anodier town in the 
diftrift of Gueyacala, wirich we found is^band(Mied. 

Here ^nas tire fcenc rf the death of Gnatiinotsm^ 
hik native king of the Mexicans, it i^peared thi^ n 
plot had been ent^d into by this unfortunate man, 
together with many oth«%t)f hb hobiltty^ tomucdcr 
the Spainiards, and return to Mezko^ and that, en 
their arrival, d^ey intended to ilmke a jundian of all 
thtir f(Mx:es, and attack the S^tfii garrijfon, Thdr 
treafon was comtounfcatedto thfe general by two lords 
named Tapia Ind Juaa VelJifiiueS) who hadccnnmand* 
ed ttoder Ouatimot^in during the fiege. As foon as 
Cortes :got the knowledge of it he took the iafornia- 
tions, trtjt only 6f tlrefe two, Iwit aHb ctf feveral othera 
concerned. Their confeffion was, that^ perceiving 
we marched without precaution, that difcontent pre- 
vailed, that many of Our foldlets were ^k, and pro* 

viiions 
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yifions fo Icarce that ten l^umiardd had (Ued of hunger 
ab£cihi^y> and others had returned to Mexico ; <;oii- 
fidering aUb the uncertainty of our fate and delHna- 
tidn ; they had decided, that dying at once was prefer* 
able to g|cHng with us any farther. They had there- 
fore rdTolved to tfy their fwtunes, and fall upon us 
at the pa&ge of fome rirer or marfh, their numbers 
beitig an encouragement to the attempt, as they ex- 
ceeded thr^e thoufand wdl armed n^n. Guatimot* 
!»n dentisd that the whole of the Mexican force was 
cdncerfied in this plot, or that it would have ever 
he&ij to his knowle<%e, carried into cSeA. But he 
adb^itted that it had been heard, though never ap- 
proved of, by him. The prince of Tacuba declared 
that aH which had ever paffed between Guatimotzin 
and hira was, frequent declarations that to lofe their 
Uvcs at once would be i»referaUe to wafUng in the 
manner they were, in a flow death, by hunger and 
fatigue, and fedBg the diftrdSes of their friends fuf-^ 
ferii^ around them. Without any more proofs 
whatever, Cortes ordered Guatimotzin and his couiia 
the prioce of Tacuba to be hanged immediately ; and^ 
the pi^q^ations for the execution being made, they 
were brought to the place, attended by the reverend 
Others. BcSorc he was executed, the king, turning 
round to Cortes, faid, " Malintzin ! now I find in 
what your falfc words and promiies have ended— in 
nay death. Better that I had fallen by my own 
bands than truft myielf in your power in my city of 
Mexico. Why 4o you thus unjufUy take my life ? 

May 
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May God demand of you this innocent blood ! *' The 
prince of Tacuba only iaid that he was haj^y to die 
by the fide of his lawful Ibvereign. Thus ended the 
lives of thefe two great men, and I muft fey like 
gdod Chriftians, and for Indians moft pioufly ; and I 
heartily pitied Guatimotzin and his coufin, having 
feen them in fuch great fof tune and fituations. They 
behaved very Ipndly to me during our march, doing 
me many fervices, efpedally giving me Indians to car- 
ry grafs for my horfe ; and I alfo declare that they 
fuflfered their deaths moft undefervingly, arid fo it 
2^peared to us all, amongft whom there wm but one 
opinion upon the fubj^ftj that it was a mpft unjuft 
and cruel fentence. 

We continued our march afterwards with gFcat^ 
caution, from apprehenfions :of a mutiny atihong the 
Mexicans on account of the execution of thek chiefs 5 ^ 
but the wretches were fo exhauAed by famine, ikk- 
nefs, and fatigue, that they did not appear even to 
think about the matter. At night we arrived at a 
village which wis abandoned by the inhabitants, but 
on fearching we found eight priefts, who readily at- 
tended us to Cortes. He defired them to call back 
their neighbours, and that they fbould receive nq in- 
jury. This the priefts readily promifed, requefting,^ 
at the fame time, that their idols, which were in a 
temple adjoining the building wherein were the quar- 
ters of Cortes, fliould not be touched ? which the 
general agreed to, but took the opportunity of ex- 

poftulating 
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poftulatihg with them' upon the abTurcfify of venerat- 
ing* what was in reality no more than day and tini- 
ber. Hie priefts fecmed very wiHing to embrace the 
true doQxine, and brought us twenty loads of fowls 
and maize. To the queftion put to them by Cortes, 
how many days* journey, or fiins, it was to the place 
where were the men with beards on their faces, and 
who rode horfes, they replied, feven ; that the [dace 
was name& Nko.; and they offered to be our guides 
tUther. 

Cortes caufed a crofe to be fixed in a krge ceiba 
tree dofe to their temple, which, as I have before 
mentioned, joined to the building whierein he had 
taken his quarters. He was at this time very ill tem- 
pered and {ad. He was vexed by the difficulties and 
misfortunes which had attended his march, and his 
ccmfdence upbraided him with the death of the un- 
fortunate Guatimotzin; He was fo diftrafted by 
thefe thoughts that he could not reft in his bed at 
i^it^ and, getting up in the dark to walk about, as 
a rdidF:£rton Ws ansictfies, he went into alafge apart- 
ment /friiere fome of theidids \i^ere worflupped. 
Here he miffed his way, and fell from tbe height of 
twelve feet;^ to the ground, receiving a'delperatd 
wound ^and xontufions in his head. This circunu 
ftance he tried to conceal, keeping his fuffcrings to 
himfelf, and getting his hurts cured as well as he 
c^d.^ 

Quitting 
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Quitting this place, we arrived In two days at t 
diftrid, /the people of which are called the Mazotecas^ 
and found a newly built town, fortified and barricad.- 
cd, with very ftrong paliiadoes in two cirdes, one of 
which was like a barbican, with loop holes, and 
trenches funk before it. I^e part which was not 
fortified in this manner was defended by a perpen>- 
dicular rock, the top of ^wdiich was ]^kd with tUmu 
fiiaped for the fling. It had aUb a parapet, and there 
was on one fide of the town an impaflable marih. Oji 
entry we found every houfe filled with provifions of 
whatever idnd the country afforded, and a mzgmnc 
ftocked with arms of aU forts, but not a fingle human 
being. While we were expreffing our aftoo^Sunent 
at thefe circumfiances, fifteen Indians came out of the 
marih, and, addrefling us with great fobmifiion, inr 
formed us that they had been driven to the conftruo* 
tion of thk fortrels, as a laft refour<% in an unfoo^ 
cefsful war, in which they had been engaged witln 
fome of their neighbours, whom, as' weft as I recolleft» 
they called the Lazandones. It feemed to be a war- 
fart of plunder on each fide. The name of this d^rid 
means in their language a country idxiundiiig witii 
game, which it was very well entitled to be call^ 
Two of the Indians attended us from l^i$ place, jmd 
communicated to Cortes what they knew of the fet^ 
tlement of the Spaniards^ 



We 
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We <io«rtiaveIlfidtiar0u^a;:jpantryci^ 

wn fifHj fig xrfvaft fibbs ^rithwt » tr^. 1)^ ^ tif. 

liibe £ia was txcefiirc, and liie 49er wlufh fed pvcp 

this extenfive rangic of jch^pajgu wer^ inniimerj^lc^ 

and fo tame as almoft to come to our hands. The 

hwffemep Jtffoip tktm afrf r the Owjiicft purfuit, ?nd 

IW h^4 m » Yi^ry tirUic j^^c^ of tji^e ?ljpye twenty kdl- 

)^ vMsing ov g^if^es the rMon o^f th€;re animal 

U9^hfimg ^fia«4 5* thp vprqj^ of mpn,.we (wpd 

tf)^ it i^ras owi^ng to a fuperftition of the people, whft 

€^rifid«rf d them to be divinj^i^, as jthcy faid that 

^iicir 80^$ ^F^eared to them in their forrngS ; and alfp 

t^^ thc[]jr idols |ud commaxKle4 that they fliould be 

m9kj|teirMl](^i3L^£ighetned. The heat of the weather 

yi^ I19V jfc &^9 that a rdation pf the g^jjieral's, nj^n- 

ed ^al^u^ Rubdos, loft his horfe by purfu^ng the 

gMRe- Pui^uing our journ^eyby villages wi^ere war ha^ 

Ieft4t3 d^bru^ye ^OKurks, we met fome Indians on their 

ntv^xxk fropi Aiunting. They had ,with them ji hugf 

lion w^ch t|^ h^ i^ Jl^^l^^.^d £>me iguajias, f 

^des of f9«kll fiE^aippt^ y^y ^gwd to eat. They le^ 

m to their to^m, being <3tl^ged tp wade xa^ to oiir 

4iuddle9 in a lltfee of £re[ih prater ^th, whid^ it w^ 

ijirroiinded. In thk toijm wa^ ji large pond of iteifx 

.i*ter, whi^ yas guite full ^f filhes, rcfemb^g whjt 

aw.cadl in £iw?ope the flud fiih, b^t enorn^oij^flj ^ge, 

arkh prioy^s pn^dieir backs. We procyired ibme n^ts, 

aad took gbove a thoufend, which afforded ns a plen- 

«$iftd meal. We 2|lfo procured here £ve India|is,who, 

,on our inquiry by defciptip^ fpr o^ countrpuent 

' y«jL. n. K k ' readUy 
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tewdOy undertook to guiife us to tlieir fettlemcnt, foiT 
they at firft thought tkat we came to piit tfiem ur 
death, and were happy to feid that they were hkdf 
to be rid of us on &U;h eafy terms» 

We proceeded towards a place naihed Tayafid^fitu- 
ated on an ifland, the white t€!mples, turrets ^d 
houfes of wiiich gliftened from a diftance*. It was tbo 
chief town of a difeiA. M the Jtoad grew yery nar* 
tow we thought it bcift to halt for the night, four 
companies of foldiers being detached to the Ihore, td 
fearch for a pafiage. Luckily they took two caiioes^ 
in "vrhich were ten men and two women ixrho wer^ 
conveying fait and maize. Being brought to Cortes 
and queftioned^ they faid, that they bdonged to th^ 
town before us, which was diftant about ftmr leagues^ 
Cortes detained one canoe and fome of the peo^e^ 
particularly the women, and fent the others with twd 
Spaniards to the chief, to demand from him canoet 
to crofs the water. Our whole party then fet out to* 
wards the river, and arriving thert. We found the 
cacique waiting for us. He invited the general to hm 
town, and Cortes embarked with thirty cra&4ioww 
men, and> arriving- there, was prefented with fome 
trifles of gold much aBoycd, and a few maizes. 
They here informed him that they knew of Spaniarife 
being at two different places, one of which it fuftm 
was Nito, the other San Gil de Buena Yx&sl. He aUb 
^learned that many more were at Naco, v(hich is up 
'the country and diftant ten days* journey from Nito, 
'* ■ which 
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#ltic)l lafttinehtioned pltce lies on the nortliern cosift. 
The genejedotk li^%nng this obferved ta us, thsi pro- ' 
iiobly De OK had divided his i^rce ; for as yet wc 
knew nothing <^ Gil Gonzales de Avila. 

^ Our whi^ body haniiig crofied the river, wc halt- 
€d at the diftance of two leagues from it, to wait th4 
return of Cortes, Here a Negro; two Indians, and 
three SpaniflvftMicrs, defcrted ; the latter preferring 
the tsJdng their chance among daemies, to the repe^ 
tition of the fiitigues they had gone through. This 
day I was fun-ftruck and fdl* ill of a caknture. The 
weather alfo at this time changed, and for three days 
and nights it never ceafed raining; but we were 
oidiged to continue our journey under it, from the 
apprehenfion that our provifions ihould fill ihort* 
•After two days' march wc came to a ridg<? of rocks, 
Ihe ftones wheieof cut Hkc kxjives j we fent foldiers a 
league's <fillance cm eadi fide to fearch for fpme other 
road, but to- no effcft^ Our imrfes fell here at every 
tft<^, ind cut themfelves to pieces, and the farther wc 
proceeded cm the defcent, the worfe it was* We left 
-^s^ht horfes dead upon the,%lot-, and moft of the reft 
were fo wouild^ as not to.be able to keep.up with u^ 
Amongft 'others who received hurts, the general's rc- 
btion Palacios Rubios broke his.leg by a. fait Wc 
<afed this place La Sierra dfc los Pederaalcs. . When 
'^w^ had gotten over it we did not fail to return 
AaiUfis to God for his mercy m extricating us from 
that difficiilty. We then advanced cheerfully to- 
wards 
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wards a t&mt named Tlmtat^ n^dth kf bd<Nft til, M4 
wliere v/c hoped to fioda fuffidfiBcy of eteiy *dii&^; 
btEt we ivcr€ fuddcoty and lisleg^*^^ 
enormous torrent^ whtdi bcang fweHod by the htxrf 
rains, came tumUing between great precijaces with a 
lioiffc which could be heard at the dtiftuce of Vwot 
leagues. Here we were obti^ed to hah for three ooAi% 
plete days, ih order to make a bridge from tee preck 
|nce to the other, and ikrhen at the end of the thhrd 
day we begkn to poA over, we fbubd thiit the pecq^dt 
on the dthisr fide had taken advantage q£ our debyv 
to remove tl^mfelves and aH then: prJDvifioiia otot o£ 
our reacts 

*When weleariied that afta: ail eur £^%uea hnngtar 
was to be our porti<»), wefeemed as it wew thunder-^ 
ftruck. I own ! never in my life f dt my heart to d*- 
jprefled as when I found nothing to be )»d iouc myfidf 
or my people ; and this too on the eve of our Lonl% 
rcfurreftion 1 A pretty friUval wi had of it tmly I 
Cortes, after fending out bis fervants every whert^ 
procured about a bu&el of nfiaize. When he iaw the 
diftreTs which ^e ^uf^re in, hit oaiied tc^ith^ the dolb* 
ni&s of Guacacuako, as the flower of hk anriy, «ul 
eameftly foKeited us to do our utmoft to procure 
fome neceffaries. Pedro dc Irdo, tlirho ^ras pre&nt^ 
aiked to be appointed tb the comneiand, to m^di 
Cortes affented ; but I, who knew that De Irdo was 
more of a talking than a marduhg fi^ldier, and tfeit 
he would lag by the i^y and retard usi whiipered 

Cortes 
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Ck>ites^aul Siuidoval to prevent his gmng: for lie^ 
bmiig da€k l^ged, could not get through the deep 
gjtmmd 2md vmc like ua, and would be obliged to iit 
^komn. OiHtes therefore ordered him to Ibty^ and 
five oi us, ietting out togetho:, with two guides, and 
arching rivers and marlhes, came to fome Indian 
liouiesy where we found provifions in plenty. Here 
we alib todk fcmie {^riibners ; and with their fruit, 
fowls imd com we cdebratod the £eaft of the Refur- 
v^ton houtily.' On the £une night arrived a thou- 
ikad Mexioms, i^hom Cortes had ordered to follow 
us. We joyfully loaded them with all the corn that 
we could procure, and twenty fowls for Cortes and 
Sandoval ; and there ftill remained fome corn in the 
town, which we fbid to guard. On the next day 
we advatu^ to other vilhges, where we found fuch 
a plenty of corn, that we wrote a billet to Cortes, 
with ix^ whidi we made, and on a piece of a drum 
head, defiring him to fend all the Indians that he 
tould, to carry it to our people* 

Thirty ibldlers, and about five hundred Indians, ia 
^ ihort time arrived, and thus (thanl?:s to God) wc 
were anqdy provided for the remsunder of the five 
^bys, during which we fiaid at Taica. I muft ob« 
&rve, that the bri<i^es, which we confiruded on this 
^uurch, remained perfe^y good for many years, and 
that the Sfwiiards, when they pafled them, ufed to 
&y, ** Thefe ate the bridges dF Cortes,'* as formerly ^ 
itiribdt0he&id, ^^Hereare^t^e pillars of Hercules/'' 

We 
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We condnued our march for two days, to a place 
named Tania, through a country interfeaed witW 
rivers and rivulets, and where all the towns were a-. 
bandoned ; and during the night, our guides, being 
cntrufted to the care of fome of the newly arrived 
Spaniards, who I fuppofe flept upon their |)ofts,made 
their efcape. Thus we were left in a tfifficult coun* 
try, and not knowing which way to turn. In adeft- 
tion to this, it rained nioft heavily. Cortes was out 
of humour, and faid, Pedro de Ircio cmd many more 
being by, that he wiflied others befides the fettlers of 
Guacacualco would bcftir themfdves, and do fomt 
good, in fearching fof guides. De Ircio, Marmolejo 
a perfon of quality, and Burgales afterwards regidor 
of Mexico, each ofiered their fervices, and taking fix 
foldiers apiece, were out three days in fearch of In- 
dians, and all returned without fiiccefs, having met 
with nothing but rivers, and waters, and ofeftruftions. 
Ck>rtes was in defpair at this, and defired Sandoval to 
apply to me, alking as a favour that I yroukl take the 
bufinefs on me. When addrefled in this manner 1 
could not reftife, though very ill j and, taking with 
me two friends, men capabk ef enduring hunger and 
thirft, we fet out together, and, following a ftrcam; 
the marks of boughs being cut from the trees point- 
ed out a way ta fome houfes, from whence we &w 
4£orn fields ^nd houfes with peq^e about, them. We 
remained concealed uyitil we fuppofed tfae.peo|)ie.to 
be afleep, and then, taking the inhabitants by fur- 
|>rife, made prifoners. three men, two indiaii. giris 
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wim m&te very handibmey and an old womin. They 
kad a few fowls and a little corn. The.wkole of our 
capture we brought to oiu* quarters. Sandoval was 
overjoyed at our arrival. *' Now/* laid be ro Pedro 
de Ircio, m tl^ pre&nce of Cprtea, ^^ was Del Cafiilla 
right when he infified on ha>4ng none but adive 
men with him, and not to take people who hobble 
along, teUmg their old ftories of the adventures that 
Itappened to the count De Urena, and bis fon Don 
Ptdfe Giron.'' Thefe ftories De Ircio ufed to pefter 
us with, over and over again, for which reafon all 
who were prefent laughed heartily at what was laid 
ixff Sandi;yval, who knew that De Ircio and I were not 
Aicnds/ Cortes returned me thanks, and paid me 
.many ccsiiplunents upon my condud: but I will 
drqp;tfais iufa^ed, for what is (»:aile but emptinels and 
ui^rofitablenels, and what advantage is it to me that 
people in 3fexico Ihould tell what we endured, or 
that Cortel Ihould lay, when he wanted tp p^rfuade 
me to go 0^ this laft expedition, that next to God it 
was me on whomhe\placcd.his»relianc;e'to procure 
guides ?. < . 

From the prifoners whom we had taken we learned^ 
thalf 4t Was necelEiry to dofcead the. river for two 
^bys* journey, to a place of above two hundred hou- 
fi», named Oculiztli ; which we accordin^y did, pa£- 
t&^on otir road fome large buildings where the tra^ 
' veBinjg merchants o£ihe jindiana a^re uied ta i^op. At 
the d&k oithe iecond dayf wtD arrivfed :at (lie piac^ to 
* i which 
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which we had been dktdttd^ where we found flkdtf 
of prcmfi(His» We alfo found in one of the templ^ 
an Old red ca:p, and a fimdal, as^ offerings to tfaetr idok* 
Some <rf our foldiers brought to Cortes two o^ men 
and four women, whom they took in the nuiae fiddi* 
Cortes afked them what diftance the Spviiih &LXi» 
ment was from this place ; to which they rcp&oi thaifc 
it was two days' journey, being dofe by the iea fi<k# 
and that no town intervened. UpcHi this, Cortot 
ordered Sandoval immediately to fet oat on foot^ 
with fix foldiers, and get down to the coaft, in order 
t6 afcer^ain what number of men De CHi had witk 
him, for as yet we were entirely ignorant of all that 
had happened there, and Cortes required this infor* 
mation in order to efkA what he had deternuoed, 
which was, to fall upon and fttrprilib De OK and Jiis 
troops during the night. 

Sandoval, taking three guides, readied the dfea iidCy 
and going northwards foon perceived a capoe, and 
concealing himfelf where he e^^pefted it to aodior jfor 
the night, he was fortunate enough to get po&fl^^ 
of it) and upon examination found it to belong to In- 
dian merchants who were bringing felt to ^olfo 
Dolce. Sandoval embarked on board tfci^ omoe witji 
a part of his foldien;, and, fending the jpcft by 'laa^ 
he purfued his routte fOT -the great river. As fc^rtuae 
would have it, on his voyage be fell in with a canoe 
in which had come four SpariiQiifettlers,.who w«c 
feardbing for fruit near the nunikh of tfe iSm^y bet- 
ing 
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lag in great diftrels from the hoftilities of the In- 
dians, and the ravages made by difeafc. Two of 
thefe, being up in a tree, were aftoniflied at the fight 
of &uidoval and the reft, and reported to their com- 
panions what they had feen* When they met, San- 
doval was informed by them of their prefent diftrefe, 
and how they had hanged the officer left there by 
Avila. Upon this he determined to bring them to 
Cortes, which having declared, a foldier named Alon- 
zo Ortiz obtained from him permiffion to fet oflF with 
the news, in order to get a reward. He accordingly 
in a fliort time reached us, and by his intelligence re- 
joiced us all. Cortes prefented him with an excel- 
lent horfe^ njmied Moor*s-he2ui, and each of us gave 
him fomething proportionate to our abilities. San- 
doval arrived a fhort time after, and informed us 
that they were preparing to embark for the ifland of 
Cuba, and how they had hanged their commanding 
officer for oppofing them, and aUb becaufe he had 
hanged a turbulent prieft ; as alfo that they had eled- 
ed one Anthonio Niote in his place* 

Cortes iffued an order to march immediately for 
the fca coaft, which was diftant fix leagued, and we 
had an inlet of the fea to pafs. We were therefore 
obliged to wait till low water, and then crofs it, wa- 
ding and fwimming. Cortes pufhed forwards with 
his attendants, and croflcd the river in the two ca- 
noes, fwimming the horfes by the fide of them ; but 
he found it fo dangerous, from the violence of the 

Vol. II. L 1 current, 



296 THE TRtJE HISTORY or ^ 

current, that he fent word to us not to follow hkfL 
until farther orders. 

The place where Avfla's fettlers now were vrw 
about two leagues diftant from where Cortes landed- 
They were greatly furprifed at the ai^>earance of Eu- 
ropeans, and niore fo when they found that k was 
the general fo renowned through all thefe countries. 
Cortes received their congratulations in the molt 
gracious manner, and defired them to bring together 
what canoes they could coUcd, as alfo the boats be- 
longing to their ihips, and to provide bread for the 
ufe of his people. Of this laft artide only fifty 
pounds could be procured, for they lived almoft en- 
tirely on fapotes, vegetables, and what fifli they 
caught. We were four days pafCng the river, with 
the greateft danger. One foldier with his horfe went 
to the bottom, and never appeared afterwards. 
Two other horfes were alfo loft : one of, them be- 
longed to a foldier named Cafquete, who heartily 
curfed Cortes and his expedition, for the ifl fortune 
he had brought upon him. 

The general trufted the care of the embarkation to 
Sandoval. One Saavedra, prefuniing upon his rda- 
tionfliip with Cortes, would not pay refpeft to the 
captain's orders, and, endeavouring to force his paf- 
fage, laid his hand to his poniard, with difirefpeftfol 
expreffions to Sandoval. The latter made few words, 
but, feizing him inftantly, threw him into the water, 

where 
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where he was nearly drowned. Our fuffcring at 
this time from hunger was beyond my exprdfion. 
For thefe four days we had literally nothing but the 
few nuts that we could gather, and fbme wild fruits ; 
and when we arrived on the other fide our condition 
was ixot bettered. 

"We found this colony to confift of forty men and 
fix women, all yellow and fickly, and without any 
tiing to eat. Of courfe we were anxious for the 
moment of fetting out in order to fearch the country 
for provifions. About eighty o£ us went on foot, 
under the command of captain Luis Marin, to a town 
at the diflance of eight leagues, where we found pro- 
vifions of all kinds, cocoa in the greateft quantity, 
and plenty of corn and vegetables. This place was 
exaftly on the route of Naco, whither it was the in- 
tention of Cortes to go. On receiving our inteUi- 
gence,he difpatched Sandoval with the principal part 
of his troops to join us* We fent a plentiful fupply 
of maize to our wretched colonifts, who, havinjg been 
fo long ftarying, cat to fuch an excels that feven of 
them died immediately. At this time alfo a veffel ar- 
rived there, with £even horfes, forty hogs, eight pipes 
of ialted meat, bifcuit, and fifteen paflengers, adven- 
turers from the ifland of Cuba. All the provifions 
Gortcs bought immediately, and diftributed them 
amongft the colonifts, with an equally fatal refult. 
They eat of the falted meat to fuch an exccfs that it. 
gave them diarrhoeas, which in a very few days carri- 
ed oT fcurteen, ^ Cortes 



agi THE TRUE HISTORY OF 

Cortes now determined to examine thi$ great rivcr^ 
for which purpofe he fitted out one of the brigan* 
tines of Avila which had been ftranded, and with thi^ 
veflel, a boat, and fonr double canoes, in which he- 
embarked thirty foldiers, with eight failors of the vef* 
fd which httcly arrived, he proceeded up the ^ive^^ 
to a fpacious lake with good anchorage, which ex- 
tended to the diftance of fix leagues, and the whole 
of the adjacent country was liable to be inundated.. 
Proceeding higher, he found the current moreftrong^ 
and 2t length came to fome {hallows which Ids veffel& 
could not pafs ; he Wordingly difembarked, andv 
proceeding by a narrow road, pafled through difFe-. 
rent villages. In the firft he took fome natives to ferve 
as guides, and in the fecond he found plenty of com, 
and fowls, among which were phea&nts, pigeons and 
partridges. Thefe hft I have frequently obferved 
domefticatcd among the Indians. Purfuing his route> 
he came near a large town named Cinacan Tencintle, 
fituated amongft fine cocoa plantations, and in which 
he heard the found of mufic, the Indians being en- 
gaged in a drunken feftival. Cortes waited until a 
fit opportunity, concealed in a wood, and then, fud- 
dcnly rufhing out, made ten men and fifteen women 
prifoners. The reft attacked him with arrows and 
darts, but our people dofed with them, and cut to 
pieces eight of their chie&. When the natives found 
that the aflfair was going againft them they thought 
it high time to fubmit ; and accordingly four old 
men, two of whom were priefts, came, apparently 

very 
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very much tamed, to petition Cortes for the prifon« 
ers, and brought with them a few trifles of gc^ 
Cortes promifed to deliver his prifoners, on receiving 
a good fupply of provifions, which they afiured him 
of, and he pointed out to them where the fliips lay. 
It appears that a mifunderftanding afterwards hap- 
pened between Cortes and the natives, relative to the 
delivery of his captives, he wiflung to retun three 
women to make bread. They in confequence pro- 
ceeded to hoftilities again ; Cortes received a wound 
in the face; twelve alfo of his foldiers were wouncled^ 
and a boat deftroyed. He then returned, after an ab- 
fence of twenty.fix days, fuffering dreadfully by the 
mofquitoes. He wrote to Sandoval, giving him an 
account of all that had occurred at Cinacan, which is 
diflant from Guatimala feventy leagues, and ordered 
him tQ proceed to Naco ; Cortes himfelf intending to 
eilabliih a fettlement at the place which was named 
Puerto de Cavallos, for which purpofe he defired ten 
of the veterans of Guacacualco, without whofe afii£- 
tance nothing was condufted properly. 

Cortes, taldng with him all the Spaniards that re- 
msdned at St. Gil de Buena Vifta, embarked in two 
Ihips, and after eight days* fail arrived at Puerto de 
Civallos, in order to plant a colony there, the fituation 
being anfwerable, and the harbour good. He appoint- 
ed Diego de Godoy commandant of this fettlement, 
which he named Natividad. He thought that by this 
time SandovaJ had arrived at Naco, which was not 

far 
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far diftant, and wrote to him there, d^bring ten of 
the foldiers of Gaacacualco to rdnfotcc him, as he 
intended to proceed to the bay of Honduras. This 
letter reached us in the quarters which I laft mention- 
ed, for we had not arrived at Naco. I wiU fay no 
more of the proceedings of Cortes, nor how the ffies 
bit him day and night, and prevented his reft, fo that^ 
as we afterwards heard, he had like to have died or 
loft his fenfes from want of fleep. 

Sjmdoval, on receiving the general's letter, pre&d 
foru'ard towards Naco, but was obliged to halt at a 
place called Cuyoacan, in order to bring up his ftrag- 
glers who had quitted him in fearch of proiofions. 
We had alfo a river topafs, and the natives all round 
were hoftilc. As our line of march was fo very long, 
by the number <rf invalids who came ftragghng after 
us, efpccially of the Mexicans, it became neceflary to 
eftablifli a poft at the ferry on this river, for which 
purpofe Sandoval left me with the command of eight 
men. 

' One night a body of the natives fell upon us, but 
we were prepared for them. They fet fife to the 
houfe in which we were, and thought to have 
broli^t off our canoe ; but we, with the affiftance of 
a few Mexicans, beat them off for that time ; and, 
knowmg that there were fome invalids lodged upon 
the road behind us, we on the next day brought them 
over, and all together f^ out to join Sandoval. One 

man 
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man died n^poa the road ; he was a Genoefe^ had been 
fome time ill^ and at length funk under poverty of 
diet. I was obliged to leave the body beh^id, £or 
which Sandoval blamed me when I made my report. 
I told him we had two invalids on each horfe^ and 
toy companion Barthobme de Villanueva hau^itily ^ 
isud, that it was difficult enough for us to bring our-^ 
felves, without carrying dead men. Sandoval im- 
mediately ordered me and ViUanueva to return and 
bury him, which we according did, and placed a 
<Tofs over the grave. We found in his pocket a 
purfe contaimng a quantity of dice, and a memoran- 
dum dF his family and effe£b in Teneriffe. Reft his 
ibui! Amen. 

In about two days we arrived at Naco, having 
pafied a place where mines have been fince difcover- 
ed, and alfo a town named Quiniftan. On arriving 
^t Naco we ficmnd it to be a good town, but it was 
•abandoned by its inhabitants ; however, we obtained 
jdenty of provifions and fait, which we much wanted. 
We took our quarters in fome very large quadrangles, 
Ihe fame place where De Oli had been executed, and 
"fixed ourfelves as if we had been to remain here for- 
ever. In this place is the fineft water that we had 
met with in New Spain, as aifo a tree, which at the 
time of the fiefta, let the heat of the fun be as great 
as it wiH, has a deli^tful, jefreihing coolnefs in its . 
ihade, and there feems to defcend from it a kind of 
dew, of the moft delicate nature, which is ^opd-lw 

r the 
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the head* The place is well fituated, the ndghbottr-' 
hood fertile, and producing both the red and the 
imall £ipote, and it was at that time populous. 

Sandoval, having obtained pofleffion of three o£ 
the principal natives of the difhid, treated them kind* 
ly, and we continued in peaceable terms with them^ 
but the inhabitants could not be induced to return 
to the town. It was now time to fend the reinforce- 
ment Ctortes had required, of ten Spanifli fettlers of 
Guacacualco. I was an invalid and unaUe to go, and 
Sandoval wiihed to keep me with him } eight valiant 
foldiert were howevear fent, who fet out, heartily 
curiing Cortes and his e3q>edition at every ftep. 
They had fome reafon, for they did not know the 
leaft of the ftate of the country through which they 
were to go. Sandoval took the precaution of fending 
five principal perfons of the natives with them, and 
gave it to be underftood, that if any injury was done 
to them the country ihould be feverely punifhed. 
They arrived at the place where Cortes was, in fafety, 
and he immediately embarked for/ Truxillo, leaving 
Godoy in the command at Puerto de Cavallos, with 
forty Spaniards, which was all that remained of the 
fettlers who came with Avila, and thofe newly arriv- 
ed from the ifland of Cuba. 

For fome time Godoy maintained himfelf in the 
neighbouring country J but, as his men were conti-' 
nually droppmg off by difeafe, the Indians began to 

defpife 
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^jle^^e and. n^[led them^ and in a ihort time they 
loft by iickndls and £unine above hsdf their number, 
and three of them deferted and joined SandovaL 
Such was the refult of the colonization of Puerto de 
Cavallos. Sandoval, by di&rent expeditions to the 
neighbouring diftri<fb, named Cirimongo, Acalaco, 
Quizmitan^ and four others, and by judicious mea- 
fures, brpught the whole of the country to peace and 
fubje&ion, all around Naoo, and asfisu: as Godoy's fet* 
tlement> 

After fix days' fail Cortes arrived at the port of 
Truxillo. This place had been colonized by Frandfco 
de las Cafes, but there were alf© amongft them many 
of the mutineers who had ferved under De OU, and 
who had been baniihed from Panuco. All thefe, 
confcious of their guilt, waited on Cortes upon his 
arrival, to fupplicate his patdon for their x)ffences. 
This Gertes granted them; he alfo continued thofe 
who had been appointed to offices, and put at the 
head of all thofe provinces, as captsdn general, his 
relation Saavedra. Cortet^ having now fummoned 
the chiefs and priefts of the Indians, nude an harangue 
to them, wherein he told them of the objeft of his 
coming thither^ which was, to induce them to quit 
Jthe unnatural and cruel praflices of their felfe reli- 
^on, alid to embrace the true one* He alfo dwelt 
UpoA the power and dignity of his Majefty the Em- 
peror Don Carlos, to whom he required their fub- 
J^iflion* This, tog^er with the holy exhortations 
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of our reverend fathers, being explained to thdb 
people, they readily promifed to obey him, in becom- 
ing his Majcfty's vaffids ; whereupon Cort^ fignified 
to them, that they fliould' provide the fettfement 
with all articles of food, efpecially fifli, of which there 
was a great plenty in the fca about the iflands of Los 
Guanajes, and alio he defired them to fend labourers 
to clear the woods in front of the town, and open 
the view to the fea. All this being readily under- 
taken by them, Cortes ordered a number of fows in 
young to be turned out on thefe iflands, to fiock 
them, which they did in the courfe of a few years. 
The reverend fathers Francifcans alfo preached to the 
Indians many holy things, very edifying to hear* 
The natives applied themfelves to labour fo earncftly, 
that in two days they cleared the woods towards the 
fea, and built fifteen houfes, one of which was for 
Cortes, and a very good habitation. The renown of 
mir general made him feared through all thefe diftrifts^ 
as far as Qlancho, where are the rich mines. The 
Indians called hina, **The captain Hue-hue of Mari* 
na,** that is, " The old capt^n who brings Dbnna 
Marina;** and his prefeace reduced the whole coun* 
try to fubmiffion, two or three diftrias in the moun* 
tains only holding out* Againft thefe, the names of 
which were given to lum by the chief of Psqnyeca^ 
then a populous diftri<a, but now alinoft uninhabited^ 
l^e fent captain &iavcdra witb a party of : folc|LCT5^ 
who brought mojft of dicm under fubje<aSon^ the en* 
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ly^ ojXtJhsU^ held out being that p^qple. rxvrf\td the 

As many of the fuite of Cortes began now to fall 
fick from -the effeiEls of the climate, .he fent thpm on 
board a veffel to St. Domingo or Cuba, and by this, 
opportunity he alfo fent letters to the reverend fathers 
of the order of St, Jerome,, and the court of royal 
audience, informing them of all the events that had, 
happened ; of his refigning the government of Mexir 
CO into the hands of deputies, to proceed againft De 
Oil in perfon, and alfo of his future intentions. He 
rcquefted frpm tjbem a reinforcement of foldiers, and, 
to attach credit to his report, he fent a valuable pre* 
fent of gold, taken in reality from his fide board, 
but in fuch a manner that it fhould appear to them 
the produce of this fettlement. This bufinefs he en- 
trufted to a relation named Avalos, with orders, on 
his way, to take up twenty-five foldiers, who, he had 
received intelligence, were left in the ifland of Cozu- 
mel to kidnap Indians. This veffel was wrecked 
about feventy leagues from the Havannah j the cap* 
tain, Avalos, and many paffengers, periflied, and thofe 
few who efcaped, amongft whom was the licentiate 
Pedro Lopez, were the firft who brought to the it 
lands intelligence of the exifl:ence of Cortes and his ar- 
my ; for it had been hitherto univerfally believed that 
we had all periflied. As foon as it was known where 
Cortes then was, two old fliips were freighted with 
torfes and colts, and fent out to us. Except thefe, 

and 
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and one pipe of wine, all the reft of the cargo c6tk^ 
iificd of fliirtg, caps, and ubkb trumpery of variouar 
kuQids.. 

Some Vidians of the iflands called the Gtianajes^ 
which are about the diftance of eight leagues from 
TruxiUo, cam^ at thiis time to complain to Cortes^ 
that it had been a praftice of the Spaniards to come 
to their iflands and kidnap the natives and their 
maccgualcs, or flaves» and that a, veflel was now there, 
as fuppofed, for that purpofe. Cortes, on hearing 
this, ordered out one of his ihips, which came in^ 
view of the vcffd, but fhc immediately hoifted fail 
and mad.e her efcape. It afterwards appeared that 
the commander of her was the bachelor Moreno, who 
had been fent on bufinefs to Nombrc de Dios, by the 
royal court of audience of St. Domingo^ 

While Sandoval remained at Naco, the chiefs of 
two diftrids in that vicinity, named Quecufpan and 
Tanchinalchapa, came to him to complain of a party 
of Spaniards who maltreated their people, robbing 
them, and putting them in chainsj^ and who were 
now at the diftance of about one day^s march from 
his poft. He accordingly fct out againft them with 
feventy men, and arrived at the place where thefe 
people were, perfedly at their eafe, and not expeding 
any attack. They were furprffed at feeing us, and 
ran to their, arms ; but we foon feized the captain and 
fevcral more, thus getting thf better of them with^ 

out 
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©ut any M)od being drawn on dthcr fide. ' 8ando-» 
val' ccnfured them in very ftrong terms for their 
mHconduft, and ordered thofe Indians whom they 
had made prifoneris to be immediately releafed. The 
captain of this party was one Pedro de Garro ; he 
and his itien were marched prifoners to our fettle- 
mcnt. From the manner in which they were mount- 
ed and attended, they Teemed to be lords, in compa* 
rilbn of us, who were dirty and worn down with 
fervice. Several <rf them were perfons of quality, or 
gentlemen, and after they had repofed a day amongft 
US they jgrew perfectly contented, 

^f he reafon of their being in thefe countries is as 
Ibllows : Pedro Arias de Avila, who had the govern- 
ment of Tlerra Firma, fent a captain named Francifco 
Hernandez to make conquefts in the province of Ni- 
caragua and Leon. This he did^ reducing the natives 
to obedience, and eflablifhing a colony there. When 
Hernandez found himfelf advantageoufly fettled, he 
determined to throw off his dependency upon Pedro 
Arias, to which I believe he was incited by the 
bachelor Moreno ; and the reafon of it to the beft of 
my judgment was this : Arias had beheaded V. N. de 
Balboa, who married his daughter Donna Ifabella 
Arias de Penofa. ' This atrocious ftretch of power he 
committed moft unwarrantably, and it was on this 
occafion that the bachelor Moreno had been fent hither 
by the royal court of audience. The bachelor, meet- 
ing with Hernandez, advifed him to renounce his 

connexion 
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cpiinexion with Ppdro Arias, who had conduced 
hifliielf£abadly,andtocftabliih a diftiii£t gpvcmmatit 
io that ppoyiace, immediately under his Majefty; 
^nd Hernandez^ taking his cautifel» fent this party 
to make their way to the north coaft, thereby to open 
a communication with the mother country. 

All this, being explained to Sandoval, was by hiax 
communicated to Cortes, in expeftation of hjs fup- 
porting the views of Hernandez, by captain Luis Ma-< 
rin, whom I attended upon this occafion. Our whole 
party confifted of ten foldiers, and a mqft delperatc 
journey it was. The Indians \fere hofHle, and attack* 
cd us with large heavy lances, wounding two of our 
foldiers. The rivers which we croffed were fwoQea 
and rapid, and fo frequent, that in one day we paJQfed 
three of them. One river named Xagua, ten leagueft 
from Triumpho de la^Cruz, detained us for two days, 
and the inlets and lagoons were infefted by alligators* 
By the fide of the river Xagua we found the fkeleton^ 
of feven horfes ; they had bdonged to De Oli's troops^ 
and died from eating poifonous herbs. Paifing £1 
Triumpho de la Cruz, and a place named Quemara^ 
a.t length we arrived in the neighbourhood of Truxil- 
lo, about the hour of vefpers, and faw five cavalierly 
riding along the coaft. Thefe were Cortes and four 
of his friends, who were taking exercife. When he 
recognifed us, after the firft furprife at the unexpeded 
-meeting, he difmountcd from his horfe, and, running 
ijp, embraced us all ^ith tears in his eyes^ fo overjoy- 
ed 
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ed "was he to fee us. It made me melancholy to find 
Mm fo weak and reduced. IXfire^ and iUfeafe hod 
iRnorn Mm down : indeed he expected death, and bait 
gotten a Frandfcan habit made to be buried in. He 
had not at this time received any intelligence from 
Mesico fince he quitted that city. He walked inta 
the town with us, and we fupped with him, wretch^ 
cdly enough. I had not my fill even of bread or bit 
cuit. When he had read over the letters relative to 
the bufine^ of Hernandez, he promifed that he would 
do all he could to fiipport him. The veffels from St. 
Domingo had arrived here three days before us. I 
have already mentioned, that, except the horfes amf 
one pipe of wine, their cargoes were nothing but 
frippery ; it would have been much better that they 
had not come, fince it induced us all to run ourfelvet 
in debt, buying their ufelefs trafh. 

Whflc we were rdating to Cortes the hardfliips 
we had fuftained during our late journey, a fliip was 
defcried at a diftance, making for our port. This 
vcffel failed from the Havannah, with letters for the 
general from the Ecentiate Zuazo, alcalde major of 
Mexico. The hidalgo who was captain of the vefifel 
eame direftly to kifs the hands of Cortes, and' prefent- 
cd his letters, the fubftance of which the' reader fliall 
be informed of. As foon as Cortes read them he 
was overwhelmed with forrow and diftrcfs. He re- 
tired to his private apartment, where we could hear 
that he was fuffcring under the greateft agitation. 

He 
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He did not fiir out for an entire day ; at .night luSl 
confeflkd» and ordered a mais for the enfuing monx-< 
ing» after which he called us together, and read to 
vs the intelligence he had received, and whereby ivc 
learned, that it had been univerfally reported and be- 
lieved in New Spain that we were all dead, and our 
properties had in confequence been fold by public, 
auftion. From his father in Caftille he was informed 
of the death of the bilhop of Burgos, that Albornos 
lutd been laborioufly undermining us at court, and 
alio of what I have before related^ in regard to his 
Majefty's orders to the admiral, and the interference 
of the duke of Bejar ; alfo that Narvaez had been ap- 
pointed to the government of the river Palmas, and 
that the government of Panuco had been given to 
•ne Nuno de Guzman. 

In regard to the affairs of New Spain, thefe letter^i 
further added, that in confequence of the powers 
which Cortes had given to the faftor Gonzalo de 
Salazar, and the veedor Pedro Almindes Chirinos, to 
fuperfede the deputies he had left in Mexico, viz. the 
treafurer Alonzo de Efirada, and the contador Albor- 
nos, and to take the adminiftration upon themfelves 
in cafe 6f mifcondud on the part of the deputies, 
thefe two oflGicers having on their return to Mexico 
formed a ftrong party, amongft whom was the licen-^ 
tiate Zuazo, alcalde major, Rodrigo de Paz, alguazil 
major^ A. de Tapia, Jorge de Alvarado, and the reft 
of the ancient conquerors, attempted to take the 

government 
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government into their hands by main force, and the 
coniequence of the ftruggle of the two parties was, 
much dHhirbance, and bloodfhed. The fa&or and 
veedor however carried their point, and had made 
prifoners the two former deputies and many of their 
friends. Still however there was fighting every day, 
the predominating party confifcating the property of 
their opponents, to diftribute it among their own ad- 
herents. They had, we learned, comjdetely fuperfed- 
ed Zuazo in his office, and had imprifoned Rodrigo 
de Paz the alguazil major, but that the licentiate 
Zuazo had eflFefted a temporary reconciliation between 
the parties. During thefe difturbances, three diftriAs, 
viz. the Zapotecans, Minxes, and thofe in the vicinity 
of a fortified rock named Coatlan, had rebelled, and 
a force going againft them under the veedor Chirinos, 
inftead of attending to their bufmefe, the troops 
thought of nothing but card playing, in confequence 
of which the natives furprifed them in their camp, and 
did them much mifchief. The faftor had then fent a 
veteran captain named Andrez de Monjaraz, to affift 
the veedor, and advife him ; but this officer was un- 
able to exert himfelf properly, being an invalid. As 
to the city of Mexico, there was danger every hour 
of an infurreftion. 

The letters alfo informed us that the faftor con- 
ftantly remitted gold to his Majefty's treafurer, Don 
Francifco de los Cobos, to make an intereft for him- 
^ at court, reporting that we were all dead at Xica- 

VoL. IL N n longa. 



312 raE TRUE tnSTORT 6f 

longa, the belief of which was corroborated by Dicjgt* 
de Ordas, who, to get out of the fadiom and trouldef 
of Mexico, had failed with t^o veflels to fearch for 
us ; and arriving at the place called Xicalonga, where 
the captains Simon de Cuenca and Francifco de Medi- 
na had been killed, hearing the account of thdr mis- 
fbrtUnes, and not knoMdng the particulars, had taken 
it for granted that it could be no others than Cortc* 
and his party who were thus deftroyed, and reported 
fo iii his letters to Mexico which he fent by certain 
paffengers, and then, without landing, hoiftcd fail for 
Cuba. The faftor fliewed his letter to our rdationsi 
and put on mourning ; and a monument was ereftedt 
and funertd fervice performed, for the honour of 
Cortes, in the great church of Mexico. The fador 
then proclaimed himfelf governor and captain general 
of New Spain, with the found of kettle drums and 
trumpets, and iffucd out an order, that all women 
who had any regard for their fouls, and whofe huf- 
bands bad gone with Cortes, fliould conjfider them 
dead in law, and marry agsin forthwith* And be- 
caufe a woman named Juatia de Maniilla did not 
choofe to take his advice^ but infifted on waiting the 
return of her hufband Alonzo Valiente, faying that 
we were not people who would let ourfelves be id 
eafily beaten as the veedor Chirinos and his party^ 
the fador ordered her to be puHicly whipped through 
the ftrects of Mexico for a witclu 
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As there arc in all places i^altermg tmtors, one of 
thk defbription, whom we ghoc cxpcfted better from, 
auid whbfe name I will not mentioi^ foleauily aflured 
the factor, before many witneff^s, that, going one 
night by the church of St. Jago* which is built on 
the fciteof the great temple of th^ Mexicans, and 
looking into the church yard, he faw the fquls of 
Cortes, Donna Marina, and Sandoval, b^Tliing in 
^ames of fire ; and that he had becA fo terrified thereto 
at as to have reniained ill ever Ance. Another man, 
of good reputation alfo came to the faAor, and told 
him that the quadran^es of Tezcuco were haunted 
by evil fpirits, which the natives faid were the fouls 
of Donna Marina and Cortes. All thofe falfehoodsi 
they invented to injgratiate thpptfelves with the 
faftor. 

At this time arrived in Mexico the captains Fran-i 
icifco de las Cafas, and Gil Gonzales de Avila, the 
fame who beheaded Chriftoval de OH. Las Caias on 
l|is arrival publidy aflerted the exiftencc of Cortes, 
and reprobated the condud of the faftor, but declar- 
ed that fiiould it be the cafe, as then bdieved, that 
we were all dead, Alvarado was the only proper man 
to put in the place of Cortes, untii his Majefty's fur- 
ther plcafure fhould be known. Alvarado being writ- 
ten to on the fubjed fct out for Maxico ; but, growv 
ing apprehenfive of fome attempt upon^ his life, he 
thought it moft prudent to return to his diftricl. 
^e factor had at this timp coUeded what gold he 

could 
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Gooid by his hands upon, to foppc^rt lus negotiatioiis 
at court.* In this he wm qppofed by alnK>ft every 
otho: officer of the govi^mment of New Spain, wha 
determined among themfidves not to permit him ex- 
dufivdy to make reprefentations of the tranfadiona 
there, but to fend Ukewife their own ftatements at 
the fame time, and by the £lme opportunity, with 
his. When the fador found that he could not bring 
over Las Cafas, Gonzales de Avila, and the licentiate, 
to fopport his views, he caufed the two former to be 
arretted and pro&cuted for the alledged milrcfer of 
De OU ; and by his wic]itf dnefs, and the preponde- 
rance of his power, procuring their condemnation, it 
was with the greateft difficulty that their immediate 
execution could be prevented, by appealing to his 
Majefty. He was obliged however to content himfdf 
with fending them prifoners to Cafiille. He then 
fdl upon thp licentiate Zuazo, and fent him off to 
Vera Cruz, and there embarked him for the ifland of 
Cuba, as was alledged, to anfwer for his condu^ 
while he was judge there, ife next feized Rodrigo 
de Paz, and demanded of him an account and fur- 
render of the treafure of Cortes, whole major domo 
he had been ; and becaufe he could not or would not 
declare or make difcovery concerning it, he caufed his 
feet and part of his legs to be burnt ; and, not content* 
with giving him the torture, and knowing alfo that 
if left alive he might complain to his Majefty, he or- 
dered him to be hanged, which was accordingly done.^ 
He alfo arretted moft of the friends of Cortes. Tapia 

and 
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ud Jorge de Alvarado, hoix^evcr, tocd^ iimduaiy with 
the Frand&an fathers ; but ieveral of them went over 
to him, partly becau& he gave them Indians, and part* 
ly becaufe it is natural to wi& to be with the ftrong^ 
eft power, or, as the faying is, to cry, " Succefe to 
the conquerors/' He emptied the arfenal of arms, 
and brought them to his palace, in the front of which 
he alfo planted all the artillery, which was command^ 
ed by captain Don Luis de Guzman, fon-inJaw to the 
Duke of Medina Sidonia. He next formed a body 
giiard for his own prote^on, compofed in part of the 
icddieiB of Cortes, to the command of which he ap» 
pointed one Artiaga. 

Zuazo alio wrote to Cortes to inform him that he 
had reported many fcandals of him to his Majefty^ 
inch as defrauding him of the duty upon gdd ; and, 
as an infiance to what extent he carried his tyranny^ 
he menti<Hied a circumftance of a travdling Spaniard 
having informed a wonun, and given her proofe, 
that. her hufba^id, who was g<me with Cortes, wa» 
alive. This coming to the ears of the fatdor, he caufed 
him to be feized by four alguaidls, and would have 
hanged him, but that he, to excufe himfelf, declared 
that what he had iaid was all a falfehood, and that 
he had only invejoted it to comfort the poor woman, 
feeing her weeping for the lofe of her hufband. The 
bufinefe which brought this man to Mexico was, to 
obtain* a plantation : this was immediatdy fettled to 
his fatisfadion, and he was difmiifcd with a hint to 

hold 
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liold his tonguc,as he valued his Kfe. This letter alfoiii« 
formed Cortes of the death of the reverend father Bar^ 
tholome, a holy man, and much regretted by all the 
natives of Mexico, who in token of their refpeft fafted 
from the time of his death until he was buried. 
Zuazo concluded by faying, that he feared Mexico 
was loft, and that he had been fent a prifoner in irons 
to the place from whence he dated his letter. 

This intelligence made us all very fad. It was 
difficult to fay which of the two, Cortes or the ftiftor, 
wp curfcd moft heartily in our own minds. We fc- 
cretly gay^ Ifhem ten thoufand maledidions, and our 
hearts funk within \is, Cortes retired to his chamber^ 
and did not appear to us till evening, when we en- 
treat^ him immediately to hafien to Mexico. He 
rejdied to U3 kindly and gently, faying, ^* Dear friends 
and companions, this villain of a faftor is powerful. 
If I go and you accompany me, he may lay hands up- 
on us by the road, and murder us all. It were bet- 
ter that I went privately with three or four of you, 
and came to Mexico before he was prepared. Let 
the reft rejoin SandovaJ, and proceed with him to 
Mexico.^* Cortes now wrote to captain Hernandez, 
promifing him every fupport ; he fent him alfo two 
mules loaded with prefents of fuch things as he knew 
he wanted, cntrufting them to the, care of a gentle- 
man named Cabrera, a brave officer who was on the 
ftaflF under Blafco Nunez Velo, and was killed in the 
feme battle with the viceroy. When I faw that Cortex* 
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Was determined to go to Mexko, I requefted of 
faim that he would permit me^ who had been in ail 
difficulties and danj^s by his fide5 to attend him up^ 
on this occafion« He embraced me and iaid, ^^ I re«> 
queft you my fon to remain with Sandoval. I pro* 
mife yoUy and I fwear by this beard, that I coniider 
myfelf much beholden to you, and have long done 
fo/' However, he would not permit me to attend 

t remember, when We Were in the town of Truxil-j 
la, 1 g^tleman tiamed Roderigo Manueca, a princi«» 
|>al officer in the ^neral's houfehold, to divert Cortes^ 
ieeing kim diftrefled, as he was with good reafon^ 
laid a wager with fome other cavaliers, that he would 
d^unb in his atmour to the top of the rock, whereon 
ftood the boufe which the Indians had built for the 
hc3id quartersi When he had got a confiderabk way 
up he mi&d his hold, and^ falling to the ground^ 
was lolled. Some of the fettlers of this place now 
began to grow mutinous, on finding that Cortes had 
<>mitted to name them to any oflice^. He however 
found the means to pacify them, by promifes not to 
forget them on his arrival at Mexico- iPrevious tQ 
hb departure, he ordered captain Diego de Godoy 
with his fettlers to quit the colony of Puerto de Ca- 
vallos, where it was impoffiUe for them to keep tlieir 
ground, on account of fleas, mufquitos, and other 
vermin, and to relieve us at the good fettlement of 
ifaco4 He alfo ordered us to take the province of 

Nicaragusii 
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IGcaragoa in our way to Mexico, as the goTernmrat 
of it was an objed woscth ai^)]ying for. Accordingljr 
wc took our leave of Cortes, who was embarked, and 
let out cheerfully upon our journey, as Memco was 
to be the end of it. It was, as ufual, attended with 
caserne diibrefs. However, we reached Naco, aad 
found that captain De Garro had before our arrival 
gone for Nicaragua, to acquaint his chief, Hernandez^ 
of the promife which Cortes had made, and we £st 
out on the enfuing day for Mexico. 

Two confidential friends of the governs Arias d^ 
Jkvik, having gotten the knowle<%e that a private 
ooiTd|>ondence was going on betweoi Hernandez and 
Cortes, began to fuQ>ed the view of the former to 
iurrender his province, and detach himfdf from Avih* 
Thefe fddiers were muned Garruito smd ZamorraiHX 
The former was urged on particularly by sm old enmi- 
ty to Cortes, on account of a rivaUhip about a lady 
in St. Don^ingo when they were both yemths, and 
which had ended in a dud. Thefe perfons informed 
Avila of the whole that they knew, and he, immedi* 
atdy on receipt of the intelligence, haftened off to 
fdze the parties concerned, Garro, alarmed in time, 
made his efcape to us ; but Hernandez, rdying upon 
thdr former intimacy and fricndfliip, thought that 
Avila would not proceed to extremities, and did not 
attempt to avoid him. He was however fadly un- 
deceived, for after a very fummary procefs he was 
executed as a traitor to his fuperior officer, in the 

town 
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lown which he was colonizing, and thus tnded the 
'Mgotiation between ^lim and Cortes. 

The fitft iime that Goftes £iilcd frota TnisHo fofr 
Vera Gruz^ he was obliged to put back by contrary 
winds, tht fecond time from an accident which hap^ 
pened to the veflel. He was difpirked by fickne&» 
the voyage aUb added to his mental depreffion, and 
he was apprehenfive of the power of the fa6kor. On 
his return he ordered a fblemn mafs, and prayed fer-* 
vi^tly to the Hdly Ghoft to enlighten him as to his 
future proceedings. It appears that he became ia» 
fpired with an inclination to fby and colonize the 
<^Hintry where he then was ; for he fent three cc* 
prefib as hard as they could poftto recal us and bring 
HS back to TruxSlo. In his letters he exprefied his 
determination, which iie attributed to the infpiratioti 
^fhis guardian angel. When we received this meflage 
we beftowed a thoufand maledi^tioiffi on Cortes and 
the ill fortune which attended him, and told Sandoval^ 
tittt if he chofe to remain it mull be by himfelf, for 
that we were determined to proceed to Meidca San- 
doval was alfo of our opinion j we therrfore return- 
ed an an{Wer to this effeft, figned by us all, and in a 
few days received another letter from him, which. 
COTtaincd great offers to fuch as fhould be induced 
tso remain^ and conduded by faying, that if we re- 
fiifed, there ftill remained foldiers in Caftille and elfe* 
where. On receiving this letter we wete if poffible 
arore determined than evet to procei^} but Sandoval 
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tameiUy entreated^ and peifuadsd us to hah i^ § 
few days, until he could fee Ck)rtes, in the 1k^ qI 
perfuading him tq undertake the journey to Mexico^ 
We wrote back in reply, that as he Md ht could 
find ibldiers in Caftille, fo could we gov^w)rt and 
generals in Mexico, who wouki g^re us jdailtatiow 
for our fervicas^ and that we had fu£Ebred misfortunes 
enough already by him. With this answer Sandoval 
fet off, attended by a^ foldier named Sauzedci, and ^ 
farrier^ and mounts on his good hotBi Motilfat, 
bearing by his beard that he would not returii ua^ 
til he had put Cortes on board the flup 6^ Mexko.' 

^ow I hiention Sandoval's hdtfe, I ihUft obfi?rvef 
bf him, that he was the: fwifteft, and the bcft drefled, 
and fineft figure, of any horfe in New Spain : lie was 
of a dark chfrfnut colour, and fueh was the fame of 
Motilll, that it reached the ear of his Majeily, to 
^honi Sahdoval intended td prefeiit him. Sandoval 
applied \6 me at this time for my hoiffe, an dxcelletit 
animal for career, exercife, or road. He coft me &k 
iiundred crowns to onis; Avalbs, brother to Saavedra } 
my formed ori^j which had coft me a greater fum^ 
being killed in an aftion at a plate called Zul^KiOi 
However, Sandoval exchanged with me One of Ms, 
^hich was killed undfer mi in kfe than two montl^ j 
after which I remained with nothing better than a 
vicious colt, which I bought a bad balfgain of frcrtn 
amongft tkofe brought to Truxiilo in th^ two v^effi^ 
as I have befi>i:e rdated^ Sandcr^al at parting from 

ul 
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«^ dofiDed ut to wsdt his return at ^ Uurge Indian 
tovm named Acalteca* When he reached TruxillQ, 
kia friend C^es was rejoiced to fee Hm^ but neither 
our letter, nor the preffing inftanoes of Sandoval, nor 
of the revisrend father Varillas, could ii^uce him to 
furmount his averfioA tQ proceed to Mexi^o^ 

When Sandoval found it impoflible to induce Cor< 
te$ to go to Mexico^ he prevailed upon him to ien4 
9. confidential fervaqt named Martin de Orantes, with 
ji c<»nn|ifiion to Pedro de Alv2U*ado» and Franqifco d« 
las Caias, to tak? upon them the gov^^nment during 
Hs abfence, in cafe thofe ofl^erswere in Mexico i and 
jliould they not be found there, the lame power wan 
to be exercifed by the treafurer Alonzio de Eftrada^ 
^d the contador Albornos, conformably to the de« 
fnitation given by Cortes to them, previous to hi^ 
departure from Mexico, thofe delegated to the faftor 
and v^or being revoked. Cortes, having agree4 
to this, and given his orders and inftrudions^ dire£le4 
Orantes to land in a bay between Vera Crua and Pa». 
nuco, and to fuflfer no one to go on Ihore but him* 
felf ; and the veffel was immediately to hoift fail and 
p-cwe^d for PanucQ, Thde laft inftruftions were 
given, that the arrival of his oflker fliojild be kept 
as private is p<rfiUb until the proper time. He alfo 
fent letters by him to all his friends in New Spain, 
»nd to the treafurer and contador, although he knev| 
ttawi in reaKty not to belong to. the nimibcr,^ 
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The wind aad weather bdng favourable^ in a ft<ii» 
days the veffd anived at its deftination, and Orantea^ 
on landing diiguifed himfelf as a labourer. On h^ 
journey he avoided the Spaniards, lodgiiag and^ mixn 
kig only with the natives* Thofe who had laiowi^ 
him before could nofr h«ve recognized him, after an 
abfence of two years and three months. To fuch a$ 
^ueftioned him he faid, that his name was Juan d^ 
flechilla ; in this manner, being an adive man, he 
arrived in four days at Mexico, and^ entering the 
city after dark, he proceeded dire£Uy to the lod^ngs 
of the reverend fathers Francifcans. Oh being ad*- 
mitted, he there found the Alvarados, and fevcral of 
the friends of Cortes, concealed. When he had ex- 
plained who he was, and produced the genend's let- 
ters, all prefent, the reverend fathers not excepted 
danced for joy : they immediately locked the gates 
of the monaftery, to exclude the obfervation of the 
traitor(»xs party, andat midnight the intelligence was 
communicated to the treafurer, the contador, anct 
many of the friends of Cortes, who inunediatel^ 
afiembled at the Francifcans. 

It was then determined by them, as the firfl fkep, to, 
feize on the perfon of the fador in the morning. AH 
the intermediate time was emjJoyed in coUeding 
arms and friends, and making other pi;eparations for 
the purpofe. The veedoi* was at that period at the 
rock pf Coatlan. At day break the whok. party 
inarched to the palace i^ha-^ited by the fa^r, crying^ 
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^Long live his Mjycfty and Hernando Cortes/* 
When this was heard by the citizens, they 2^1 took tOL 
their arms, tUnldng it fomcthing wherein govern-i 
ment caUed for theif affiftance^ and number^ undei;^ 
that idea joined the treafurer on his march. As tq 
the contadc^, he played a double part, giving intelfir 
genq^ to the fador to put him on his guard; an4 
£ftrada reproached him ftrongly for his condud^ 

When the party of Cortes a{^roached thercfidemce 
f>f the fador, they found that he was alre^idy wdl 
prepared, owing to the information that he had r&n 
ceived« His fUtillery un^er Tkm Luis 4c Guzman 
was planted in front of the houfe, and he had a ftrong 
garrifon within fide, Thofe with the treafurer forc- 
ing their way in, fome by the different doors(, other* 
by the terraces and wherever they could get ^cceis^ 
^ at thelfame time, and ^oytipg for his Majefty and 
Cortes, the adherents of the fa^or became difmayed, 
^nd the artillery-men abandoning the gun^, the ot^o: 
foldiers alfo made off and hid themfelves; one of 
them, GinesNortes, leaping down froni a corredorj 
fo that there only remained with the faftor, Pedro 
Gonzalez Sabiote, and four fervants. When he 
found himfelf thus abandoned, he became defperate, 
and endeavoured himfelf to fire off the guns, in which 
fittempt he was feized and made prifoner. A large 
page of timber was conftrucled to receive him, and 
thus terminated his career as governor of New Spain, 
9i|*cular notice was fent to all the provinces of this 
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revolution, by wludi each individual was ^eafed of 
diflktisfied as his partkular intereft fwayed him. 
When the veedor heard it he was fo diftreffed that he 
fell fick. He left his command with captain De Mem* 
jaraz, and got himfelf conveyed towards Merico, and 
reaching the monaftery of St, Francis in Tezcuco, h^ 
there fliut himfelf up, and was fliortly after mad<S 
prifoner and fecured in another wooden cage. 

Immediate intelligence of all that had happened 
was forwarded to Pedro de Alvarado, with direftions 
to him to proceed to TruxiHo, and wait upon Cortes^ 
The next thing that the new deputies did was, to 
pay their refpefts to Juanna de Manfilla, the woman 
v^ho had been whipped for a witch. The treafurei* 
placed her on horfeback behind him, and thus, at^ 
tended by all the cavdiers in proceffion, flie was pa- 
raded through the ftreets of Mexico like a Roman 
matron, and was ever after called Donna Juanna, in 
honour of her conftancy, in reftifing to comply with" 
the orders of the faftor to marry again, while flie was, 
convinced that her hufband was living. 

The fituation of Mexico evidently requiring the 
prefence of Cortes, Fra. Diego de Altamirano was 
pitched on by his friends to wait upon him, and re- 
prefent to him the neceflity of his immediately fetting^ 
out. This father had been in the military profeffion 
before he entered the church, and was a man of bufi- 
jieis and abilities^ Th^ condufl: purfued by the 
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^edor and fadlor, and (Specially their confifcations 
^d diftribution of property among their greedy fup- 
porters, bad gainiid them many adherents, and, if not 
frknds^ at leafi perfons intcrefted in the maintenance 
of their government* Thcfe, compofcd principally 
of the.ldw and feditious defcription, but mixed with 
fome of quality, with the fupport and contrivance of 
the contadof , who dreaded the arrival of Cortes, had 
formed a plan to kill the treafurer, and reinftate the 
£kdor and vendor in their offices. For the purpofe of 
tdeafing them from prifon, they had recourfe to one * 
Cruzmto, a white-finith ; a fellow of low charafter, 
and a ridiculous afiedter of wit. To him they applied 
to m^be the key^ giving him a piece of gold where- 
X)n was marked the form in which they were to ht 
wrought, and charing him. at the fame time to keep 
the ftrideft fecrefy. All this he readily undertook 
and pf omi&d, fpeaking as if he had the liberation of 
the prifbncrs finccrely at heart. They then tdd him 
all the particulars which his inquifitivenefs induced 
liim to queftion them about, and he proceeded in his 
Work but flowly and awkwardly, in order to induce 
them to repeat their vifits, to hurry him on j and he 
thus obtained from the confpirators the knowledge 
that he required. The keys being finilhed, and the 
party ready to make the attempt, he fuddenly went 
to the houfe of the treaforer, and gave him an account 
of the whole. The treafurer, aflcmbling the friends 
of Cortes on the inftant, proceeded to the place of 
meeting, where he found twenty confpirators armed, 

and 
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and in waiting for the fignal, Thcfe he feized, tjttfr 
many others made their efcape. Among thefe ap* 
prehended were fome notorious characters ; one ot 
them had lately conmiitted violence on a CailiUian 
woman. They were tried before the bachelor Ortc-* 
ga, alcalde major, and, being convidedj three were 
hanged, and feveral whipped^ 

I mixft now make a cbnfiderable digrefEcn from m^ 
narrative, though it comes in properly in point oi 
matter, to mention how the fame vefiel which con-» 
reyed the letters tranfinitted by the feftor to his Ma-* 
jfcfty in Caftille, conveyed others, fo artfully conceal^ 
ed, that he had no fufpicion of them, wherein was 
given a full and true account of all his oppreffionsy 
and unlawful proceedings. Thefe fadts had alfo been 
already reported by the courts of St. Domingo^ 
which contradijfted the accounts of the death of Cor-^ 
tes, and informed his Majefly how that officer wa» 
employed for his fervice. The Emperor is reported 
to have declared his indignaticm at the manner in^ 
which Cortes had been treated, and his determination 
to fupport him. 

When Era. Altamirano arrived at Truxillo, and 
explained his bufinefs to Cortes, the latter returned 
thanks to Heaven for having granted peace to that 
country. He alfo declared his intention of going 
thither, but that it muft be by land, on account of the 
contrariety of the currents, and his own bad ftateof 

health. 



THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO- 347 * 

]|«alth. The pilots however repre&nted to him that 
the Ibafoo was favouraUe, it bdng then the month of 
April, and prevailed upon him to give up his &t& det 
termination i but AUl he could not leave that place 
until the return of Sandoval, whom he had detached 
againft a captain Roxas, who ferved under Arias, and 
againft whom complaints had been lodged by the na- 
tives of a diftrid named Olancho, which was diftant 
about fifty-five leagues from Truxillo. Sandoval had 
been detached thither with feventy foldiers ; at firft 
the two parties were upon the brink of hoftilities, but 
V became afterwards recpnciled, .and parted amicably, 
Roxas and his foldiers quitting that country, 

Sandoval was immediately recalled, in confequeqce 
of the meflage brought by Altamirano. The general 
appointed captain Saavedra his lieutenant in that pro- 
vince, and wrote at the fame time to captain Luis 
Marin to march our whole party by the road of Gua- 
timala, and captain Godoy he ordered tp Naco. Thefe 
fetters Saavedra malicioufly fupprefled, for they never 
came to our hands. Cortes previous to his embark- 
ation confeffed to Fra. Juan, and received the facra- 
ment ; for he was fo ill that he thought himfelf at the 
point of death. The wind favouring his voyage to 
the Havannah, he foon arrived there, and was joyful- 
ly received by his former friends and acquaintances ; 
^nd a veffd from New Spain, which arrived about 
the fame time, brought intelligence that th^ country 

Yoh. U. JP p was 
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was at pea(%, for xkM the b^dtaftt^ bttarii^ that Cor* 
tcfy sffid wehis cesK^worS) WM% yetlinBg^ hod coat 
ta and fobmitted. 



CHAPTER VIII 



Return of Cortes to Mexico. Occurrenees fbere. jRr- 
tum of the Author to Mexico. 

AFTE R five days' refpcffiment at the Havaimah, 
Cortes embarked, and in twelve days arrived 
at the port of MedelKn, oppofite to the ifland Pe los 
Sacrlfidos, where he difembarked with twenty fol- 
diersy and, proceeding to the town of San Juan dc 
Ulua, which was diflant about half a league, it was 
his fortune to light upon a firing of hprles and mules 
which had conveyed travellers to the coaft, and which 
he engaged to take him to Vera Oruz. He ordered 
thofe about hhn to giveiRo hint to any one who he 
was, and two hours before day break, arriving at the 
town, he went direfUy to the church, the doors of 
which were juft opened. When the facriftan faw the 
church filled with people whom he did not know, he 
became alarmed, and ran into the ftreet, calling to the 
civQ power to ai&fi lum« The alcaldes^ three algua« 

zik^ 
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i^, and foHie of the nmghbouvs, came wttH annt in 
<€mfequ^ce of the noife* Cortea was fqualid, ajid 
the white habit of the reverend father was dirty from 
the fea voyage ; nor did any one recoUe^l them im* 
til Cortes began to fpeakf but as foon as he was re« 
cognized by them, they all fell i^pon their knees, 
kifled his hands, and bid him and his attendants wel« 
come* All his old fellow foldiers aflembled around 
him, and after mafs efcorted him to the quarters of 
PedrO' Moreno Meckano, wh^c he remained for eight 
days, during which time he was feafted and entertain* 
ed by the inhabitants. Intelligence was alfo lent to 
Meaco ta give the people there the joyful tidings,, 
and Cortes wrote to^ his friends to the fame efie^ 
The Indians of the neighbourhood brought him. 
abundant prefents, and when he fet out for the city 
of Mexico every preparation was made for his accom- 
modation. The inhabitants of Me:idco> and of all the 
places round the lake, celebrated his return with fefti-^ 
vals, and thofe of Hafcala did theiame. 

When he arrivedat Tezcuco,, where the contador 
came to w^t upon him,, he thought it proper to re- 
main there for that night, and on the next morning 
but one he entered the city^ being met by all the offi* 
cers, cavaliers, and other inhabitants^ in great fiate»^ 
The natives in their beft drefles, and armed as war» 
riors, filled the lake ^ith their canoes y the dancings 
continued in every ftreet during the day, and at night 
the city was illuminated with lights at every door. 
* Immediately 
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Immediately on his arrival he went M the monaftcfy 
of St, Francifco, to return thanks to Ood for all his 
mercies to him. From that he went to his magnificent 
palace, where he was fervcd, and eftecmed, and fear- 
ed, as a fovereign prince, all the provinces making 
their fubmiffions, and fending prefents and congratu- 
lations to him# The entry of Cortes into Mexico 
was in the month of June* He immediately ordered 
the arreft of thofe who had been moft eminent for 
fedition and faction, ind caufed an inquiry to be in- 
ftituted into the conduft of the two great culprits. He 
alfo arreftcd one Ocampo, who had b^n concerned in 
defamatory libels, and a perfon of the name of Ocana, 
a fcrivener. * This man, who was very old, was calkd 
the body and foul of the faftor. He now intended 
to proceed immediately to bring the veedor and faftor 
to juftice for their crimes, and if he had done fo no 
one could have fiiid againft it, and it would have met 
his Majcfty^s approbation. This I heard feid by fomc 
members of the royal council of the Indies, the bifliop 
de las Cafiis being prefent, in the year of our Lord one 
thou£md five hundred and forty, when I was attend- 
ing on my own affairs ; but in this inftance Corte$ 
may be juftly taxed with feeblenefs of condu^» 

The reader has already been informed of the char* 
ges brought againft Cortes in Caftille, and of the or- 
ders iflued to the admiral of St. Domingo ; of the in- 
terpofition of the Duke of Bcjar, and the appoint- 
ment of Luis Ponce de Leon. The licentiate, at this 

^ period 



-j^eriod of which I am writing, had arrived at MedcL' 

Kn. The fuddennefe of his coming rather furpri£sd 

Cortes, who, when he received the intdUgence, was 

performing his devotions in the church of St. Frands* 

He earneftly prayed to the Lord to guide him n 

feemed beft to his holy wifdom, and on coming out 

-of the church fent an exprefs to bring him informa- 

^ tion of all particulars. In two days after, the liceii- 

tiate fent him his Majefty's orders to receive him at 

refident judge in ^Mexico, and Cortes in confequence 

thereof difpatched a perfon with a meffage of complin 

m|^t, and defiring to know which of the two road^ 

t^ tJ^p city he intended to take, that he might make 

filch prepjtrations as were proper for the reception of 

a perfon of his rank. The licentiate fent him badt 

an anfwer, thanking him for his polite oflfets, and d^ 

daring his intention to repofe after the fatigues of Im 

voyage, for a little time, where he was. This inter*. 

val was bufily employed by the enemies of Cortes, 

who reprefented to the licentiate that it was his dc^ 

, termination to put the faftor afld veedpr to death, 

before his arrival, and that it was neceffary for him 

to take good care as to his own perfon, for as to a^ 

thefe civilities of Cortes, they were only intended, by 

'afcertaining the road that he intended to take, under 

the colour of preparation to do him honour, thenvore 

eflfedually to fucceed in his intention to ai&ffinatc 

him. They aMb mifreprefented every tranfa^tion ill 

' which Cortes had beea concerned. 

The 
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Tbe perfinis^ vHiom the iictntiate principally coff« 
ivlted were the alcalde nuyor Froano, a native of 
Cordova ; aad hi9 brother the alcalde of the citadel, 
named Sala^ dd h Pedrada, who ihordy after his 
irrival AeA of a pleuriiy t Marcos de Aguilar, a licen- 
ttate or bachdor } a fi:>ldier named Bocanegra de Cor- 
dova ; and certain fitfaerv of the order of St. Dornk*^ 
go, the provincial of whom was one Fra* Thomas 
Ortis. He had been a prior fomewhere that I do not 
now recdleft, and afl thofe who came with him de* 
fcribed him to be a man more fit for worldly affairs 
tiiao thofe which particulariy concerned his holy^of*^ 
fice. With thefir perfons the licentiate confultcd ^a& 
to his proceeding to Mexico, which they all were c^ 
iqnnion ihould not be delayed an in£bant., According*^ 
If, the laft m^Emgera difpatehed by Cortes met him 
on the road at Iztapalapa. A fumptuous banquet was^ 
here prepared for thmi^ at which, after feveral abun- 
dant and magmfieent ferviccs, fome cheefe-cakes and 
cuftard9 were placed upon the table^ as great delia^ 
cics.^ They were fo much approved of, and fbme of 
the company eat of them in fuch cpiantities, that they 
made them fide ; but tho& who eat of them in mo* 
deration were not at all zSk&td. However thi^ prior,. 
Fra. Thomas Ortis^ afferted that they had been poifon- 
cd with arienic, and that he had »ot eat^ of them 
from a fulpidon that they were fo j but others, who 
were prefisnt declared that he ftufied himfeif heartily 
with them, and faid that they were the beft he ^^ 

evef 
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erer t^&cd. ' This new charge was inunecUatdy £nz* 
ed on and ciradated bf the enemies of Cortes, to 
throw an odium upon him« 

During this time Cortes remained in Mexico. Re- 
port faid that he had fent a good prefent of gdd to 
the licentiate. Hiis I canned warrant ; but as he haid 
perfons fiationed to bring him intelligence) on his 
quittiiig Iztapahpa Cortes fet oni id meet him, vnth 
a grand and numerous retinue of all the officers and 
geritlemen of the city. When the two parties met, 
many civilities pafied between the great men ; tb# 
ficentiate tfeemed to me to be well acquai^iied with tbf 
rules of poHtenefs. It was with ^eat difficulty that 
Cortes could prevs^ upon him to take the r^ht baiidL 
On his entry into the city he proceeded to the mo« 
naftery of St. Francifco, bufinefi being deferred till 
the enfuing day. Cortes attended the ficentiate to 
the palace prepared for him, where he entertained' h&m 
moft fumptuoufly ; but his poHtenefi and grandeur 
of manner wa^ more ftriking than all the reft, info^ 
tntkch that the licentiate obferved privately to Ub 
friends, that Cortes muft have been for a long time 
pa& e^etcifing him£^ in the manners of a great mm. 

tin the *hfuingday, th6 coundl of MexicD, and^ 
Hit civil and miHtary officers, and the veteran iol^ 
diers, were aflemUed by order ; aend in their prdfence 
the licentiate Ponce de Leon produced his authority 
bvta his Majefty, which Cc^tes having kifled^ ^and 

placed 
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piaoed upon his head in token of fiibtniflion, they all 

declared th^ir obedience to, as in duty bound. The 

Bcentiate then received and returned back the rod of 

juftice, in token of the furrender of the government 

ixito his hands, faying to Cortes, ' '^ (Jeneral, this go- 

**vcrnment I receive from you by his Majefly's or- 

^ dcrs, wherein however it is by no means implied 

^ that you are not moft worthy of this, or higher 

^ trails/' To which the general replied, that he was 

al^^ys ha^py in obeying his Majefty's commands, and 

that it was alfo a fatisfa£tion to him, that he would 

he thereby enabled to prove the falfehood and malice 

rf his enemies. The licentiate in anfwer (aid, that 

where were good men, there were alfo bad, and fuch 

wai the world ; but that to each would be repsdd in 

kind. This was all the material bufinds of the day. 

On the next, Cortes attended the funmion of the new 

governor, who fent it with much refped, and they 

had a conference, at which no one was prefent except 

the prior Thomas Ortiss ; but it is faid and believed 

that the licentiate addreffed Cortes to the following 

tficft : He firft obferved that it had been his Majcf- 

ty's intention, that thofe who ha4 moft merit in the 

conqueft of thb country fliould be w^U provided for 

in tjic diftribution of plantations, confidering more 

i^ecially'the foldiers who fifft came thithdr from 

Cuba; and that it had .been underftood that this was. 

not the cafe, for that they had been negleded, while 

Oftho'S newly arrived had wealth heaped upon them, 

wkboat any juft pretenfioos. Cortes, to this, replied, 

- that 
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that all had got fhayes, but that fbnvc of thefe it was 
±rue Jturned out much infenor to othera.; however, it 
^was'in,his power as governor now to reftify that, 
^^e gqvernor then alked him Jiow it happened that 
Tiie KacT left Luis de Godoy'to perilh* foj: want in'a 
diftant fettlcment, when the veterans ought to. have 
been yufiered to; reih^dh and enjoy the comforts . of 
^abliflied poflei&qn^ in Mexicd, and the Xifiw colom- 
z^XiQns have bee^ afligned to new comers. He a^o 
Inquired how captain Luis Marin^ fiernal Diaz 4&1 
Caftillp, and the others of his kpprdvedi foldiers^ hail 
Jbeen taken care of. Cortes replied, that for bu^e^s 
of d^Miger. it was ufelefe to employ ^a^iy but his vetc- 
jrans ;^but that thejr would foon fie eij^ded return, to 
Mexipo, being, then upon their road thither. 7 The 
^ov^rnor next a^d\him, rat|ier ilKarjdy, about nis 
imprudent march againft Chriftdval de Oli, under- 
taken withoiit his Majefty's orders or permifliqp. , To 
which Cortes anfwered, that he confidered ij^tp be 
necdSkry for Ins Majefty's fervice, ' as.the dangerous 
cfl£As of fuch example among Officers entruftejdwidii 
^fcparate commands might be very extenfive, and that 
jhe^had, previous to ietting out, feported to his Ma^ 
jfetty iis intention fo to do. He then queftione^ Cor- 
tesVa3 to the affiiirs of Narvafez,,Garay, and^apia, 
\o *aH whicL Cortes .gave fuch iatisfaftory anfwers 

that the governor feemcd to Jbe well contented there- 
of •:.... ^ , . . .. . i. .■ ..■ -;-/:v ' • ^ "■• 
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After Cortes Ixad retired, Fra. Thomis Ortiz cafled- 

t)n three perfons, intimate friends of the general, an^ 

with great carneftnefs told thejn the fkxht which i^ 

on the enfuing morning told to Cortes himfdf ; . foi^ 

conaing to Him at that time, and defiring to Ipeak to 

-liim in private, he then affured him, with many pror* 

tcftations of frleijdlhip, and wiffics to Tervehiiti, that 

the governor had (ectet orders' from his Majcfty irtfc 

thcdiatcly to biQiead hi|ti> and that he had tho^ight k 

^rpperj^ in conformity* with the duty of his &c^|(l 

lunftioni ^as wdTas" from his private regard, to givte 

'^him early Intelligence; ' This friendly commufilcatiolti 

It may 1)^'fu|)pbTed -gave Cortes a good deal to renea 

u|>pii : he ^a^ SiStfi?' f a^gf JH^dof the Intriguirfig and 

■fijhuliting chara^lfer'of th^ iFrJaj^JS^^ induced to 

■?i??^^^; *^' ^'^'^^'^ ^o«e to' ihd JE! ^'"^ *° S»*^^ * 
^b^ibfe^fbr his ihtefcefe. OtherVfS ^^^erwards 
that Ortiz aded by ^he direclionj of Ik g«^$*66h 
fortes, however, feQclvcd^is ^j^e'teiidpd P^^^ '»«- 
forn^tion with many {hanJi, dedarlnghi^^^ 
1 1^'^^ '^' ^ "^^ opinion or4 WS^> 
fe had r^^'^S^"^ ^^- in that manr^cr, feti^ 
lie had too high an Qplrion of die governorl'^J- 
M he „,^ dung wlthoulUi:'--^^ 

h^ffeath-f.-^r^^^^^ .were.«otattena^l7 . 
-ah^nS in . f ^.S-"^red ■himfelf with, 1.^ '4- 
»-ned much confufeVaid did not know ^ to 
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^, The new governor iffucd public notice, that all 
IPrho had complaints to make agaijaft the former ad^ 
ininiftration of the country ihould bring them for- 
wardjj whether they were concerning Cortes, the civil 
or the military officers.' In confequence of this, a 
hoft of accufers, litigants and claimants flarted up« 
All the general's private enemies brought accufationf 
againft him ; others who had really juftice on their 
iide laid claim to what was due to them. Some al- 
Icdged that they had, not received their proper lharc$ 
of gold ; others that they had not been fuflidently re- 
warded; and others, demanded remuneration for 
their horfes killed in the wars, although they had 
gotten ten times the value in gold .; and fome demand- 
ed Tatisfadion for perfonal injuries*. Juft at the pe? 
riod, when the governor had: opened his court to give 
a hearing to aH the parties^ it was God's will, and 
for our fins and misfortunes, that he fhould be taken 
fuddenly ill of a feyer, and a. lethargy coming on 
him he remained* in that ftatc fdur days^. His three 
phyficians then advifed hita to confefs smd receive the 
'fecrament, which hedid with great devotion, and ap-». 
pointed, as his^ fbcceflbr in, the government, Marcos 
de Aguilat, who had come, with him from Caftillc* 
$ome faid that the latter was only a. bachelor, and 
not a licentiate, and therefore incapable of adiftg ; 
Jiowever, the governor left him orders not to pro- 
ceed further with the bufinefs of t|ie court, but that 
anfic^ldbc laid befdire his Majefty-. On tlie ninth 
4?Y fromtht time he "was "taketf ill, the governed 
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gave up his breath to our Lord. The whol? dtf 
went into mourning on the occafion. The military 
deplored his lo6 with particular reafon, for he certain, 
fy intended to redrcfs 2ili-alj6fes» and to reward us ac* 
cording to our merits* 

I heard an anecdote of him, at the time of hi» 
death, and it was this : He was of a gay difpofition, 
and fond of mufic : to divert his lethargy, his atten* 
dants brought a lute, and played upon it in his apart- 
ment ; and they faid that while they played him a 
favourite air, he beat time to it, and juft as it was 
finiihed he expired. What malignities and iianders 
were now circulated againft Cortes, by his enemies in 
Mexico ! they faid that he and Sandoval had poifon- 
td the governor, as he had before done Garay. The 
moft bufy in this malicious affair was the friar Ortiz* 
It appeared as if the veffel which brought them hadi 
been infefted with the dxfeafe of which the governor 
died ; above a hundred of thofe who came in it hav- 
ing died at fea, or after landing. All the friars, ex:* 
x:ept a very few, were fwept off, and the contagioa 
pervaded the city of Mexicg. 

It was the wifli of thpfc who ^Vt enemies to Cor* 
tes^ that the inquiry ^lould.be proceeded on in the 
feme manner as was intended before the deati; of the 
late governpf. Cortes. afferteid his readipefi, provid* 
ed that the jie\jr. governor Aguilar would take upon 
him the refponfibiEty of adiiig contrary to the tefta- 

ment 
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ment of Ins ^recieceflbr. Tfie douncil of IVIcsicd 

however Infifted that Ag;uilar was ineligible to that 

jiugh iituation, on account of his age, infirmities i and 

other incapacities, which indeed were pretty evident^ 

iliey tlierefbre recommended that Ckirtes fliould be 

affociated with him ; but he infifted on adhering 

ftriffily to the letter of the teftameht of hiS predecet 

for, and Cortes was alfo entirely adverfc to ta^ng 

any fliare of the authority, {6t prix^ate reafons, ib 

t^at the whole weight refted dn this poor heflic old 

man, who was obliged to drink goat's iiiilk, and to 

bfe fuckled by a Caftilliah woriiah to kifeep him alive. 

I will now go to a diftance both in time and place, 
to relate that which happened to us on our journey 
to Mexico from Naco, where we were waiting to hear 
from Sandoval, who was to lend us notice of the fail- 
ing of Cortes, which intelligence we never received ; 
Saavedra, I have already mentioned, malicioufly fup- 
preiEng the letters with which he was entrufled* 

Wten our captain Marin and the reft of us found 
that we were difappointed in the receipt of our ex* 
pcScd intelligence, we determined to fend a party to 
Tru»llo to learn the truth. Accordingly, ten of tilfe 
cavalry, of which I was one, fet out, and on our ar- 
rival at a place named Olancho, we learned from fome 
Spaniards that Cortes had failed. This liitdligencc 
was foon after confirmed to us in a COifliliuttication 
we had with &avcdra j we thcfifore returaai to oor 

" cj^tain 
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captain Marin with, the good news, andfoon after we 
all fct out with joyful hearts for Mexico. I recoUc6fc 
we threw ftones at the country we left bdiind us« 

^. On our way, at a place called Maniani, we met 
^vefoldiers who had been lent by Alvarado in fearch, 
pi us« They were commanded by one of our vete- 
rans, named Diego de Villanuevai, a brave fddier. 
j^ foon aa we had rcxognized each other, and faluted, 
we inquired for his captain, Alvarado, who he in- 
formed us was not hx diftant, and whom according- 
ly, after two days* march farther, we fell in wiila. 
Our meeting took place at the town of Cholulteca 
Malalaca, and a third party joined us therCj^ compoTed 
of capj:aini under Pedro Axia* de Avila, who met Al^ 
varado's party to adjuft (bme difference about bounds* 
We remained here; together foi: thn^ days, Alvara- 
do at this time fent one Gafpar Aria^de Avila, a con- 
fidential friend of his, to treat with captain Pedro 
Arias, about fome particular bufinef^ I believe rda* 
live to a marriage j for captain P. A. de Avila feem.v 
ed much devoted to Alvarado* ^ 

Continuing our march, ^we croffed a hoftile couiw 
try, wji^e the natiy^s killed one of our foldiers, and 
.woun4qd three others.; Jk^ want :of ti^e prevented 
our puniJbing. them as they.5lciixyed.. Further on, 
in Guatimak,ithey.h?4;^ipijuinedthc^^^ againft 
,it8,iA»d w^ were <^imfAi^^ffiAw l» fofcmg our 
Tway*; JSff ft I reoejiv/jd^a wp^nd of aji aprow^ , but k 

waa 
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^isbflitile confcifucncc. We'tlieri atriveclat the 
ViDey where the city o^Guatimala^is now built, the 
people of* whith wctc all hoftile/' ^^ rdtoHeft that here 
we had a number of fliocks of an earthquake, very 
long In their duration^ and fp violent' as to throw 
fevcgral of the foldiers to the ground/ * * ''"" * 

When we paffed old Guatiniala,' the natives had 
aflembled to give us an hoftile reception, but we drove 
tKeni away before "us, and took poffeffion of thfeit 
magnificent dwellings and quadrangles, for that night,' 
and on the enfuiftg day we hutted ourfelies on the 
plain, where we halted for ten days'; durtng which 
time Alvarado fent fummbns to the neighbouring 
Indians, to come in and fubmit. We delayed h6re to 
receive their anfwers, which none of them tho^ht 
proper to fend. We then proceeded on our journey 
by long marches, until we reached the ftatibn of Al- 
varado's main force, at "Olint^peque. After halting 
there for fome days we proceeded on towards Mexico, 
by Soconuzco and iTeguantepeque* ' On this nmrch 
we loft two of our Spaniards, and the Mexican lord 
Juan Velafquez, who had been a chief under Guati- 
motzin. 

When we arrived at Guaxaca, we learned the news 
fii the death of the governor Ponce de Leon, Anxi- 
cufly prcffing forward for Mexico, we arrived at 
Cbalco, from whence we fent forward meffengers to 
Cortes to inform hun of our apiproach, and requeft- 
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ing that he would provide us good quarters, wfiich 
we much required^ for it vf^ mw twp ye^r« suad 
three months unce we let out upon our expedition. 
As Cortes knew ,of our Moroach, he rode out wit& 
many (;avaherj to meet us on the caufeway, and ac< 
company us into the city. We went, on our arrhrai, 
to the great church, to return our thanks to (Sod. 
^rpm thence we attended ^thcgeneral to his palace, 
where he had a fumptuous entertainment provided 
for ps. Alvarado went to his rpfidence in the for- 
trefe, of which .he had been appointed alcalde. Luis 
Mgirin, wept to lodge with Sandoval, and I and another 
friend named captain Xuis Sanchez, were taken by 
Andrez de Tapia- to his houfe. Sandoval and all our 
friends, and Cortos among the re^, ^fent us prefents 
of ncccffarics, as alfo gold and cocoa for our expenfes* 

On the next day my friend an^^I, accompanied by 
-Sandoval and Andres de Tajpia, proceeded to wiit 
upon; the gpyernpr Aguilar,, who received us with 
much politenefs, but declared his inability to make 
any new arrangements, the whole being left to kis 
JMajefly's arbitration ; but that if he was authorifed, 
he would do every thing that lay in his power to ^ 
give us fatisfaftion. At this time arrived from the 
ifland^^ Cub?, Diego deOrdas, whom I have already 
jnention^d as. the circulator of the report of coir 
4i22^hs; He y/as feverely taxed for his impropriety, 
^ut .^moft folemhly denied it to us, averring 'th^Tie 
had. only written an account of the unfortunate aflffibr 

at 
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^ j^kaloxiga as it really happened, and any mifrepre* 

ibntation that was made, the factor was accountable 

ibr J and for the truth of what he afferted he refer-. 

red to his letters. Cortes had at this time too much 

bufineiTs on his hands to ^mbkrrafs himfelf any further 

with this ; he therefore tnought proper to drop it, 

and endeavour to refcuc his propeirty, ^ich had 

been difpofed of upon the fuppolition of his death* 

A great part of it had been appropriated to the ex- 

penfes of celebrating his funeral fervice, and to the 

' fiiymg; maflfes for his foul and ours, to give credit to 

the report; and thefe perpetual mafles which had 

luecji fa purchafed out of the property of Cortes upon 

the fiippofition of his death, and for the good of his 

feul^ were now, that he was found to pc alive, and 

no longer to be in heed of them, purchafed by one 

Juan de Caceres, for thel^enefit of his own foul^ when>« 

ever he was to die ; fo that Cortes was more removed 

from the re-attainment of his property than ever. 

Ordas, who Was a Wife rtiaft, and one of experience 
in worldly aflFairs, feeing that Cortes was negle£led, 
and had fallen in public eflimation fince his being 
' fuperfeded by the governor Ponce de Leon, advifed 
him to affume more confequence, and a more f^ately 
appearance, than his natural difpolition prompted him 
,to, in order to maintain the refped that was due to 
him ; but fuch was his natural plainnefs of manmer^, 
that he never at any tiipe liked to be called other wife 
than fimply^ Cortes;, and truly it was a great and no- 
VoL. U. R r ble 



J44 l^E TRUE HISTORY Of 

Wc name in itfelf, and as much revered as Caefiir^at and 
Pompey's in the time of the Romans, Ha&nibal'S 
among the Carthaginians, or in our time that ^ 
Gonzalo Hernandez, or the moft Vdiant a^d ever k^ 
vincible Diego Garcia de Paredes, Ordas alfb inn 
formed Cortes of the r^ort that was circulatot 
through Mexico, of itis being his intention to put the 
h^OT to death privatdy in jail ; and he w^urned Mm 
hf the man being powerfully patronifed. 

■ The treafurer Eftrada at this time married off t\vK> 
of his daughters ; one to Jwge de Alvarado, another 
to Don Luis de Guzman, fon to the Count de Caf- 
tellar. It was then fettled that Pedro de Alvarado 
Ihould go to CaiHlle to foiicit the government of 
Guatimala, and he in the mean time fent his brother 
^orge to that province with a force of our allies of 
different nations, to reduce it. The governor alfo 
about that period fent a force againft the province of 
J Chiapa, under the*command of Don Juan Enriquez 
^e Guztoan, a near relation of the duke of Medina 
Sidonia ; another to the province of Tabafco, under 
Balthafar Offorio ; and a third againft the Zapotecan 
tnountaineers, under Alonzo de Herrera, one of our 
veterans* 

Aftet Kngermg for eight mt)ttths> the governof 
'Marcos de AguOar gave up theghoft, leaving by tefta. 
^ent the treaftirer Alonzo de Eftrada his fucccffor. 
'At this tane the council ctf MeJdco, and many prin». 

cipal 
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cipal Spaniards, were folicitous that Cort^ ihoxild be 
oflbdated with the treafurer in the government, the 
Jatter appearing entirely incompetent at the prefent 
jun<5hirc, more particularly for the following reafon \ 
Nuno de Guzman, who had for two years governed 
the province of Panuco, was a man of a moft furious 
and tyrannical difpofition, arbitrarily extending the 
bounds of his jurifdiftion, and putting to death all 
who dared to oppofe his will, Thus Pedro Gonza- 
lez de Truxillo, a perfon of nobb condition, afferting 
with truth that his diftrid was a dependency of Mex* 
ico, the other without any ceremony ordered him to 
be immediately hanged, which was accordingly done, 
contrary to all jufticc. He alfo put many other Spa* 
niards to death, apparently for no reafon except to 
make himfelf feared, and fet the authority of the 
governor of Mexico at defiance. In order therefore 
to curb the infolence of Guzman, it was the wifli of 
many that Cortes Ihould take a fbarc in the govern- 
ment ; but he was utterly adverfe to it, knowing the 
difficulties, and the dangerous power, and more dan- 
gerous malignity, of his enemies ; for, as ufual, upon 
the death of Aguilar the ftory was again induftrioufly 
circulated, that it was owing to poifon giv^h him by 
Cortes. 

It was determined, on the peremptory refufal of 

tiKc btter, that Sandoval, who was alguazil major, 

fliould aft conjointly with the treafurer, and he was 

willingly accepted as an affociate by him. His firft 

'^ bijfinefs 
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bufinefs on entering into office was, to endavour to^ 
bring to juflice one Ruano, who had fled from Mexica 
for fome crime. He iince became a vich man ; £(xt^ 
cfcaping for the prefent, he ehjidfd juiitice altogether, 
though l^andoyal did his utmoft to apprehend lum« 

Certain perfons, the inveterate and aftive enemien 
of Cortes, now perfuade^ the treafur^r to write to 
Caftille, to reprefept at court that he had been ami- 
pclled by the influence of Cortes to aflbdate S^dpval 
vith him in the government, contrary to hi* i^dio^ 
lion, and to. lus lyijyefty's fervice. They by the iam^ 
jopportupity tranfmitted a vojuine of malignant falfet 
hoods, which they had ra^ed up againft the general^ 
ifuch as that he had poifoned Luis Ponee de l^eoKi, an4 
Marcos de Aguilar, the govenpiofs, as alfo the adelanta^ 
do Garay, and that he had endeavoured tp admi^diflidr 
arfenic in cheefecakes to a number of people at a feaft ) 
alfo, that he was plottijUg the fecret murd^s of th^ 
veedor and h6tor in jail. All which lies were fup,- 
ported by the induftry of the contador Albornqs, 
who was then in Caftille. He was alfo charged ftrong- 
ly as tp the death of his ^rft wife : and thefe things 
being thus urged, Cortes w^s in part j\idged uoheard» 
an order bein^ fent to releaf^ the veedpr and &clor j 
and an officer named Don Pedro de la Cueva, com- 
mcndadpr major of Alcantara, was ordered tb go with 
^hree hundred foldieirs^ at the coft of- Cortes, and, iq 
cafe of his guilt being proved, to inflid the puniihr 
jnent pf death upon him, an^ diftributc his property 

amongft 
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^uncmgft the veteran conqtierors of Mexico, Thk 
was however to be. done under the judgment of a 
f oyal court of audience, to be prefcnt upon the fpot 
for the purpofe. All thefe preparations howeve* 
ended in nothing^; for neither Don Pedro dela Cueva, 
jior the court of royal audienice, ever arrived* 

The treafurer was now greatly elevated by the 

countenance which he received at court, and which 

he attributed to hisi being confidered a fpn of the 

catholic king. He difpofed of governments at his 

pleafure, fending his relation Mazariejos to make in* 

quiry into the conduft of Don Juan Enriquez de 

Guzman in Chiapa, where they fay more pillage and 

plunder took place than ought to have done. He alfo 

fent a force againil the Zapotecans and Minxes under 

one De Barrios, faid to be a brave foldier, and who 

* had ferved in Italy ,, I do not mean Barrios of Seville, 

the brother-in-law of Cortes. This oflSicer marched 

Rgainft them with a hundred foldiers, but the natives 

furprifed him one night, and killed him, with feven 

inore of the party. Such was the difference between 

us, the veteran conquerors, and tjiefe raw, half-formed 

foldiers, who did not know the arts and ftratagems 

of the enemy. The governor alfo fent a hundred of 

the new foldiers, under the comtnand of a particular 

friend named Figuero, to the province of Guaxaca* 

On his route by the Zapotecans, Figuero fell in with 

9- captain left in command there by Marcos de Agui? 

H^f, n^ed Alonzo Herrera, and fome difpute arifing 

between 
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between them, fwords were drawn, Hcrrera wmmd* 
sng Figuero and tkree other fbldiers who were with 
him. , Figuero, finding himiHf not able to go into 
the fidd, and his fbldiers not bong fit for expediti<Mis 
in the mountains, thought prc^r to (earch for and 
break opoi the fepulchr^, in which the ancknt chie& 
of thofe countries were interred, to make prize of 
the gold, which, according to cuftom, was buried 
with them. In this manner he coUeded to the valud 
of above one hundred tfaoufand crowns, and with this 
wealth, which was increafed by prefents, he fet off 
for Mexico, leaving the provinces in a worde ftatc 
than he found them. From Mexico he went to Vent 
Cruz, and embarking for CaftiUe, the veffd in which 
he failed was lofl in a gale of wind, and he and all hit 
wealth went to the bottom. The buiinefs of fubje^ting 
thefe Indians was finally left to us, tde conquerors of 
Guacacualco, who at length brought them to peace ; 
for their cuflom was to fub^lit during the fummer, 
and to break into rebellion as foo^ as the tc^rents 
made their country inacceflible. I was op three c^^ 
peditions againfl them. The town of St. Alfoififo is 
now built there, to keep them in fubjeftion, 

"When the governor heard how his friend had been 
maltreated by Herrcra, he fent the officer? of juftice 
to apprehend him : he however efc^ped to the rocks 
and woods, but they took a foldier who ufed to ac- 
company him, and brought him prifoner to Mexico, 

where. 
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where, withont a hearing, the governor ordered his 
fight hand to be ftruck off. His name was Cortejo^ 
and by birth he was a gentleman. ' 

A i&rvant of Sandoval alio at this time wounded a 
ficrvant of th^ treafnrer, in a <iuarreL The treafhrcr 
had ima amfted, and commanded his right hand to 
be cut off. Cortes and Sandoval were at this time at 
a place called Quernavaca, partly from motives of 
prudence. On hearing of this infult they pofted off 
to Mexico, and it isfaid.that Cortes ufed fuch cxprefr 
fions to the treafurer upon the futgcft, as to put the 
latter ia £ear of his Hfe. He called his friend3 about 
him to form a guard for his pcrfon, and immediately 
rdeafed the veedor and feAor from jaiL By their 
advjjce the governor was then induced to iflue an 
^rder far the inftant expulfion of Cortes from Mex- 
ico. This being reprefented to Cortes, he ,^s:bred 
his teadineft to obey, fince it was the will of God, 
that he who had gained that city, at the expehfc of 
his beft blood, by day and by night, ihould bebaaiflir 
ed from it by the bafe and unwoifthy : and thit he 
would fet out immediately, ^nd demand' juftice from 
his Majefty. * . 

Jnftantly therefore, quittirig the city, he went to 
teft^ of bis country rcfidences at Cuyoacan, from 
whi^oe in a £ew daiys he proceeded towards the cosJL 
At this time the lady of the treafurer, a petfon weH 
Wordiy of memory ifor hernaany virtues, feeing the 

dangerputt 
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dangerous confeqticnccs likely to refult from his ab« ' 
furd and arbitraoT: conduft, expoftulated with him on 
it, reminding him of the many favours he had re« 
ceived from Cortes, the ingratitude with which he 
had repaid him, and the many friends that Gc^es 
had* TTiefe reprefentations arc faid to have operated 
on the mind of the'treafurer, fo as toczufe fincerd 
repentance of the fleps that he. had taken* . 

At this time arrived in New Spain Frai Julian Gar^ 
rios, firft bifhop of TIafcala, and who, in honour to 
our tord the moR, chriftian Emperor, was named Ca- 
rolenfe. When this reverend prelate heard of the 
proceedings of the governor agairift Cortes, he wai 
highly difpleafed with them, and two days after his 
arrh;^ in Mexico, where he was received with great 
pomp, at the requcft of the governor he undertook 
to •mediate hetwixt them. Many of thefe feditipui 
peribns, fuch as there are in allfocieties, knowing the 
difiatisfa6tion of Cortes, oflFered him thei? fervicqs i£ 
he would fet himfelf up as an independent monarch 
in New Spain. Thefe people he immediately arretted, 
threatening to put them to death ; and he wrote di- 
re£Uy to the bifhop of TIafcala, to inform him of ih^ 
treafon. He had alfo received fimilar oflFers from 
Mexico, which he treated in the ftme manner. ' The 
reports of what was going on, however, fo terrified 
the veedor and fadbr, who did not know to what 
extent Cortes might be induced to go, that they l^i^ 
i:ame inceflant. in their fQUcitatiQm.tg. tte governor 

to 



THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 351 

to accelerate the departure of the bifhop of Tlafcala. 
This prelate, having waited upon Cortes, and found 
every part of his conduct perfectly to his fatisfadion, 
wrote back to Mexico to inform the government 
there of the refult of his obfervations j the unalterable 
determination of Cortes to go to Old Spain, and a 
fevere cenfure from himfelf, upon the mifcondud of 
th9fe who had been the caufe of his quitting Mexico, 
f do not know whether Cortes returned to that city 
in order to arrange his private concerns, but he ap- 
pointed Several agents for that pufpbfe, the 'priAcipal 
^of whom was the licentiate Altamirano. He brought 
with him from Mexico many curiofities of the .coun- 
try for his Majefty, iuch as various kinds of birds iiii- 
known in Europe, two tigers, many barrels of am- 
bergris and iiidiirated balfam, and another kinJ^'that 
Tefembled oil, four Indians i^xpert at playing tne'^ftitk 
^wtth 'their; feet, other Indian dancers wlio had a man- 
ner of appearing as -if they fleW in the air, three 
humpbacked dwarfs of extraordinary deformity,^ and 
alfo fome msde and female Iiidians wtofe iSlni^virere 
remarkable for their whitenefsj^ and who have^afi'atff- 
ral defed of vifion. He was alfo attended by^fevet^ 
young chiefe of the llafcalan and Mexican n^ion^, 
whom he confentcd to take to Eurc^e with film, at 
their own requefts. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Cortes goes to Europe ; is created Marquis of the Valley of 
Gua^aca. Account cf various Tranfadions and Occur* 
rences in Old and New Spain. Death and Character of 
the Marquis <jf the Valley. 

CORTES now received letters from the prefident 
of the Indiqp, jhc Duke of Bejar, and feveral 
6thcr of his friends, informing him of the neceflity 
of his appearance in Caftille, to do away the malig- 
nant accufation^ of his enemies. Others alfo inform- 
ed him of the death of his father IV^rtin Cortes. 
Having performed Jthe funeral obfequies to his father^ 
he ordered two fhips to.be purch^fcdy which he ftor*- 
cd with iuch quantities of provifions-of every kind, 
that the overplus, when he ardved in Spain, wauld 
, havf fufficed for a two years* voyage^ 

J*br jttaking Ihefe preparatioi^s he employed his 
biajor domo, who was named Efquival. . This officer, 
crpffijig the lake . of Mexico to Ayot^ingo in a large 
tanee,^with fix Ir^ig^n rowers and one Negro, and 
having fome ingoJts of gold in. his poffeffion, was way- 
laid and murdered fomeWhere on the lake*^ The 
manner of his death never was known, neither canoc^ 
Indians or Negro ever being traced. The body Qt 
Efquival was found four days after in a fmall ifland, 
half eaten by birds of prey. There were many fufpi- 

cions 
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cions entertained about this affair. The man was faid 
to be a great boafter of thq favours he received from 
the ladies. There were alfo other bad ftor^es told of 
him, which gave rife to fufpicions of fuch a nature a»- 
1 cannot relate. No great inquiry was made as to 
his death. God pardon him his fins ! Cortes ap- 
pointed other officers to complete the preparations^ 
for his voyage. He offered by proclamation a free 
paffage to all fuch Spaniards as obtained a permiffibn. 
from the government to go to Caftille, apd afupply 
of provifions to them on the voyage.. 

All things being ready, and having confefled* and 
comulgated, he embarked, in company with Sando- 
val, Tapia, and other cavaliers, and after a voyage of 
forty-oiie days arrived in Europe, difembarking near 
the town of Palos. As foon as he fet his foot on. 
fliore, he fell on his knees to return thanks to God 
for his mercies. His arrival in Old Spain was in the 
month of December, in the year one thoufand five 
hundred and twenty-feven. To good fortune fuc* 
ceeded grief, by the death of the brave captain San- 
doval, after a lingering ficknefs, at his lodgings in the 
houfe of a rope maker at Palos, who, in his prefence, 
robbed him of- thirteen bars of gold. This rogue, 
perceiving his'weak fituation, fent his fervants on a 
pretended meffage from Sandoval to Cortes, who 
was then at Nuefl:ra Senora de la Ravida, and having 
the houfe to hi'mfdf, went into Sandeval^s room, and 
^fe^king open his chcft, took out the gold, while our 

. poor 
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poor friend lay in bed unable to refifthim, and apprc- 
hcnfive, if he made any outcry, that the fellow would 
fmother him in the bed-clothes. As foon as he had 
got the gold ,he made his efcape with it into Portugal, 
where he could not be purfued. Cortes fhortly after 
arrived, and was informed of what had happened, but 
purfuit was too late. Sandoval then grew worfc 
every hour, and the phyficians recommended confef- 
fion ; which being done, and having received the ho- 
ly facrament, in a fliort time after he gave up the 
ghoft, but not before he made a will, whereby he left 
his property to a lifter, who afterwards married a na- 
tural fon of the Count de Medellin. Sandoval cUed 
univerfally regretted. His funeral was attended by a 
great train of mourners, among whom was Cortes. 
God pardon him his fins ! Amen. 

Cortes fent an. exprefs to his Majefty, and alfo to 
his patrons at court, informing them of his arrival, 
and alfo of the death of his friend Sandoval, whofe 
merits and fervices were known to his Majefty, and 
for whofe lofs he was pleafed to exprefe great regret. 
The duke of Bejar and the Count of Aguilar, on re- 
i:eiving the intelligence, waited . on hi^ Majefty, but 
found him in poffeffipn of; it by the letter of Cor- 
tes. His Majefty feemed to h?ive atprefent a convic- 
tiopi of that p£Bcjer*s Ipyalty, for which his friend the 
duke of Bejar had been three times obliged to en- 
gage his life; for he was^pleafed to order that in all 
: V . . : * ' : ■ the 



THE Conquest of Mexico. 355 

the cities and towns through which Cortes paffed, he 
ihould be received with the higheft honour* 

When he arrived at Seville he was entertained there 
by the duke of Medina Sidonia, who made him a pre- 
fent of feveral beautiful horfes. From thence he pro- 
ceeded, to attend the nine days* devotions to our La- 
dy of Guadeloupe. Donna Maria, wife of the com- 
mendador Don Francifco de los Cobos, with many 
other ladies of great rank, arrived at the fame time. 
As foon as Cortes had paid his devotions, given chari- 
ty to the poor, and ordeiied mafs to be faid, he went, 
attended by all his retinue of cavaliers, to pay his re- 
fpe^s to Donna Maria, the beautiful lady her lifter, 
and the many others of diftinguiflied rank who 
were in her company. Here Cortes had an opportu- 
nity of exhibiting that politenefs, gallantry, and 
generofity, in which he furpaffed all men. He mad^ • 
prefents of golden ornaments of great value to all, but 
more efpecially to Donna Maria and her fifter : and to 
each lady he gave a penache of green feathers, richly 
ornamented with gold. He then produced his In- 
dian dancers who threw the ftick from one foot to 
another, to the aftoniftiment of the fpeftators, and, in 
addition to all this, underftanding that one of the 
mules belonging to the fifter of Donna Maria was un- 
able to travel, he caufed to be purchafed for her two 
of the fineft that could be procured for money.^ He 
alfo waited the departure of thofe ladies fpr the court, 
attending them upon the journey, and providing 
^ ' \ magnificent 
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magnificent entertainments for them, the honours of 
which he did with a grace peculiar to himfelf ; info- 
much that Donna Maria de Mendoza began to enter- 
tain thoughts of an alliance between her fitter and Cor- 
tcSt However, in iparriages as in other cafes, it is 
the hand of God which leads us, and therefore no 
more need be (aid upon the fjibjeft. Donna Maria 
was fo taken with the politenefs and^nerofity of Cor- 
tes, that fhe wrote to the commendador of L,eon, fay- 
ing, that the fame of Cortes and his heroic a<9^ons 
was far fhgrt of the judgnient which muft be formed 
of him, by thofe who had the good fortune qf Jiis ac- 
quaintance ; and brought over her hufbanfl connpjeter 
ly to his intereft. 

When our general arrived at court, his Majefty was 
pleafed to appoint the apartments to receive him, and 
Iiis friends came out ip a body to m^et him on the 
road. On the enfuing day he went by permiffion to 
throw himfdf at his Majefty's feet, being attended by 
the duke of Bejar, the adjniraj of the Indies, and the 
commendador of Leon. His Majefty comn;ianded 
him to rife, and Cortes, after 4 ihort euumeratipn of 
his fervices, and vindication of his fonduft fropi the 
afperfions of his enemies, prefented a memorial where^ 
in the whole was fully detailed. His Majefly, having 
received it, cominanded him to rife, and ipim^di^tely 
honoured him with the title of Marquis del Valle apd 
the order of St. Jago. He alfo gave him an eftate to 
?naintain his new dignity, and confirmed him captaiii, 

general 
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general of New Spain and of the South Seas. Cor- 
tes, thus loaded with honours, retired from the royal 
prefcnce to receive in a few days a ftill greater than all* 
Shortly after his arrival in Toledo^ he fell dangerouf- 
ly ill : when the Emperor heard it, he did him the 
lionour of paying him a v^fit in perfon. He however 
recovered in a fliort time, and the particular favour 
of his Majefly encoiiraged hiili to affume a rank and 
charader equal to Kls high title. \ One Sunday that 
his Majefty was at mafs in the c?ithedral, arid feated 
according to cuftom with his nobility each in his pro- 
per ftation, Cortes, defignedly as it is faid, came there 
late, and after all were feated ; and, palUng before the 
vliole of them, tobk Ihis place next to the Count de 
Kafao, who was neareft to tfie Emperor. This gave 
great offence to 'many, though others faid it was by 
the Emperor's defire. indeed, Cortes began to fed 
iis elevafiori fo mucKj^Vhatit made him riot hold fonie 
of his former patrons in the'eliimationlie dught,'^"M 
his attention Being bellowed" on the dukedf Bejaf, 
the' cpuntdeNafab, and' the' admiral Ti'hin'king that 
laow tlie ball was. at his foot^ with'die fupport of 
fuch ' great rhen,^ he applied to the Eiiiperor for the 
goyefhment of JSTew Spain. This requeft,* though 
fupportedby his patrons, did not fucceed, His Majefty 
thinking he had done fafficiently, arid that fome of 
his attention was due to thofe conquerors by whofe 
afliftance he had gained that country'. . . From this 
time Cortes did not feem fo much in favour as before* . 



His 
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His Majefty was then proceeding on his journey tb 
Flanders. After his departure, the marriage took 
place between the Marquis del Valle, and Donna Juank 
de Zuniga, on which occafion he prefented his lady 
with the moft magnificent jewels that ever had Been 
in Caftille. Her Majefty, Qeen Ifabella, from the ac- 
count given by the lapidiries, expreffed a'wifh to 
have fome, which Cortes accordingly prefented Tier 
with, but it is faid "that they were not fo Sue or ib 
valuable as thofe which he, gave to his lady, f 

I will now jrelate fome other cirtumftances^ fuch aS 
I have heard concerning him while he refided in Caf- 
tille. One was, that Queen IfabeUia was not his 
friend, on jiccount of the appearances of ingratitude 
in his cpnducl to his patronj^ arid alio in con^equencp 
of the inferiprity oiF the prefei^tSrwhich^he made her. 
However, flie ordered, in the Emperor^s abTence, that 
he Ihould . have 5 y^r y fuppor t^ from thd council oF the 
tndies. Cortes at this. time obtained permlffion to'fit 
out two fliips on a voyage of difcpyery, to the Sputh 
Seas, with a condition that he fliould enjoy^cerjtai^i 
rights and re vpues . from whatever lands w^ere ac- 
quired to the crown of Spain. Don Pe;df o He la 
Cueva was at this time at court ; this was the officer 
who was to have gone to Mexico to try, and, if foiihd 
guilty, to execute, Cortes. They were now on the 
moft amicable and intimate footing. Don Pedro told 
him that even his innocence would have been fiim- 
d.ently e25:penfive to-hirii, as the cofts of the expedi- 

. tion, 
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tion, whitH he mnft have paid^ amounted t^pwards 
of three huildred thoufiind crowns. All thofe, and 
other particulars j we received an account of in pri- 
vate letters, as well from the Marquis del Valle, as 
ffom other perfons^ He now fent a gentleman to 
Rome, to kils the feet of his Holinefs Pope Clement, 
and with a rich prefent of gold, filver and jewels. 
He alfo fent fome of the Indians who played with 
the fiick, and a full memorial of all circumfiances, 
concerning the newly difcovered country. He alfo 
took this opportunity to fupplicatc for a partial re- 
miffion of the tithes of New Spain. 

This gentleman, Juan cfc Herrada, was a brave foL 
dier, who attended Cortes in his expedition to' Hon- 
duras. ^After he returned from Europe he went to 
Peru, where Don Diego de Almagro left him in the 
office of governor to his fon* He was highly ini'the 
confidence of this family, and ferved as maeftrc de 
campo to the young Almagro ; he was alfo captain of 
the party Which killed Don Brancifco Pizarro the 
elder. 

His Holinefs, on the receipt of the letters, f eturned 
thaiiks to God for the opportunity of making fo ma- 
ny thoufand converts to the holy faith* He alfo praif- 
cd the fervices rendered by us to the church and our 
monarch, and fent us bulls of indulgence from penal- 
ties of our fins, with others for churches and hofpitals. 
In regard tothe tithes,^ I do not know wkat wag 
, V01-. II. . T t . * ♦ V donc^ 
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done, iic Indians were brotight to (knee before bitf 
Holinefs and the cardinals, wtio exprefiM thdir l^igh 
fatisfaftion at their performances. After Herrada 
had concluded his bufincfs at Rotoc, he retntncd with 
k liberal reward from Pope Clement, who gave him 
the title and rank of count palatine, and wrote by 
him, ftrongly requcfting fot him a grant of a confide- 
rable plantation in New Spsnn, which he never receiv- 
ed, and in confequcnce went to Peru. 

While Cortes was in CalHlle, the members of the 
royal court of audience aririved in Mexico. Ntmo de 
Guzman, formerly governor of Panuco, was the pre- 
fident. The oydors welre, four licentiates, by name 
Matienzo, Delgadillo, Maldonado, (I do not mean 
Alonzo Maldonado the good, who Was governoir of 
Guatimala) and Parada. Thefe magiftrates from 
their firft arrival flieWed a determination to do juftjce. 
They were armed with greater powers than any o^* 
ficers ever fent by his Majefty to New Spain. They 
were alfo entrufted with the managdment of the final 
partition of landed property, whei'ein his Majefty had 
particularly charged them to take care of the iftterefts s 
t)f the conquerors. On their arrivals, they iffued a 
fjrodamition, requiring the attendance of an agent •^' 
from each fettlement, with, memorials and returns of ., 
the feveral diftricls. The agents all arrived in the 
^courfe of a fcW 'days. I wa:? then . in Mexico* on my 
•office of procurador ihidico of titie tQ\t^ of Guacacual- 
x,o J 1 jwfted off.tcr'thelaft mention^ place, Jh order • 

. ' to 
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to attend at the elc^on of th^ agents, about* which . ' 
there was a violent conteft ; but pluraUty- of voices de- 
cided it in favour of captain Luis Marin aAd myfelfl 
VOTien we arrived at Mexico we found that two of the 
» oydors were dead* of pleuiifies, and that the faftor Sa-^ 
laz^r had acquired fo complete an afcendenpy over the . 
others, that they did nothing but as he advifed them. 
It was lucky for Cortes that he was not at Mexico ; 
the death of the two oydors would have been certain* 
ly laid to his charge^ * 

The agents now called loudly for a final repartition ; 
but the fador had perfuaded the prefident and oydors 
not to agree to that which woplji be a diminution c£ 
their influence, by taking fo much patronage out of , 
their hands. It was alfo fettled, that Balazar ffiould 
go to Eurc^e to folidt the government of New Spain 
for the prefident Guzman. He adually failed, but, 
bein^ overtaken by a florm, was fhipwrecked on th« 
coaft near Guz^cacualco, from whence he returned to 
Mexico. The treafurer Ei^rada died in a Ihort time 
afte^* his beinff fuperfeded, which he was more J?y his 
own tamenefs tl\an from any right they could prove 
from his Majefty's jprdets ; for they were, that he 
fhould govern folely ; ' npr was any thing {^d of aflo- 
ciating Guxmart with hi!n } whereas the latter ufurp- . 
ed the gjftyefnment to himfclf entirely, from the time 
he was aj^ointed prefijdent of the court. He was ^ 
^jnuch regrettiici hy^^t tj^vjSig condufted him^lf in 
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foch z ibamier as to give univerial fiitisfadion ; n<» 
wouldiie have wanted fupport if he had iniifted on 
xnaiD^aintng his office. 

jBl commiffion was appointed at Guatimala, where 
forge de ^varado was eftabUfhed, but I do not know 
> the refult of it. 



J In Mexico they proceeded with great feverity 
againft the Marquis del Valle. The feftor efpeciaDy 
took tl\e opportunity to revile and, flander him in 
the groffeft ni^ner, and foukft expr^Gbn&. The 
Marquis's friend, the licentiate Altamirano, remon- 
fttated with the court upon thefe indecencies, but to 
no good eflFeft, for the faftor, countenanced by Guz- 
man and •the reft, became more abufive than before. 
The court was thereby thrown into confiifion ; for 
"" Akamirano was at laft fo provoked as to draw hk 
* poniard, and would have put the fador to deathj^ had 
it not been for the interference of thofe prefcnt. Ai- 
tamirano was carried to the fortrefe, theptHer was 
fent to his houfe, and the whole city was in an up. 
roar. The licentiate, upon ourfupjdication, was at 
the end of three^ays releafed frpni confinement, and 
the prefent matter was made up< but a greater ftorm 
fi^cceeded j fqr at this time there arrived in Mexico 
one Zavalos, * relation of the captain P^mphilo de 
Narvaez, whobad been fent by the^wife of the latter 
in (jycffiof her hufoaiid, wfio had gone as governor 
td the river pf Palmas, and was fuppofed to have been 
, . ^ • '^ loft 
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loft or dead. When Zavalos arrived in Mexico,, in-» 
ftigated as is fuppofed by the members of the conrt, 
he lodged informations againft all the foldiers of Cor- 
tes who had been^concerned in the attack upon Nar- 
Taez. Of courfe nearly the whole of us who we^p 
in the city, and myfelf amongft the reft, amounting 
in all to about two hundred and fifty, were apprehend- 
ed, brought to trial, and convided. We were fen- 
tenced to pay a fine of a certain quantity of gold, 
and to be banifbed to the diftancepf five leagues from 
Mexico. However, the fentence was but flightly en- 
forced, the baniftiment being remitted,* and very fear 
paying the fine, 

The enemies of the Marquis del Valle now took a 
new ground of attack; againft him, which was, that 
he had embes^zled the treafure of Montezuma and 
Guatimotzin, and that he was anfwerable to the fol- 
diers, not only for that which he had appropriated to 
his own ufe, but alfo' for that which he had fent to 
Europe'^as a prefent to his Majefty, and which had been 
captured by the cprfair Juan Florin; A long cata- 
Ipgue of other demands followed, every one of which 
he was'con4emne4 upon, and his property fold fpr^ 
the payment. One Juan Xuares -his brother-in-law- 
was alfo at this time brought forward, to demand 
jjuftice in open court for the murder of his fifter Don- 
na Catalina^ oflfering to produce witneffes of the man- 
ner of^her^death. JMany'ofus the friends of the 
^arquis,,feeiAg. the attacks that were made againft 

^ ' ' ' l^im. 
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lum, met by appointment, and under the licence o£ 
aa alcalde, at the houie of one Garda Holguin, where 
we entered mto a rdfolution to renounce all claim to 
the treafure ; but when the.oydors heard our bufinefe, 
they ordered us all to be arretted, as they allcdged, for 
noeeting without permifiion. We {nroducedtD then! 
the liceitce which we had obtauned for the purpole, 
but they, to keep up appearances, baniihed us to the 
diftance of five leagues from Mexico* We were how- 
ever allowed to return ; though we ftill thought our« 
£dives hardly treated enough. 
* 

New matter for confiifion was now brought for* 
ward ; a proclamation was iffued that all perfons of 
Indian defcent, or of that of Moors, who had been 
burned or enfanbenited • by the hcAy inquifition, as 
far as the fourth degree from their anceftors who 
had thus fuflfered, ihould quit New Spain ^thin four 
months from the date thereof, on pain of lofing one 
half of their properties. It was moft wonderful to 
fee whafhofts of accufers and informers ftarted up at 
once on this occafion, and what flanders and in&mics 
were brought forward. At laft it ended in^thc ex^ 
pulfion of two individuals. 

The court was generous in fulfilling his Majefly^s 
commands, in regard to the old conquerors, who 
were all well prpvided for ; the greateft error it com- 

» ^ '« mitted 

* San Bciuto ; a drefs put oh criminals^ 
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mitted vns^ the eaccdfive ikance given to the brandiog 
flaTCS. So many were made in the province of Pa* 
mico that it became almoft depopulated. - Hie prefix 
dent Guzman, who Was cf a noble and liberal 4ifp9«> 
fition, made a laew year's gift of a whole diftrid, nam- 
ed ChjiKzpsdtepeqHe, to Mbornos, who was newly re- 
turned frcwn Spain* He brought with him his Ma- 
jcfty's patent, und^ which he erefted fome fugar 
'works in Cempoal, which went to «ruin after a few ' 
ye3w:s> The oydor Delgadi&o was cenfured on account 
of his free ^fts, for it was noticed that fome rent was 
referred to himfelf in them, and the confequent ex- 
tortions and oppreffions of thofc he patronifed were 
exceffive. The conduft of Guzman was equally re- 
prehenfible ; as to the other oydor, Matienzo, he was 
feper^uimiated. The abufcs of this court came at 
length to fuch an excefs, that it was thought proper 
by the higher powers in Europe completely to fuper- 
fede it, and fubftitute one compofed of perfons of 
more difcretion. Old Maticnzo who was the leaft 
Objeftionablc, was fent to Panuco to inquire into and 
temedy the abufes which had been committed there. 
" This oflSccr ordered accounts or lifts of the flaves to 
\>t drawn out, to prevent them from being arbitrar% 
trartfported from One proyince to another, and he re- 
voked the grants which lihe prelident and the other 
xyydor had made to their friend^nd clifents, beftowing 
the plaittations upon thofc perfons who were pointed 
cut by his.Majefty's inftrudions. "^ Every one then 
who had ac^piired the plantations which thdy wereto 
' ' " , s '^ fieliveJT 
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ckliver up, infifted that they had bem granted ^ it 
reward of former merits, the proofs of which they en« 
dcaroured to adduce, and utterly difdaimcd all pa^ 
tronagc or protedioa from the prefident and oydor« 
The confufion was extreme. However^ many, if not 
ahnoil an, fucceeded in keq>ing what they had got 5 
the 01^ perfons deprived being ^bomos of hb new 
year's gift, one Villaroel, and YiU^;as. 
■• 
As ibon as .the members of the court heard that 
they were to be fuperfeded, they refolved to difpatch 
agents to Caftille with plenty of witnefles, fuch as 
were fit and wdl prepared for their puipofe, to vouch 
for the propriety of their condud. It was determin- 
ed to proceed to the dedion of the agents who were 
to-be fent on this occafion, and for this purpofe all 
the veteran conquerors, with many other perfons of 
confideration, met in the great church, Midiere the 
perfon was to be chofen by vote* Guzman and the 
oydors recommended the fcidor Salazar, and although 
theyiiad committed fome improprieties, yet as they 
had in the main afted fo well by us in the diftribution 
of property, we were all well inclined to vote for the 
perfon recpmmended by them, and which they ex- 
• pedled us to do. When we had all aiTembled for the 
purpofe in the great church,, there was fuch a noife 
and outcry fct up fcy perfons who had no bufinefs 
there, but had crowded in, that it^was hardly poilible 
to proceed to tlte eleftion.. It was ordered that ill 
who had not been fummoned fhould quit the place^ 
* * . " - - but 
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Vut it was to no effeft ; they would not go, and at 
lafl the queftion was obliged to be put to the whole. 
Since thofe who had no bufineis there would neither 
qiitt the place nor be fiknt, it may be judged what 
kind of 4n eledicHi it was. When we perceived how 
mattei« were going, it was agreed amongft us to ad« 
jowtn until the following day, at the hOufe of the 
prefident of the council^ and none were fummoned 
but perfons of one way of thinkings Of courfe it was 
amicably decided. In confequence of an adjuftinent, 
two agents were to be chofen, one, Anthonio dc 
Carvajal, on the part of the oydors^ and another, Ber- 
nardino Vafquez de Tapia, on that of Cortes. How- 
ever, it appeared to me that both were equally devot- 
ed to the views of the prefident ; and it was natural 
enough, for the latter had rendered much more fer- 
vice to ourinter.eft in his fhprt tin>e, than Cortes had 
done during the long period of his power. But fuch 
is the natural loyalty of the Spaniards, that we were 
more attached to Cortes, from his having been our 
captain, than he was to our interefts, although he had 
his Majefty's orders to attend to them. Of tjiis a 
proof now occurred, for the prefident and oydors in^* 
trigued for an application to be made to his Majefty^ 
in manner of a petftion, agsdnft the appointment oc 
return of Cortes to New Spain, at ariy future time* 
The grounds upon which they moved it were, the 
dangers that would occur from public difturbanceg 
and fcidiens. Which might end in thelofs of the coun*' 
try. This we opposed with all our might, andJVlva* 
Vox. n* U u . ^ ^ada> 



tack), being at this time arrived in Wttico with ^ 
office of governor And addantado df Guatimala, ani 
a commaddcry of St. Jago, it \irM j^^wed *etWMA 
1dm •aftd th* frifcdds of Ck>rtcs, talay before iil^ Ma- 
I Jefty a ftatcment df the whole Affair^ with the vkrw« 
of the members of the couAca ; and it hek^ ajqjett^ 
Sttg to the fuprenie ctourt of the indies, that $Si tkefe 
itacafares were guided by 4>afion aad imercft, it «». 
ilrmed th« ori^nal determination toit^xtfede Oub* 
man and the byddrs. The piirefenee of Cos^m M 
Spahi alfo at this period was highly favourable to Mi 
iftterefts, and he noW Was fajidfy proceesfing to Ac 
pinnacle of his fortune. 

When Nuno die GusnilStn had received tertaift in* 
telKgence from Old Spain <rf his being fuperfeded, he 
determined to go upon an expe<fition to the pf ovince 
of Xalifco, now caHed New Gafficla. For this pHr- 
^ofe he cbBefted the greatfJft fbfrce tlikt he was able in 
Mexico, partly of vblufttccrs, and pattly of fodi as he 
^compelled to join him by the weight of power, of 
Which ^ was not yet deprived. Thofe who. did not 
^trc perfonaBy lie compeHed to find or pay "for fiib- 
ftitutes, and <h6fe Who fed horfes were obliged to 
give them fdr half their vsalue!^ He brought witfi 
him a number of Mexicans as fokfiers, or to convey 
his baggage, and crueHy oppreffed the provinces 
through whi€h herpified. In Mechoacan heobtaincd 
% greft ^Uaiftity df goWj^vi^ieh iflite Inhabitants had 
wlle^d^nd #ma8ed ^r^es ^paft | it was much low- 
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end in value by a mature of fihrer. The unfortu- 
nate chief of the proyince, not being able to gratify 
bis ^irarice to its full fixtent, he firft commanded l^im 
to be put to the torture by burning his feet, and af<< 
terwardft, upoa fome trifling and £;ilfe allegations, 
C^ufed bim to be hanged ; which w^ one of the wick:« 
edeft and crueHeft anions ever committed by an pf- 
ficer, and 2^ fixch it was confide^ed by every Spaniar4 
in Ms army. He brought from this province alfo a 
fiumber of natives, loaded with booty, to the city of 
Compoftdlo^ which he founded at a heavy expenfe ta 
his Majefty and the inhabitants of Mexico* Here 
Ouzman remained until his arrefl.. 

As I have before related, in confequen^e of the in- 
juftice pra£tifed by the former court of audience, hi^ 
Majefty was pleafed to fupprefs it and cancel all its 
grants. He alfo appointed a new one, compofed of 
wife and upright members, whereof D. Sebaftian ' 
Ramirez de Villaefcafa, biihc^ of St. Domingo, was. 
prefident, and the licentiate Maldonado de Salaman- 
ca, Zainos de Toro, Vafco de Quiroga de Madrigal, 
afterwards bifliop of Mechoacan, and Solomon de 
Madrid, were oydors. Tliefe officers being arrived, 
the court opened its fittings, whidi was notified by 
a proclamation, in confequence whereof there a£em* 
bled fuch crowds of complainants, from city, townsi, 
and country, of all deijbriptions, fettlers, agents, and 
native chiefs, alled^ng afts of partiality and oppref^ 
fipn againft the former court, and demanding juftice, 

that. 
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that tlie members wece quite aftoniflied. The icm 

Boands of the agents of Cortes for what had been 

unjuftly alienated from him, if they had been all to 

be now repsdd, would have amounted to a^xive two 

hundred thoufand crowns* l^uno de Guzman being 

abfent, the whole Uame w^ laid upon him by tho 

Other members of the old court, who hedged that 

they were cooipelled to a6: asi he thought proper to 

order them. Ht wa$ accordingly fumnoion^ to ap* 

pear, which he did not think proper to do, and ii\ 

^e prefent circumfiances it wa^ judged moft expedi-r 

ent to rcfeir th? affair to the fupreme court in Europe ; 

which being done, a qvil officer named Torire^ ^ liceQf 

tiate and native of Badajos, was fent with full power 

to the province of Xalifco, and with orders to tranf- 

^it GuzmaA to Mexico, and commit him to the com* 

^lon gaoL He had alfo a commiflion to indemnify 

tts ih the cofls which we had been fined upon the 

afifair of Narvae?:, an4 thofe at the time that we were 

V'refted, as I have already related* But I will now 

take leave fpr the prefent of the licentiate Tprre, aa4 

return tp the ajBFairs of (he coijrt. 

The properties of Delgadillo and Matienzo were 
fold to pay the damages of thofe who had gained 
their cauf^ againfi: them, and their perfons were im- 
prifoned for the deficiency. A brother of Delgadillo^ 
who was alcalde major in Guaxaca, wds fined and 
imprifoned for the fame reafon ; he died in jail, as did 
another who was alcalde amongfl the Zapotecan§ : and 

certainly 
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ccrtsunly the new judgfes were fo wife and juft, that 
they confidered nothing but what was in compliance 
^th the will of God and his Majefly. They alfb 
Ihewed a laudable anxiety for the converfion of* the 
bdians to our holy faith, and immediately prohibit- 
ed the branding them for flaves, and made many 
other good regulations. After four years thus employ* 
ed, the oydors Solomon and Zaynos petitioned for 
leave to retire, being both of an advanced age, and 
very wealthy j and his Majefly, in confideration of 
. their eminent fervices, was pleafed to grant their re^ 
quefl:. The prefident alfo, by command of his Ma-^ 
jefty, repaired to Europe, to give an account of the 
ii£^rs of this country. He was then bifhop of St. 
Domingo, but was advanced in fucceffion through the 
fees of Toro, Leon, and Cuenca, with fuch celerity, 
that the bulls had hardly a day's interval between 
them. He was alfo prefident of. the royal chancery 
of Valladolid ; and while in poffeffion of thefe hou 
nours he was feized by death, and placed in glory 
among the virtuous, according to the promife of our 
holy faith ; for he was a true and upright judge. He 
had been, before his promotion to a biflioprick, in^ 
quifitor in Seville. The good conduft of the oydor 
Maldonado was rewarded with the government of' 
the provinces of Guatimah, Honduras and Viragua, 
and with the title of adelantado of Yucatan } and tho 
oydor Quiroga obtained the biflioprick of Mechoacan^ 
gu(:h were the rewards of the good judges. PelgadiUo 

an4 
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and Matienzo returned to CafiiHe ia poverty, where^ 
as Ihave heard, they dbdin the courfe <rf two or three 
years. 

« 

At thi^ time his Majefly was pleaied to appoint to 
the viceroyilty of New Spain the moft illuftrious ami 
worthy cavalier^ of praifeworthy mcnjory, D. Antho« 
nio de Mendoza, brother to the marquis of Montejar. 
iThere alfo came as oydors the dodor Queiada, the 
licentiate Tejada de Logrono, and the licentiate Loay- 
ia, native of Cuidad Real ; he was an old man, ^4 
ftayed three or four years in Mexico; and d!uring 
that time having cdlefted a good fum of money, he 
took his leave of the country at the expiration of it^ 
and returned to his hon^e. Thore was alfo another 
licentiate who came out as oydor, who was named 
Santillana ; but the licentiate Maldonado had not then 
vacated his oflSice. All were excellent magiftrates* 
As foon as they had opened the court, free inquiry 
was proclaimed into the conduA of their predeccflfors, 
which was found to be in every refpeft cooformaWc 
tojuftice. 

Tlie Ticeroy, on his arrival, knowing that die K, 
ccntiate'Torre was fcnt out with orders to arrefi; Nu- 
no de Guzman, to fave Guzmsm from that infuk fent 
to him to come to Mexico, which he having compfi* 
ed with, the Viceroy aflSgned him apartments in his 
palace, and treated him with much pditcnefs. Juft 
about this time Torre arrived with his Majefty's or- 

ders 
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4tcr^ to zrteA Guzman, but vAA (&re6tion9 to com* 
mumcatc them to the Viceroy. It feems that the li- 
centiate did not find the fi^port to his fbrong mea- 
fores that he expeded, and this exafperating his na- 
tural vidtence, he in eonfequence went to the Vicc- 
roy^s pakce, and there furioufly fcized, and dragged 
Ouzman to the common jailg^aying he did it by his 
Majdfty's order, and that he cared for nothing fur- 
ther. Here Guzman remained for feveral days, and 
was 'at laft reieafed on the intercef&on of the Viceroy. 
It was well known that Torre had ftrdng powers ^v- 
en to him to a<% difcretionarily in regard to Guz- 
tnan. 

This licentiate was much addidcd to card playing, 
although, he did not game deeply, playing only at 
triumpho and primero for pafUme. His propenfity 
being however well known, fome friend of Guzman's 
took advantage of it, to mortify and turn him into 
ridicule ; and the method which was taken to do it 
was as follows : The civilians at that time wore gowns 
with loofe hanging fleeves, into one of which fome* 
"body malicioujly put a pack of cards, and contrived 
it in fuch a manner, that as Torre was walking acrofs 
the crowded fquare of Mexico, in company with 
feveral perfons of quality, a dexterous twitch being 
given, the cards began to drop from his fleeve, leav- 
ing a long trail of them after him as he went on. 
Thofe who iaw it laughed and called the attention of 
others to the cards coming out of the licentiate's 

fleeve ; 



J74 THE TRUE HISTORY OF 

$eeve; but when he found out what the joke was, 
and that he was the fubjeft of it, being naturally cho^ 
leric, it enraged him exceedingly, and he went aS 
faying he law clearly it was their intention to prevent 
his doing jxifiice, but he would, though he died for it ; 
and that hb Majefty Ihould know the indignity that 
had been oflFered to hi&^fficer. Either from vexation, 
or a calenture natural to the climate, with which he 
was feized juft after this, he died in the courfe of a 
few days, whereby the afiFair of Guzman, luckily for 
him, was refpited for the prefent. 

Cortes having now been a long time in Caftille, 
married to the niece of the duke of Bejar, advanced 
to the rank of marquis, captain general of New Spain, 
and admiral of the South Seas, became anxious to re- 
turn to his eflates in this country. He now embarked 
from Old Spain with his family and twelve reverend 
fathers of the order of Mercy, and after a profperous 
voyage arrived at the port of Vera Cruz, where he 
did not experience the kind of reception he formerly 
met with. From thence he proceeded to Mexico, to 
prefent his patents to the Viceroy, and enter upon 
his offices. He alfo at this time made application up- 
on a particular point relative to his Majefty's grant of 
lands and towns. This point, which I do not well 
underftand, I muft leave to better judges. The grant 
ran thus : mentioning the diftrift, it enumerated the 
inhabitants, by the word " vecinos," or neighbours, 
confidered to belong to it, and who were to be his 

tributaries. 



THE CONQtJESf Of MEXtCO- $^$ 

tributaries. Cortes underftockl that the head of tht 
£unily cmly was confideted as the vafial or " vcciiio/' 
Or thit one only Ihould be counted for each houfe ; 
but the oydor, do^or Que2ada, who was fent to al- 
lot his diftrid, infifted that every male adult, maftef 
Or head of famUy, fon, fervant, or flave^ was to hi 
counted in the number, and is there were frequently 
twelve or fifteen of thofe to one houfe, the Marquis 
'was much difappointed, and feveral law-fuits enfued* 
The matter was reported to his Majefty, but continu- 
ed in fufpenfe for feveral years, during which time 
the Marquis received his fiill rents, without any tno* 
leftation. He retired to a place upon his eftate, nam4 
td Quernavaca, where he eftablifhed his refideiice^ 
never returning to Mexico. 

While Marcos de Aguilar had the gdvernnient ol 
New Spain, the Marquis del Valle fitted out font 
fliips at Zacatula. They were well provided, loaded 
with various articles of merchandiz:e, and ccmmand-k 
ed by Alvarado de Saivedra, who with two hundred 
and fifty foldiers took his courfe for the Molueck and 
Spke Iflands, and China* This Was by his Majefty'i 
command, as I can teftify, the royal letters having 
been fliown to me and. many others. He was furthei* 
Ordered to caufe fearch to be made, during the courfe 
t>f his voyage, for a fi|uadrdn which had failed from 
Caftille for China, under the command of Doti Gar- 
cia de Loayfa, commander of St- John df Rhodes. 
At the time that Saavedra was preparing for his eX- 
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|)cdition, a veffcl arrivc4 bdongjng to this flctf , ftwtt 
tbc {nlot and crew of which Saavcdra acquired aill tl^ 
infc^mation he wanted^ and, taking one pSot and two 
£ulofs from this veflel with him, he fet &il in Decern* 
ber of one thouiand five hundred and twenty4even 
or twenty-eight, 2nd fufiained many nti^fc^tmn^ 
hardflups, and loffes, in the i^y to the Molucca 
iflands. I do not know the particulars, hut in thr«5 
years afterwards I met with a iailor who had been 
on board this fleet, and who told me m^y foai^ 
and furpriiing things of the cities and nations he had 
feen during his voyage* Thefe are the countries tp 
which thfey are now fending expeditions from Mexi- 
co. I alfo heard that the Portuguefe had made priib- 
ner Saavedra or fome of his people, and brought theip 
to Caftille. 

In the month of May, one thoufand five hundred 
and thirty-two, the Marquis del Valle fent two £hif^ 
from the port of iVcapulco, to make difi:overies ip 
the South Se^. They were commanded by a cap- 
tain named Diego Hurtado de Mendoza, who, with- 
out going far to fea, or doing any thing worthy dF 
relating, had the misfortune of a mutiny among the 
troops, in ccmfequence whereof, one ihip, of whidi 
the mutineers took poffeflion, as is Cud, but very im- 
probably, by the approbation of Hurtado himfelf, re- 
turned to New Spain, to the great difappointment of 
, Cortes. As for Hurtado, neither he nor his veflel 
were ever more heard of. 
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After this, Cortes fent off two other vcffek, one of 
^prHch was commanded by a gentleman named Diego 
Besem de Mendoza ; he was of the Bezerras of 
Badajos or Merida ; the other was commanded hj 
€>ne Hernando de Grijalva. The principal pilot was 
One Ximencs, a Bifcayan, smd a great cofmographcr. 
The orders from the Marquis were, firft to go ia 
fearch of Hurtado, and in cafe of not finding him, to 
go upon a voyage of difcovery of new iflands, efpecisd* 
ly thofe which were reported to be rich in pearls. The 
Bifcayan pilot, before they {ailed, was always telling 
the others how he would bring them to countries 
where they ihould all make their fortunes. Many 
were weak enough to believe him. The firft night 
after they left the port of Guantepeque, a gale of 
wind rofe and feparated the veffels, which never after- 
wards joined company, Grijalva not choofing to be 
under the command of Bezerra, who was very haugh- 
ty. He had alfo another motive, in wifhing to keep 
the merit of any difcoveries he ihould make, to him- 
felf. After failing two hundred leagues, .he came to 
an ifland which was uninhabited, and which he nam- 
ed Santo Tome, feezerra and his pilot Ximenes had 
a quarrel upon their voyage, and the former having 
made himfelf very odieus by his domineering difpo- 
fition, the pilot formed a plot for the affaffination of 
hitn and feveral more, which he put in execution one 
night as the captain and the others were fleeping. 
The fanguinary views of the confpirators went much 
farther, but the interceffion of two Francifcan friars 

faved 
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iaved the lives of many who were already Ueedin^ 
from their treachery, but whom, togctha^ with the 
friars, they determined to land in Xalifco. Ximoties 
taking the oonunand upon the death of Bczerra, and 
continuing his route, difcovered an ifland to wluch 
he gave the name of Santa Cruz* It was £dd that 
pearls were found on its coafis. It was inhabited by 
£ivages, and here he determined to put the friars and 
thofe whofe lives had been fpared at their interceffion 
on fhore, which he accordin^y did, and being in 
want of water, he went to the ihoTc at the fiwne time 
in iearch of it ; they had been on the ifland but a 
very fhort time when the natives came down upon 
them, and put every perfon they found to deaths ia 
view of thofe on board the ftip. 

This gave the Marquis great vexation. He now^ 
determined not to truft any one, but to go in perfon, 
having three fliips ready to launch in the port of 
Guantepeque. When the Spaniards of thofe countries 
faw th^t l\p intended to embark upon a voyage of 
difcovery, they thought fuccefs was certsdn, and ^uxar 
bers prepared to fpUow him as foldiers, above one 
hundred and thirty pf whom were inarried men, and 
brought their wives with them. They were in all 
^bove three hundred ?tnd twenty, the women indudr 
pdn The Marquis left Mexico accompanied by An- 
dres de Tapia and feveral other officers, fome ecde- 
^aftics, phyiicians, furgeons, and an apothecary, and 
J^avin^ embarked, in the month of May, one ikovr 
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fand five hundred and thirty-fix, or feven, he fet £ul 
for the Ifland of Santa Cruz, with as many colonifts 
and foldiers as the vefiels could contain ; and having 
arrived there after a profperous voyage, he fent back 
the ihips to bring the remainder of his people. The 
lecond voyage was not fo fortunate. They met with 
gales of wind, in which they were feparated near the 
river of St. Peter and St. Paul, one veffel only arriv- 
ing at the ifland of Santa Cruz, where the Marquig 
anxioufly expcAed them, as the provifions, of whidt 
he began to be in great want, were on board. Of 
thofe veffels which did not join him at Santa Cruz, 
one was ftranded on the coaft of Xalifco, and the peo- 
ple on board being tired of the bufinefs quitted her 
there, moft of them returning to New Spain. This 
was the one which contained the provifions. The 
other came to a bay, which they named, from the 
quantity of guayavas, Guayaval. 

During this time the Marquis and thofe with him 
were femifliing upon this uncultivated ifland. Twen- 
tyrthree of the foldiers died of abfolute difl:refi, and 
the reft were finking every day, and curfing his expe- 
ditions and difcoveries. Their fituation and mur- 
murs compelled him at length to go in fearch of his 
ihips, and he accordingly embarked with fifty foldiers, 
and judging that they muft have been driven on the 
coaft in the ftorms, he fearched in that direftion, 
and after fome time found one as before mentioned, 
^jmded on the coafl: of Xalifco, and abandoned by 

the 
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the pcopfe. The other was n^t with by him amongft 
fixne rocks. Having got them repaired and afloat^ 
with much trouble, he brought them to his ifland o£ 
Santa Cruz, and a quantity of provifions being how 
ferved out to the famiihed fokliers, they eat thereof ia 
£zch a mann^ that the half of them died. 

The Marquis, in order to avoid fuch a fcene of dif- 
treis, embarked in purfuit c^ new difcoveries, an4 
during this voyagp fell in with the land of Cahfomia. 
He was by that timeasheartSy tired of the buiine&at 
any one, but he could not bear the thoughts oi re* 
turning, after fuch expenles and lo£ks, without hav« 
tng eSe&cd fomething, left his misfortunes fliould be 
afcribed to the curfes of the conquercnrs <rf Me^co^ 
his andcnt companions* 

The marchionefs del VaBe, hearing of the lofe of one 
of the veffels on the coaft, grew very apprehenfive^ 
and accordii^Iy fitted out two fhips, which failed un^ 
der the command of one Ulloa, in fearch of the 
Marquis and Im fquadron, with letters from his lady 
aftd the Viceroy eameftly fcdidting his return. Ulloa 
was fortunsrte enough to light upon him, and the 
Marquis fuffered himfdf to be prevailed upon, and re- 
turned to Mexico by the port of Ac^ulc^, leaving 
Ulkwi in command of the ^uadron. His return re- 
joiced the Spaniards, who feared always that the na- 
tive chiefs^ not being awed by him, would br^dcout 
into revolt* In a fliort time after his arrival, the p^ 

pie 
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l^e whom be bad left in California returned, but I 
cannpt fay whether in confe^uieiice of orders from the 
govermnent ot not. 

After the Marquis had repofed for a few months, he 
fitted out another expedition of two fhips, under the 
command of Francifco de UUoa, already named by 
me, who failed from the port of Natividad in the 
^(Kinth of June, of I forget what year, with orders tQ 
exanfUQe th? ^cpaft of California, and to iearch for cap- 
tain Hurtado, who never had been heard of. VUm 
.employed in this voyage about feven months, at the 
cs^iration of winch he returned to Xaliico, withmtt 
leaving effeded any thing ; and going for a few days 
on ihore to repofe, a foldier, who bore a mafice TigfrnSt, 
him, took an opportunity to way-lay and a&ffinate 
him, and thps ended the diicoveries of the IMbrquis 
del Valle, in which he expended, as I have heard him 
declare^ above three hundr^ thouland crowns. 

In order to get fomc allowance from his Majefty 
for this lofe, he determined to go to CaftiUe ; he had 
alib other bufipefs which called him there, fuch as 
the difputc about his vaffids, and the reftitution of 
his property which had been feized by Nuno de Guz- 
nian, now prifoner in Old Spain. I wiU conclude 
this accoupt by obferving, that it appears that the 
Marquis never profpered from the time of his firft 
conqiieft of New Spain ; and his ill fortune is afcrib- 
cd to ^ curfes with which he was loaded. 

The 
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The Viceroy and court of royal audience had feilt 
out a military force^ commanded by an officer named 
Francifco Vafquez Coronado, who married the virtu- 
ous and fair daughter of the treafurer Eftrada. Co^ 
ronado left his government of XaUfco to an officer 
named Onate» and after he had been for fome months 
in the country to which he was fent, and which was 
named Celibola, or the Seven Cities, a Francifcan friar 
named Marcos de Nica returned from thence to Mex- 
ico to give an account of the country to the "Wceroy. 
He defcribed it as confifting of fine plains fall of herds 
of cattle, but which were quite diffisrent in their ap- 
pearance from thofe of Caftille. The houfes he de- 
fcribed as having two ftories, and ftairs, and the 
towns as being pc^ulous. He alfo reprefented that, 
as it lay near the Pacific Ocean, a fupply of necefla- 
ries could be fent to the Spanifli force, conveniently, 
in tRat direction. It was for this reafon that three 
flups were fent thither under the command of Her- . 
nando de Alarco, an officer in the Viceroy's houfe« 
hold. 

I muft not omit to mention the particulars of the 
great armament prepared by Don Pedro de Alvarado 
in the year one thou£tnd five hundred and thirty- 
feven, in the port of Acaxatla on the Pacific Occam 
This fleet was fitted out by Alvarado in confequence 
of permiffion obtained from his Majefly, by whom 
he was granted certain rents and advantages in fuch 

countricf 



THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. 383 

countries a$ he iKo^ld difcover towards the weft ; 
that is to fay>' China, the Molucca and Spice Illands. 

Alvafado, being always zealous for his Majefty's 
fervice, as appeared by his conduft in Mexico and' 
Peru, was anxious that this expedition fliould exceed 
any other that had ever been fitted out. It confifted 
of thirteen fail, amply provided. The port at which 
the preparations were made was above two hundred 
leagues diftant from that of Vera Cruz, from which 
all the iron, and moft other neceffary articles, were 
to be brought by land carriage. The confequenca 
was, that the money expended would have built 
dghty fuch fliips in Seville. All the wealth Alva- 
rado brought from Peru, what he got from the 
mines of Guatimala, with the rents of his eftates, and 
the prefents of his friends and relations, were infuf- 
Jltient, although the merchandize was taken upon 
credit. The cxpenfe attending the ftiips was no- 
thing in comparifon to that of liis army, confifting 
of fix hundred and fifty foldiers with their officers, 
and a number of horfes, of which latter a good one 
could not be procured for lefs than three hundred 
crowns. Alvarado failed fome time in the year one 
thoufand five hundred an4 thirty-eight, for the har- 
bour of the Purification, in the province of Xalifco, 
where he was to take in water, and embark more fol- 
diers. When the Viceroy heard of this great arma- 
ment, he became anxious to have a Iharc in it, and 
Vox. 11. X X went 
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went ^th Alvarado to view hh fleet, after \irl4^. 
they returned to Mexico. 

Alvarado wifhed to have a relation of his own^ 
toamed Juan, (not tht Juan de Alvarado of Chiri* 
bito) as general, and the Viceroy was anxious that 
im officer named ViUalobos fliould have the coin^ 
tnand, xonjointjy With him. Things were in t|m. 
liatc ivhta Alvariido was Obliged to return to his 
^t at the port of Natividad ; and being. there,^andl, 
|ufl ready to iail, he received a letter from. Chrif: 
toval de Omti^ who was left in command at XaJifcO 
in the abfence Of Framdico Coronado, requcfling hu. 
inunediatc afliflance to fave him and the fettlem^ent 
ftom the deftruclion with which they were threatened, 
by the force of the n^ghbouring tndians of Cochit* 
laui Alvarado fet otf with his troops to their. relief^ 
and found them in a mod defperate fituation int 
deed. The infurgents rather dccreafed the violence 
of their attacks upon the appearance, of Alvaf ado's 
force, but ftill hoftilities were carried on, and one 
day that Alvarado was purfuing fome of the enemy 
among the rocks and lAountains where they had re- 
treated, a foldier who was on horfeback at a confix 
derablc height above him on the fide of a ttiountsun^ 
and whofe horfe had loft his footing, came^ horfc 
and aB, rolling down the precipice, and feiking Alva- 
rado^ brought him down with them. By this acdU 
dent he was fo much bruifed, that, in conlequeoce. 
thereof and of being removed too fuddeljly tft the 
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ibwn of the Pacification, he was feized with fainting 
fits, and in the courfe of a few days gave up the 
ghoft. God pardon his fins! Some fay that he. 
made a will previous to his death, but it never ap- 
l^cired. He was buried with as. ntiuch ceremony as 
tould be beftowed upon his funeral, and his remains 
^were, as I have heard, afterwards removed to the 
town of Hripitq by Juan de Alvarado, his relation. 

As fooh as the news of his death was known to his, 
fleet and army, numbers difcharged themfelves, and, 
returned to ti^eir homes with what* they had receiv- 
ed. In Meidco he was greatly regretted. The Vice- 
f oy feht oflF immediately the licentiate Maldonado, to. 
fake proper ft^s to prevent any confufit)n likely to, 
infue, andfliortly after, following in perfon, coUefted, 
*rhat remained of the foldiers, arvl, marching againft 
the infurgents i^ the rocks, afte^ a tedious expedi-. 
tion iucceeded m reducing them*. The lofs of Alva- 
^'ado was feverely felt in his family., Ap foon ai the 
fetal intelligence arrived in Guatimal^i, the bilhop D*. 
?r^ncifco Marroguin, of excellent memory, and all^ 
the clergy, affifted in rendering him the- i^eral ho-, 
j^ours. His ihajor domo alfo, to ih^w his forrow, cauC». 
ed the walls of his houfe ta be painted black, which. 
Colour they remained ever aften. Many cavaliers 
waited upoii his lady. Donna Beatrix de la Cueva, an4 
^er family, in order to confole them, for their diftrefs 
was very great. They told her that flie fliould give, 
ti^anis to Qod, fincc it W2^ W^ vyilj to take her huf- 

band: 
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band j to which flie as a good chriftia» aflented^but 
obfcrvcd, that £Ue wifhed to be free from this mdaa^ 
choly world, and all its misfortuocflk 

Thefc circumftanccs Lmcntion, bccanfc the hiftoN. 
rian Gomajra attributes the unfortunate event wlucht 
lliorrly afterwards bqfel her to her having fpokea 
blarphcmoully, in faying that God could do her na 
more irjury than flie had already fuffered* She Uiet 
v'idi her rioatli in the following mawier : A deluge 
pf water ard mud broke from the volcano which is 
at tlie diftance of about half a league from Quatima-t 
la, and, bringing with it great quantities, of larg^ 
ftones and treses, overwhelmed the houfe of £konn^ 
Beatrix;, who was at the time praying with her wo-i 
men. As to the words which Gomara afcribcs tct 
hei', flie never uttered them, nor was her death a, 
judgment of God In any refped.. But I muft obfervc^ 
the particularities of the fate of this family* ^ ^•. 
though Alvarado and his four brothers had fervid his; 
Ji!bjcfty fo zealoufly, not any part of his prop^ty de-K 
fcended to his children. D. Pedro de Alvarado died 
as I have j^lated, by an uncommon accident in C<k 
chitlan; his brother George died in t;!^ city of 
Madrid, in the year one thoufand five htrnd^ed *n4 
forty, being th^n foliciting his Majefty for fonae re-i 
ward ; Gomez de iUvarado died in Peru, Qonzalo de 
Alvarado in Mexico or Guaxaca^ I forget which, an,d 
Juan on his voyage to th? ifland of Cuba. His eldeft 
fbn going with his relation Juan de Alvara.do th^ 
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ycuijger to wait on his Majefly, and foUcit a recom- 
pence for his father's fervicfes, the fliip wherein they 
went was loft, and neither they nor it were ever 
heard of after they fet fail. Don Diego, the younger 
fon, feeing his fortunes defperate, returned to Peru, 
wher^ he died in battle, and the lady of Pedro dc 
Alvaradq, with the female part of his family, one on- 
ly excepted, were drowned by a torrent from a vol* 
cario. Now, curious readers, refled on what I have 
related of the fete of this family ; and may our Lord 
Jdfus CWft take them into his holy glory ! Amen. 
The .only furvivor. Donna Leonora, one of his 
daughters who was faved from the torrent, has cau£^ 
fd to be built two fepulchres in the great church di 
thisxity of Guatimala, to receive the bones of her 
fej^tions.. 

In about a year after the death of D. Pedro de Al- 
varado, the Viceroy coUeded the beft of the thirteen 
ihips which compofed his fleet, and fent them, under 
the command of an officer named Villalobos, to make 
ciifcoveries to the wejiward ; but what the refult was, 
I never heard. As to the cxpenfes . incurred by Al- 
varado, he never recovered any part of them, nor 
his^ family after him. 

The Marquis del Valle being in Spain at the time 
of the .expedition againft Algiers, and attending his 
Majefty in it, with his eldeft fon, and aHo Don Mar- 
tin;> his fon by Donna Marina, the fleet was difperfed 

in 
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in a fiorm* The vtSd on board whkh the MarquiK 
was being ftranded^ he, hn foos, and the other c&Ta^ 
liers, reached the fliore with very great dfficalty. 
His fervants have related, that before he quitted the 
veffd, he tied round his arm in a handkerchief a quati-.^ 
dty of jewels of ineftimable value, which he wore, 
according to the cuflom of great lords, as we iky 
*• para no menefter,*' or bocaufe they are not want-* 
ing ; but in the confofion of quitting the veflel, by 
fomt acddent they were all loft. On account of thisfc 
difafter to the fleet, the council of i^rar were of 0^^ 
nion to raife. the fiege immcdiatdy^ To this C09mcil 
the Marqub was not fummoned, but he b laid to 
Itave declared, that hjid he been prefent at it he 
would have given }»s vote for -the continu^ioti of 
the iiege, and that if it had been his fiDrtune to bavef 
had fuch brave foldiers as thofe who firft accompanied[ 
him to Mexico, be would cntertaift, no, doubt of- 
focceist^ 

The Marquis was mfw gf own. old, smd he "Mt^ 
worn down by fatigues j he was therefore very anxi^L 
ous to return to New Spam; but a treaty of marriage- 
was on foot between his eldeft daughter. Donna 
Maria Cortes, for whom he had fen| to Bleadco, ancl 
Don Alvaro Knez Qforio, fon and hQir to the Mar- 
qtiis of Aftorga. The lady w^is to/have a fortune of 
a< hundred thoufand ducats^, and the Marquis^ ha<$ 
gone as far as Seville to meet heron herarHv^ irf' 
Spain ; but the match was broken off, asPit Uisd^y^ 

thft 
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w^ tliie fiskult of Don Alvaro. The Marquis was greatly 
oni difykafed, and, being in a bad ftate of health before^ 
ok he declined fo rapidly that he found it neceflary to 
tU retire from Sevitte to Caftileja de la Cuefta, to attend 
^^ to his foul, and make his laft teftament. Having ^- 
ranged all his' affairs for this and the next world, it 
:^ was the Lord's will to take him from this trouble^ 
l^me ftate, on the fecond day of December, one 
thoufand five hundred and forty-feven. He was bu- 
lled with great pomp in the chapel of the Dukes of 
Medina l^donia, but his remains were afterwards, 
according to his will, brought to New Spain, and in- 
terred in -Cuyoacan or Tezcuco, I am uncertsdn 
which. In regard to his age, I witt give the beft ac- 
count that I am able. In the year one thouland fiv^ : 
hundred and nineteen, when we went with hini front : 
Cuba to New Spain, he ufed to tell us that he ytraj;^ 
thirty^four years of age j from one thoufand five 
hundred and nineteen, to one thoufand five hundred 
I and forty-feven, is a period of twenty-eight years, 
wMch makes him at the time of his death exadly. 
fixty-two years old. 

The le^mate children of the Marqixis del Vallc 
were, Don Martin the prefent Marquis, Donna Maria 
before mentioned, who married the Count de Luna 
de Leon. Donna Juaaa, who married Don Hernan- 
do Enriquez, heir to the Msurquis of Tariffa, and 
Donna Catalina de Arrdlano, who died in Seville* 
Thefe. ladks.caiQe with: the Maiduonds from Mexi- 
co j 
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CO ; her brother Frju Anthomo <fc Zuniga beuig feftt 
for them. One daughter, named Donna Leonora, 
was married iti Mexico, to a rich Bifcayan nameti 
Juanes dc Tolofa, which alliance gave great offence to 
the young Marquis. He alfo left two natural fons, 
one by Donna Marina, named Don Martin, who was 
commander of the order of St. Jago. The other, 
Don Luis, who \vas a commander of the fame order, 
was the fon of a lady, by name De Hermofilh. He 
had alfo three natural daughters : one, by an Indian 
woman of Cuba, was named Donna — ^Pizarro ; the 
others were by a Mexican woman. Thefe ladies were 
all left great fortunes. The Marquis alfo, having due 
time, took care of his foul, by difcharging his fins, 
endowing an hofpital in Mexico, and a monaftery of 
nuns in his own town of Cuyoacan. 

The motto and arms which were granted to him 
were well adapted to a valiant warrior. The former 
being in Latin I will fay nothing about, becaufe I do 
not underftand that language. His arms were tke 
heads of feven kings in a chain, reprefenting Monte- 
2uma, Cacamatzin, Guatimotzin, Tulapa, Coadlava- 
ca, and the princes of Tacuba and Cuyoaean. 

I will now proc^d to defcribc the perfon and dif- 
pofition of the Marquis. He .was of a good ftature 
and ftrong built, of a rather pale complexion, and fe* 
rious countenance. His features were, if faulty, 
rather too Imall ; his eyes mild and grave. His beard 

was 
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Hfras bbck, thin, and iau|ty ; his hair in the lame 
manner. His breaft and ihoulders we;re broad, and 
his body very thin* He was very well limbed, and 
his legs rather bowed; an excellent horfeman, and 
dexterous in the ufe of arms. He alfo poffeffed the 
heart and mind, which is the principal part of the 
bufinefs. I have heard that when he was a lad in 
Hi£^aniola, he was very wild about women, and that 
he. had feveral duels with able fwordimen^ in which 
he aiways came o£F with vidory. He had the fear of 
a iword-wound near his under lip, which appeared 
through his beard if clofely examined, and which 
he received in fome of thofe aflFairs. In his appear- 
ance, manners, tranfaftions, converfation, table, and 
dre^, every thing bore the appearance of a great lord. 
His .clothes .were according to the faihion of the 
time } he was not fond of filjcs, damaflcs, or velvets, 
but every thing plain, and very handfome j nor did 
he wear large chains of gold, but a fmall one of prime 
wqrkmanftip, bearing the image of our Lady the 
Blefled Virgin with her precious Son in her arms, and 
a Latin motto; and on the reverfe, St. John the 
Baptift, with another motto. He wore on his finger 
a ring with a very fine diamond, and in his cap, 
which according to the fafhion of that day was of 
velvet, he bore a medal, the head and m^tto of which 
I do not recoiled ; but latterly he wore a plain cloth 
cap, without any ornament. 

* . His 

w Vol. n. Y y 



. ifis table was alwiys inagnifioent^ attiendad axA 
fenred, with four ins^r ciomos or principal o^c^n^ 
\ number of pages, and a great quantity of pldl^, Jboth 
gold and filvcr. He dined heartily at mid-day, and 
drank a glafe of wine mixed with water, of ibdut half 
a pint. He was not nice in his food, ndr fexpenfive, 
texccpt on particulir occaiions where he faw the pro- 
priety of it. He was very affable with all Ms captains 
tind foldiers, cfpecially thofe who accompanied him 
fn his firft ex^dition from Cuba. He was a Latkuft^ 
and, as I have been told, a bachelor in laws. He wa» 
aMb fomethihg df a poet, and a very good rhetoridan j 
"very devout to our Holy Virgin, and his advocates 
'St. Peter, St. Jago, and St. John the Baptift in par^. 
ticular ; and charitable to the poor; When he fwore^ 
lie ufed to fey, " By my confcience !'* and when he 
^as angry with any of us, his friends^ h^ would fay^ 
'**Ohl may you repent it.** When he Was Very 
^^ff^9 the veins in his Aroat and forehead ufed \o 
fwell ; and when in great wrath, he would not utter 
a fyHable to any one. He was very patient Under in-* 
fults or injuries j for fome of the foldiers were at 
times V^ry rude and abufive with him ; but he never 
Tefented their conduft, although he had often great 
rcafon to do fo. In fuch cafes he ufed only to fay, 
" Be filent," or, ^ Go away, in God's name, and 
** take care not to repeat this eonduft, or I will have 
•*yoU punifhed.*' He waS very determined and 
headftrong in all bufinefs of war, not attending to 
'ikny remonftrancea on account of danger ^ an inftance 

.of 
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€if whicli bjb Shewed in the attatk of thbfe fbrf refiet. 
called the rddtt^crf thte MEsrf^F^* J wJiiA he forced ut. 
to fcalc^ contrary to ouf o^iniona^ md where tieithir 
courage^ counlidi, Or wifdom, could giv? any ration^ 
hope q£ fuccefs. Another inftanc^ was given by him 
of bis obilinacy in regard to. the expedition again^ 
J)e Oli, ,|. repeatedly advifed. him %q go by the moun* 
tains } but he perfifted 19 ^d^ering to the coaft,^ 
where2i$ if h,e had gone in the dire^ikpii that I propoC*. 
cd be woiiM have found towns the wliole way, of 
which tbefoUowing route isa^oof; Quacacualco, 
the high road to Chiapa, from that to, Guatimala^ 
and from thence to Naca Whej e \^e had to ered a 
fortrefa, Cortes was the hardeft labourei; in the trench^.. 
^s; wh^n we were going into battle, be w,^ as fori, 
ward as any. 

Cortes was vary fond of pl^y^ both it cards and 
dice, and while playing he was very affable and good 
humoured. He ufed frequently, at fuch times, thofc 
<:aht expreffions which perfons who game are accuf- 
tomed to do. In military fervice he praAifed the 
moft ftrid attention to difcipline, conftantly going 
the rounds in perfon during the nigh,t, vifiting the 
quarters of the foldiers, and feverely reprehending 
thofe whom be found without theix; ^mour and ap- 
pointments, and not ready to, turn out ; repeating to 
them the proverb, that " It is a bad fheep which can- 
not carry its own wool/' Gn our expedition to, 
fligueras I perceived that he had acquired a habit 

whichi 
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wliich I had never before ohterved in liim, and k 
was this } after eatings if he did not get his iiefta, ov 
ileqp, hisfiomach was afieded, aiKl he feU fick. Fof 
this realon, when on the journey, fet the ndn be ever 
fo heavy, or the fun ever fo hot, he always repofed 
ior a Ihort time after his repaft, a earpet or doak be- 
ing ipread under a tree, on which he lay down, and 
having flept a fliort time he mounted-his horfe and 
proceeded on his journey. When we were engaged 
•in the wars during the cpnqueft of New Spain, he 
was very thin and flender, but after his return from 
Higueras he grew fat, and acquired ^ belly. He at 
^his time trimmed his beard, which had not begun to 
grow white, in the fliort fafhion., In his early life he 
was very liberal, but grew clofe latterly ; fome of his 
fervants complaining that he did not pay them as he 
ought : and I have alfo to obf?rve that in his latter 
undertakings be never fucceeded. Perhaps fuch was 
the will pf Heaven, his reward bein^ referred, for 
another place ; fpr he was a good cavalier, and very 
devout to the Poly Virgin, and alfo to St. Paul and 
other holy Saints. God pardon him his fins, and m^ 
mine } and give me a good end, which is better than 
fill con^uefts and vidpries over Indians^ 
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CHAPTER X. 

Enumeration and Account of the valiant Companions who 
faffed ov^r to the Conquefl of New Spain with the mofi 
adventurous and magnanimous Don Hernando Cortes^ 
Marquis of the Valley. Admntages refulting from thi 
Conquefi. Tranfadlions at Court. Concluding Ohfer* 
vations of the Author. 

IN the lift of the conquerors of Mexico the firft is 
the Marquis Don H. Cortes; with him came the 
following officers and foldiers : Don P. de Alvarado, 
commander of St. Jago, adelantado and governor of 
Guatimala, Honduras, and Chiapa; he was about 
thirty-rfour ycaf s of age when he came to this coui> 
try, of ahandfome perfon, very cheerful countenance, 
and mild look ; for which reafon he was called by the 
Meidcans, ^' Tonatio,'* which fignifies the fun : he was 
very ad^ive, and a good horfeman ; of a gejaerous dif- 
pofition, and courteous manners, very fplendid in his 
drefs, wearing a gold chain with a medal round his 
peck, and a diamond ring on his finger. 

F. de Montejo was of the middle ftature, of a 

cheerful countenance, and gay difpofition : at the time 

of hijs arrival here he was about thirty-five yeurs of 

age ; he was fitter for bulinefs than war, and of a 

liberal turn, expending more than he received. He 

arrived to the dignfty of adelantado and governor of 

Yucatan, and died in Caftillet 
, Captain 
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Captain G. de Sandoval was at the time of his ar« 
rival here about twenty-two years of age. He was 
joint governor of New Spam for ab6ut dcvcu months ; 
in this officer courage and judgment were combined. 
He was robuft in body,^ his leg^ rather bowed^ and hi& 
countenance mafculinc; hia hair and beard wtre 
curled, and of a light brown ; his voice was rough, 
and fomewhat terrible, and he ftammered ^ little ; he 
was a plain man, and one who did not know much oC 
letters, not avaricious of gold, but attentive to his 
bufinels, like a good officer ) feeing that his ibldien 
did their duty well, and taldpg good care of them* 
He was not fond of rich dreffes, but went plain m^i, 
like a foldier. He had the b^ horfe that evpr wa& 
&en ; he was a chefhut, with a ftar in his forehead^ 
and « his near foot white ; his name was MotHk; he 
became a proverb, fi> that when any horfe was extras*, 
ordinalrily good, we ufed to £iy he was as good 2a. 
Motilla. Sandoval was an officer fit for any ilation } 
he was a native of Medellin^ smd an hidalgo ; his,f;»thef 
was an alcalde of a cafile* 

Don C. de Oil was a Hcftor in battte, but hit 
judgment was not equal to his valour, and he requir^i 
cd to be kept under command. The captain^ D? 
Alvarado, De Sandoval, and De jOli, Were in high 
cftimation with his Maj^fty, who was pleafed to fay 
that he had three in New Spain who might be com* 
pared with the greateft the Wortd had piroducccL 
Cortes alfo ufed to talk highly of his officers and foV 

diers^ 
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^itfeis, bat what Bernai Diaz del Caftillo thinks upon 
the f«daje<9: k this ; that if what Cortes a^erwards 
faid in their favour, he had written at firft to his Ma- 
jefly, he would have done right ; but at that time he 
made no mention of our vaHant actions, nor even 
0ur names ; but only faid, '* this I did ; this I order- 
led tp be done }*' whereas I think the leaft he fhotdd 
have done was to make mendgn o( us. I wiU now 
return to my enumeration o£ our officers and foldiers. 

J. V% de Leon, native of Old Caftille, was about 
twenty-'-feven years of age, well proportioned, and 
irobuft ; ius beard was red and curled, his voice rough 
tad fierce, and he ftatnmered a little. He was a ca« 
Salter of good manners, and generous, &aring what 
lie luhd wit^ his companions ; he kiUed a perfon of 
cctftfequence in the ifland of Hifpaniola, for which he 
^as obliged to conceal himfelf, and the officers c^ 
Juftice never Were able to apprehend him, he made 
fiich refiftance. He was moft valiant both on horfe- 
back and on foot. He died at the bridge. 

D. de .Ordas, from the neighbourhood of Campos, 
was about forty years of age ; he w^ captain of the 
foldiers armed with fword and buckler, not being a 
horfeman ; he was very valiant, and wife ; ftrong, and 
of good ftature; of a mafcuKnc countenance, and 
i>lack, thin beard. In fpeaking, there were certain 
words \diich he could not pronounce j lie was ge- 
nerous. 
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nerousy and c^ good manners. He was Gommandet 
of St* JagOy and governor of Maranm, where he 
died. 

Obtain L. Marin was valiant, and ftout built ; bow 
kgged, with a red beard, and a full and cheerfiol 
coiintenance» flightly marked with the fmall pogc* 
He was about thirty years of age, and a native of St* 
Lucar, lifping a Uttk, like the SeviUians^ He was a 
good horfeman, and of mild manners ; he (tied in 
Mechoacan^ 

Captain P. de Ircio \tras of middk ftature, dieer« 
ful countenance, and duck legged ; a great boafter 
of his explcnts, but by what we could perceive in him 
good for very little. He was always repeating cer* 
tain ftories of the Count de Urena, and Don Pedro 
Giron. We ufed to call him Agrages without deedg» 
He was for a time captain under Sandoval during 
the liege, and died in Mexico. 

A. de Avila W2fs of a good perfbn and countenance^ 
dear and fenfible in his converlation, very valiant, 
and about thirty-three years of age. He was free 
with his companions, but proud, fond of command- 
ing, and impatient of control, with a confiderablc 
Ihare of envy and turbulence, infomuch that Cortes 
could not bear to have him near him ; he therefcMre 
took care that he Ihould be employed in fuch affairs 
as would draw him to a diftance. He was unde to 

the 
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\ke (AVaKers the fons o^ Benavides^ ^o were behead- 
ed in Me^co» He died in that city or ia Yucatan. 

A. de Mohjar^z #as of middling ftature, ^uid a 
:good touHtefiance^ he a^ed as captain ^ringthe 
Bege, but was always an invalid. He was aged about 
^thirty years, and died a natural death. 

C. de dlea was a ftative of Meditia Del Campo, 
^nd4 moft vaHaint foldier. He was about twenty-fix 
.years 6f age, of the middk ftature, with a mafculine 
1)ut pleafing countenance ; his hair and beard a little 
xnirled, and a deir roict. This foldier's bravery was 
fttch that we all held him in the higheft honour ; he 
iaved the Bfe of Gortes at SuchimilHco, when the ene- 
^y Kid feized and were carrying him off to fecrifice ; 
and a fecond time upon the caufeway of Mexico when 
he was in a ftill more ddfperate fituation, being 
Wounded and in the hands of a number of the Indians^ 
the brave De Olea, though mortally wounded, with 
his fword killed and beat off every one of thefe who 
were upon Gortes, thus faving his general's Kfe, and 
lofing his own at the fame time. When the perfon 
of this valiant i[oldier recurs to my mind, and the 
manner he ufed to fight at our fides, the tears flow 
from my eyes, for he was my townfman, and we were 
related to the fame £similies. 

G. Dominguez, and Lares, were foldiers of higli 

renown, and might be put in comparifon with Olea j- 

Vol. n. Z z the 
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the firft died by the fall of his faorie, the feccmdi M 
the battle of Ctt^tmnba* 

A. de Tapia was aged about ti^renty-fbilt y^ars^ c^ 
a pale ounplexion and grave countenance. He wm 
m valiant captain, and died in Mexico, a natural deaths 

J. de Efcalante was a captain ; he died at Villa Ri- 
ca. F. de Lugo, a brave officer, aded as captain occa- 
iionally ; he was the natural fon of a wealthy gwtle* 
man at Medina del Campo ; he died a natural death. 
Gregorio de Monjaraz, a good foldier, loft his hear- 
ing during the iiegev ^^d died a oiatural death. Four 
brothers of Don P. de Alvaradov J. Xaraniillo was 
an oflBicer of merit ; he died a natural death. Chrif- 
toval Flores, a worthy foldier. Chriftoval de Oam^ 
boa, equerry to Cortes. One Calcedo, a wealthy 
man. Francifco de Bonal, a good foldier. Maldona- 
do, furnamed " the broad,*' a good foldier. Francif- 
co Alvarez Chico, a man of bufinelsi Francifco de 
Tdrrazasj major domo to Cortes, a perfon of merit. 
Chriftoval del Corral, our enfign > an officer of merit* 
Anthonio de ViUaroel, fome time enfign. Alonzo de 
Grado ; one fitter for bufinefs than war ; by his im- 
portunities he induced Cortes to give him the daugh-> 
t^r of .Montezuma in marriage. Francifco Flores, a 
very noble perfon* De Solis. There were fcnir of 
this name j one was furnamed, ** cafquete,** or ** rat- 
tle-lkull;" another called himfelf "JDe laHucrta;'* 
but we called Jiinx '^ filk coat," becaufe he prided hipi- 
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^ fttf im htf drcfe. "Another was named •* Dc Atrat 
la Puerta/* becaufe he always fat behind the door £if 
kis houfe, obferving the paffengers in the ftreetr 
Bernardino V^uea de Tapia; a perfon of Wealtl^ 
tnd confeqnence. Juan Lopez de Ximena, alcalde 
major of Vau Cruz* ^ Juam dci Cueljar, a good horfe- 
man, married the handfomc. daughter of the lord of 
Tezcuco, named Donna Anna. Anotjier, Cuellar, re- 
lated to F. Verdugo. Santos Heroandez, whom wo 
ufed to call " the good old ranger/* Pedro Moreno 
MedraiK?^ alctlde in. Vera Cruz, a good foldier, and 
an upright judge. Roman Lopez, a perfon of 
eminence. Juan de Limpias Caravajal, grew deaf 
during the fiege, where he was captain of a veffeL 
Mekhor de Galvez. Villaudrando, faid to have beea 
rdated to the Count of Ribadeo. Offorio, ^ goo4 
fol<Ker. Rpdrigo de Caftaneda, a good foldier, Juaa 
de Naxara^ a good foldier. Ojeda, who loft an eye 
during the fiege. Alonzo Hernandez Puertocarrero, 
coufin to the Count of Medelliq# Hernando Bur- 
gueno, a good foldier. Tirado de la Puebla, a man, 
of bufinefs. Hemandcs de Alanis, a y^ry bjrave fol- 
dier. Navarrete. Juaja Ranaenco. Francifco del 
Barco, promoted to be a captain. Juap Perez, who 
killed his wife^^the daughter of La Baguera. Najara, 
^' the hump backed,*' a moft valiant fojdier. Madrid, 
" the hump backed,** a very valiant foldier. Juan 
de Inhiefta. De Alamilla, a good crofs-bow-man. 
Moron, a fine mufician. De \Sarela, a good foldier* 
JJe Villafuerte, ^ perfon of confecjuence, married to ^ 

relation 
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fdatkNi of the firft wife of Cortts. Gntmrtt^ 
Fuiheco^ ipedba <tf diftmdion* Heraando cfe Ler^ 
8U, or de Leou, a^ captain. Suarez the ddo^ wE6, 
kdHed his wife with a blow of a hand-milL Ufios^ 
who had a fuit abottt his diftnd. Card Cara One 
Ximenci. Amaya^ Tw» Canp^^o^ brothers. One 
Vargas. Folanco. Juan de Aragon. St. EfUvan. 
Bernardino de Coria« Kodorigo RangeL Ahnodo-. 
va, his fop, and nephew. A. reverend father of the 
order of Mercy, named Fra, Bartholome de OhHcdo ;. 
a great theologian, a fine finger, zxkd a virtuoMS man. 
Two nephews of Akmza Hernandez, de Palo. Chrifc 
toval Diaz, a good €ro(s-bow-mw. Juaa SiciHano. 
Diego de Coria. Juan Sedcno^ S^uragofifi, faj^ier to, 
the fcrivener iij Mexico. Diego Martin de Agamante, 
a good foldicr. Diego Hernandez, loft his fight ; he^ 
was an aflSftant ihipwright. Alvaro Lopez. One^ 
Yanez, who went to.HBgueras; during his abfcnce 
his wife took another hufband^ idth whom he Irft 
her. Martin de Alpedrino, Juan. Alvarez Rubazo, 
Gonzalez Sanchez, brave men, all Portuguefe. One, 
Avila. One Efpinofa, fumajned " De la. Buena Bene-. 
^'^ dicidn,** from his often uiing the word. ?cron, 
de Toledo. One San Juan. Aparicio Martin. Iz-, 
guier4o, a good foldier. Morrales, an old man, lame 
of a leg, alcalde in ordinary at Villa Rica, a»d a M& 
do^r of juftice. Arevalo, Juan Leoxj, Madrigal, in-. 
habitants of Villa Rica j never were, on fcrvice. Na- 
varro, Manzanilla, an Indian of the iflands. Benito 
Vejel, a drummer who had ferved ip Ital^. Alon^o 

Romero. 
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Itomeri). Pedro Lopez,' a good foldier. Juan Gar- 
cia, Hernan Martin, and another j'finiths. A!var6 
Gallego. Ptedro de Tsqfna. Lorenzo Ginovcs, 
Ochoa, a rich and eminent p^oti; RIartin VaCquez, 
a man of eminence. Sebaftian Rodriguez, a itrQ&^ 
bow-man and ^trumpeter. Penalofa.^ Juan Pcrex 
Artiaga,furnamed " Malintzin ;'* a rich man. . fifedrb. 
Gonzalez SaKote, a good foldier. Aguilar, whom 
we found at the point of Cotoche j a good fojdicr* . 
Pedro Valenciano. One Tarife. Another of that 
name, called by us "the meritorionSj** beca^ he 
was always bra^ng of what he had done, and that 
he had not been properly rewarded ; a prating feUow* 
Pe^ro Sa^hez Farfcin, a brave frfdier ; he aftcd a 
captain. Efcobar the bachelor, apothecary, furgeon, 
and phyfician ; he went mad. Juan de Caceres the 
rich. Gonzalo Huroncs. Ramirez the elder. At 
torga. Toftado. Pedro Valencia. Fra. Juan de las 
VarHlas, of the order of Mercy i a good thec^glan, 
and a virtuous man* Thofe enumerated above afl^ 
died naturally: Francifco de Sauc^o, called ^ the. 
gallant." Francifco de Moria, a very brave foldier. 
De Lares, a good folcKer and hotfeman. Another of 
that name. De Sdis, an old man. Benitez, a bravte 
man. Juan Ruano,, a good foldier. Two nephevra 
pf Qonzales de Najara. Gonzalo Dominguez, very 
brave and an excelknt horfeman. One De Mora, a 
good foldier. Juan Alvarez Chico. A good foldier 
who had loft one hand in Caftiflc by the conrfe of 
^ice. One ToWUo, lame, as h? &ad by a wound^ 

received; 
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received while ferving vinder the great o^rta&u 
Gonsak) Lopez de Ximena. One Filar, z good Kn-* 
gutft. Alonzo Luis, a good fc^er : being very taU 
he wu called ^^ the infiuit/* Alonzo de Monroy, a 
good Ibldier, fon of a commander of St. Stephen ; he 
went under the name of Salamanca. Juan Rico de 
AhoiB, a good foldier. Martin de Vendabal. Pedro 
Gallego. Tliree foldiers. of the name of Truxillo, 
brare men. De Valladc^. De Angulo* Franciico 
Gutierrez. Santa Clara. One Ximenes. Two bro-* 
thera of the name of Florin* One Vargas. One Dq 
Cieza, remarkable for pitching a bar. Bartholome 
Pirdo* Arbolanchc, a very brave ibldier. A nephew 
of one Almodovar^ Two brothers by name Marti- 
nez ; brave men. Sancho de Avila, who is fald to 
have brought fix thoufand crowns in gold to Caftille 
from St. Domingo, having had the luck to fall on 
ibme very rich minos there ; he loit the whole at play^ 
and theii joined vst Akmzo Hernandez de Palo, 
Alonzo de la Mefia, and Rabanal Montanez, good 
foldiers. Retamales* Gines Nortes, a brave foldier. 
Luis Alonz^, an excellent fwwdfman. Alonzo Ca« * 
talan, a good foldier. CaniUas, a drummer, and a 
good foldier, having ferved in Italy, Hernandez, 
fecretary to Cortes. Juan Diaz, belonged to the ge* 
neral's houfehold. Balnor. Cardenas, who faid he 
was fon to a commander. Arguello, a good foldier^ 
Vafijuez, ^ brave foldier. Arroyuelo.. Pizarro, a re- 
lation of Cortes, afted as captain j his name was not 
then remarkable^ nor had Peru been heard of. Ma^ 

gellane$^ 
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gdttaacs, a brave foldicr, a Portuguefc, as was another^ 
ft goldfinith. One Avila. Two of the name of Ef- 
pinoia. One of the name of San Juan, called " thq 
lofty/' from his prefumptuoufaefe. Gaceres, a good 
fokUer. Efcanola the yonngcr. Alonzo dc Talawrat 
a good foldier. An Indian of the iflands, named 
Manzanilla. Galleguillo, a very little man. A fmith, 
whofe name I forget. Paredes. Gonzalo Mcxia 
Rapapdlo, who faid he was defcended from the cor- 
fidr (rf that name in the reign of King John. Lucas 
Ginoves. Cervantes, a buffoon. Plazuela. Alonzo 
Perez Maite, a brave foldier, married to a handfome 
IntUan of the iflands. Alonzo de Efcobar, a perfon 
of confideration, formerly page to Velafquez. Ponce. 
Mendez. An old crofs-bow-man, a great card player, 
whofe name I forget. The page Orteguilla and his 
fether. Gaona. Luis Farfan. Moriilas. One of 
Ac Toflados. Porras, a fine finger, with a very hir 
complexion. Ortiz j he played on the fiddle and 
taught dancing. Serrano, a good foldier. Quintero. 
Andres de Moh. Alberza, a good foldier. Moft of 
Aefe loft their lives at the bridge, were facrificed, or 
fell in battle. 

Simon de Cuenca was killed at Xicalonga, with ten 
more foldiers. Francifco de Medina died in the hands 
of the Indians with fifteen more^ One De la Serna, 
who difcovered filver mines ; I do not know what is 
become of him* Martin Lopez, the fliip carpenter 
who rendered fuch eminent fervices j he is now living 

in 
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in Mexico. One Granada, now livii^ in Meid<^; 
TiUz Lobos returned rich to CafiiUe. Joan del Rid 
returned to CaftiDe. Juan Gomez returned rich to 
CaftiUe. Herman Lopez de Avila, a truftee of the 
tffeAs of the dead, returned very rich t6 Caffille. 
Pedro Efcudiro, Juan Cermeno, and his brother, all 
good foldicrs. Gonzalo dc Umbria, a pilot. FraH- 
dfco de Orozco, had been a foldier in Italy, and aded 
as captain during the ficge of Mexico ; I know nc^ 
thing more of him. Mefa had been a canonier in 
Italy ; was drowned in croffing a rirer, after the coA'* 
queft. Luis Vdafquez, and Martin Vaknciano, died 
in the expedition to Higueras. Alonzo de Barricn- 
tos. Juan del Puerto, a good foldier, died of difcafc. 
Pedro de Guzman, a Inrave foldier j it is faid that on 
his journey to Peru, he and his whole family, fervants 
and horfes^ were frozen to death; Cardenas ; thi^ 
was he who talked of the two kings ; he was vaf 
trouUefomc to Cortes. The Emperor made him ^ 
grant of lands worth a thouland crowns a year, with 
which he returned to Mexico, but flhortly after died; 
I^os Villanuevas, two brothers, Portuguefc ; I do not 
know what became of them. Villocinda, a tove 
foldier, put on the Francifcan habit. Alonzo de Her- 
rera, a good foldier ; he fou^t with capt»n Figue^ 
rp, and to avoid'the veng^mce of the treafurer, fled 
to the Indians of MaronoH^ by whom he was killed* 
Figuero was drowned going to Ca:ftitte. Maldonad^ 
de MeddUn j I do not know what became of Wm. 

Lencero, 
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Lencero, t good ioldier, had an ina on the coa4 
\o Vera Cruz ; turned friar. JSindos dc I^ortillo^ pof- 
fsSed lak-ge efiates^ y^rhidb, he {<M^ giving the monef 
ta the poor^ and» taking orders^ led a k>ly life; 
Quintero, a good foldier^ attained ^cat Wealth, which 
he renounced for God's fake, and, taking the Fran^ 
cifcan habit, led a hbly life. Alonto de Aguilar own- 
ed the inn between Vera Cruz and La Puebla j a rich 
man j he fold all his property for the fervicc of Godj 
and, putting bn the Dominican habit^ led a holy life. 
BurguiUos, a rich tnin^ renounced his property, and 
entered the order of St. Francis, whibh he afterwards 
quitted; JElfcalahtej a good fi^ddier, of a gay difpofi- 
tion ; he put on tte Francifcaa habit, but afterwards 
quitted the md&ailery^ and enteired again iftto thi 
military fervice ; but, in the courfe i^f a tnonth, xe» 
fi^ed his friar's habit j and led a holy life; .Gjrfpat 
Diaz, i wedthyj inah, renounced all for God'^vfeke^ 
and,rctifed to the pine #opds of GUaxodngoj whtrej 
in the moft r'fetired part^ he riiade 4 hermiUgc;, fear 
himfclf } in this courfe of life he reduc^ hl3 bodj} t<> 
% very weak ftate, by fkfitng ind peAance, ind thi 
fame of his aiifterlties rea^itag tht bi&op Juia de 
Zumarraga, he entreated hiin tiot to carry them to 
fuch' an extrcirna. Several bther pcrfens alfo jf4iit4 
Htm^ beix^ induced by hik example to IcM holy lii?« t 
&t the end of ^Jbout fobr yiars it Was GddS will t# 
liake them aH fromrttts wmU t6 his hetvcftly ^Ory; 
txTrntj a wry V^fiaat foW^B-j^it was he who render* 
tdfuch eflentad. fervice tp Ccartts, in once favlng.hij 
: Vofc. a A a a life > 
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%h i hemk% >frM afterwards obHged to ty/and f^k 
rcfbge among the Indians from this very Corterf 
trhom he had prefcrved, and who was exafperated 
againft hui^ for reafons which, from regard to his 
honour^ I will not mention { we never Imew wha^ 
became cnF him, but our fufpidosis were very bad«. 
PiiiedO) a good Soldier, had been educated in the houfe 
«f Velafque^ ; on the arrival of Narvaez^ quitting^ 
Mexico to join him, he was way4aid and killed on 
the road by Indians $ Cortes was fufpeded of hawg^ 
A haxkl in his death* 

One Lope^, returned to Hifpaniola. Alaminos 
tad his f6n, Camacho de Triano, Alvarez de Huelva^ 
Sopuerto del Condado, Cardenas, Umbriay Galdin^ 
and ieveral others, all pilots; Sopuerto, only, re* 
fhained in Mexico ; the reft being in dread of Cor* 
tes, becaufe they had ofercd their fervic^ to Garay. 
Enreque, drowned him£slf, from defpair and fatigue 
frn a march. Zemudio, a very brave foldier, return-t 
td (o Old ^^Tiy on account of having wounded feve* 
tdl p^*fons in frays j he was there given the command 
of a company > he died in Locaftil, with many other 
Spanifti cax^diers. Tariffa, the third of that name, 
taUed, by tis ** of the white hands,'* bccaufc he was 
not fit eiUktr fel- war or labour, or any thing e]l6| 
•ftcept to prate about what had hap^ned to him m 
Seville ; he and his hi)x& were itowned on die max'cli 
to Higueras% Efcdbar, a. brave maii, but very turbdt 
lent i he was hanged to: ifcdition, aiid&r violating % 
^ manied 
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parried waman» St. Jago, returned ridi to CaftiU*. 
Alonzo de ££:obar, a peribn oi eftiination, formerly 
page to Velafcjuez. Saldanha and two more, whole ' 
names I forget,^ were killed in Tabafco. Djb Rojas^ 
went to Peru* Guillen de la Loa^ Andrez, Nunez, 
Maiffe Pedro el de laHarpa^ and three more ; the firft 
died by a cannon fliot, the others by the enemy, 01: 
courfe of nature^ Alonza Rodriguez, left good mines 
an Cuba ; wa& killed at the rocks,, together with Gaf- 
jpar Sanchez, a brave man, nephew to the treafurcr of 
Cuba, and fix of the foldiera of Narvaez^. Pedro de 
Palma, firft hulband of Elvira Lopezi ^ the tall," was, 
hanged, together with a foldier named Trebejo,. and. 
a prieft, for fedition, by Avila or Las Cafas^ after the. 
death of Dc Oli, under whom they ficrved i;, 1 was, 
ihewn the tree whereon they were executed, when. 
Returning from Higueras with captain Marin*. Many 
jfea-faring men alfo came with us^ and behaved very 
Jbravely in the wars, but not recolledling their names. 
I do not put them down ; I fiiould run Hideed into, 
too great prolixity if I were to enumerate and de-^ 
fcribe sJl the valiant fddiers who pafled over with. 
Cortes ; but they were worthy to be recorded ip^ 
letters of gchL 

lUfi: of all I put down myfdtf, having, been in this, 
country antecedent to the coming of Cortes twice, 
and the third time with him^ as t-have related j, and 
I give thanks and praife to our Lord Pod, and his. 
jHoly Mother the Virgjn Mary, who. prefcrved me- 

fronk 
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from being £icrificed'like the moft of my companionS^^ 
that I might now relate and lAake manifcft our Be* 
Toic anions, and enumerate by name our valiant cap^^ 
tains and foldiers, who conquered this new worJd, 
thereby to prevent all the honour and merit frone^ 
being unjuftly afcribcd to one perfon* 

Of thofe who came with Narvaez, ahhough fcve^ 
ral were very valiant men, I utII fay nothing, becaufe* 
my intention in writing this hifk>ry was but to r^ 
cord the heroic aftions of the ibldiers of Cortes. \ 
will therefore only defcribe Narvaez himfdfi 

Narvaez was about forty-two years of age, of ta^ 
{):atur9 and large limbs, a full face, and red beard^ 
and agreeable prefencej very fonorpus and lofty in 
his fpee^h, as if tkc found came out of a vault ; a 
good hprfeman^ and faid to be valiant. He was ii 
native of Vallaxlolid, or Tudeh de Duero, and mar- 
ried to a lady named Maria dc Vaknzuela. He had 
a confiderabl^ property in the tfland of Cuba, where 
he was a captain. One of his eyes was beaten out in 
the attack which we made upon him. Ihis gentle- 
man was f^d to b^ very ^pfe in his diipofition. H( 
went to Caftillc to lay his complaints a^^wnft \^ be. 
fore his Majefty, and obtained a royal grant of a 
government in Florida, where he was loft, and all hit 
property. Thofe who read the. pai^culars of fo jgna* 
ny gaHant officers and foldiers, foch as \ have now 
^efiprib'ed them, frequently afk me how it happened^ 

^ «M 
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-Ikat I fliouJd remember tliem perfefiijr, after the lapfit 
^ fo many years. To which I reply, that it is natu» 
^al' cncfugh that I fliould recoiled the Barnes of fivm 
hundred and fifty companions who were always to* 
gether, in expeditions, in watches, in battle, and in 
Ikirmiflies, and eonverfing with each other how fuA 
a one had been killed at fuch a place, and how otheri 
^were carried oflF to be facrificed. For this was the 
manner in which we communicated with each other, 
«fpecially after we had come out of a bloody and 
doubtftil battle. And there have been generals who 
knew the Jfoldiers of their armies perfonally, eves 
^vhen there were as many as thirty thoufand men j 
§0 feys hiftory of Mithridates king of Pontus, an4 
another king 4>f the Epirots, and of Alexander, aii4 
Hannibal of Carthage, and in our times of the valiant 
-Gonssalo de Cordova, called the great captain, and 
snany others. I fay farther, that I have their figure^ 
io perfeffly pourtrayed in my imagination,* that I 
could draw them as it "W^x^ to the life, each of them 
in the manner he entered into batde, like the grearil 
Apelles, andthofe famous tnodern painters Michael 
Angdo, or the far cdebrated Burgaks, who is faid to 
fee another Apelles. Glory be to God, and the Holy 
Virgin,- who laved me from being facrificed to idola, 
to make thefe things known \ 

ifeving enumerated the fol<fiers who paffed with 
Cortes, and rekt€d in what manner they died, I have 
jiow to Obfervt, tibat we were for the moft part hidal* 
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gos, althoogli Home were not of fuch dear lineage w 
others ; for all cannot be alike in this wcnki, either in 
fank or in virtoes. But whatever may have been 
the dignity of cmr birth, we made our&lves much 
more illuftrious by our herdic aftions in the conqueft 
fi£ this country, at our own proper coft, and without 
tny fttf^rt, fave that of our Lord Jefus Chrift, who 
is the true aid and fuccour« If we look into the an« 
tient hiftory of our own country, we IhaU then fee 
that many cavaliers ar<^e to d^nity and honours^ 
by valiant and faithful fervices to their king } and I 
have obferved that thoie who thiia obtained thefe 
titles and dignities, did not go into the fidd without 
receiving pay and falaries ior their fcrvice ^ and yet 
they were rewarded with houfes and caftles^ an(£land& 
and privileges, to than and their descendants, w pg:-^ 
petuity* Alfo when his Majefty Don Jayme: wovk 
parts of his klngdcnn from the Moors, i^ made: 
grants thereof to thofe cavaliers who had affiled him> 
in the conqueft, from which period they derive theur 
honours and blazons. Hiofe alfo who ferved imder 
the great capt^^n and the Prince of Orange were xe-^ 
warded in like manner j and we, even without hi$; 
Majefty's knowledge, by our valour gained him thia. 
great country. I have here reaped this to recoUeQ-. 
tion, that the world may confidcr and fee our man^ 
fold, and good, and notable and loyal fervices, ta 
God and the King, andall Chri^endoma^andletthent 
be put in a balance and wei|^od; and kt it be decide 
if we are nQt as worthy (»f rewards wftd g^E^n/^r^ 

tions^ 



THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO- 413 

tfon&, as thofe cavaliers whcrni I have mentioned 
above* And as amongft thofe whom I have enume- 
rated there were many valiant companions, I was 
held in no inconfideral^ degree of eftimatbn in my 
day as a foldien 

Now, curious reader, refleft on my Jife, and in 
how many battles and dangers I have been, fince 
I firft came to this country, and how I was twice in 
the hands of the enemy, who were carrymg me oflF to 
&crifice, and God gave me force to efcape out of 
their dutches ; befides the diftrefles by hunger, thirft, 
and &tigue, which occur to all who undertake dif- 
coveries in unknown countries. 

It is now proper that I fliould relate the good ef- 
fcfts of our exertions for the fervice of God and his 
Majefty, by our illuftrious conquefts, in which moft 
of our companions loft their lives, being fiicrificed to 
the idols HuitzUopochtli and Tezcatepuca. * In the 
firft place, we purged the land of its wickednels and 
evil cuftoms, as for inftance that of human facrifice. 
By the accounts taken by certain reverend' Francifcan 
fathers, the firft who came here after Fra. Bartholome 
de Olmedo, it appears, that in the dty of Mexico, , 
and fome adjacent towns in 'die lake, they facrificed 
every year above two thou&nd five hundred human 
beings, young and did. Of courfe in the whole ex- 
tent of die country the num ber thus put to death an- 
nually nmft have been much greateiit. Their various 

horrid 
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Ikorrid practices of this nature exccod the powers <^ 
tny pen to defcribe; Their turfed adotatories wer^ 
£o many^ that I beftow on all df them a hearty male^ 
dicUon i it icems to me that they re&mbled what w« 
have in Caftille j for as we fee there^ in every city^ 
holy churches, and hermitages, and chapels, fo they 
had in this country their houfes of idols^ devils, dsxd 
diabolical figures* Bciides thefe, each native, male or 
£:male, had two altars^ one by the pl^ce where he or 
&e flept, the other at the door of the hou£e, witli 
chelts containing idols large and fmall, ftones, and 

' ftone knives, uith books made of the bark of trees. 
In which were noted down their recortls of paft times; 
They wxre much addided to abomim^e pradices^ 
cTpecially upon the coaft, and in the fultry provinces^ 
where boys wore female attire. They eat human 
fleih, as we do beef which we buy in the market, and 
In every town they had wooden cages, whcarein they 
kept and £ittened thofe men^ women and children 
who were deftined for that purpofe, :ats was the cafe 
with all thofe whom they took in their wars. Inceft 
was common amongfl them ; and they were drunk- 
ards in an eactreme* In the province of Panuco in 

' particular, they took the wine into their bodies in the 
manner a mo^cine is adminiftered, by means of a 
hollow cane j an unheard-of beafUinefs I They had 
as many wives as they pleafed, and all thde, and other 
abominations, it was the will of our Lord Jefus Chrift 
that we fhould be the inftruments to fweep from the 
land, fubftituting in their places, a good policy, and 

the 
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tite holy doftrinc It is true that after the fc^fe of 
Iwo years, when the country was fubjugated and ci- 
vilized, certain worthy fathers jrancifcans, df good 
«3cainple and doftrine, came here, and wete followed 
in three or four years by fathers of the order of St, 
Dominic, who completed what others had begun j 
but if it is duly confidered, it wiH a^jear that the 
meed and honour of deftroying the evil cuftoms of 
the land, in jullice bdongs to us the true conquerors^ 
in preference to any other perfims^ even thou^ they 
flioidd be of the holy profcffion. 

Since the clcftruftio]^ of idolatry, by the will o£ 
God, and with his holy aid, and the good fortune 
and facred chriftianity of the mQ& chriftian Emperor 
Don Carlos of glorious memory, and of our monarch 
and moft fortunate fovereign> the invincible King of 
Spain, our lord Don Philip, his dear and much bdoved 
fon, to whom may God grant years, and much in- 
creafe of dominion, to be enjoyed by him during Uf 
fortunate and holy life, and to be tranfmitted irom 
him to his pofterity, there have been baptizcadii) thif 
country all the natives, whofe fouk formerly wore 
funk and loft in the infernal pit* At prefent aUb, M 
there are here many reverend fathers of the diffident 
t>rders, they go ttarough the country preaching and 
baptizing, whereby the holy Evangelifts are firmly 
planted in the hearts erf the natives, who confefe every 
year, and thofe fufficiently advanced in the knowledge 
of the faith comulgate^ The churches alfo and their 
Vol, IL B b b altars 
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altars arc richly adorned witli all requjfites for ho^* 
worfliipi as croffes and candlefticks, \rkx candles,- 
chalices, cups, plates, ind veffels for incenfe, ^ of fil-' 
vcr. The ornaments of the altars and droffes are of 
velvet ?ind damafk, and other rich materials of vari-" 
dus colours and workmanflnp, and embroidered with 
gold, lilk, arid pearls* The funerals aifo are diftin- 
^iihed by their cmWematic reprcfentations of &ulls 
and bones, and with their palfe, fome good, and others 
hot fo. Each town aMo has fts bells, according to its 
abiKty. There are choirs alfo ih the diapds, of good 
Voices ^hich fing in concert^ tenors, *nd trebles, and 
coruttter-sitos. In fome places are organs, and moft 
iave flutes, hautboys^ fackbuts, duldmers, with trum^ 
pets bafs and treble, tiiore in this One province of 
Guatinlala than thetc are iii my Aative country^ 
Which is Old Caffille. It is a thing worthy C6 Aanfc 
fcrod o^ii to fee the devotion which t&e natives oi^bit 
when at holy mafs, efpedaWy if it is faid by fathers 6i 
«he orders of St. Tifaficls, or of Mer<iy, who are ap- 
polrrt(3d to the CBxes of pa:rifhes. All the natives alfo^ 
taen, women ind chiidreh, are taught the hdty ora- 
titim in their mother tongue, and wfeen they pafs aJ 
terofe, ci-ucifix. Or altsu^, they bow, and, falling ott 
their fcnees, fay a Pater Nofter or Ave Maria. We,- 
4he conquerors, dfo taught th^ta to' keep vax candies; 
'iighted before the holy aitors and croffes, for before 
-tiXT arrival they did not kno^ the ufe of wax m mak- 
ing cafidles. We alfo taught: them to behave witfr 
uefpect to the reverend fathers, and when they dafile 



ClH tk^«fi9rn% t$,gQ^Oi»t to xin^ct aod receive theia 
^imlklig^ti^ vm^ Gatndjb^ ringmg the heUs^ amd ^\k 
j^ tjicm pl^itiftjlly tQ eat j apjl th^s they de. They 
have aifb other feoly and gqad cuftoms, for on thQ 
day of our X^J^ Qt of Corpua Chrifti^ and othei^ 
ibkmn feaftp^ whcq.w?^ make proccflions, moft of th^ 
j&^ighrboups of this city of (Juagtimala go in fM:Qcej05oi\ 
Wfith croffcs and lighted cajadles^ fearing the image 
of the feint who is their patpon or patrondfs, as richly 
drefFed as they casa aflGwrd ; and they go finging th^ 
litanies^ and other holy Qjratiogs, a^d fouixd their flu^ 
and trumpets. 

The natives of thefe countries hs^v^ ^o learned the 
grades ufed amoi;^ us in Caftille, ^^nd tave their 
fliops, manufadofics, and Jpumeymenj, and gain, their 
livelihood thereby. The gold and filve^fmitha worlf 
jboth in caft metal, and by the hammer, and excel, as 
do the lapidaries and psunters^ The engravers execut? 
firft tate works, witiK their fine inftruments of i?o% 
efpecially upon emeralds,, whereon they repr^fent all 
the ads of the holy paffipn of our Redeemer and Si- 
viour Jefus Chrift, m fnteh a manner that thofc who 
had' not feen them execute it, would not believe that 
iuch worlw could be done by Indians ; inibmuch that, 
according to my judgment^ that famous painter of 
wc&nt ttjws, the renowfied Apdiles, or the modera 
ones named Michael Angdo and. Berruguete, and 
toother a native of Burgos who is in great fame, be- 
ing as %k^ iay a lecond i!^ell^s, (^v^H not with theif 

fubtle 
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fbbde pencib equal the woito widck are <llliit 1^ 
three Mexican artifts, named Andres ^ Aquin<H 
Juan dc la Cruz, and UL Crefjpillo. In additicm to stt 
thefe things, the fons of the chiefis \xkd to be gran^ 
xnarians^ and were learning very well, untH they were 
forbidden by the holy fynod, under an order of the 
xnoft reverend archbifhop of Mesdco j but many ok 
them are now, notwithftandtng, litarate. They arc 
alfo weavers of i3k, ftufis, and doths, and manufac- 
turers thereof, through aH the various ftages. They 
have alfo learned to be hatters and fbap boilers. Two 
trades only could never be acjquired by them ; one 
is^ that of making glafs, the other that of the apothe- 
cary ; but this is not owing to any defefl: of natural 
genius, for they are furgeons, and herbalifts, jugglers^ 
and makers of puppets, and of violins* Tillers of 
land they were before our arrival; and now they 
rear flock, and break buflocks, and plow, fow wheat, 
manure, reap, fcH, and make bread and bifcuit. They 
have planted their lands and inheritances with the 
fruit trees of Old Spain, and fell the frmt, cutting 
down the unwhokfome peach tree^, and overihading 
plantains, to make room for quince, apjde and pear 
trees, which they hold in high eftimation. We have 
taught them alfo laws and juftice, and in confequence, 
• they every year deft their ordinary alcaldes^ reg^dors, 
notaries, alguazils, fifcals, and major domos. They 
have their halls of common council, with bas^&^ 
where they meet two days in the week, judging and 
fcntcncing, and for fome offences punching ^d 
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^f^n^g; 1>^^ fof imurdcr andhig^ txbxm thqr 
Mfer thm to tk^ gpwmqnj if tiiore is no court ot 
fQj2l au^ience^ 

I have further been told, by perfons; well informed 
upon the fubjed, that in TTafcala,, Tezcuco, Choluk, 
Guiixocingo, Tepeaca, and other great cities, wl»]i 
the natives go to council, gilt maces are borne before 
the governors and alcaldes, ;is is done before the vice* 
I'oys, and they do juftice with as much zeal and ac- 
tivity as is ufed among us, priding thcmfehr^ thcre- 
f)n, and being very anxious to obtain a knowledge of 
<)ur laws^ 

AH the cadques have horfes, and are rich, and ride^ 
iiandfomdy caparifoned, and attended by their pages, 
throu^ and about thdr yefpeftive towns. In fomc 
towns alfo they cxcrcife with tlie lance on horfeback, 
run at th^ ripg, and have bull %hts, efpedally on the 
days of Coj^us Chrifti, St. John, St. James, our Lady 
in Auguft, or th^ patro^i or pa^tronefs of the town. 
Many ^o of them will face the bulls, be they ever fa 
fierce, and are ex<:ellent horfe^pen, efpecially thofe of 
a place named Chiapa de los Indiqs. Thofe who are 
caciques now breed horfes, and \ife them and mules 
for ordinary purpofes, conveying by their means 
wood, maize and lime for fale. Many of the natives 
l^vc likewife t?tken up the trade of ^yieros or car- 
riers. 



4»cti te all m9im&9ui»» ntca^o^ting tkMpf tM 
pcftry, 

: Qthgr a d v ^nUgc aod ppfitt yc alfi>dcagtvcd feiw 
CUT iUoftrious iorvices* B^f them our mot}ier. coun^i 
try has obtained gold^ filver, precious ftones, gr^un^ 
WQcHj iariaparilUy ajad hides } ^1 which are annua% 
tf anfmitted thither to the beoefit of his Majefiy's re« 
venue. I do^ not inchide the prefefits w« at various 
timet fcnt, and th^t which is exported by merchants 
and paiEaagcrs j for fince the time that the wife Kin^ 
Solwnon built the holy temple c^ Jerufidem with the 
gold and filver which he caufed to be brought from 
the iflands of Tarfis, Ophir, and Saba^ ancient or 
modern hiftory do not rcqord fi^ch tr^ifiifes to- have 
been derived from any country, as whart have \>een 
fent from New Spain ; and this I fay, becaufo, ^^ 
though it is notorious that from Pent uumf fiiiBtMsi 
in gold and fflver hfa»c been obtained^ yet ^i thet&Xit^ 
of the conqucft of this country Fern was twiknoisijaii^ 
nor was it gained until ten years after* "^Pt^ zify 
from the firft continued to fend to his ftfaj«% :?ncrfl 
rich prefcnts, for which, and other reafoAs, I «atrtius» 
country higher in eftimation, bccaufe wc wdl know 
that Peru lias been involved in cruA civil wais^ 
whereas we have remained, and will contiattc to A^ 
fo, our breafts proftratc on the earth in fubmiffioft 
and allegiance to^ur lord the King, and ready to c» 
pofe and devote our livesvand fortunes in his f^vic^ 

Ut 



' ikt tie tctfrions reader eoafifler tlie ^tttnfeer gJT 
^es of liew Spain, which^ from tlieir bfeingfo mawjr^ 
1 larffl-not detail ; dur teh Wsfliopi^icks, not including the 
irchbHhopricfe of tlie nd^le cky of Mie5uca, the -three 
courts of royal audience^ together ^th the foccelSoA 
of governors, sachbilhops, and bilhops; our holy 
cathedrals and ntionafteries, Domihicaii, fVandficauy 
llerccnarkn anci Auguftm^ otir hof{ritals, with tht 
€Xtc?nfive remiflSofls and pardons attached to ih&td^ 
Jind the Santa Cafa of our Lady of Gaa^doupe, witli 
the hdy miracfes there performed «very diay ; and kt 
tls give thanks to God, and to his Bleffed mother out 
Lady, fbr giving us ^race and fupport to conquct 
thefe coiifltries, «rherc fo much chriftianity - k - notr 
tlbabiabed. 

Let It fee dfo remertiT>ered, tlwlt'iii Mexico 'tbafe 
IS a univerfity herein are ftudied ^md learned gram- 
inar, theology, rhetoric, logic, pKik)fophy, and othSr 
Sciences. There is alfo a printing pr^ for books, 
'both in Latin and Honnance, and in tMs college the^r 
graduate as licentiates and^oftors j to which I migh* 
add' nciany other inftances to enhance the value of 
thcfe countries, fuch as the mincsof filver, and other 
^fcoveries, whereby profperity and grandeur re- 
dound to the mother country* If all which I have 
itiow faid does not fuffice, let the wife and learned 
t'ead my hiftory from beginning to end, and they wfll 
then confefs, that there never exifted in the world 
mea whb by bold achievement have gained more for 
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their Lord and Kong^ than we the brave conquerors ^ 
amongft the moft valiant of whom I wag confident 
as one, and am the moft ancient of all. I lay again 
that I^-i-I myielf, — ly am a true con<yieror ; and the 
soft ancient of alL 

I will now propoie a few queftions by way of dia^ 
bgue with the inmiortal and iUuftrious goddefs of 
Fame, who his feen, and proclaims through the world, 
iMxr manifold^ great and remarkable fervices, to God, 
liis Afojefty and all Chriftendom^ and cries with a 
loud vcnce^ &yixxgi that it is in Juftice and in reafon 
that we ihould have better eftates and fttuations thaa 
ethers who have not ferved his Majefty here or elfe« 
where. The goddeis alfo inquires where are our pa- 
laces, and manfions, adorned with diftinguifhing bla« 
aons, with iculptures of our coats of arms, and mo- 
nimiental trophies of our heroic aftions^ in the fame 
manner as thofe cavaliers have who ferved their king 
in Spain, our achievements being no way inferior to 
theirs, but on the. contrary of moft eminent merit, 
and not exceeded by any. The goddeis of Fame 
alfo inquires for thofe conquerors who efcaped from 
cruel deaths, and for the tombs and monuments 
of thofe who fell* 

To thefe queftions I reply as follows, with nauch 
brevity : Oh ! excellent and iUuftrious Fame ! defired 
and fought for by the good and virtuous, but fhunned 
and hated by the malicious j why dp you not exalt 

us 
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tis as our merits defcrvc ? KInoWj godd^fe, that of 
five hundred and fifty foldiers who left the ifland of 
Cuba with Cortes, at the moment that I am writing 
this hiftcry, in,the year one thoufand fire hundred 
and fixty-eight, no more than five are living, the reft 
having been killed in the wars, facrificed to idols, or 
died naturally. In anfwer to your queftion concern-* 
ing their tombs and naonuments, I tell you that their 
tombs are the maws of cannibal Indians, who devoured 
their limbs, and of tigers, ferpents, and birds of prey, 
Ivhich feafted on their mangled bodies* Such were 
their fepulchres, and fuch their monuments ! biit to 
me it appears that the names of thofe ought to be 
written in letters of gold, who died fo cruel a death, 
for the fervice of Gfbd and his Majefty, to give Ught 
to thofe who were in darknefc> and to procure 
wealthy which all men defire. 

The illuftrious goddefs next ad:s md fot an account 
of ^hofe who came with Narvaez, and with Garay j 
to which I reply, that the number of the foldiers 
who came with the former was one thoufand three 
hundred, exclufive oiF the mariners. Of whom not 
more than ten or eleven furVivfe, the reft having fal- 
len in the wars, and being facrificed and devoured. 
Thofe who came with Garay, according to my ac-^ 
count, including the three companies which landed 
at St. Juan de Ulua previous to the arrival of Garay 
himfelf^ were in all one thoufand two hundred fol- 
diers, moft of whom were facrificed and devoured in 
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the province bf Panuco. Fame alfo alks for the fiP* 
teen foldiers Who accompanied Lucas Vafquez de All- 
ien, who loft his life on the coaft of Florida ; to 
tvhich I rcply^ that they are all dead, I alfo inform 
you, Oh excellent Fame! that there only remain 
alive at this moment five of the companions of Cor- 
tes, and we are very old, and bowed down with in- 
fiirmities, and very poor, and with a heavy charge of 
fons to provide for, and of daughters to marry off, 
and grandchildren to maintain, and little rent to do 
it withal ! and thus we pais our lives, in pain, in la- 
bour and in forrow* 

tiaving how ihiwered yoUr queftions, illuftrious 
Fame,relative to our monuments,blazons, and palaces, 
I requeft of you that henceforward you exalt to more 
cfFeft your moft virtuous and excellent voice, in order 
that our high prowefles may be made known to the 
univerfe, and not be obfcured as they are by the flan* 
ders of the malignant. To this my requeft moft vir* 
tuous Fame replies, that flie will do fo moft willing- 
ly J and alfo, that flie is aftoniflied to find that we 
have not the beft properties allotted to us in that 
country which we conquered, and which it was his 
^Majefty's orders fliould be given to us, in like man- 
ner as the Marquis Cortes was rewarded j not indeed 
to the fame extent, but moderately. The goddefs al- 
fo fays, that the aflions of the valiant and' magnani- 
mous Cortes are always to be moft highly eftimated, 
and confidered amongft thofe moft celebrated in hif- 

tory. 
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tpry, Sh? alfo at the feme time «b£erves, thjtt in the 
hiftories of Gomara and the Doftor Dlefcas and oth* 
crs, no mention is made of any of us, but they- only 
iay, " Cortes difcovered," and " Cortes conquered j'* 
the captains and foldi^rs remaining unnoticed j but 
Ihe has been very happy to find that all which I have 
narrated in my hiftory is ftri<^y conformable to the 
truth, and that I follow matter of fa£l dofely and 
literally, without running intq fervile praifes, and 
that I do not depreciate many valiant captains and 
fbldiers to exalt one, as h the cafe with Gomara and 
the other hiftorians. The g9od goddefs alfo pro- 
mifes me that flie will proclaim thefe truths wherever 
Ihe Ihall be, and ^rther, that if this my hiftory is pub*. 
Killed, it fliall be credited, and its authenticity ac^ 
Jcnowledged wherever it is feen or heard, and that 
it fliall obfcure and annul all others, 

Befides what I have here propofed by way of dia^ 
iogue, a certain do6lor, an oyd@r of the court of rpyaj 
audience of Guatimala, aiked me how it happened, 
that when Cortes wrote to hi§ Majefty, and alfo whea 
he went the firft time to Caftille, he did not fblicit for 
us, fince we were, under God^ th^ means whereby he 
acquired his marquifate and government To this I 
then rq)lied, and now fay, that when hi? Majefty gave 
Jiim the government, he therewith received the bet- 
ter part of this whole country, believing that he was 
jto remain abfolute mafter thereof, and to have unli- 
fuited liberty to beftow or deprive as he thou^t prob 
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per ; and this, it b fbppofed, was the reafon why he 
would not and did not write on the fubjcft. AUb, at 
the time his Majefty gave him his marquifate, he £6^^ 
dted the. government in the fame manner that he 
had held it before ) but it was then refiifed him, and 
he did not think of afking any thing that might be^ 
jferviceable to us, but ojlily to himfelE 

Further, the vcedor and faftor, together with^ 
other cavaliers of Mexico, had reprefentecLto his Ma- 
jefly, that the Marquis had taken for himfelf the beft 
provinces and towns of New Spain, and had affigned 
others to his friends and relations newly come from 
CafUlle, leaving very little for the-,f6yal patrimony ; 
whereupon, as we afterwards learned, his Majefty was 
pleafed to order that ail the overplus fhouldbe divid- 
ed amongft us, the companions of Cortes, but the 
Emperor was at that time in Barcelona, preparing^ to 
embark for Flanders. Had Cortes immediately after 
the conqueft divided this country into five part's, and 
affigned one of the richeft and beft of the fifths for his 
Majefty ; alloted one Ihare and a half for himfelf, for 
churches, monafteries, and municipal properties, as alfo 
for a fund wherefrom his Majefty' could reward cava- 
liers who ferv«d him in Italy or againft the Turks and 
Moors ; and divided the other t^o fifths and a half, 
by grants in perpetuity to us, we fliould have been 
all {atisfadorily provided for. As pur Gacfkr was fo 
chriftan a monarch, and as the conqueft of this <;oun- 
try coft lum nothing, he would have reat^ly gijanted 
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vs thefe favours. But we at that time <fid not know 
how to apply for juftice, nor to whom to rcprefent 
pur fcrvices or our injuries, except to Cortes him- 
felf, who did in the bufinefs as he thought fit. We 
therefore remdned with the little which had been at 
figned us, until we few that Don Frandfco de Mon* 
tejo, who went to wait upon his Majefty in Europe, 
obt^dned the appointments of adelantado and gover- 
nor of Yucatan, eftates in Mexico, and other rewards. 
Diegb de Ordas alfo, who yrcnt to court, obtained an 
cncomienda of St. Jago, and diftricks in New Spain. 
Then Don Pedro de Alvarado went to kife his Ma- 
jefty's feet, and was made adelantado and governor 
of Guatimala and Chiapa, commander of the order 
of St. Jago, and obtained diftrifts of lands. Laft 
went Cortes, who was created a marquis, and ap- 
pointed captain general of the South Sea. 

When we the conquerors therefore faw, that 
thofe who did not reach his Majefty's prefence had 
no one to fpeak in our favour, we Tent to petition 
that whatever lands thenceforward fell vacant, fliould 
be diftributed in perpetuities amongft us, according 
as our claims were fubftantiated, as was the cafe be- 
fore the firft court of royal audience held in Mexico, 
whereof Nuno de Guzman was prefident. His Ma- 
jefty's cxprefs direftions to Nuno de Guzman were, 
to throw the whole property of New Spain into a 
mafs, and then to make the divifions more equal, de- 
duding in due proportion from immoderate grants 
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ofCortes} aJ£>^tlnt tout the true conquerors fliouldt 
be given the b^ diftrids and of moft rentt leaving 
the cities and great towns for his Msyefty's property* 
T^ht Emperor alfo ordered that the vaiTals of Cortes 
Ihould be counted, leaving no more with him thaa 
his patent fpecified ; but what was to be done with 
the furplus I do not recollect. The reaibn why Nu<* 
no de Guzman and the oydora did not make this re« 
pahition in perpetuity was, that they were mifled by 
bid advilers^ whom, not to diihonour, I will not 
name ; but the pcrfons I have alluded to tdd them^ 
that if the conquerors once found themfclvcs provide 
ed for, they would ccafe to reiped and ho. dependent 
on them, as was the cafe while they were compelled 
to iiipplicate for a fubfiftence : as aUb, by retaining, 
they kq)t the power of beftowing the vacaut lands at 
their pleafure, and to the advantage of their own pri-. 
vate intereft. It is true that as diftrids fell vacant, 
Cuzman and the oydors conftantly ailigned them ta 
conquerors, and c(donifts, to their fatisfadion ; and 
if that court was fiiperleded, it was on account of the 
difputes with Cortes, and of marking free ladianst 
for ilaves* 

In the year one thoufand five hundred and fi£ty„ 
I being in Old Spain, the licentiate De la Gafca canae 
from Peru, and with him IX Martin el Regente, a 
Dominican friar j and repairing to the court, which 
was then at Valladolid, his Majefty promoted the 
afore£aid father to the bifliopric of Las Charcas. At 
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thh period a council was fonned, compofed of D. 
Fra. B. dc las Cafas, bifhop of Chiapa, D. Vafco dc 
^uirogaj bilhop of Mechoacan,, and other cavaliers 
who came as agents from New Spain and Peru, to- 
gether with fome hidalgos who were brought by bo* 
£nefs to the court, and to this council I was aUb 
called) as being the moft andent of the conquercn^ 
of New Spain. 

De la Gafca and the other Peruvians had brought 
with them great quantities of treafure, as well for 
their own ufe as for his Majcfty, the latter being fent 
froni Seville to Augufta in Germany, where the Em- 
peror then was, and in his company our moft happy 
Don Philip king of the Spains(, our lord his dear an^ 
much beloved fon, whom God jguard. At that time 
certain of the Peruvian cavaliers waited on his Ma- 
jefty ^th the treafure, and to petition that he would 
caufe the allotment of lands in perpetuity to be made. 
It ftems alfo, that previous to this time a petition to 
the &me cBkA had been {ureibnted from New Spaift 
by Gonralo Lopcz^ and Alonzo dc "^^Jlanueva, who 
had been fent as procuradof s or agents from Mexico. 
It fo happened that jufi: then the biihopric of Palencia 
fdl vacant, and was beftowed on the licentiate De la 
Oafca, who was alfo made Conde de Pernia, on ac- 
trount, as was fiiid at the court, of the fervices render- 
ed in Peru, which was then at peace* 
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Hb M^^efty ini jiczftd^ in Regard to the rep2tfl|£ 
tion of lands in pctpfetuity; tt) brd^r, that the Mar^ 
4|iiift de Monde)^^ prdident df the roySd council dF 
the Indks^ the licentiates Gutierre Velafquez^ Telto 
de Sahdbval^ Gregorio Lopez, and Briviefca^ and tl^ 
Do£lor Hernan Perez de li Fuente^ oydbrs of that 
conrty together with cavaliers of other royal coun« 
cils, 'fliould aflemble, to confider and fee how the re^ 
partition fhould be made, as was beft for the fervice 
of God, and for his Majefty's intefefl; 

When thcfe cavaliers \i"fere met in the honie 6f 
Pero Gonzalez de Leon, where was eftablilhed the 
royal council of the Indies, it was propofed in that 
Tcry illuftridus kffembly, that the perpetual reparti- 
tion ihould takfe {dace in New Spain and in Peru r I 
am not certain that Grenada and Bobotan were in- 
cluded^ but am inclined to think that they ^ere ; and 
the reafons offisred in fuppott of the mcafure were 
lioly and good. It \^s argued^ that if the lands were 
grafted in perpetuity, the proprietors ^oxdd for their 
own interefts treat the natives better, and pay mcHre 
attention to the converfion of them to our holy faith; 
that if they fuffered from ficknefs or misfortune they 
would be attended to 'Kke their children, and tffe 
rents alleviated. The proprietors would alfo go into 
improvements, planting vines and breeding cattle; 
difput^ and litigations abdut lands and boiindaries 
would ceafe, and the office of vifitaddrs o* infpe^ors 
would be unneccflary. The minds alfb of the foldiers 
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IffonLd be^traaqiiSlized, in hnomng fhM t&e prafidenei 
and govt^tsors h«4 not the poww of ^eftowia^g laads^ 
when they fcU vacant, on their eliento and £Kvo^xite8• 
His Hajefiy alio in doing this would eEonerate hk 
royal confciencc, in recompcitifiiig tfepf"^ wi» hadl 
ferved him feuthfuUy. To thefe, many other good 
]reafons were added* It was alfo pr<q>o&d to deprive 
the turbuloit and rebellious in Peru of their diftrids^ 
After all this had been w^U debated and i:on&le;red i^ 
the illuftrious aflcmWy, we prpceeded to jpve our 
.opinions in fiivour of the perpetual repajrtition* 

It was then oppofed by the bifhop of Chis^a^ hill 
• affociate Fra. l^odrigo of the order of St, Dominic^ 
the bifhop of Falencia, the marquis of Mondejar, and 
two oydors of the royal council of his Majefty. The 
marquis of Mondejar did not however fpeak upon 
the occafion, but remained as it were on the lopk out 
to fee which party was likely to carry the queftion^ 
The arguments ufed by the others againft the repar* 
tition were, that many in Peru had now life eftates, 
who, fo far from defervijig perpetuities, merited con- 
fifcation, and that if peace was once eftablifhed ia 
that country, if the foldiers who were unprovided for 
faw that there was no fund for that purpofe, they 
would become mutinous and caufe new troubles. The 
bifhop of Mechoacan, who was of our party, here- 
upon afked the licentiate De la Gafca, how it had 
happened that he did not chaflife the mutineers, as IxQ 
very well knew" them ; whereas on the contrary he 
Vol. II. D d d * had 
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)ud gbtn tliem hxtdm. "To this tho other rqSBed)^ 
Jpttgh^ngf dttt he had hai^;ed and quartered many of 
them, and thought it no fimll adueinement to ha^v 
tfcaped from amongft them Mc and found* More 
was alfe (Sdd on thk fobje6:. 

It was propofcd, and approved by many prefent, 
that the few of the real conquerors of New Spain who 
now remained, inchiding thofc who came widi Ccmt- 
tes, with Narvaez, and with Garay, fliould receive 
perpetuities, referring the other matter to future con- 
fideration. As foon as this proportion was made, the 
•other party moved that all further proceedings fhould 
be poftponed until the return of his Majefty to Caf- 
' tille, becaufe in an affair of fuch importance his pre- 
• fence was neceffary. It was then urged by the bifhop 
of Mechoacan and other cavaliers, as well as myfelf, 
that the perpetuities might be granted in New Spain ^ 
leaving the Peruvian procuradors to aft as they 
thought fit, this being conformable to his Majefty*s 
^clarations and inftru6tions in our favour. This 
now brought on much debate ; for we infifted thset 
'Whatever reafons might be againft the granting per- 
petuities in Peru, could be of no avail againft us in 
^Ncw Spain, confidering our great ferviccs to his Ma- 
jefty and all Chriftendom. But all we faid was of no 
effeft with the members of the royal coimcil of the 
l^ndies, the bifhop Fra. Bartholome de las Cafas, Fra. 
Jlodrigo his affociate, and the bifliop of Las Charcas* 
^ey faid that on the return of his Majefty from Au- 
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gttfe in Germany every thing AtiM be arranged tcv 
tiie fati$fe6dbn ai the i^onqu^rcors^ and tkus.the afinftik 
dropf^'fijT theprdTent.^ 

IiitelUgente of thefe mltters being i^nvesydd by 
cxpreis to Mexico^ the Gimquerors there p^QJ^o&d to^^ 
fend procuradorfe^ to appfy to hfe MajfAy foif olUr in* 
ifereft, exclufively.. In tonfequ^nte, aftier mf return 
fit>m the court F\l^a^- written tQ, here^ in this city Qp 
0\iatiinah, by captain An4res 4e Tapia^ ]?. MtirtMt 
Medrano, and J* de LirapiM Caravfejftli, . " tihifc df rf/*" 
giving me an account qf thdx intmtiOn, m^d ^thofc 
conquerors concerned \Kith. them, amottgft wham t 
was pot do#n as one of - the^ molt^aeieiit* I %c^^ ^ 
m^ wci^ round with tl^e letter to the other con* 
querot« fettle in thi$ qity, to^raiiie a fuH> by fobftr^p-s 
fioii for the purpofcii. Thi* pr€§e^ . faile4 from want 
of money. It was then determined tli^l tbe con-* 
querors iti Mexico, conjointly with the whole o£ the 
oomniiiriity, ihouldfcnd jMrOCurftttersto Gj^ifle^ but . 
Dcither Was this carried int4>efiec):.. At a fubfe^uditt . 
period^ our unconquered king zs^ lord; j^toa Philip,, 
(whom G04/ preferve, and nnay beilve »a»y yw^ 
in augmentation of power) was plea^ to comnsand . 
by his ^•oyal ordinances that the conquerors a^ their 
fiofterity fliould be provided for, attending in tha 
firft inftance to thofe who w«re marcied|. ?^ rn^y br , 
feen uLthz r^al fohedbles. , 

"Wteair 
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' Vrhtn I had .wntten out £urly this my h^ofyy 
two hoenttates requefted me to lend it to them for 
their perufal, in order that they m^ht know &i ctetailr 
the occurrences which happened in the conqucft of 
New Spsdn, and aifo that they liiight fee what difiltr- 
«nce exifted between my account and thole of Ckmia^ 
jra and the doctor Blefcas^ relative to die heroic a^ons;^ 
of the Marquis del Valle. I accorcGngly prefbited 
this book to them for xhAt penifal, with the re%e6E 
which is due to fcbohrs from a poor illiterate perfbn^ 
like myfitf , defiling them at the ianie time to make 
no akeraticm whatever herein^ as what I had writteit 
%a8 the ftriA truth. As footi as they had read it, one 
of them, who was a grdit rhetorician^ and viain of \m 
knowledge, began to praife the book, and e^reficd 
his furprife at my memory, smd at my being abk ta 
carry in it fuch a feries c^ matter, from the time I 
firft caEme to thefe countries.* 

"thk ^ccntiates sflfo 6bfi*ved, that in regard to Itfy 
ftyle or language, it was conformable to that in 6rdiha* 
ry ufe in OM Caflffle, and that zi fuch it was the 
more agreeable, no^t bcihg embarraffed with flttwery, 
affiled phfafes, fitch as are madfc ufe o^ by hiftorians 
in generri. They aMb obfervrf that it fedncd to them? 
^ if I praifed myfelf greatly, in the battles which I 
give an account of, 'vdiertfaS I ought to halve left that 
to be done by others ; and that I ihould have given 
my witneffes, teftimonies, and quotations, as authori- 
ties for what I wrote, and not have faid drily, " that 

i 
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Itiid; this I £iw;". it not btiiig cofiforqciaUe to die 
cuftoi^ of hifiorical writing ; for I am not a witn«& , 
for jayfdf. To thefe obfervations I then r^^ed, as I 
do nqw^ that in the year one thgu£md five hundi^ 
and forty, the Marquis del Valle wrote a letter to his 
^^j^%> giving an account of me and my Ijprviops, 
how I had come twice to this country on voy^es of 
difcovcry prerious to his expedition, how he bad of- 
ten been . an eye witnefc of my conduft as i^ brave 
fiddler in battle, as well in Mexico is in other. peaces, 
how I accompanied hiai in hie expedition ' to Hondu^ 
ras and Higueras, and nrnny other particulars, which, 
to av<rid proUxity, I will not relate. The moft ilhrf- 
tirious Viceroy alfo, Don AlonzO de Mcndoja, wrote 
to his Majcfty informing him of what he had kaniod 
rdative to me from the captains, by wWfe $df I 
fought, and his account was in all xeSpc&s conforoup 
ble to that of the Marquis del Valle. Proofs to the 
feme purport were aHb prdfented on my part to the 
royal council of the Indies in the year one thouiknd 
five hundred and forty. 

Now, faid I, gentlemen liceritiates, are not the Mar* 
quis del Valle, the viceroy D. A- de Mendosa, and 
my proofs, good witneffes ? but if they will not fuf- 
fice, I will produce you the Emperor our k)i:d Don 
Carlos the fifth, who by his royal letter, fealed with 
his royal fcal, commanded, all vicaroys and prefuient«^ 
that, refpeding the many and good fervices which I 
had rendered, benefits fliould be conferred .upon me 

and 
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aftd mine^ The Arigbi^ letteri are fiow ih my {>^ 
fettody and the c6pi€S de|>ofic6d ^t court in the 
adt:iiiTe$ isf the facretary Ochoa de Luyado. Such 
was my ^vrcr to the bbferVation of the licentiates. 

• But, to return to my fubjeft, if tnott tefemdny i^- 
wantiAg, look at New Spain, which is three times 
larger than our Caftille, and more thickly inhabited 
by Spaniards, and the great wealth which it feiids t<>' 
€afiiUe. But I have obferved that the hiftorians 
Gomara and Ble&as never chc^ to relate our bei-oic^ 
actions, leaving all our value and honours in the d^k, 
where they would have remained were it not fot this 
my true hiftory, and afligning fuch great merit to 
Coftes; fai which, although they were right to a^ 
certain degi-ee, yet they ought not at the lame time- 
to have forgotten us. 

Of the achicv^noits of Cortes a part rffo of the 
IsDnour falls to me, for I was One of the moft for^ 
ward in every battle by his fide, as I was in many 
others when he fent me under different captains ta 
oonquer provinces, as is found written in my hiftory, 
kow^ when, and where. 

Alfo, when Cortes returned to Europe the firft 
time, to ki& his Majcfty's feet, he informed him that 
he had numy valiant captains and companiohs in the 
Mexican wjffs, and who he believed did not yield to 
the moft fam(»u in ancient hiftory. Of this praife a 

proportionate 
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lurepordooatc &arc Ms to me. FwrtW^ \% ^^pnsiy 
hQ laid much in pr^e of hi3 $;Qinf»i^i»g th^ j{^ 
iQUCwrs. Of this I coqae ia for my poartioft, ^ I wp 
fi)2e of thejcn. 

As 1^ what the licentiates &id, that J p;niR m^i^ 
dfb nmchy and that I ought to leave it tp be doi^e lif 
^her 6, 1 fay, in common life it is the cufbom of nes^ 
bours to 4>eak of each other as each dcferra ; fett W 
who never was in the wars with us, nor &w thcm^ 
nor heard of them, how can he fpeak of us ? Werr 
^he birds which flew over our heads while in battle 
^o give accounts of us ? or the clouds ? Who tfadn 
was to fpeak our praifes but we ourfelv^ ? Indeed, 
gentlemen licentiates, fiid I, had you found that I 
detraded from the honour due to one of our valiant 
captains or foldiers, and afcribed it to myfidf, then 
you might juftly blame me. But the fad is^ that I 
^o not praife myfelf fo much as I ought. 

I will now make a comparifon, although c^ one 
^de the fubjefl: of it is very high, and on the other a 
.|)Oor foldier like myfelf. Hiftorians fey that -the 
^great emperor and warrior Julius Gaefer was in fifty- 
three pitched battles. I fay that I was in many more 
'battles than Julius Caefar, as may be feen in thi& my 
hiftory. Hiftorians alfo fay thatjuliua Cariar was 
brave and a&ive in battle, and that, wh^n he had 
time, he at night committed to writing, w^th fli* 
^wn hand, his heroic adions^ although he had many 

hiftorians. 
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Uftomns, not cfaoofing to entruft the office to thenu 
Truly thb happened many years ago, and may or 
may not be the cafe ; whereas what I relate occurred 
yefterday, as it may be iaid. It is therefore not ex- 
traordinary if I relate the battles in which I fought, 
that, in ftiture ages it ihoald be laid, *^ thus did Ber- 
nal Diaz del Caftillo," in order that my fons and 
their pofterity ihould enjoy the pnufes of their anceftor, 
in the manner that many cavaliers and lords of va£- 
fids, in the prefent day, do the funes and blazons of 
their predeccffors* I will however drop this fubjed^ 
left the detracting malicious, to whom thcfe things 
are odious, ihould charge me with digreifing too 
much. There are alfo conquerors now Uving to con- 
tradid me if I were in error, and the world is fo 
malevdent that any fuch thing could hardly pais with* 
out animadverfion ; but the narrative itfelf is the beft 
tefiimony of its veracity. 

I will now enumerate and particularize the various 
battles and other matters of warfare in which I was 
prefent. ITiey are as follows : At the point of Co- 
toche, with captain F. H. de Cordova. At Champo- 
ton, a battle, wherein half our companions were kil- 
fcd* In Florida, where we landed to procure water. 
Under captain J. de Grijalva, a fecond battle in 
Champoton. In my third voyage under Ccwrtes, at 
Tabafco, two jutched battles. Qn our arrival in New 
Spain, the batde of Cing^acmga. Shortly after, 
three pitched battles mth the Tlafcalans. The afl^ 

of 



tiCkokoisu />m oiff entry i^la Mfiiigo Iw^^t^t^ 
f^imsc oC^ Montezuma} Ldo not mentioa it asaa 
affiur qf/^^^y but on. acamnt o£ iv& great bokiaefe. . 
la foiu: monthft after» the a^A^ck i^a Naryaez» wJbixQa 
we 9nder Cortes de£$9(ted with two I^indred and 
feveoty-^ mest he having one Uiou&nd three. hun« 
drfd* . The seUef o£. Ati^:adpt who was beficged by 
the Mexkans^ when tl:^ made war upcm u$ durk^ 
eight days and nights, and killed above eight humlrod: 
and feventy foldiers j I confider fix battles as having 
h^^gpiened during this period, at which I was prefe|it. 
The battle pf Obtumba. : A battJeat Tepeaca. . Un« . 
der Cortes a battle, at Tezcuco^ . Tisi^o field battles, , 
hlpMof ^Y^gh^ Lwa^ wounded in the throat by a , 
lanoe* :T]»ro a^Qns coi^eming thcf fields of maize* 
In^ the . ^pedition round the Idkc^ when we made y 
that rafii and inconfiderate attack upon the fortrefibs 
B^ned the Rocks p£ the Margu^s* Th^ battle of 
Ciiernavaca* Three battks at Suchimillico. The 
fiege o£ Mexico^ which lafted oiinety-three days, dur- 
ing which I was engaged, as I j&ndby my account, in 
adx>ve ^ghty battles and ikirmiflies. After the con- 
queft, when- 1 was feift to vpacify the provinces of 
Guacacualco, Chiapa, and the Zapotecans* In Cha* 
mula and Cuitlan twoeng^gemeuts. In Teapa ^nd 
Chimatan two engagements j here I was wounded 
badly in tte throat* I forgot to mention in its place^ 
how, after our flight from Mexico, we were^^ ^urfued 
for nine d^s, and fought four battles. In thqex. 
ipedition to Higueras and Honduras, an aftion at 
^oLa IL E e c Culacotu.- 
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Cukoptd, wterc my hor&, ^^ch coA mc fix hvtn^ 
dred crowns, was kHfecL After my returrtta IVfcxica 
I went agsoBft die Zapotecans and Mthx^ ki the 
mountains. I do not mention nnmberleis otKbr en-* 
g^igements and dangers in which I have been, as'^t 
would be endleis to detail tb«n all. K9r do I chooftr 
to fay how I V was one of the firft who came to lay 
fiege to Mextco-, three or fow days at leaft before- 
Cortes. 

I hairc tficrefoi'e, iccording tb th& account, Boenr 
prefent in one hundred and liineteen battles and en* 
gagemcnts; and it is not extraordinary if Ipr^dfe* 
myfdf, as^what I lay is- the mere truth. Kor ire* 
thefc old ftories or hiftories of Romans, of many ages- 
paft ; for evident and true' are the many and" notable 
fcrviccs which I have rendered ; firft to God, then to- 
his Majefty, and all Chriftendbm : and t give thanks^ 
ind praifes to our LoVd Jrfus Chrift, that I efcaped* 
from all dangers, to matke thefe things manif^ ; and^ 
I alfo fay, and praife myfetf thereon, that t have been* 
in as many battles and engagements as, according ten 
hklory, the Emperor Heniy the Fourth. 



NOTES. 

THU author frequently xniftakes dates ; it has therefore 
Been judged neceflary to infert them in the heads of chapters ac« 
cording to the moft correct accounts. 

Part I. Chapter III. — Although the appointment of Cortes 
took place befope> the fleet did. not, &il for the continent until 
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